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R
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E
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‘The 
crosshairs 

of 
the 

leseopie 
sight 

were 
align- 

ed 
on 

the 
back 

of 
the 

Presi- 
dent 

of 
the 

United 
States. 

A 
atealthy 

ger 
began 

to 
squeeze 

the 
trigger 

of 
the 

Italian 
Garcano 

rifle. 
Five 

seconds 
later 

John 
F, 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

was 
dead, 

mur- 

dered 
from 

ambush 
by 

erazed 
Marxist 

Lee 
H
a
r
v
e
y
 

Oswald. 
, 

But 
do 

the 
events 

in 
Dal- 

las, 
Tex., 

on 
Noy. 

22, 
1963, 

‘
c
o
n
f
o
r
m
 

to 
the 

sequence 
of 

events 
described 

by 
the 

Warren 
Commission? 

Recent 
criticism 

of 
the 

Warren 
Commission 

report 
has 

been 
so 

intense, 
so 

widely 
b
a
s
e
d
—
a
n
d
 

so 
prob- 

i
n
g
—
a
s
 

to 
cast 

considerable 

doubt 
on 

m
a
n
y
 

of 
the 

ma- 
jor 

findings 
of 

the 
c
o
m
m
i
s
-
 

sion, 
The 

more 
responsible 

and 

Buccessful 
critics 

of 
the 

c
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

report 
have 

based 
their 

skepticism 
on 

what 
they 

consider 
to 

be 
inherent 

flaws 
in 

the 
com- 

mission 
report 

as 
presented 

—
d
i
s
r
e
g
a
r
d
 

of 
expert 

testi- 

m
o
n
y
,
 

failure 
of 

the 
com- 

miasion 
staff 

to 
fully 

in- 

vestigate 
uyclear 

areas, 
and 

even 
direct 

conflict 
of 

facts 
with 

the 
commission’s 

find- 
ings. 

Of 
the 

many 
alleged, 

‘on- 

‘filets 
within 

the 
cdifimis- 

sion's 
report 

the 
most 

seri- 
o
u
s
 

seem 
to 

be 
those 

con- 
cerning 

the 
bullet 

that 
strick 

Kennedy 
in 

the 
throat, 

its 
origin 

and 
end; 

the 
bullet 

that 
struck 

Texas 
Gov. 

John 
Connally; 

the 
en- 

S
a
 

ks 
on 

the 
Presi, 

dents. 
back; 

the 
bullet 

jon’ 

the 
stretcher; 

the 
autopsy 

report(s); 
and 

the 
location 

of 
the 

shots 
and 

their 
num- 

ber. The 
W
a
r
r
e
n
 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

concluded 
that 

the 
first 

bul- 

let 
fired 

struck 
the 

Presi- 

dent 
at 

the 
rear 

base 
of 

the 
neck, 

passed 
t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

his 
throat, 

exited 
in 

the 
front, 

and 
then 

through 
Goy, 

Connal 

versing 
his 

chest, 
shatter- 

ing 
his 

wrist 
and 

finally 
lodging 

in 
his 

thigh. 

The 
commission 

reached 
this 

conclusion 
after 

view- 
ing 

perhaps 
the 

most 
im- 

portant, 
and 

reliable 
wit- 

ness 
to 

the 
assassinatio 

the 
8
m
m
 

motion 
— 

picturs 

taken 
by 

a
m
a
t
e
u
r
 

photog- 

rapher 
A
b
r
a
h
a
m
 

Zapruc 

The 
Zapruder 

film, 
which 

provided 
a 

clear, 
precise 

ac- 

count 
of 

the 
events 

in 
the 

B
E
Y
O
N
D
 

A 
R
E
A
S
O
N
A
B
L
E
 

D
O
U
S
T
?
 

John 
F, 

Kennedy 
as 

he 
appeared 

on 
the 

USC 
canpus 

during 
the 

1960 
car 



President's car, showed the 
President reacting to the 
first wound in his throat, 
Connally reacting to his 
wounds at least a full see- 
ond later, aud finally the 

fatal shot that shattered 
the President's skull five 
seconds after the shooting 

began. _ : oot 

This time span between 
the first and last shots in- 
dicate that there was time 
for only three shots to have 

been fired. And at first 
many commission members 
felt the two Kennedy” 
wounds and the Connally 
wound were each caused by 
separate bullets. 

~ But then there were dis- 
quieting rumors of a bullet 
‘entirely: missing -the~-Presi- 

dential limousine, ricochet- 

ing off the pavement and 
wounding a bystander. 

Investigation by the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investiga- 

tion and the Dallas police 
provided the answer — the 

rumors were true, FBI ex- 
perts found lead traces on 

the pavement of Main 

Street and bystander James 

Tague was struck by a bul- 
let fragment, which he be- 
Neves came from the second 

bullet. 

TWO ASSASSINS 

Since the assassin, the 
Zapruder film shows, could’ 
have only fired three shots, 
and since further evidence 
The Warren Report Cont. . 
proved that one of the bul- 

lets did miss the President- 
jal car, the commission was 

faced with a dilemma: 
either Connally and Ken- 

nedy were struck hy the 

same bullet, or there were 

9 assagsins, 

By the time the commis- 
sion was confronted with 
this interesting dilemma, in 

t) spring of 1964, Lee Har- 
vey Oswald had been iden- 

s innumerable times in 
the press as the sole assas- 

Fy * President Kennedy. 
sue commission's an- 

~ ~ “Two bullets prob- 
used all the wounds 

suffefed by President Ken- 
conny 

nedygind Connally... 
the Hree shhts were fired 

oh time period ranging 
from approximately 4.3 to 
in excess of 7 seconds.” 

Critics of the report score 
the commission on. several 
grounds. . Primarily, they 
-complajn the - commission- 
worked" Sackwardst.on its 

conclusion, accepting that 
evidence which substanti- 

ated the three-shots, all 

from the Scheolbook Depos- 
itory theory, and rejecting 

any evidence that conflicted 
with that. 

For instance, in formulat- 

ing its conclusion that Ken- 
_nedy and Connally were hit 
by the same bullet, the 

commission was obliged to 

disregard the testimony of 
Gov. Connally, who believes 

he was hit by the second 
bullet; the testimony «i 

Coennally's wife, who sub- 
stantiates his recollections; 

the testimony of the driver 
of the limousine, Secre‘ 

SService Agent Wiliam 

Greer, who siw Connally 

fall after hearing the se.- 
ond shot; and of several 

witnesses who rer 4 
hearing more '' .. . see 
shots. 

Interestingly, ine Presi- 
dent's widow, Mrs Jacque- 

line Kennedy, tercified that 

she felt be: husband was 

hit by the first two shots, 

not the £ and third. 
SECP aT SERVICE 

Seeret Servine Agent Roy 

Kellerman, sitting immedi- 

ately in front of Gov, Con- 

nally, heard “a flurry of 

shots,” within five seconds 

of the first shot, casting 
further doubts on the com- 

mission's finding that the 

Italie 2° cean- and= 
on ‘ixth sivur of the 
7 wthook Deposi- | 
tory fired all 2 the sheta- 
involved in the assassina- 
tion, 7 

Subsequent tests with ‘| 
Carcano rifle revealed the 
bolt-action weapon eould be 
reloaded and fired in no less 
than 2.3 seconds. 

When the commission be-. 
came apprised of this fact, 
it provided further impetus 
for it to conclude that one 
bullet struck both Kennedy 
and Connally, since the re- 
actions of both men in the 
Zapruder movie show the 
two men were shot withiy a, 
maximum of 1.8 seconds. | 

em 

Sassins. 

Were struck with the same 
bullet, the commission had 
to ignore further eyewit- 
hess testimony. . 
«, Byewitnesses of the as- 
Sassination were divided in 
their opinion about the 

number of shots fired, 

Several police officers as 
thought there were four or 

ore shots, and many of 
those, including the afore- 
Mentioned Seéret Service 
Agent Kellerman, felt at 

Mere shot with the same” 
bullet, or there were twa as, 

» But to again support its. 
contention that both men” 

well as mary bystanders | Lo-The critics point out that 

east two of the shots were 
fired very quickly, % 
3 If so,-that would’ discount 

j@ theory that Lee Harvey 
swald, perched in a sixth- floor window in the deposi- 

‘tory, was the sole assassin, 
e his rifle could not 

possibly be fired any faster 
than once every 2.3 seconds, 

BOOK DEPOSITORY 
But Was the Schoolbook 

Depository the source of the 
shots, what their number? 
Many critics of the Warren 
a question the com- 
Mission's absolute . 
ment that this wag is 



of 80 eyewitnesses who 
formed an- opiniggy: 
the origin of the shots, onfy 
38 felt they came from the 

depository, while 52 felt the 
shots came from a grassy 
knoll farther up Elm Street. 

In fact, seven witnesseg 
-gn—the—triple—underpaas- 

Sghead of the Presidential 

‘limousine and Dallas Po- 

liceman J, M. Smith, eva 
glaimed to have “caught the, 
smell of gunpowder” over), 

the fence. * 
« Support was lent to this 

theory when film editors 

for United Press Interna-7 
tional in New York diseov- 
ered a frame in the 8mm 

‘motion picture of the assas- 
‘gination taken by hobbyist 

Orville Nix. 
wy One scene in the film 
she $a car behind the pick- 
et, fence with what could he} 

@ man pajding a rifle. 
UPI, in: following up the 

tip sent reporter Jack Fox 
Wig Dallas, In Dallas, Fox, 
Interviewed Lee J. Bowers, 

‘Ir, who described the 
frame from the Nix movie, 

as, ‘exactly what I saw.” 

S, M. Holland, who was 
ont the overpass during thi 
assassination, tdld of four. 

“Beee shot came from. the 
pybe-" auilding and-ctitethed| 
Freeident, The second came 
from the same place and hit 

*Gey connally.. , The third 

eame from behind the 

Picaee fence to the North of 
Elm Street. 

"There was a puff of 
vteeke under the trees like 
someone had thrown out a 

“st ese firecracker and a 
“yeport entirely different 

: the one which was 
fired from the book build- 
iings ...” 

‘TL. Warre Commission 
“¢oncluded “the shots which 
“kill. President Kennedy 

‘and, wounded Gov, Connally 
?wemt fired from the sixth- 

floor window at the South- 
'ea@at vorner of the Texas 

“Schosibook Depository 

Byilding.” 

x These conflicts in the 
findings of the Warren Re- 

port, along with many 

ethers of both major and 

minor importance, form the 
basis for the recent critic- 

isms of the Warren Report, 
and the gnawing doubt the 
pervades the minds of a ma- 
“jogity of United States citi- 
zelig. 

The tenuoug facts upon 
“which the, Warren Commis- 
“sion has based its conclu- 
sions have now come under 
attack from Congressional 
leaders, lawyers and even 
Prestigious Life magazine, 
All have called for another 
investigation into the death 
of President Kennedy, 

The basis of our judicial 
System is the belief in ac- 

_ceptance of facts “beyond a 
reasonable doubt.” 

The Warren Commission 
has failed in its attempt to 
establish the facts concern- 
ing the death of President 
Kennedy, A reasonable 
doubt remains. A new inves- 
tigation shauld be called_for 
to allay these fears. wp 


