
“It had not been ‘Schles- 
‘inger’s original intention 
to write a history of the 
Kennedy Administration. 
He had long kept a jour- 

nal in which he entered 

accounts of his occasional 

meetings with prominent 

people which might be of 

historical interest. But Pres- 

ident Kennedy, at the 

start of his Administration, 

said he did not want his 

staff recording the daily 

discussions of the White 
House, because he knew 

that remarks tossed off 

» lightly or irritably in con- 
versation often looked 

quite different in print. 
~ After the Bay of Pigs epi- 

Schlesinger: “I hope you 

kept a full account of 
“that.” 

= Schlesinger replied that 
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« medy said, “You'can be: ea 
damn sure jamn sure that the CLA. 

has its record and the 
Joint Chiefs | fof Stat] — 

“theirs. We'd better make ~ 
sure we have a record 

over here. So you go 

ahead.” 

“A Thousand Days” 
rests upon the careful 
notes that Schlesinger 
kept from that time for- 
ward. He had anticipated 

making those notes avail- 
able to Kennedy who, at 

the end of his Presidency, 
intended to write a book 
about his years in the 
White House. 

In doing his book, 
Schlesinger supplemented 

the journal by talking to 
most of the top figures 
of the Kennedy Adminis- 
tration, since there were 

ne hea he seeause—he——s0me_ important events in 

had understood that the 
President did not want his~ 

staff to kee ale: 

* diaries. 
“No, go ahead,” Ken- 

which he had not been a 
participant and others in 

which his notes of the 
time were not complete. 
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