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The Warren Commission Report

‘These conclusions represent the reasoned judgment of all
members of the Commission and are presented after an investi-

gation . .

concerning the assassination of President Kennedy’

en manths had passed since the out-
rage of John F, Kennedy's murder
—ten months without an official public
accounting of a crime that wrenched the
hearts of men and the course of history,
This week it finally came pouring out
—a gush of some 300,000 words in a
light-blue-covered, 888-page, 43-ounce
volume, “Report of the President’s Com-
mission on the Assassination of President
John F. Kennedy,”
The unanimous report held no major
surprise. The assassin, it found, was a
24-vear-old misfit named Lee Harvey
Oswald, who acted alone—without any
conspiracy, foreign or domestic—out of
motives dimly seen in the murk of a
twisted mind. He had a “deep-rooted
resentment of all authority” and “a hos-
tility toward every society in which he
lived”; he was dogged by “isolation,
frustration, and failure™; he imagined
himself a future political leader, had a
demounstrated capacity for violence and
an “urge to try to find a place in his-
torv.” He was a man, in the informal
words of one member of the commis-
ston, “who did only one thing well in his
entire life—assassinate the President.”
The report was calm, :l'n";l.\'lli'(‘[!. mrf
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overwhelming—in the weight of its evi-
dence against Oswald, in the glint of
fresh and authentic detail, and the sheer
scope, intensity, and thoroughness of the
investigation reflected in its pages. Apart
from a _tichtlv_woven s phivate]
evidence, the commission evey hlnu'd
up an evewitness who saw

shooting the President ‘rvlm_.-&las—l-u*-w
School Book Depository, as well as two
evewitnesses who saw him kill Dallas

\\'I'Fl

much harder. It gave a long head start
to confusion and conjecture even amot
the best intentioned; and it nourishegd
a whole mythelogy of assassination !ii
erature, ranging from outlandish theorié
to cunningly plausible doubts. And, id-
deed, there have been hypotheses rest-
ing on premises the commission itse
felt deserved “critical examination.”
The myths sprang in the first )ia&
from faulty information, e _tepo

patrolman |.D. Tippit 45 minutes later.

shows. Dallas authorities themselves

The Big Question: Reconstructing the
events of Nov. 22 was a monumental
job. It invelved not only minute caleula-
tion of bullet trajectories from the Texas
School Book Depository but exhaustive
tests conducted with animal tissue in
Arlington, Va., to demonstrate the differ-
ence between an entry and an exit bul-
let hole and to trace the cowrse of a
high-powered rifle bullet that strikes a
human skull. Yet the toughest part of

the investigation was not to prove what

terrille

happened Tn Dallas it ]

LHARY
but_to_disprove what might have hap-
pened—to find out if there was any
truth in a welter of rumor, gossip, and
speculation pomng 10 @ conspiracy.

Ty its very silence for so long, the
commission headed by Chief Justice
Earl Warren made its own task that

leased some erroneous and misleading

“facts,” Some_witnesses were unigliabld,
some  reporters naccurzte, Yet evel

scrap—even tvpographical errors in presgs
reports—was_seized _upon by _the con-
spiracv-theorists. The theories Hourish

especially amang Europeans, agape

the bizarre spectacle of Jack Rubyjs
murder of Oswald in police custod

live on TV—and accustomed, out of thegr
own experience, to believe that things
are never what they seem in pnliti(ff
Such wild fmaginings as “Who Killed
Kennedy?” by an American ex-Commu-
nist named Thomas Buchanan have wol
respectable attention and high sales ip
book and magazine form. As recentl
as last week, o top Fres nch 'ffu.'.al who
once served in Washington asked: “Hovr
is it possible that President Kennedy

i, Newswaek
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st the orange brick Texas School Book Depository building on the way to the Stemmons Freeway

right because the shot appeared o

{ 3iLE

County Criminal Courts Building

Presidential car. When he heard the

come from over s vight shoulder. Un-
ablé to see the President as he turmed
to }m' nght, the governor started to look
back over his left shoulder, but he neyer
completed the turn because he Felt
something strike him in the hack, In his
testimony before the commission,—Coy-
emor Connallv_was certain that he was

same noise acain, Greer glanced over
his shoulder and saw Covernor Conaally

fall, At the sound of the second shot, he

realized T somrethiTy Was wrong g
he pressed down on the accelerator as
Kellenman said, ‘Cet out of here fast.'
As he issued his instructions to Greer
and to the lead car, Kellerman heard .

furry of shots” within Tive seconds of Hye

hit by the second shot, which he stated
he did not heas e
© "Mrs. Connally, too, heard a frighten-
ing noise from her right. Looking over
her right shoulder, she saw that the
President had both hands at his neck
but she observed no blood and heard
nothing. She watched a5 he_slumped
down with an e (pressi i
face.
seat of the Hmousine. heard g report'
like a FRrecracker pop, Turning to his
right in the direction of The noisg. Kel-
letian  heard the President sav, ‘Mv

Cad_ T oy Tt and saw both of the

Tirst noise. According to Kellepman Mrs.
Kennedyv then cried ont: “What are thev

Arthur Sevats

served brain tissue splattered over the
interior of the car. According to Gov-
ernor and Mrs. Counnally, it was after
this shot that Kellerman issued his
emergency instructions to accelerate,
“From the left front running hoard of
the President’s follow-up car, Special
Agent Hill was scanning the few people
standing on the south side of Elm Street
after the motorcade had turmed off
Houston Street. He estimated that the
motorcade had slowed down to anprosi-

doing_to vou® Looking back From the
front  seat, Kellerman saw Governor
Connally in his wife’s lap and Special
Agent Clinton J. Hill lving across the
trunk . ..

“Mrs. Connallv heard a second shot
fired and pulled her husband down into
her lap. Observing his blood-covered
chest as he was pulled into his wife's
lap, the governor believed himself mor-
tally wounded. He_ cried out, ‘Oh, no,

mately 9 or 10 miles per hour on the
turn at the mtersection _of Houston gnd

Elm Streets and _then proceeded at the

rate of 12 to 13 miles per hour with the
fﬂlmtrzlﬂin! the President’s qu-
tomobile by_approximately 5 feet. Hill
heard a noise, which seemed to be a
firecracker, coming from his right rear.
He immediatelv looked to his right, “und,
in so doing, mv eves had to cross_the
Presidential limonsine and 1 sgw Presi-

President’s hands move np toward bis

neck. As he told the driver, Let's get
out Tere: are hit,” Kellerman
grabbed his microphone and radiced
ahead to the lead car, ‘We are hit. Get
us to the hospital immediately.’

"']'!uf_ driver, William_Creer _heard o
noise_which he took to be the backfire
fromi one of the motoreyeles Banking the

P
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no. no. My Cod, they are going to kill

dent Kennedy erab ot himself and lurceh

us oIl At Hrst Mrs, Connally thought
that her husband had been killed, bhut
then she noticed an almost impercepti-
ble movement and knew that he was
still alive. She said, ‘It's all right. Be
still” The governor was lving with his
head on his wife’s lap when he heard a
shot hit the President. At that peint,
both Governor and Mrs. Connally ob-

forward and to the left.” Hill jumped
from the follow-up car and ran to the
President’s automobile. At about the
time he reached the President's auto-
mobile, Hill heard a second shot, ap-
proximately 5 seconds after the first,
which removed a portion of the Presi-
dent’s head.

“At the instunt that Hill stepped onto



left rear step of the President’s auto-/

a'le
En‘nlail: and grasped the handhold, the

. ' \ =
it was a f‘ll'v\,';usl\e"r heine thrown FWYVWH?TI" TS the Sk = ~ E
the Texas Book store. And 1 rTm._nT_L,JP (r'-r AW Thers "—}Vﬁhl"r T ¢

the l]t'pu\l!-n\ the

Zar lurched forward, causing him to lose  And this man that [ saw previously was  “the ( nrlum-.-.m.” ln\('E:m:tt nntes
his footing. He ran three or four steps, abiimg for Tus Tast shot . . . Well, us 1t clasert : Nt i !“':
regained his position and mounted the peared to me he was at.lfm shots —~ers 5”,.‘1 “.m"; s ‘-l.._'_l,"
"é.l,. Between the time he originally  resting against the left window sill. with  In parficotarthe TOOUIrY  x 1e >:l d
501 sed the kandhold and the time he gui shouldered to his nght shoulder, evidence that shots wers firedd Frims
smounted the car, Hill recalled that-  holding e geewar e tefr tmm—ind ~ bridge  over the Triple Unilerpusg
£ “Ars. Kennedv had jumped from the taking positive aim and fired his last  from the railvoad vards.” :
'c-"-_[' _u\-! s it l:‘l:’\!':ll"‘ll ta_me, reach- shot’.” l-[..ll"_’P‘!'\" an lllf‘- basts ot Bremnam s As further \‘u!:'rrlfngrllh“,',

v For something coming off the right zacconnt, police broadcast a descriphion , counts oF Witliesses e shofs—i
gar bumper of the car, the right of the suspected assassin_at_12: 4o p.n. X~from the direction of the Schont=

il, when she

\[:'n.h on the car. She tumed toward

36 andd ' wrubbed her and put her back
# the back seat, crawled up on top of

!h“ huek seat and lay there.

& Duavid Powers, who witnessed the
cene fmm the President’s follow-up car,

.H‘ui that Mrs. Kennedy would proba-

wve fullen off the rear end of the

#ar uul been killed if Hill had not
'I)ll\hl' hey hack into the Presidential
Mrs. I\L‘nlu-([" has no I‘!"”!-

plomohile.
fection of

climbing onto the back of
Fhe cur Special Agent George W
Fickey Jr. in the rear seut of the Presi-

iE) !‘H\ Ll"’! Ll'i) .h'l|! UK LF,‘Ii
FIH!"‘ quﬂti the lust
At this point the cars were -»pl*r'(‘-
ine throngh the and had left
he svene of the bt Hickey
cept the antonu l'Il" weapon ready as the
3 riced ta the \Maost of the
5[1{!‘! Secret Service a rents m !Ill moktor-
w;||lf- ||‘ul ||l.|'~' I ill 1 slt]l HUrns.

In an instunt, the President had been
shot down. The commission spent months
wanalyzng the moment of the shooting,
- determine “the effect, num-
iber. and timing of the shots .. .”

The “had the mmpression
that the shots came from the rear and
from the right, the general direction of
Ithe Texas School Book Depository Build-
amg, although none of the passengers
fsaw anvone fre the shots” The com-
fnission  located \po't‘t:m
who “did see a ritle fired iy the direc.
tion~ ol the Presidents car_ from the
ehsternmost window of the sixth Hoopr on
Ithesouth side of the building ™
" One key witness was Howard L.
Hrennan, a To-vear-old _steay fitter
avTiched the motorcade from a concrete
Iretaining wall directly across the street

[3 f 7

.:‘Ir'lrll‘u Faallon

an autonulic
|
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10k,
underpiss
~.}|nu s,
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Source,

passendgers

lr_h/
naoticed that | was tryvingf

This Pipe Thing': Another witness,
15- \r"n-r;}ll Amos Lee Eums, also Lacing
the testified_Tie Iooted np
and .-»(_Lll this pipe thing sticking out
the window.” After the shooting, Euins
told a policeman  that the shots came
from the last window of the floor “under
the Other the

Depository, the unmmwi-m‘hh.s
discovery of two Dullet fragments i

frout Seat of the ﬁ

L;udm
resiclig

posttory,

it was returned to Washington on
22, 1963, and of “a small

lead on the inside surface of the lq: e
nated windshield and a very small ‘pae

e of cracks on the outer luyer ol

ledoe,” witnesses, corm-

Warren Camm

Re-enactment: Investigator sights the camera-mounted murder weapon™™”
4 5
“saw a rifle in the win-

mission reports, windshield immediately behind the lekid

dow after the shots were fired.” Among [ residue.” The_re latlv _states ' thiddt
them were_Robert H _Tackson——<raf there _was “no penetration.” Oy "this
f The Dalas—Tes asis, it concluded It was ot _nassible

‘ to determine whether two or mord?'6f

the_fragments came from the s.ne bl
let,” but “the phvsical characteristios

who ast ¢ L of the windshield after the —lcu-x-:-izl.!liisll
Dillard’s  shats slwwml a_ partially  demBnstrate _that the windshield ivas
opened_window on The ovth Toor qnd  struek on the inside surfaee.” by

fromm e depostorr—imittn T

!1I_AAL

three Negro men in the windows of the t approximately Nawd,

it was corroborated by Z.l[)r‘l.ﬂ[ll"; fitth _Hoor directly_balow. Lhese three 22 Sheriff Le Mooneyling-
Jmovie, which shows him “wearing gray included Bonnie Rav Williams who had  ticed a pile of cartons in front of e
I work el wray work hel-  completedhis lunch gnd _left the re-— window in thersoutheast corner ofithe
-met, seated on  the retaining wall.” mains of chicken . an empty pop  the area, h-"FmI‘vﬂ

.\WT- wialting tor the m.mmmF h)
Iyive, Brennan testhe
<u man m the hmllllt‘-l.\'l‘ COrer ‘.\‘lndn\v :)F
«the sixth Hoor., and observed him leave
the window "a couple of tines.” Just
affer the Presidents hmousine pdoasd,
Brenman  heard an  explosion like the
backhire of g motorcyele.” He recalled:
““Well, then something. just _right
after TINs explosion, made me think that

AL

[

{shot but

bottle, and a paper sack on the '\!\th
ﬂm)r just tén minutes belore.,

“Cement Fell: Williams said he “really
lid not pay any attention” to the first
“the second shot, it sounded
like it was right in the building, the sec-
ond and third shot, And it sounded—i
even shook the building, the side +

.'\:;}Mm_ﬂcdrdlm
three empty Tartidue cases on the Boor
I:E;TF_ the swindow ™ Shortly _thereaftéf,
: 1:22 p.m. Deputy Sherifl Eufene
11!5!!1.!' and Deputy Cuml 1])[:- Sey rricer
; with
twa _rows stlaf
hoxes in the nor thwc,st COmer_neir Ithe
stilrcase on the sixth Hoor. It was sub-

were on, Cement fell on my head” sequently identihed by the 1B oss
In contrast to the number of witnesges Italisn-made 6.5 n:lih:m ter mndcl

an



guarded as he is night and day, can be
murdered by one despicable little man,
nothing but a clerk in a warehouse who
planned the assassination all by himself?
[ cannot . . . believe that.”

The longer the Warren commission
investigated in silence, the more rumors
and  speculations  sprung  up—and the
more time had to be spent checking
them out. Every one of them was tracked
down. They “reached into almost every
part of the United States and to maost of

commission staff—fourteen ¢

the other continents of the world.” For
example. investimators checked on “lit-
erallv dozens

N ———t

of allegalions of conspira-
torial _ contact 'Twhwt-n Oswald and
agents of the Culy ufﬁwe[ﬂtli&llt
CIA Check: 1n the p p:uw“ inter-
views were obtained with “all known
persons whom Oswald may have met
while in Mexico, including passengers
on the buses he rode, and the emploves
and -_-umt; of the hotel where he stayed.”
Both Cuba and the Soviet Union_coop-
erated—hut the information they Fur-
nished was independently  checked on
the spot by agents of the GILA,
Indeed, with 1 Ave-volume FBI re-
port on the assassination serving merely
as a springboard, the seven-man com-

g— —— =
any ‘ilit.‘il t"\'lll(?lll'l.‘.

tion. General Counsel ]J. Lee Rankin's

\
o
the j{(‘mh ntial _route i’

sels and twelve othe
on the FBI] the Secret Service, govern-
ment cryptanalvsts, military TtelliEence,

Dallys. The

FBI was far_fgi
mrc.-llu_t-nm- with the Secret Service:
had a file on defector Oswald, but
Service never knew it. And thl.‘r__\_\-jﬂ_{,_

even_ the Internal  Revenue Service.
{Three IRS investizators accounted Ja-
boriomsts—Tor _virtuallv_everv _pennv of

recommendations  for Imlstvruu.. Pt’(’“ﬂ-
denbal Security., F
Antlmpatlon' The

COMN \‘v""
Oswalds income and expenditures from iay _expect some criticism. I it had
the Time he retumied to the U.8. from  issued the President’s autopsv  report

Russia.) The FBI conducted 25,000 in-
terviews and submitted 2,300 reports;
the Secret Service held 1,550 interviews
and turned in 800 reports. The com-
mission and its stall Lheard 532 witnesses
—and their testimony will Bl a score of
volumes to be published soon.

“Becanse of the difficiylty of proving

promptly, Tor mstance, it might have
nipped _much”speculation 1 the bucl.
Pérhdps anticipgfing, the_report_oifered
the commission’s conclusion that “the
premature publication by it of testimony
rc.'L'u‘thm, the assassination or the sub-
sequent Klling of Oswald might inter-
fere with Rubv's richts to a fair and

negatives to_a certginty.” said the report,

impartial_tral ... Also. it added. some

“the_pogsibility of others being involved

with_either Oswald or Ruby cannot be

established categarically, hut If there is
it has been beyond
the reach of all the investigative agen-
cies and resources of the U.S."
Though it leaned on them in its owp

investigation, the comimission.crticized,

twa [ these agencies fm shortcomir ngs

in measures that might _haye saved the

Président’s life. The brunt of the eritiz

mission_enlisted every U5, investigative

arm in its own independentdnvestiga-

9f 4

cisin tell on the Secret Service which,

for example, checked no hmldm along
Wradlitel  thmun aorme Tyt - ¥

testimony_out of context i ohit beds-
leading or hurtful to fnnoceut parties,
How far the voluminons report will
go to quell the doubts and the sus-
picions remains to be seen. But in judg-
ing the commission’s effort to “appraise
this tragedy by the light of reason and
the standard of fairness,” most Ameri-
cans, at least. will probably agree with
Lyndon Johnsou’s words discharging the
commission last week, He wrote: “You
have earned the gratitude of your
countrymen.” i

wil oo entled 1l v L flie tede
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“iLee Harvey Oswald Was the Assassin’

2
rlateai

he case against Lee Harvey Oswald?
‘B There was eyewitness testimony—
- Meliding the best-kept secret of the
~jrvestigation—but the brunt of the case
“hoallv rested upon a carefully meshed
"miscellany of private and public docu-
“nents. fascinating by their very obscu-
!:ﬁh'. and upon the esoteric expertise of
those modern  technicians—handwriting
and fingerprint and ballistics men—who
Cextract truth from the wispiest traces of
human activity.
"The task of making the case against
Oswald—if one could be made—was
Cclassically simple in concept: place the
Tmurder weapon in his possession and
“put him at the scene of the crime at
the right time. But in execution, the
jab was laborious, minutely detailed.

Ballistics tests established the Italian
curhine found on the sixth Hoor of the
warehiouse as the weapon that Lkilled
the President. The trail of evidence that

R =

e R

fixed its ownership led back to March
12, 1963, and the purchase of US.
postal money order No. 2,202,130,462.
The purchaser signed the money order

as “A. Hidell, P.O. Box 2915 Dallas,
Texas.” It was made out to “Kleins

Sporting Goods,” a Chicago firm, for
$21 45—covering $19.95 for a rifle with
telescopic sight and $1.50 for postage
and handling,

Mr. Hidell: “According to Klein's
shipping order form,” says the report,
“one [talian carbine 6.5 X-dx scope,
control number VCS36, serial number
C2766, was shipped parcel post to ‘A,
Hidell, P.O. Box 2915, Dallas, Texas,
on March 20, 1963. Information re-
ceived from the Italian Armed Forces
Intelligence Service has established that
this particular rifle was the only rifle of
its tvpe bearing serial number C2766."

A. Hidell was Lee Harvey Oswald.
Experts established that it was Oswald'’s
handwriting  on  money order No,
2,202,130,462, and upon the order cou-

Both the rifle that killed the President and the revolve

pon that had been clipped out of the
February 1963 issue of American Rifle-
man magazine.

Oswald had a penchant for the alias
Hidell. In his wallet he carried a Se-
lective Service card forged in the name
of Alek J. Hidell but bearing his own
photograph. He chose the name, his
widow thought, because it thvmed with
Fidel. “Hidell” became the head of the
“New Orleans Chapter of the Fair Play
for Cuba Committee™—"a fictitious pres-
ident of an organization of which Os-
wald was the onlv member,” the
commission found. The post-office box
to which the rifle went was rented in
Oswald’s own name.

In the fall of 1963 Mrs. Marina Os-
wald, while looking for parts to a baby
erib, stumbled upon the rifle wrapped
in a green and brown blanket, stored
with other possessions in the garage of
the home where the Oswalds lived—the

Warren Commission -

home of Ruth and Michael Paine in
Irving, 15 miles from Dallas. Other evi-
dence established that Oswald handled
the rifle. “There was the single palm-
print that Dallas police Lt. J.C. Day
lifted from “near the firing end of the
barrel,” and there was expert testimony
that this proved “that he handled the
rifle when it was disassembled.” In ad-
dition. a tuft of dark blue, gray-black,
and orange-vellow fibers was found on
the weapon. They “most probably” came
from the shirt Oswald wore Nov. 22,

But when did Oswald lift the weapon
from the brown and green blanket in
the Paines’ garage in Irving? And how
did he get it unnoticed into the School
Book Depository  Building in  Dallas?
The answers were summarized in the
report in two sections bearing cryptic
headings—"The Curtain Rod Story” and
“The Long and Bulky Package.”

They tell how Oswald—who roomed
in Dallas and ordinarily went to Irving
only on Fridays—got -co-worker - Buell

r that killed Tippit were bought by “A. Hidell 'ﬁ

Wesley Frazier to give him a lift to
Irving on Thursday, Nov. 21. “Frazier,
surprised, asked him why he was going
to Irving on Thursday night rather than
Friday,” the report savs. “Oswald re-
plied, T'm going home to get some cur-
tain rods ... [to] put in an apartment’,”
Other evidence proved the explanation
phony—fabricated, the commission says,
as “an excuse for the carrying of a bulky
package the following morning.” ‘
Drive to Dallas: Mrs. Linnie Mae
Randle, sister of the man with whom
Oswald drove to work, looked out of
her breakfast-room window the morning
of Nov. 22 and saw Oswald carrying
just such a package. And before they
began the drive back to Dallas that
morning, Buell Wesley Frazier noticed
that his passenger had placed a brown
paper package on the back seat. “What's
the package, Lee?” Frazier asked. “Cur-.
tain rods,” Oswald replied. al
The brown paper bag found along-
side the sixth-floor window in the School
Book Depository after the assassination
was 35 inches long—"the appropriate

i
i

Warren Cammissh

size” the commission says, “to contain
in disassembled form, Oswald’s Mann-
licher-Carcano rifle ... which was also
found on the sixth floor.” The bag, con-
structed from paper and tape like that
used in the Depository, bore Oswald’s
fingerprint and palmprint. Inside were
fibers that matched fibers from the
brown and green blanket that had been
left rolled up in the Paines’ garage.

New Witness: Such was the l1ll(_i(!*-
pinning for a circumstantial case against
Oswald. And there were further pef-
suasive indications that he had been |
the sixth-floor room from which the sh
came—a palmprint and a fingerprint
one of the cartons that had been dra
up to the window, a clipboard that €
wald had been seen carrying a shogt
time earlier. But the commission aldp
had the testimonv_of a witness never.
fublicly_heard from _before—an evewil-
ness to the shooting itselt.

He is steam fitter Howard L. Bren-
man, -a slight, gray-haired - man: ot 43,




hwhose teshimony the commission ™ savs

commission does not acgept his identi-

lr‘-[]~iiA f__...u._....g...h'] 3L} -
]

“Was  “probative 11
ielusion that the

wixth floor. sontheast
rthe civi)mnuz\
Leontnues:
‘Lee

T o

fraun

hats coanue i

building.” The report
“Brennan  also testified that
Harvey Oswald, whom he viewed

police night_of the

line-up_on_the
“ssassination, was the man he saw fire
4he shots ... When the shots were fired,
Brennan was in an excellent position to
sabserve in the window. He was
i§itting on’ wall on the south-
west corner of Elm .and Houston streets,
ilooking north at the depository building
swhich was directly in front of him ,.."

s At the Window: From his

anvoue

a concrete

comer swindasw ot

fication as conclusive. S0

Stll, it was shored up By the firsthand
testimony  of saw  Oswald
during the dav—heginning with Frazier
who had seen Oswald enter the building
carrving  his  long  bulky  package.
“nrl';‘!'h]j.' Il.zlf an hour before the
nation a member of the Hoor-laving
crew, Charles Givens, Oswald on
the sixth floor. leaving the southeast cor-
ner with a clipboard in his hand. Within

others who

ASKASS1-

Sl

minutes after hearing the shots, motor-
cvele patrolman M.L., Baker rushed into

the depository ;u;tl. with building super=
intendent Rov Truly, contronted Os-

wald ‘\hllll‘lll'_’,'__.l mlv_jn the second Hoor

'..|1|2.='-_!v
point, ‘J_I_J_uLL 190y feet From—the sixth-
foor window, Brennan_sgw asman leave
and retn to the

. g P s
wminufes hefore the motorcade arrived.

window reaeatedly

lunchroom. “"He never did sav a_ word

_or nothing” Baker h'shh: 'L, _LL;_,Lll_t_ln t

seem to be excited or overlv afraid or

anvthie, Trulv sad.

Then, after hearing the frst shob, he
looked up. “This man | saw previously
wwvas aiming for his Lust shot,” he testified,
00 Brennan's story might have closed the
wlid on the case against Oswald except
itfor one thing, The night of Nov. 22 ¢
police line-up Bremmuan—while identify-
ing Oseald o tho o saha lockad
like the man jp the Jdeclived to
make a positive identification. Why? As
Brennan explained it to the commission,
he felt the assassination was “a Copunu-
nist acovity, and 1 felt like ... if it got
to bé T koW Tact that | swas ao eve-
wilness, v
might not be safe.” N
he &5 positive it was Oswald,

05t

windou:

amily or 1 either one.
aw, Brennan says

But be-

Re-enact the Crime: \\% Os-
wald have been out of breath, at least,
if ‘he _had just come downstairs rapidly
trom the sixth floor? A Secnd T (E
lum1hr ited the trin in one ummtn
fourteen seconds _with na shortniess of

breath, With such carefully timed re-
enactmentsTthe commission satshed it-
self that “Oswald’s known actions in the
building immediately after the assassi-
nation are consistent with his having
been at the southeast corner window of
the sixth floor at 12:30 p.m.” But
wouldn't Oswald have been seen going
downstairs by Bonnie Ray Williams and
two co-workers who had been in a fifth-
floor room—directly under the assassin’s

— v . L - e .
caitse he did not say so at the ume, Me- window? The report says Williams and

el RUTH PAINE

pe The Oswalds lived with her

w HOWARD L.
2r woaw, Oswald shoot hewnedy .,

BRENNAN

Hopd

BUELL WESLEY FRAZIER

Drove Oswald to work Nov. 22

M.L. BAKER
Met Dswald in the Ipuchroom

the others, on hearimg the shots, rushed
to other windows from which “their
view of the stairwell was completely
blocked by shelves and boxes.™

Oswald could have left the deposigiry
at 12:33 p.m.—three minutes after %he
assussination. aL

Two Witnesses: The Warren  éifn-
mission  encountered no  difficultiesitlin
establishing Oswald’s subsequent rwe-
ments and actions—his trip by bus {ihd
cab to his rooming house, his encouhiter
with patrolman J.D. Tippit. Mrs Hedfen
Markbham was_one ol Hvo
vitnesses positivelv Jdentiving  Oswald

asThe man who shot down Tippit, ‘Hihd

a  waifress,

the Tommission assembled records prov-
ing Oswald had Goueht  Ihe_onasler
weapon, a o1 ﬂﬂl("‘ "t"\'n]‘-'r-t—llhlinl_'.
the alus of A.]. Hidell  Oswald 1had

the gun in his belt when patrolwpn
M.N. McDonald, with three other caps,
subdued him in the Texas Thoster
about 34 minutes after Tippit was slain.

There was little else for the conumis-
sion to determine. It ran thorough tests
to prove the capabilities of the Itafn
carbine, And as to Oswald’s capability,

the commission found him able (as a
Marine-trained marksman) to  commit
assassination—and  willing, Th: it was
demonstrated by his earlier dtrmpt to
shoot retired N —trm—+F A
Walker, an get Oswalds wile h-?ﬁfi('tt

he admitted to her,

Un the basis of these findings.” the
report says, “the commission has com-
cluded that Lee Harvey Oswald Wwas
the assassin of President

Kennedy.”

BONNIE RAY WILLIAMS =
One floor below Oswald A

T oRE

HELEN \IABLH- M
Saw Tippit;shot down



‘His Life: . . . Isolation,
Frustration and Failure
. .. Overriding Hostility’

=+ Why did Lee Harvey Oswald do it?
If there was a single motive in the mind
of John F, Kennedy's assassin, the War-
ren commission’s encyclopedic re-crea-
tion of his life was unable to pinpoint it.
An infinitelv complex man, bedeviled
by his own insignificance, Oswald acted
out of a whirlpool of impulses that be-
| gan to take shape, in a very real sense,
ceven before he was bomn. Indeed, if
- anything, Oswald’s quicksilver life itself
is the most persuasive explanation the
commission could find for the single
deéd that gave him immortality.

“His life was characterized by isola-
tion. frustration, and failure,” observes
. the commission’s report. “It is apparent
. ... that Oswald was moved by an over-
riding hostility to his environment. He
does not appear to have been able to
establish meaningful relationships with
other people. He was perpetually dis-
contented with the world around him.
Long before the assassination he ex-
pressed his hatred for American society
and acted in protest against it. Oswald’s
search for what he conceived to be the
perfect society was doomed from the
start. He sought for himself a place in
history—a role as the ‘great man’ who
would be recognized as having been in
advance of his times.

“His commitment to Marxism and
Communism appears to have been an-
other important factor in his motivation.
He also had demonstrated a capacity to
act decisively and without regard to
the consequences when such action
would further his aims of the moment.
Out of these and the many other fac-
tors which may have molded the char-
acter of Lee Harvey Oswald there
emerged a man capable of assassinating
President Kennedy.”

Echoes: Marina Oswald thought her
husband would never be happy any-
where, “only on the moon, perhaps.”
Certainly, Oswald wus rarely happy on
earth. The discordant themes of his life
were woven through his 24 vears like
an ominous fugue. The notes were
struck time and again during his cha-
otic childhood in New Orleans, Texas,
and New York, his Murine Corps hitch,
his quixotic Russian adventure, and the
‘last turbulent months back in America
Yafore' he finally found his niche in a
snipe’§ perch overlooking the Presiden-
tial mowreade in Dallas.

Fromf2a. beginning, Oswald was—
literally—a boy ‘only his mother could
love, Hid' father, Robert, an. insurance
premium collector,’ died of 2 heart at-

THE WARREN REPORT

tack before Lee was born—a loss, the
report concludes, that left a significant
stamp on the boy's personality in years
to come. For Oswald, there was only
his mother, Marguerite, already a di-
vorcee and a widow at 32, a preoccu-
pied woman prone to complain of life’s
harsh inequities. For his first few vears,
while his two older brothers lived in an
orphan asylum, Lee had his mother to
himself—if only because he was too
young to qualify for the orphanage. It
was probably his last taste of security.

Gun Play: From then on instability
was the pattern. Before the boy was 3,
Mrs. Oswald went to work, leaving Lee
with an aunt who, with five children of
her own, had little attention to spare
for the newcomer. Another temporary
guardian, a neighbor, found Lee “a bad,
unmanageable child who threw his toy
gun at her.” Soon after his third birth-
dav, Lee joined his brothers in the or-
phan’s home. Thirteen months later, he
was back with his mother—this time in
Dallas, where she planned to marry an
electrical engineer named Edwin A
Ekdahl. Oswald’s brother, John, testi-
fied that Lee found in Ekdahl “the
father he never had.” But net for long.
The marriage ended in recrimination
and divorce within three vears. By the
time Lee left for New York with his
mother just before his thirteenth birth-
day, he had lived in at least thirteen
homes (besides the asylum) in four
cities and had attended six schools. His
emotional withdrawal had begun.

In New York, Oswald exploded in re-
bellion against his family and against
authority nearly every place he encoun-
tered it. A short stay with brother John
and his wife in the Bronx ended when
Lee whipped out a knife during an ar-
gument with his sister-in-law; at least
once he struck his mother. Enrolled in
junior high school, he was teased by his
schoolmates because of his “Western”
clothes and Texas accent. He became
a chronic truant, once cursed an at-
tendance officer who caught him at the
Bronx Zoo as a “damn Yankee,” re-
fused to salute the flag, and wound up
at the Youth House for delinquents.
Now, for the first time, he was examined
by psychiatrists.

Signs: They found him anxiety-ridden
and shy, says the report, and hobbled
by “feelings of awkwardness and inse-
curity. He was reported to have said
‘I don't want a friend and 1 don’t like to
talk to people’ and ‘L dislike every-
body,” He was also described as having
a ‘vivid fantasy life, turning around the
topics of omnipotence and power,
through which he tries to compensate
for his present shortcomings and frus-
trations’ ... He admitted to fantasies
about being powerful and sometimes
hurting and killing people . .."

Chief' Youth House psychiatrist Re-

Ammiciated Press

‘I dislike everybody’

Oswald:

natus Hartogs noted “schizoid” features
in the boy's personality profile. But,
the commission points out, “coatrary to
reports that appeared after the assas-
sination, the psvchiatric examination did
not indicate that Lee was a potential
assassin [or] potentially dangerous.” In-
deed, one of the three counselors Os-
wald saw during this period, probation
officer John Carro, testified: “There
was nothing that would lead me to be-
lieve when [ saw him that there
would be seeds of destruction for some-
body ...” The third counselor con-
cluded: “No one ... ever met any of
his needs for love ... There are indica-
tions that he has suffered serious per-
sonality damage but if he can receive
help quickly this might be repaired to
some extent.”

The Outsider: Instead. within a few
months Oswald and his mother were
back in New Orleans. Even in his birth-
place, the vouth was an outsider._now
his new schoolmates teased him about
the Nor Zecent he had acquired.
Out of_ignoranc . at—m—he

T

Negro section of a bus and was beaten
¥ oo g hite vouths for his.
mistake. He confided in o schochnate
his plan to steal a pistol from a store on
FRampart Street {though never did). His
school _attendance improved, but he
PRt most of his free time alone, walks
ing—vyeling, and, _especially reading,
The books we qunist literature
fromi~the public library, and they gave
a new focus to his hife. Why Marxism?




s ™ ;{:g— =
Perhaps, savs the report, it was “another
unainfestation of Oswald s rejection  of

1is "environment., In anv event, (.)"“--J-ld

quirklv Became an advocate. He urged
T _ncquaintance to jom the Communist
Party with him; when he proclamed at
2 schoolmate & house thal e was llM)LlllL‘.‘
(frntlesslv) for a Commumst cell to
L
joirr, The tov s father threw him out, He
toldTmother that he would like to Tl

Premident Eisenhower because _he was
exploiting the working class.

et—igain perhaps for the same es-
capist motives—Oswald had  his
mind fixed on following his brother,
Robert, into the Marines. Not vet 16, he
forced a note from his mother and
E(hu]‘lpl(] out of school. But ulthongh he
,.1|1p.1unil\ induced Mrs. Oswald to
Fmake o false statement about his age,
;klm was II'.I.'l]]If'.‘ to sell himself to the
"'\I‘n'ihr‘-\ as a 17-vear-old. Rejected, he
’\\pcnt a vear working at odd jobs and
S honing up on Robert’s Marine manual
before finally heing accepted.

‘Ozzie Rabbit': The Marines, like
evervthing else, turned into a sour dis-
appointment. “All the Marine Corps did
was teach vou to kill,” one recruit testi-
fied  Oswald told bim, He alienated

other recruits (who took to calling Titm
“Ozzie it”) und baited his
e showed contempt_tor _authornty_by
slo mn dress, Unee on duty _in Japaa,

also

n Mmted Tis Comununist \\mnlﬂnm !' came resentful when he learne ] that

He stndied Russign, read a Russiang

Lun_.n we  newspaper, _blared  Russth
mimic from  his _barracks nhnuu,_;.uih
sprinkled Tis  conversati with =
and Thvets, and even insisted on using
the Ted pieces in_chess. Hhs new nick-
name comrade”_or"Oswaldsko-
vitel —and_Tie _Joved it. He got into

wias

ulhicers.
erE.

b

trouble. too. once being haled before a
conmrtomartial For owning _an_ unanthor-
ized derringer .22-caliber pistol (he uac-
cidentallv shaot himsell with 1t] and Tor
a drunken hont \nﬂl 1 se rg(‘mt . When
he was honombly b o the re-
serves in inph'mlwr 1‘)39. Oswald was
happy _to be done with the Muarnes and
the corps with Lym, o
Refooiing to the
at onee for the Soviet Union
tempte, - e-his—Aerican citi-
senship. “At the aee of 197 notes the
Warren report, “Oswald thus committed
an aet which was the maost striking in-
dication he had vet given of his willing-
ness to act on his heliefs in quite
extraordinary wavs.” Within a month, he
was to do so aguin—when Soviet officials
~told him he could net stav. Fle out his

“a strik-

S.. he left almost

wrists in an attempt at suicide,
ing indication of how willing . .. Le was
to act dramaticallv and decisivelv when
he faced an emotional erisis with few
readily available alternatives at hand.”

The Russians let Oswald stav, ship-
ping him off to Minsk as a metalworker
in a radio-TV plant, where he cansed

-

1 _apd _ats

-

ons

Prone to complain

Mother:

brief stir among fellow proletarians.
The notoriety, the special subsidv the
Russians_wcave him, and the river-view
flat thev assiened him prompted Oswald
to record in his

am_liy ving big and am very satished.”
“Love in Gloom: But his sanstaction

with life in Bussia proved to be as

short-lived as his conjugal bliss with Ma-

rina, whom he met at a dance and
married after another Russinn wirl re-
buffed his marriage proposal. He be-

Tarina \ LTS

lurger
ﬂummu ent of his attitude toward his
superiors i the Marine Corps, Oswald
apparently resented the exercise of au-

thority over him and the better treat-
ment afforded to Communist Party
officials.” savs the Warren report. “After

he returned to the US. ... he is re-
ported to have expressed the conclusion
that they had ‘fat stinking politicians
over there just like we have over here’.”
Just_eighteen months after his defec-
tor —;u’n_,;l even belore he met Marnna—

SN

and ridicule

Wile: Romanee

“Historical Diary™, "L

np artinent than he did

Oswald _began  negotiating_to rebam
home. On June 1. 1962, he, Marina,
and _their _baby _daushter. June Lep,
begun _the long trip back to \mr'l-'ig.
Oswald’s life after that was full Qf
personal turmoil. He cut himself off from
his mother and tumed on his wife. “He
apparently attempted to be ‘the Com-
mander’ by dictating many of the details
of their murried life,” savs the H]mrl
“Oswald struck his wife on occasion, ch’!
not want her to drink, smoke, or uc.i,l‘
cosmetics But Marina, too, i:lln-
tributed to the friction, the commission
feels. According to the _report. she once
wrote an_old boviriend in Russia to sifv
that she was sorrv she hudp't married
him—onlv to have the letter fall into Her
M She ridiculed Oswi ﬂ‘d 5
sexual_inadequacy Defore Iriends, arid
16T him once at the wroing of avinculgk
members of the small Kl,l.\-.:.ul-sptj]_]dﬁf!,
community of Dallas who had bhefriended
her and had little use for Oswald #"""
“That was only parf of  Ostv A1
troubles. He lost his first as a phpto
technician, because he nel cwﬁ'#,
argued  with s Tellow  workers,  and
brought a Russian-lanauage m'\\a_mIFé\'
to the shop. [ast four days Lttet. he t)n’i*
a pot_shot .lt fiahtist ex-Mar, _Gen, Ed"
win A. Walker after meticulousl: _J_)T«’]‘t-
ting the aperation for at least a_mont
“The Reasom? uu.__\_}ﬁnnr imd
dent,” savs the commission, “indicités
that in spite of the belief among thtn&
who knew him that he was app: nt'm
nof dangerons, Oswald did not-lack
determination and other traits r(qnfr%ﬂ
to mlt a_carefully_plhinned killing
of Wi munan being . .. if he tlm:u,ht
there was snfhrlcut Teason_to do €8.7
Oswald’s reason? “Marina Qswald mHP
cated that her husband had compart
General Walker to Adelf Hitler . . . '110-
said if someone had killed Hitler 98
time it would have saved many lives™
Soon after the attack on W LILH')
Oswald went to New Orleans to Tt
work. He found it as a greaser W2k
colfee processing plant, but lost the™&H
in two months for malingering in"'l(lx
adjoining garage, reading rifle and hant-
ing magaznes. But Oswald’s real virerd
tion in New Orleans was the ph.mNilﬁ
Fair Play for Cuba Committee ch: u\&'i
of which he was the sole membédfiss
The report dwells at length on "the
Kennedy Administration’s antagonism %6
Castro, especially as detuiled  in -theé
Communist and leftist publications O%
wald read regularly. But the repoie
notes that Oswald praised the Pi l‘\llh‘#ﬂ
on one score—civil nL.hts—shurtl\ before
the assassination, and adds: “Althougi
Oswald could possibly have been nipitiz
TT— e [gif
*Ar ahout this thme, Maring Oswahlld te -l!llr’f}rb\
wald made an ambiouous threat to shoot lthrl
Nixon who, he said. was going to be in Dallas u;!

Nixon, but his successor, Lyndon Johnsan, uraghe
publivized visit to town om April 23,

was

106

in an?ﬁ
\:\gvm_ Oswalkd wever left the houss that tlayss LS |



wated in part by his sympathy for the
(Castro government, it should be remem-
ibered that his wife fE3THfiTe YIS
;disappointed witli_Tis Tathie o get to
#Cuba and had lost_his desire_to_do_so
jbecause of the bweaneracs
tape which he had enconntered.”
.« Last Frontier: Cuba was Lee Harvey
Oswald's last Land of Prester John—his
final hope for paradise just across the
."honmn In July 1963, he talked of hi-
sjacking a plane and Hying to Havana.
Late in September, he went to the Cu-
jhan Embassy in Mexico City in a vain
uquest fnr a visa to Cuba in transit to
cRussia. “In retrospect ... [it] may well
r.h:we been Oswald's l-.u\t escape hatch,”
seoncludes the cormmissian, “his last gam-
abit to extricate himselt from the medioc-
feity and defeat which plagued him
‘bthrough most of his life.”
i More defeats were awaiting Oswald
iback in Texas. Still ont of a job, he
idould barely maintain o household, and
=Marina—about to give birth to their sec-
ond child=didnt want to live with him.
Instead, she boarded with a Russian-
speaking  American friend, Mrs. Ruth
“Paine, in Irving. In mid-October, with
P fvs. Paine’s help, Osw: ald got a $1.25-an-
hour job filling orders at Dallas’s Texas
Scliool Book Depository. Four davs later,

andd_red

Murina  bare their second danghter
eRichel. “Hewas vensdumpe—she—intes
;_g__gud__u_m__w_cpt_.&—huh_ But
n the wi arted closing_in_goain,
Twice_ irs . L0

eiber, FBI agents visited the Paine
bme _asking_questions _about Oswald.
wo weeks later, he had a terrible row

yith Manna when she learned he had
sen_livineg o Dallas wmder an aliac

?P-u,mm to_the new I
“When will all your
an end'."" Marina stormed at her hus-
obrand. “All of these comedies?™ By now
vBallas papers were full of news of the
smpending  Presidential visit, including
word that the motorcade would pass
swlong Elm Street, beneath the windows
iof the depository. Four days later, on
“the eve of the assassination, Oswald
rdppeared unexpectedly at the Paine
"House and lmplorod Marina to live with
“Him again in Dallas. Marina hedged her
skeply, and made no effort o talk when
The joined him in bed that night.

79 The Day: “No one will ever know.”
the commission observes. “what passed
“throngh Oswald's' mind during the week
hefore Nov, 22, 1963.7 Wl B
4ig that Oswald awoke on the morming

Bl interes
oolishness come l’c)

haps, the_commission mg{ulatm, 1u\-1

'The Very Fact That He Defected

Tu kill a President can take only 4.8
seconds, but to kill all doubt about
his death in the minds of uneasy men
can take farever.

The Warren commission made an
extraordinary start—one that reasonable
men, at least, will be likely to accept as
the last word. To track down every
doubt, however farfetched, it stopped
at nothing, however arduous or remote.
The investigation entailed:
® The submission of every single word
Lee Harvey Oswald ever wrote or ever
received to the crack cryptographers of
the National Security Agency to check
for some complicated Soviet code. Their
verdict: nothing.
= A\ search throngh Cuban airline files in
Mexico City—presumably  under CIA
auspices—for evidence of any Hight by
Oswald to Castro’s Cuba. The evidence:
nonexistent.
= The relentless pursuit of even the
most peripheral witnesses—the driver
who picked up a sometime associate of
Jack  Ruby, hitchhiking mysteriously
fromm Dallas to Michigan the day after
the assassination. His contribution: nil.

The doubts had risen from John Ken-
nedy’s hospltal deathbed, spawned in
the carnival confusion that was Dallas
immediately after the assassination, mul-
tiplied by the murderer’s murder, and

magmified above all by the fact that
Lee Harvey Oswald was a self-styled
Marxist, a defector to Communist Russia
and an agitator for Castra’s Cuba.

Was Oswald acting as an agent of a
Communist conspiracy when he killed
President Kennedy?

To find out, the Wiarren commission
started with Oswald’s first known adult
interest in Russia (when he started
studying the language as a Marine pri-

vate stationed in Japan), dogged his
every step through his defection and his
marriage in Russia, to his life in Minsk
as a worker in the “Byelorussian Radio
and Television Factory,” and finally to
his retum as an outcast in a land that
he didnt want and that didn’t want him.

Hunting Club: Inside Russia, the
Warren commission used every avail-
able weapou of espionage to check on
Oswald’s trail—even to exploring the cir-
cumstances surrounding his membership
in a hunting club while he was living
in Minsk.

“One Russiun  émigré  testified
this was a suspicious circumstance,” the
report notes, “hecause no one. in the
Soviet Union is pennittm! to own a gun
for pleasure. The commission’s investi-
g.ttmu however, has established that
this is not so. The Central Intelligence
Agency has advised the commission that

that

A

r. Mocusa

iof the most important dayv of his life
“hefore_the rest of the Paine household, .

“placed _his wedding band _and a wallet
containing $170 on the dresser, snatched

‘ip_the mail-order Halian rifle he had
hidden in the Paine garage months be-

NocTuwuya ,,METPOMNOAB"

MJéM

Fore—and  went to the depository 1o
“shoot the President ol the United States.

Warren Commissioe

Exhibit No. 913: Oswald's request that his U.S. citizenship be revoked
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hunting societies such as the dne to
which Oswald belonged are very popu-
lar in the Soviet Union. They are fre-
iquently sponsored by factories for their
pemploves, as was Oswald’s. Moreover,
iSgviet citizens (or foreigners residing
in the Soviet Union) are pcrmltted to
cowrshotguns, ~but “not rifles, without
fjgining a society; all that is necessary is
that the gun be registered at the local
(uilitia office immediately after it has
1bﬂ‘n purchased.
It Experts from the Central Intelligence
‘Agency have examined Oswald’s club
;membership certificate and gun permit
g.prl expressed the opinion that its terms
Faml numbers are consistent with other
,J‘nfurm.ltmn the CIA has about the So-
yiet Union ... Moreover, the CIA has
yiformed the commission that it is in
posstssmn of considerable information
i the location of secret Soviet tr aining
stitutions and that it knows of no such
!ﬂlhth(_)ll in or near Minsk during the
Hme Oswald was there.”

1\\ as  Oswald—or, his_ wife—ever a
wo iet agent? « gé
“The very fact that\he defe ted .

sityelf_persiasive evidence that he was

t recruited as_ap agent prior fo his
Fection, the report concludes. “The
:}ct tha ad g Russian_wite

. to increase any surveillance
ader \\hirh he wonld be kept bv

Amierican_security agencies” and so_se-
'mlx' argues avainst his recruthnent as

1[1}3 _agent _while he was in_Russia

|
|

“Marina Oswald’s lack of English train-
ing and her complete ignorance of
the United States and its customs
would scarcely recommend her to the
Soviet authorities as one member of
an ‘agent team’ to be sent to the
United States on a difficult and danger-
ous foreign enterprise.”

The Big Picture was scanned, too,
and Secretary of State Dean Rusk testi-
fied: “I have seen no evidence that
would indicate to me that the Soviet
Union considered that it had an interest
in the removal of President Kennedy or
that it was in any way involved in the
removal of President Kennedy.”

But what about the possibility that
Oswald was recruited as a Soviet agent
after he returned to the U.S.?

Local Russians: To find out, the War-
ren commission started with a loosely-
knit group of 30 Russian-born or
Russian-speaking persons in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth area who befriended one
or both of the Oswalds. Twenty-five of
them actually testified before the com-
Jmissinn or its staff, others “were inter-
viewed on behalf of the commission.”
Most of them, like George Bouhe of
Dallas, openly disliked Oswald and “at-
tempted to dissuade Marina from re-
turning to her husband in November
1962”7 when she had left him.

The commission’s investigation found

]

nothing which suggested any member of
the Russian-speaking community was in-
volved in Lee Oswald's preparations to
assassinate President Kennedy, though
it did uncover some fascinating details.
There was the story of George De
Mohrenschildt, for instance, an “eccentric

. individualistic” character, born in the
Russian Ukraine, once a student at a
Polish cavalry school with a- doctor’s de-
gree in international commerce from the
University of Liége and a master’s in
petroleum geology and engineering from
the University of Texas.

“ Pot Shot: “The De Mohrenschildts
came to Oswald’s apartment on Neely
Street [in Dallas] for the first time on the
evening of April 13, 1963, apparently to
bring an Easter gift for the Oswald
child. Mrs. De Mohrenschildt testified
that while Marina Oswald was showing
her the apartment, she saw a rifle with
a scope in a closet. Mrs. De Mohren-
schildt then told her husband in the

presence of the Oswalds, that there was

political prisoners_of the (

av
place for extremist or revolutionary ‘or-
gamzabons 1, and even got an intelli-
gence report on- the reaction to the
assassination of President Kennedv, of
the Cuban Embassy emplove who han-
dled Oswald’s application for a visg, g

C.le"i An .:\mw'd Marxist, “she was
‘genuinely upset’.” (Oswald never.go
the visa.) A

One incident involving the investiga
tion into Oswald’s possible connections
with Castro’s Cuba dramatically illys.
trates the attention aiven by | the
commission to these possibilities of con-
spiracy. It sprang from the testimony pf
Mrs, Svivia Odio, 27. a native of Ha-
DIES; O ,
vana, whose parents she alleged | are
Castro_regime.
She _testified that late in_Septemper
thr/LLmen came to her Dallas apapt-
ment, to_ask her help soliciting funds
for the Cuban Revolutionary Junta,, an
4ntl Castro organization ol _which she Js

:T_She festilied that two of, une

men  used ﬁ(tmmﬁ underground ['war
g

el

Lo
(]

f
Jack Ruby at Dallas Police headquarters the night of the assassination

!
{a rifle in the closet. Mrs. De Mohren-
schildt testified that ‘George, of course,
with his sense of humor—[ex-Maj. Gen.
Edwin A.] Walker was shot a few days
ago, within that time. He said, “Did
vou take a pot shot at Walker by any
hance?”” At that point, Mr. De Moh-
renschildt testified, Oswald ‘sort of
shriveled ... made a peculiar face’
According to the De Mohrenschildts,
Mr, De Mohrenschildt’s remark was in-
tended as a joke, and he had no knowl-
edge of Oswald’s involvement in the
attack on Walker ... The De Mohren-
schildts left ‘verv soon atterwards. Tley
never saw either of the Oswalds Tgain.
“To explore every facet of Oswald’s
flirtation with Castro, the Warren com-
mission retraced his bus trip to Mexico
City from New Orleans on September
25, 1963, interviewed his fellow passen-
gers, emploves, and fellow guests at the
Hotel del Comercio (“not especially pop-
ular among Cubans, and there is no_ins
“dication that it is used as a meeting

e -

“Ii

names,” that the third wan was 1qt.rp-
duced to her us Ic—-nn QOswald"—and

that she was “certain” this man \_\J'iiéf
Harvey Uswald.

1€ ¢ ion : rt};e
impossible—to _attempt to locate and
identify the men that Mrs. Qdm_st:).ted
were In her ap{rtmemjg_d__nnl» two

weeks ago the FBI did jus "On
Septemilier the I'BI located

Loran }:.u;zcne H.t daic.

“tember of 1963 he was in Dallas, raohctt-
ing_aid in connection with anti-Castro
activities. He said he had visited Mrs.
Odio. He was accompanied by Lavg-
rence— Howard, a Mexican- ‘uuenmn
TFrom East Los Angeles and one William
Seymour from Arizona. He stated tflat
mem'r is similar in appearance- to Lee

Harvey Oswald. )
“"Radical Right: While pw{nn;. Wnsue-

cessfully for any link between O\wam

the assassin, and a Communist conspir-

acy, the commission had to cope with
Lt




major domestic conspiracy charges. Was
Jghere any connection between Lee Har-
wvey Oswald and the radical right? Was
there a link between Oswald and Jack
JRubyv, who had been caught by TV
sgameras in the corridors of Dallas police
theadquarters from the verv dav of Os-
wald's arrest? What ahouot the charge by

,_tllg loudest (and most fnancatiy =soc
seesstul] of the doubters, New York at-
oenevspotitoiam SMark Tane, t uby
.aud Officer Tippit had met in Ruby’s
strig_joiut with a known _ultrg-conservy-
tf\'e eicht dayvs before the assassination?
“"As for the radical right, the commus-
sion came up with a_few new nuggets,
“but nothing to tie in with Oswald or
Ruby. Suimples:
‘n Officer Tippit_worked “weekends_in a
"Dallas restaurant owned by & member
nl’ the Tolm Birch_Societv” (but no one
“e¥er heard them talk politics)
® When he was arrested, Ruby had in

‘Rumors and Speculations’

“Lacking the testimony of Lee Harvey Oswald," states the
report, “it has been necessary to reconstruct painstakingly all of
the facts that led the Commission to the conclusion that Oswald
assassinated President Kennedy, acting alone and without ad-

,vice or assistance . . . In addition the Commission has inquired
i into the various hypotheses, rumors, and speculations that have
| arisen from the tragic developments of November 22-24, 1963
‘ This appendix is intended to clarify the most widespread

Pﬁt‘. p()\\L‘GNIUﬂ

;lrg]lrwmﬂlll promoted by H.L.

i whose political views are highly

uu iservative,
® Hunts  son,

Nelson  Bunker Hunt,
helpal hnance  the Tull-page  hlack.
sbordered anti-Kennedy ad  (“Welcome,
My, Ketmedy™ ) which greeted the Presi-
tdent in the Dallas Moming News on the
day of his death. The ad was placed by
al 26-yvear-old rug salesman _named Ber-
mard Wetssman, another extremist.

A was Wessman who, by Lane's
account, had met with Tippit and “heart-
broken” Jack Ruby, lover of dogs, re-
porters, gamblers, cops, and strippers, a
health nut, a snappy dresser, a tax de-
dimquent (he owes the US. “approxi-
‘mately $44,0007), and the killer of Lee
Harvey U-;\mld L;mc. Lias repeatedly
rishuse: ixg) 2

of _fis mfo[mm]t the report reves
avith ill-concealed acerbity, because “he

:h.:d promised the individugl that his

e w ould not be revealed without s

!

twoTiadio senpts of a

permission. As of last week, Lane had

still “Tailed to teveal the name of Bis oo

fprmant and has oftered no evidence to
support his allegation.”

v, Wever Met: Neither could the com-
gpission find any credible evidence that
Bunby had ever met Oswald. Every such
allegation was investigated, and “in all
but a few instances ... the person re-
sponsible for the report either denied
making it or admitted he had no basis
for the original allegations.” One “wit-

ness” to a Ruby-Oswald meeting gave
Ost—m pockmarks on the chin the

oy, Williyn D. Crowe
e 'L_fﬁfﬁhluh pertormer with a_memory
‘l(t in_his_repertoire was asked by the

dommission how certain Tie ' Wils t!ml the
Man he saw - was actually

(}\\\ il e face seemed bami 'm'r as
some faces do. and 1 had associated

hini With o patron that I had seen ip the
club @ week Defore. That was abont-it.”

/ factual misunderstandings."”
The Source of the Shots
here have been speculations that

some or all of the shots aimed at
President Kennedy and CGovermor Con-
nally came from the railroad overpass as
the Presidential automobile approached
it, or from somewhere other than the
Texas School Book Depository Building.
Related speculations maintain that the
shots came from both the railroad over-
pass and the Texas School Book Deposi-
tory Building. These are supported by a
number of assertions that have beer
carefully examined by the Commission
in the course of its investization and re-
jected as being without foundation.

SPECULATION: The shots that killed
the President came from the railvoad
overpass above the triple underpass.

FINDING: The shots that entered the
neck and head of the President and
wounded Governor Connally came from
behind and above, There is no evidence
that any shots were fired at the Presi-
dent from anvwhere other than the
Texas School Book Depository Building.

SPECULATION: More than three
shots, perhaps as many as five or siy,
were fired at the President and Gov-
ernor Connally/

FINDING: The weight of the evi-
dence indicites that three shots were
fired, of which two struck President Ken-
nedy. There is persuasive evidence from
the etputs tTl._t one of Tnu.c- l\m Dullets
also stry / it-
nesses claimed that thc'_\' }iem'd _mgre
than three shots but, as Tullv_descrilied
in chapfer II1, the ereat mujority he‘ud
only three shots.

SPECULATION: At leu?ﬁ./ or five
bullets have been found. X
FINDING: Alter —the /ust mm.mun
metal remains of bullets were recovered
If:cse mdud(.d an almost whole bnllc-t
Riguy amments weiching 44.6
gr.nns and 310 grams, and_other frag-,

ments too small to be identified._These

Highlights from this section:

on the stretcher used for President Kep-
nedy at Pukland Hospital —

FINDING: No bullet was found on
the stretchef used Dv  President Ken-
nedy. An almost whole bullet .. . Tolled
off the stretcher [of Gov.] Connallv. .

SPECULATION: The Presidential car
stopped momentarily or almaost come to
a complete halt after the first shot. This
is “evidence that the driver had the
ImpPTEssIon Tl THe Gist shol—eansa from
the Tront and therefore hesitated to
Irive CToSET 10 the overpass. 2

“FINDINGT The  Presidentia did
pot stop or .tfmt come to i@ um _m:‘tv
halt affer 1o
anv other shots. The driver . . . has testi-
fisgd—that he_accelerated ﬂle car_atter
what _was_probably the second  shot.
Maotion_pictures of the scene show fhat
the car slowed down momentarily after
the shot that struck the President in the
héad and then speeded up rapidly.

SPECULATION: The Presidential car
had a small round bullet hole in the
front windshield. This is evidence that a
shot or shots were fired at the President
from the front of the car.

FINDING: The windshield was not
penetrated by any bullet. A small resi-
due of lead was found on the inside
surface of the windshield; on the outside
of the windshield was a very small pat-
tern of cracks immediately in front of
the lead residue on the inside. The bul-
let from which this lead residue came
was probably one of Uiose that strick
the President and theretore caune from
overliead and to the rear ... \ - 1

SPECULATION: The throof v wound
sustained by the President wus the re-
sult™of a sho Tont accord-
ing to doctors at Parklund Hu\.[Tf.'ﬂ"“

FINDING: Doctors at Parkland Fos-

{pital originaTN_Delievet—tarTie hroat

“wound_could have been either au entry
or_exit wound but they made no exag

oy ¥ a 1% P

nation_to_ determine and - exit
wounds. Subsequently, when the evi-

eutoe

metal remains indicate that at least two
shots were hred. Ihe Commission be-
lieves that three shots were fired.

SPECULATION: A bullet was found

dence of the autousv bmnw available,
doctors g aoveed that it

was an exit mu.ud.___* -
SPECULATION: It s

inconceivable
=G

A=



that the doctors at Parkland Hospital
did not turn the President over on his
face and notice the bullet hole in the
back of his neck.
FINDING: Doctors at Parkland Hos-
pital have testified that the President
remained on his back while he was at
"~ Parkland Hospital for treatment and that
they did not turn him over at any time;
they were busy trying to save his life.
Consequently, they were never aware
of the hole in the back of his neck unti
they were notified of it later,

The Assassin

Specnlaliuns tending to support the
iad theory that Oswald could not have
assassinated  President  Kennedy  are
‘hased on a wide variety of assertions.
Among these are statements that Os-
wald could not have been acquainted
with  the maotorcade route before he
came to work on November 22, that he
may well have carried curtain  rods
rather than a rifle in a brown paper
package he brought with him, that
there may have been other people in
fthe building who could have fired the
rifle, that Oswald could not have fired
the shots in the time available to him,
that he was not a good enough marks-
nan to have scored the hits with the
%ﬂe, that there were other people in
the lunchroom of the Depository Build-
ing when he was confronted by Patrol-
man M.L. Baker, and that there are no
eyewitnesses who could identify Oswald
as having been in the window.

* SPECULATION: Oswald could not
Kive known the motorcade route before
ke arrived at work on November 22

" FINDING: The motorcade route was
Eublished in both Dallas papers on No-
‘ember 19 and was therefore available
it least 72 hours before Oswald reported
f?r work on November 22,

. SPECULATION: Oswald may well
bave carried curtain rods to work on
November 22 in the brown paper pack-
age he was observed to bring into the
building because he lived in a room
where he needed them.
FINDING: According to Oswald’s land-
lady at 1026 North Beckley Avenue,
Mrs. A.C. Johnson, the room had vene-
tian blinds, curtain rods, and curtains
while Oswald was living there. The cur-
tain rods in the Paine garage that be-
longed to Mrs. Paine were still there
dfter Oswald went to work on Novembef
22, Mrs. Paine and Maripa Oswald testi-
—fed that Oswald had not spoken to
them_about curtain rods. After the assas-
sination_the empty package_was Tornd
near the window frop whi shots
were_fired. but no_curtain_rods were
found,

SPECULATION: It is probable that

N

the chicken lunch, remains of which were
found on the sixth floor, was eaten by an
accomplice of Oswald who ad hidden
on the sixth floor overnight. \AF

FINDING: The chicken lunch{ had
been eaten shortly after noon on No-
vember 22 by Bounie Ray Williams, an
employee of the Texas School Book De-
pository, who after eating his lunch went
to the fifth floor where he was when the
shots were fired. Oswald did not eat the
chicken lunch, nor did he drink from
the soft drink bottle found near the
chicken lunch.

SPECULATION: An amateur S-milli-
meter photograph taken at 12:20 p.m,,
10 minutes before the assassination of
President Kennedy, showed two silhou-
ettes at the sixth-Hoor window of the
Depository.

FINDING: A film taken bv an ama-
teur photographer, Robert T.E. Hughes,
just before the Jssissimmbon—shows a
shadow in the southeast cormner window
of the sixth Hoor. This has been deter-
mined after examination by the FBI and
the U.S. Navy Photographic Interpreta-
tion Center to be the shadow from the
cartons near the window.

SPECULATION: A picture published
widely in newspapers and magazines
after the assassination showed Lee Har-
vey Oswald standing on the front steps
of the Texas School Book Depository
Building shortly before the President's
motorcade passed by.

FINDING: The man on the front steps
of the building, thought or alleged by
some to be Lee Harvey Oswald, is actu-
ally Billy Lovelady, an employee of the
Texas Schoal Book Depository, who
somewhat resembles Oswald. Lovelady
has identified himself in the picture, and
other employees of the Depository
standing with him, as shown in the pic-
ture, have verified that he was the man
in the picture and that Oswald was not
there.

SPECULATION: The President’s car
was going at a speed estimated at from
12 to 20 miles per hour, thus presenting
a target comparable to the most difficult
that a soldier would encounter under
battlefield conditions.

FINDING: During the period be-
tween the time that the first and second
shots struck the President, the Presiden-
tial car was traveling at an average
speed of approximatelv 11.2 miles per
hour. Expert wimesﬂmmm
mrgﬁ%mﬁnwnﬂr one
because car_was going away from
the marksman in a straight Tine
e ——

SPECULATION: Oswald could not
have fired three shots from the Mann-
licher-Carcano rifle in 3% seconds.

FINDING: According to expert wit-
nesses, exacting tests conducted for the
Commission demonstrated that it was

T ATy

wald in these pictures is not the sam
rifle that was found on the sixth ﬂc;ér‘
of the Texas School Book Deposi d{-};d
Building, i
P FINDING:

J o metiazao sitremob vofa
possible to fire three shots from the
rifle within 5% seconds. It should be
noted that the first loaded shell was alt
ready in the chamber ready for firing;
Oswald had only to pull the trigger to
fire the first shot and to work the bolt
twice in order to fire the second and
third shots. They testified that if the seé
ond shot missed, Oswald had between
4.8 and 5.6 seconds to fire the threé
shots. If either the first or third shot
missed, Oswald had in excess of 7 seé
onds to fire the three shats. "

SPECULATION: Oswald  did ngt
have the marksmanship ability demor}}
strated by the rifleman who fired 1%
shots, e
FINDING: Oswald qualified ‘K‘d
sharpshooter and a marksman with';f.lﬁ
M-1 rifle in the Marine Corps. \Lml}g
Oswald testified that in New Orlea
her husband practiced operating egﬁ‘
bolt of the rifle. Moreover, exper
stated that the scope was a substantfy
aid for rapid, accurate firing. The Cofb-
mission concluded that Oswald had ?'
capability with a rifle to commit hs-
sassination. 1988

woed
SPECULATION: Ammunition for the
rifle found on the sixth Hoor of the
Texas School Book Depository had not
been manufuctured since the end cof
World War 1L The ammunition used. by
Oswald must, therefore, have beenat
least 20 vears old, making it extremely
unreliable. el
FINDING: The ammunition used . in
the rifle was American ammunition red
cently made by the Western Cartridge
Co., which manufactures such ammupjy
tion currently. In tests with the ;
kind of ammunition, experts fired Osy -
wald’s Mannlicher-Carcano rifle mong,
than 100 times without any misfires. 14,

SPECULATION: The assertion tha¥
Oswald’s palmprint appeared on the riflef
is false. The FBI told newsmen in af
off-the-record briefing session that théri
was no palmprint on the rifle. ot

FINDING: The FBI confirmed that
the palmprint lifted by the Dallas pofice
from the rifle found on the sixth flobrt
of the Texas School Book Depositbry
Building was Oswald’s palmprint. The:
FBI informed the Commission that ‘el
FBI agent made statements of any type
o the press concerning the existences

 nonexistence of this print. 1wl

SPECULATION: The picture of '..’;Jﬂ
wald taken by his wife in March or
April 1963 and showing him with a rﬂfel

and a pistol was “doctored” when it ap-
- - o
peared in magazines and newspapers

e
February 1964, The rifle held by 08

5LEH

Feele
Life magazine, Newk-’

Baadar -



week, and the New York Times notified
the T — T

: . v Tad Tetouche
this picture. In doing so, thev_inadvert-
eptly altered defails of the rifle.

41 SPECULATION: After firing the shots,

Oswald could not have disposed of the
rifle ‘and descended the stairs to the
kmnchroom in time to get a drink from a
boft drink machine and be there when
Patrolman Baker came in.

2 FINDING: A series of time tests made
by investigators and by Roy S. Truly
and Patrolman M.L. Baker at the request
of the Commission, show that it was pos-
sible for Oswald to have placed the rifle
behind a box and descended to the
linchroom on the second floor before
Patrolman Baker and Truly got up there.
Osw; i e drink :
in_his hand at the time he was con-
fronted by Baker and_he was not stang-
ing by the soft drink machine, He was
just__entering  the lunchroom: Baker
caught a glimpse of him through the
glass_panel 1 the door leading to the
luggﬁmnm vestibule.

SPECULATION: There were other

people present in_the lunchroom at the
time that Baker and Truly saw Oswald
there.
., FINDING: Baker and Truly have both
stated that there was no one in the
lunchroom other than Oswald at the
time that they entered. No other wit-
xess to this incident has been found.

" SPECULATION: Police were sealing
off all exits from the building by the
time Oswald got to the second Hoor.
" FINDING: Police may have begun to
take up positions at the exits to the
building as early as 12:33, but it is un-
likely that they had blocked them off
completely until 12:37 p.m. at the earli-
est, Oswald was seen in an office, walk-
ing toward an exit Teading to the front
staitway, _at aboul L . Oswald
probably had at least 7 minutes in which
to gef out of the building withoul being
stopped.

O;wald's Movements Between
'12:33 and 1:15 p.m.

One of the major theses urged in sup-
\J port of the theory that Oswald did
not murder Patrolman Tippit was that
+his known movements after he left the

4 TAOTIS WIKARW WY
earlier. The housekeeper at the room-

inghouse testified that Oswald spent
only a few minutes at the house,
leaving as hurriedly as he had arrived.
During police interrogation after his ar-
rest, Oswald admitted to riding both bus
and taxi in returning to his roominghouse
after the assassination of the President.
From 1026 North Beckley Avenue, Os-
wald could easily have walked the nine
tenths of a mile to 10th Street and Pat-
ton Avenue where he [met] Tippit.

SPECULATION: Oswald did not
have time for all of the movements in-
puted to him between his departure
from the Texas School Book Depository
and his encounter with Tippit.

FINDING: Time tests of all of Os-
wald’s movements establish that these
movements could have been accom-
plished in the time available to him.

SPECULATION: Oswald was stopped
by police as he left the building and
was permitted to pass after he told
them he worked in the building.

FINDING: The Commission has [oind
no witness who saw Oswald leave the
building. This speculation is probably a
misinterpretation of the fact that he was
stopped in the lunchroom by Patrolman
Baker before he left the building and
was allowed to proceed after Truly,
the Depository superintendent, identi-
fied him as an emplovee there. Police
did al_off the building until at
least several minutes after Oswald cou
have left.

SPECULATION: The log of the cab-
driver who took Oswald to North Beck-
ley Avenue, William W. Whaley, shows
that Oswald entered his cab at 12:30
p-m. Since this occumred at some dis-
tance from the point of the President’s
assassination, Oswald could not have
shot the President.

FINDING: Whaley's log does show
12:30 p.m., but he has testified that he
was not accurate in logging the time
that passengers entered his cab, that he
usually logged them at 15-minute inter-
vals, and that it was undoubtedly some
time later than 12:30 when Oswuld
entered his cab. Sometimes he did not
make entries in his logbook until three
or four trips later. The bus transfer in
Oswald’s  possession was issued after
12:36 p.m. The Commission has deter-
mined that Oswald probably entered

g::ss_e(rﬁ"p_—L_——:;::;ﬁ;lt Bonkm?emnsli::zre' ::::':};idn:: [the] cab at about 12:47 or 12:48 p.m.

L10th—Streer and Patton Avenue In time
fto encounter Tippit bv 1106 p.m. _Care-
ful reenactments by investigative agen-
cles an

d by members of the Comrnission

staff of Oswald's movements from the
time he left the Texas School Book De-
pository until he encountered Tippit
verified that Oswald could reach his
roominghouse at 1026 North Beckley
Aveshe. at, spproximately L R 9f

SPECULATION: Oswald was on  his
way to Jack Ruby's apartment when he
was stopped by Patrolman Tippit.

FINDING: There is no evidence that
Oswald and Ruby knew each other or
had any relationship through a third
party or parties. There is no evidence
that Oswald knew where Ruby lived.
Accordingly, there is neither evidence
or.Jeion, to belieye. that, Qswald, yias

R
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jon his way to Ruby's apartiment when
e was stopped by Tippit.

b

. Murder of Tippit

o peculations on the murder of Tippit
;:S centered - about—assertions—that - he
was elsewhere than he was supposed to
_be when he was shot, that he knew the
man who shot him, and that the deserip-
tion of the murderer given by one of
ithe eyewitnesses did not fit Oswald’s
-iwlescription.

s° The Commission found that Tippit
ywas unquestionably patrolling in an area
to which he had been directed by police
-headquarters, There was no evidence
ato support the speculation that Tippit
-and Oswald krew each other or had
.ever seen each other hefore. The de-
lg;crintifm of the mwordersr fnpulte 3]

Witnesses to the shooting observed no
signs of recognition between [them].

SPECULATION: Mrs. Helen Mark-
ham, a witness to the slaying of Tippit,
put the time at just after 1:06 p.m. This
would have made it impossible for Os-
wald to have committed the killing since

he would not have had time to arrive at

the shooting scene by that time.
FINDING: The shooting of Tippit has
been established at approximately 1:15
or 1:16 : st
police headquarters on Tippit's car radio
by anothér witness to the assassination,

Domingo Benavides. In_her various

statements_and in her testimony. SIS

Al =ter

Markham was uncertain . . . of the exact
time of the slaying:

SPECULATION: Oswald wore an
olive-brown plain jFTet which 15 vsible

in_all the pictures of him after his arrest.

pone of the witne._es was denied by her

bm had no _sunport brom iy “[ﬁer
eyewitness.

L. SPECULATION: Tippit was driving
salone in his police car even though
gstanding orders for police in Dallas were
athat radio cars of the type Tippit was
ndriving must have two policemen .

be FINDING: Dallas  police  officials
gstated that department policy required
-iabout 80 percent of the patrolmen on
othe day shift, 7 am. to 3 p.m.. to work
yglone. Tippit was one of the patrolmen
Lissigned to work alone that day,

SPECULATION: Tippit violated a pro-
kedure _governing rudi S W
iled to notifv headquarters that he was
xstopping to question a suspect.
0f "FINDING: The Da ice Depart-
sanent had no requirement or regulation
afor police officers to notify headquarters
gwhen stopping to question a suspect.
Therefore, Tippit did not violate any
wiolice radio procedure in failing to no-
adify the radio dispatcher that he was
agtopping Oswald,

2! ~SPECULATION: Tippit_could not have

“fecognized Oswald from the description
Yisent gnt over the police radio.
i FINDING: There is no certain way of
'knowing whéther Tippit vecoanized Os-
*wald From e description put_out by the
Wpglice radio. The Dallas Police Depart-
“ment radio log shows that the police
“ivadio dispatcher at 1:29 p.n. noted a
'b%‘lmilurity between the broadeast de-
Heriptions of the President’s assassin and
;i Jippit’s slaver. It is conceivable, even
.n&ubahie, that Tippit stopped Oswald
cause of the description broadcast by

e police radio.

10 SPECULATION: Tippit and his Liller
Bknew each other.

90t FINDING: Investigation has revealed
dmo evidence that Oswald und Tippit
sowere acquainted, had ever seen each
argther, or had any mutual acquaintances.

FINDING: _At the time of Dis arrest,

Oswald was not wearing a jacket._The
jacket that was subsequentlv recovered

in_a_parking lot_and_identiied as_Os-
wald’s was a light-gray one.

SPECULATION: Oswald’s  landlady,
Mrs. A.C, Johnson, said that Oswald
never had a gun in the room. f

FINDING: In_ her te-s'in_my_h_n__n-
the Commission, Mrs. Johnson said that
he "never hrought that rifle in my house.
T ¥ He_could have had thiustd, |1
don't know, because w
scabbard.” As shown in chapter IV, Os-
€ 2 3

ept his rifle in the Paine garage

wald
in Irving while he was living in Dallas
during October and November. The pis-
tol was small and easily concealed.

SPECULATION: There was abso-
lutely no place to hide a gun in Os-
wald’s room at 1026 North Beckley Ave.

FINDING: In the search of Oswald’s
oom after his apprehension police found
a pistol holster. Oswald’s landlady, Mrs.
A.C. Johnson, stated that she had not
seen the holster before. There is no rea-
son to believe that Oswald could not
have had both a pistol and the holster
hidden in the room. Oswald’s pistol was
a small one with the barrel cut down to
2% inches. It could have been concealed
in a pocket of his clothes.

SPECULATION: Oswald did not pick
up the revolver from his room at 1 p.m.

FINDING: There is reason to believe
that Oswald did pick up the revolver
from his room, probably concealing it
beneath his jacket. This likelihood is re-
inforced by the finding of the pistol
holster in the room . ..

Oswald After His Arrest

he Commission found that assertions
T that the Dallas police treated Os-
wald brutally and denied him his con-
stitutional rights to legal counsel had no

e - -~ - -

foundation in fact. Insinuations that Dal-
las police officials and District Attomey
Henry M. Wade fabricated or altered
evidence to establish the guilt of Os-
wald were baseless. It is true that po-
lice officials and the district attorney
made errors in giving evidential infor-
mation to the press, but these were
clearly the result of misapprehensions
or ignorance rather than intent and at
the worst represent bad judgment.

SPECULATION: Oswald was the vie-
tim of police brutality,

FINDING: Oswald resisted wrest in
the Texas Theatre and drew a gun. He
received a slight cut over his right eye
and a bruise under his left eye in the
course of his struggles. During the time
he was in police custody, he was neither
ill-treated nor abused.

SPECULATION: Oswald was never
formally charged with the assassination
f the President; he was charged ounly
avith the shooting of [Officer] J.DD. Tippit.

FINDING: Oswald was amraigned for
the murder of President Kemnedy be-"
fore Justice of the Peace David Johnston
on the fourth floor of the Police Depart-
ment building at 1:35 a.m., November
23. Previously, he had been arraigned
before Johnston for the murder of Tippit
at 7:10 p.m., November 22,

SPECULATION: The police ques-
tioned Oswald extensively about the
Tippit murder on the first day of his
detention. They did not question hin
about the assassination of [Mr.] Kennedy.

FINDING: Dallas  police officials
stated that they questioned Oswald re-
peatedly on November 22 about the
assassination of President Kennedy. aud
his relationship to it. At the first inter-
rogation, Captain Fritz asked Oswald to
account for himself at the time the Pres-
ident was shot. FBI agents who were
present also stated that he was ques-
tioned about the assassination of the
President.

SPECULATION: Oswald’s attempts to
get legal counsel were deliberately
thwarted by the police and he was cut
off from outside calls that would have
permitted him to obtain a lawyer.

FINDING: On November 23, Oswuald
was visited by the president of the Dal-
las Bar Association, H. Louis Nichols,
who offered him help in getting a law-
ver; Oswald refused the offer. Oswald
was told by the police that he could use
the telephone when he wished, and he
did make telephone calls. He attempted
to call attorney John Abt in New York
but was unsuccessful in reaching him.-
Mg i hat_at Oswald’s re-
quest she tried without success to reach
Abt. Oswald was also visited Dv Tis
wite, mother, and brother, to any of
wham he could have turned Tor help in
getting counsel.




Oswald in the Soviet Union

swald’s residence in the Soviet Union
for more than 2% vears aroused
speculation after his wrest that he was
an agent of the Soviet Union or in some
way affiliated with it. This speculation
_awas supported by assertions that he had
received exceptionally favored treat-
ment from the Soviet Government in se-
curing permission to enter and leave the
country, especially the latter, because
his Bussian wife and child were permit-
ted to leave with him. The careful anal-
vsis of these speculations in chapter VI
of this report led to the Commission’s
conclusion that there is no credible
evidence that Oswald was an agent of
‘the Soviet Government and that he did
not receive unusually favorable treat-
ment in entering or leaving the Soviet
Union or in returning to the [US.].

SPECULATION: A
the Marine Cor

voung private in

s in_the 195

Although Oswald's _inter-
est in the Soviet Uni i ell known,
his interest_in_Marxism was apparently
known to onlv a few of his fellow ma-
rines. While statoned in California~he.
studied Russian,__In EEMM%
whilé S the Marines. he took an 1 offi-

& _— > ~—
cial test on _his proficiency in_TRussiun

and was rated “Poor.”

SPECULATION: Oswald learned Rus-
siun during his service in the Marines
as part of his military training,

FINDING: Oswald never received
any training from_the Marine Corps in
the KRussian g e, His_studies of
Russian were entirely on his own time
and atBE own nmtialive.

SPECULATION: It is probable that
Oswald had prior contacts with Soviet
agents before he entered Russia in 1959
because his application for a visa was
processed and approved immediately on
receipt.

FINDING: There is no evidence that
Oswald was in touch with Soviet agents
befare his visit to Russia. The time that
it took for him to receive his visa in Hel-
sinki for entrance. to the. Soviet Union
was shorter than' the average but not
bevond the” émﬁé?fr'ange for the grant-
ing of such visas. Had Oswald been re-
cruitéd'as a Russian agent while he was
still in the Marines, it is most improbable
that he would have been encouraged to
defect. He would have been of greater
value to Russian intelligence as a Marine
radar operator than as a defector.

SPECULATION: Soviet suspicion of
Oswald is indicated by the fact that he
was sent off to work in a radio plant in
Minsk as an unskilled hand at the lowest
rate of pay_ although he qualified as a

trained radar and electronics technician.

FINDING: The Soviet Covernment
probably was suspicious of Oswald, as it
would be of any American who ap-
peared in Moscow and said he wanted
to live in the Soviet Union. Under the
circumstances it is to be expected that
he would be placed in a position that
would not involve national security.
Moreover, Oswald had been a radar
operator, not a technician, in the Ma-
rines. Iis total income in Russia was
higher than normal because his pay was
supplemented for about a year by pay-
ments from the Soviet “Red Cross,” an
official agency of the Soviet Govemn-
ment. Oswald believed that these pay-
ments really came from the MVD. It is
a policy of the Soviet Government to
subsidize defectors from Western na-
tions who settle in the Soviet Union, in
order that their standard of lving may
not be too much lower than their previ-
ous standard in their own country.

SPECULATION: Oswald was trained
by the Russians in a special school for
assassins at Minsk.

FINDING: Commission investigations
revealed no evidence to support this
claim or the existence of such a school in
Minsk during the time Oswald was
there. Oswald belonged to a hunting
club near Minsk, but there is no evi-
dence that this was other than an ordi-
nary hunting club.

SPECULATION: Marina Oswald’s fa-
ther was an important part of the Soviet
intelligence apparatus.

FINDING: Marine Oswald’s  father
died while she was still an infant. This
reference is presumably to her uncle,
llya Prusakov. who was an executive in
the lumber industry, which position car-
ried with it the rank of lieutenant colo-
nel or colonel in the Ministry of Internal
Affairs (MVD). Since 1953 the MVD
has not beén concerned with internal
securitv or other police functions.

SPECULATION: Oswald never would
have been permitted to return to the
United States if Soviet intelligence had
not planned to use him in some way
against the United States.

FINDING: There is no evidence that
Oswald had any working relationship
with the Soviet Government or Soviet
intelligence. The Russians have per-
mitted other American defectors to re-
turn to the United States.

Oswald's Trip
to Mexico City

swald’s trip to Mexico City in late
September and early October 1963,
less than 2 months before he assassi-
nated President Kennedy, has provoked
speculation that it was related in some

way/ to a conspiracy to murder the Presi-
dent. Rumors include assertions that he
made a clandestine flight from Mexico
to Cuba and back and that he received
a large sum of monev—usually estimated
at $5,000—which he brought back to
Dallas with him. The Commission has no
eredible evidence that Oswald went to
Mexico pursuant to a plan to assassinate
[the] President, that he received any in-
structions related to such an action while
there, or that he received large sums of
money from any source in Mexico.

SPECULATION:

Oswald  could  not
have received an American passport in
June 1963 within 24 hours without spe-
cial intervention on his behalf.

_,__—-—-——-—__'.'-'_—_-‘ .
FINDING: Oswald’s passport applica-
tion was processed routinely by the De-

pattment of State. No person or agency
in wed specially _on s behalf to
speed the issuance of_the passport. The
passports_of 21 _othe Tie -
same Tist sent to Washington from New
Ortenmswere authorized at the same
time. The Passport OHice ol the Depart-

Tent of State had no instructions to ©

delay issuance ol or to deny a passport

to Dswald. ?(
—
SPECULATIO Oswald  was “accom-

panied on his trip to Mexico City by a
man and two women.

FINDING: Investigation has revealed
that Oswald traveled alone on the bus.
Fellow passengers ... between Houston
and Mexico City have stated that he
appeared to be traveling alone and that
they had not previously known him.

SPECULATION: While in Mexico, Os-
wald made a clandestine flight to Ha-
vana and back. ‘

FINDING: The Commission has found
no evidence that Oswald made any
flight to Cuba while he was in Mexico.
He never received permission from the
Cuban CGovernment to enter Cuba nor
from the Mexican Government to leave
Mexico bound for Cuba. A confidential
check of the Cuban airline in Mexico
City indicates that Oswald never ap-
peared at its office there.

SPECULATION: Oswald came back
from Mexico City with $5,000.

FINDING: No evidence has ever
been supplied or obtained to support
this allegation. Oswald’s actions in Mex-
ico City and after his return to Dallas
lend no support to this speculation. 4

SPECULATION: On  November 27,
1963, in a speech at the University of —
Havana, Fidel Castro, under the influ-
ence of liquor, said “The first time that
Oswald was in Cuba * * *.” Castro
therefore had knowledge that Oswald
had made surreptitious visits to Cuba.

FINDING: Castro’s speeches are moni-
tored directly by the U.S. Information
Agency as he delivers them. A tape, of




ithis speech reveals that it did not con?
wtain the alleged slip of the tongue. Cas-
vtro did refer to Oswald's visit to the
¥Cuban Embassv” in Mexico which he
mmediatelv corrected to “Cuban con-
ysulate.” The Commission has found no

sevidence that Oswald had made qur-/

a¥eptiticus visits to Cuba.
3 11

.Dswald and US.
iGovernment Agencies

/.

]thmms and speculations that Oswald
wis i Some wav associate «] with or
Mised by agencies of the U.S. Govern-
“WMWent grew aut of his Russian period and
his investigation by the FBI after his
Tpturn to the United States. [nsinnations
rere made that Oswald had been a
TEIA agent or had some relationship with
"aw CIA and that this explained the
ipposed ease with which he received
Ypassports and visas, Speeulation that he
"had some working rel: 1tmmh1p with the
SFBI was based on an entry in Oswald’s
“Motebook giving the name and telephone
Ohumber of an agent from the FBI office
W Dallas. The Directors of the CIA and
the FBI have testified before the Com-
_jpission that Oswald was never in the
l_:tzmpluv of their agencies in anv capac-
ity. The Commission has concluded on
gghe basis of its own investigations of the
mv\ of Federal agencies that Oswald
ﬂu.{s not and had never been an agent
of any agency of the U.S. Covernment
aside from his service in the Marines)

SPECULATION: "It has been FBI pol-

corrobarates \this
agent, James P
name_dan ]
Ruth Paine_so _th:

cive him_Oswald's :
when she learned it. Mrs: Paine and
\arina Oswald have stated that Mrs.
Tme gave Oswald a shp of paper with
t's name and telephione number
,QD.J.L..\I wina Oswatld had taken down
the license number rrlm\h s car on
dne of s visits and _given
hushand.

testiony.

An FBI

icy For 20 yews to inform employers of
Communists or suspected Communists
emploved by them. It is a mystery
therefore, how Oswald retained his jok
it the Texas School Book Depository.
" FINDING: The FBI advised the Com-
mission that it has never been its policy
to inform employers that they have
Communists or suspected Communists
waorking for them and that the FBI does
not disseminate intemal security infor-
mation to anvone outside the executive
hranch of the U.S. Governmment. FBI
agents had no contacts with Texas
School Book Depository officials unti
after the assussination.

SPECULATION: Municipal and Fed-
eral polive had observed Oswald closely
for some time but had not regarded him
as a potential killer.

FINDING: The Dallas police had not
‘been aware of Oswald’s presence in the

[ city before the assassination. The FBI

ind was not and had never been used i knew that Oswald was in Dallas from an

By any U.S. Government agency for any

Uinterview with Mrs. Paine, but no FBI;

-purpose. The FBI was mten:stcd in him ;agents‘ had interviewed him there be-;
s a former defector and it maintained | fore the assassination. The FBI had not

a file on him.

B¢ SpEcULATION: Oswald was an in-
Formant of either the FBI or the CIA.
He was recrited by an agency of the

U.S. Government and sent to Russia
1939,
Y FINDING:  Mrs.  Margnerite  Oswald

‘frequently expressed the opinion that
‘her son was such an :1sgent. but sh
stated | f re - bt at
cannot
rectors of the TTAT

fied before the Commission that Qswald
was never_emploved by either ageney
ar used by E'l”"’" AL Z.. s

lt\' nvestisg 3 is
revealed no eVIdenLv that Oswald was
ever_employed by eithes—the BRI

CIA in any capacity.
e e

' SPECULATION: The

phone number, and antomobile licensg

number were found among Oswald’s
papers.
FINDING Tl!! ufﬁulls lmw tvstlhml

WJ.L!() act an beh.xlf of the FB] in any

¢apacitv. The Commission’s investigation
i :

of the FBI testi-,

AP

i/ 1963, W
FBI tried to re~—agent a
Truit Oswald. An FBI agent’s nume, tele-/

Qogarded him as a potential killer.

SPECULATION: The FBI probably
knew that Oswald had the rifle before
the President’s murder because it was
most unlikely that it could have traced
the ownership of the rifle within 1 day
if it had not already had information on
the rifle.

FINDING: TI
traced the purchase of the rifle b\f Os-
wald Within 2T hiours_ol_the assassina-
tion: no previous information

i
also saw  Marina Oswald Im’nl‘l_vﬂ‘i'm
Novembér I at Mrs. Pames louse, ﬁxt

he did not mterview her. :.'

. 3 i
Conspiratorial { e

Relationships

Rumars concerning accomplices and
plots linked Oswald and Ruby with
each other. or with others, including
Patrolman [.D. Tippit, Gen. Edwin A,
Walker, and Bernard Weissman of tHe
nonexistent American Factfinding Com-
mittee, in a conspiratorial relationship.
The Commission made intensive inquiny
into the backgrounds and relationships
of Oswald and Ruoby to determine
whether they knew each other or weve
involved in a plot of any kind with each.
other or others. It was unable to fnd
any credible evidence to support (the
rumors linking Oswald and Ruby di-
rectly or through others. The [report]
concluded that they were not involved
in a conspiratorial relationship with eféh
other or with any third parties. "

SPECULATION: Just before Oswald
was shot by Ruby, he looked directly.at
Ruby in apparent recognition of hig.

FINDING: The Commission has been
unable to establish as a fact any kind pf
relationship between Ruby and Oswald
other than that Oswald was Rubyv's vig-
tim. The Commission has examined tel-
evision tapes and motion picture filins, pf
the shooting and has been unable to
discern any facial expression that could
be interpreted to signify recognition 4t
Ruby or anyone else in the basement of
the building.

SPECULATION: The Dallas polic
suspﬂ_ted Oswald and Ruby of being i “l'
volved in an attack on Ceneral Walk
and planned to arrest the two when ﬂ:e '
FBI intervened, at the request of At-
torney General Robert F. Kennedy, and
asked the police not t9 do so for reasomns
of state, s

FINDING: This /allegation appeared
in the November 29, 1963, issue (actw
ally printed on November 25 or 26) of a

Cﬁ_min_r%eﬂﬂy_nm&pnm_ﬂﬂmﬁb
National Zeitung und Soldaten Zeitung]

.lbout’He rifle.

SPECULATION: The FBI interviewed
Oswald 10 days before the assassination.
FINDING: The last FBI interview
with Oswald, before the assassination,
New Orleans in ﬂuw g

publishedin _Munich, The allegalion
l.nter ater appeared in the N ;

av Igﬁi_Ihaanmmmj_Lm
b«*en relmblv informed _that the stutel
ment was tabricated by an editor
newspaper. No evidence in_support cof

ithis statement has ever been advancetd

) uncovered, IlLthu'_mmnaahm_dl

the aftack o ; G
firhing the peace, the outcome of hls;\ :
di-tnbutmn of Fair Play Tor Tl I as police uncovered no _suspects—and

Oswa between hi

October 3, and November 22
interview Mrs. Paine at ]
Oswald on November 1 and 3. 19()3. He

llush dld:
l I

planned no arrests. FBL had nnm
Lm)wlai ¢ that Uswald was responsible

for the attack until Marina_Oswald rey

vealed the mformation u]_[)ot.emher
1963. .ﬂ

SPECULATION: Ruby Oswald

and



,Were seen ...
" FINDING: All assertions that Os-
iW.-;ld was seen in the company of Ruby
for of anyone else at the Carousel Club
thave been investipated. None of them
fl'ncrits any credence.

1. SPECULATION: Oswald and Ceneral
“Walker were probably acquainted with

~each other since Oswald’s notebook con-

fr_thﬁ:ed Walker's name and telephone
| nmnbl?l',

{ 'FINDING: Although Oswald’s note-
“hook corntained Walker's name and tele-
sphone number there was no evidence
shat the two knew each other. It is prob-
cahle that this information was inserted
fat the time that Oswald was planning
qﬂi attack on Walker. Ceneral Walker
stated that he did not know of Oswald
phefore the assassination.

.- "“SPECULATION: Patrolman J.D. Tip-
Fpit, Bernard Weissman, and Jack Ruby
!met by prearrangement on November
14, 1963, at the Carousel Club.

i~ FINDING: Investigation has revealed
i no. evidence to support this assertion.
: Nor is there credible evidence that any
i of the three men knew each other.

. “SPECULATION: Jack Ruby was one
~of the most notorious of Dallas gangsters.
= FINDING: There is no credible evi-
“dence that Jack Ruby was active in the
eriminal underworld. Investigation dis-
~elosed no one in either Chicago or Dal-
las who had any knowledge that Ruby
was associated with organized crimin:
activity. -

~

Other Rumors
and Speculations

any rumors and speculations diffi-

cult to place in the categories
- treated above also required considera-
tion or investigation by the Commission.
In some way or other, much of this mis-
celliny was related to theories of con-
spiracy involving Oswald. The rest
pertained to peripheral aspects that
[merited] attention.

SPECULATION: The Texas School
Book Depository is owned and operated
by the city of Dallas, and Oswald was
therefore a municipal emplovee. Ac-
cordingly, he could have secured his
job at the Depository only if someone in

“.an official capacity vouched for him.

_ FINDING: The Texas School Book
Depository is a private corporation
unconnected with the city of Dallas. Os-
wald therefore was not a municipal em-
plovee. He obtained his position at the
Depository with the assistance of Mrs.

* Ruth Paine, who learned of a possible

opening from a neighbor and arranged
"an interview for him with Superintend-
r:‘mt Roy S. Truly at the Depository.

; _J'QPECULATION: Prior to the assassi-

at the Carousel Club. nation Dallas police searched  other

buildings in the area of the Texas School
Book Depository but not the School Book
Depository itself.

FINDING: The Dallas police and the
Secret Service both notified the Com-
mission that, other than the Trade Mart,
they had searched no buildings along
the route of the President’s motorcade
or elsewhere in Dallas in connection
with the President’s visit. Tt was not Se-
cret Service practice to search build-
ings along the routes of motorcades.

SPECULATION: Police precautions in
Dallas on November 22 included surveil-
lance of many people, among them some
who did no more than speak in favor
of school integration.

FINDING: The Dallas Police Depart-
ment notified the Commission that on
November 22 it had no one under sur-
veillance as a precaution in connection
with President Kennedy's visit except at
the Trade Mart. The Commission re-
ceived no evidence that the Dallas po-
lice had under surveillance people who
spoke in favor of school integration.

SPECULATION: Oswuald was seen at
shooting ranges in the Dallus area prac-
ticing firing with a rifle.

FINDING: Marina Oswald stated that
on one occasion in March or April 1963,
her hushand told her that he was going
to practice firing with the rfle. Wit-
nesses have testified that they saw Os-
wald at shooting ranges in the Dallas
area during October and November
1963. Investigation has failed to confirm
that the man seen by these witnesses
was Oswald.

SPECULATION: Oswald could drive
a car and was seen in ears at various
places.

FINDING: Oswald did not have a
driver's license. Marina Oswald and Ruth
Paine have testified that he could not
drive a car, and there is no confirmed
evidence to establish his presence at
any location as the driver of a car. Mrs,
Paine did give Oswald some driving les-
sons and he did drive short distances
on these occasions.

SPECULATION: On his way back
from Mexico City in October 1963, Os-
wald stopped in Alice, Tex., to apply
for a job at the local radio station.

FINDING: This rumor apparently
originated with the manager of radio
station KOPY, Alice, who stated that Os-
wald visited his office on the afterncon
of October 4 for about 25 minutes. Ac-
cording to the manager, Oswald was
driving a battered 1953 model car and
had his wife and a small child in the car
with him. Oswald traveled from Mexico
City to Dallas by bus, arriving in Dallas
on the afternoon of October 3. The bus
did not pass through Alice.

SPECULATION: One hundred

- - s

and

fifty dollars was found in the dresser of
Oswald’s room at 1026 North Beckley
Avenue after the assassination.

FINDING: No money was found in
Oswald’s room after the assassination.
Oswald left $170 in the room occupied
by his wife at the Paine residence in
Irving. At the time of his arrest Oswald
had $13.87 on his person.

SPECULATION: After Oswald’s ar--
rest, the police found in his room seven .
metal file boxes filled with the names of
Castro sympathizers.

FINDING: The Dallas police inven-
tories of Oswald's property taken from
his room at 1026 North Beckley Avenue
do not include any file boxes. A number
of small file hoxes listed in the inventory
as having been taken from the Paine’
residence in Irving contained letters,
pictures, books and literature, most of
which belonged to Ruth Paine, not to
Oswald. No lists of names of Castro sym-
pathizers were found . . .

SPECULATION: The Secret
incarcerated Marina Oswald
ately after the assassination.

FINDING: Marina Oswald was given
protection by the Secret Service for a
period of time after the assassination,
She had freedom to communicate with
others at anytime she desired, to go
where she pleased, or to terminate the
protection at any time. i

SPECULATION: Mrs. Marguerite
Oswald was shown a photograph of Jack
Ruby by an FBI agent the night before
Ruby killed her son.

FINDING: On the night of November
23, 1963, Special Agent Bardwell D,
Odum of the FBI showed Mrs, Mar-
guerite Oswald a picture of a man to
determine whether the man was known
to her. Mrs. Oswald stated subsequently
that the picture was of Jack Ruby. The
Commission has examined a copy of the
photograph and determined that it was
not a picture of Jack Ruby.

SPECULATION: The  headquarters
detachment of the U.S. Army, under or-
ders from [Secretary of Defense Robert
S.] McNamara's office, began to re-
hearse for the funeral more than a week
before the assassination.

FINDING: This assertion is based on
an interview with U.S. Army Capt
Richard C. Cloy that appeared in the’
Jackson, Miss., Clarion-Ledger of Februfi.
ary 21, 1964, The newspaper’ quotes:
Captain Cloy, who was a member of th
Army unit charged with conducting
neral ceremonials in honor of deceas
Chiefs of State, as having said that, “we
were in a state of readiness and had ju
finished a funeral rehearsal becaus
there was grave concern for Preside
Hoover's health. But we never expecte
that our practice was preparing us for
President Kennedy.”

- R )
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" Fred Wani—Hiack Stad
Gl The Warren commission®: Some stern findings about some seviows’ Afeficiencies’ ol
v Huory it
2 Castro tendencies, his lies when intér-
i

il
ould the death of President Ken-
‘C nedv, and later of Lee Harvey Os-
-twald, have been prevented?
vl The commission report recognizes that
-#he “demands on the President in the
“texecution of his responsibilities in to-
ziday’s world are so varied and complex
-qind the traditions of the office in a
aidemocracy such as ours are so deep-
bkeated as ta preclude absolute security.”
" And it notes that Oswald required ex-
ltraordinary protection from an outraged
mation, But the commission’s investiga-
- tors found some wide gaps in the se-
#eurity afforded both the President and
ahis accused assassin; and the report of-

“Fers some major recommendations for
belosing them.
92 The official targets of the commis-

fsion's criticism were the Secret Service,
asthe FBL and the Dallas Police.

- The Secret Service. “The commission
lthas concluded that at the time of the
assassination, the arrangements relied
znipon by the Secret Service to [identify
fiand eliminate possible sources of dan-
tazer to the President] were seriously
ndeficient.”

t- “Inadequate” is the report’s word for

sthe facilities and procedures of the
Bervice's  Protective Research  Section
-9 PRS), which collects and evaluates in-

Hormation on sources of danger to the
dPresident. The section’s efforts, the re-
apart finds, “appear to have been too
Slargely directed at the ‘crank’ threat.”
UMWhen the PRS's special “trip index”
-ifile was reviewed prior tp the Texas
grip. “it contained the names of no per-
bsons from the entire Dallas-Fort Worth
“tgren notwithstandine the fact that Am-
tibassador [Adlai] Stevenson had been
babused by pickets in Dallas less than
< month before.”

s+ The Secret Service also comes undc
beriticism  for not having had “any
established procedure governing its rela-

" *The Commission Has Concluded

tionships with the Dallas Police Depart-
ment, It had no prepared checklist of
matters to be covered with local police
on such visits and no written de-
scription of the role the local police
were expected to perform.” The Service
failed to inspect any buildings along
the route President Kennedy traveled
in Dallas. (Special measures were taken
onlv in the Trade Mart. where the
President was to have spoken; 200 law-
enforcement agents were there, including
some with photographs of rightists who
had abused Stevenson.) Though the re-
port recognizes that it might be imprac-
tical to inspect all routesside buildings
in a metropolitan area, it suggests that
those presenting the greatest risk might
have been singled out and checked.

Obvious Threats: The greatest gap
in the Secret Service’s protection, the
report suggests, was the lack of clear
communication with other Federal de-
partments. That accounted for the fact
that the Service knew nothing of Oswald
befare November 22, even though
“Oswald was known to other Federal
agencies with which the Secret Service
muaintained intelligence liaison.” The re-
port adds that the “vague requests for
information which the Secret Service
made to Federal intelligence and law-
enforcement agencies were not well de-
sioned to elicit information from them
about persons other than those v\.lm
were ohvious threats to the President.”
® The FBI. “The commission believes

that the FBI took an unduly re-
strictive view of its responsibilities in
preventive intelligence work, prior to
t]ll -oia'.x:mih.l“-()li."

The FBI's investigation of Oswald
is reviewed from the bureau's first con-
cern with him in October 1959, after
his attempted defection to the Soviet
Union, through “his arrogance and
hostility to the United States, his pro-

rogated by the FBI, his trip to Mexibo
where he was in contact with Sovfet
authorities, his presence in the Sc honl
Book i)vpmllnn' job and its locats
along the route of the motorcade. II
this does seem to amount to enough .
to have induced an alert agency, suagh
as the FBI to list Oswald n.s::a
potential threat to the safety of ¥e
President.” However, the report sy
the FBI made no move to inform the
Secret Service of Oswald's presence in
Dallas, even though it informed
Service of another (unidentified)
tentially dangerous person there be
Mr, l\cnucdvs\lsll £
The commission’s view put it dlsct‘m\'
at odds with the quoted position of
Director J. Edgar Hoover: “There W
nothing up to the time of the assassir
tion that gave any indication that this
man was a ddug.,emus character who
might do harm to the President or Viee
President.” Furthermore, the commission
offers some conflicting testimony on this
point: a reported conversation between
Dallas FBI agent James P. Hosty Jr. and
Lt. Jack Revill of the Dallas police fofte
shortly after Oswald was caught. Hosty
told him, Revill testified, that the FBI
had information Oswald was “capable
of committing this assassination.” Agent
Hosty unequivocally denied this, shys
the report noncommittally, adding thut
the only witness to the conversation
“was not within hearing distance “at
all times.” |
= The Dallas Police Department. “The
shooting of Lee Harvey Oswald obvi-
ously resulted from the failure of the
security precautions which the Dallas
Police Department had taken to protect
their prisoner.” 0
The department’s security measures,
the report finds, (iui not include ade-
quate control of the great crowd })f
L
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newsmen that inundated the . .. depart-

gment building. Although the presence
sof a great mass of press representatives
1 created an extraordinary security prob-
tlem in
;phrtil'la-lnt pursued its normal policy of

the huilding, the police de-

fadmitting the press . .. [Moreover,] ...

Facceptance of -inadequate press cre-
mtials posed a clear avenue for 4 one-

a assault ... While Jack Ruby might
ve been easily spotted if only police
ers had been in the basement, he
iained apparently unnoticed in the
awvd of pewsmen until he lunged for-

Fard toward Oswald ., ."

{5 Press Criticized: The Dallas police’s

*

adm to please newsmen, the commission
g‘qys also endangered Oswald’s rights
to-a fair trmal= ( :_disse
tion of @ Ereat deal of misinformation”
to a_worldwide audience. "l swald

had been tred for his murder of No-

vember 22, the effects of the news policy

properly to the demands of the police . . .
The general disorder [at police head-
quarters] w. . reveals a regrettable lack
of self-diseipline by the newsmen.”

In its recommendations, the commis-
sion first advises Congress to pass legisla-
tion making it a Federal crime to kill
the President, the Vice President, and
the President- and Vice President-elect.
This wounld avoid jurisdictional doubts
aver any investigation.

Next. the commission suggests “that
consideration might be given to assign-
ing a Cabinet-level committee or the
National Securty Council . . . the respon-
sibility to review and oversee the protec-
tive activities of the Secret Service and

other Federal agencies that assist in
safeguarding the President.”
The commission questions the de-

sirability of placing the major respon-
sibility for protecting the President in
the Secret Service as a branch of the

Newswewk—Ii"htl MacMullan

‘A complex task’: Alert agents trail the new President into the U.N.

nosn
Lpursued by the Dallas authorities would
shave proven harmful both to the prose-
¢wtion and the defense . . .
104*The commission recognizes that the
sigeople of the United States, and indeed
trofsthe world, had a deep-felt interest in
#learning of the events surrounding the
fidéath of President Kennedy ... How-
iiever, neither the press nor the public
thhad a right to be contemporaneously
informed by the police or prosecuting
sdthorities of the details of the evidence
-ibding accumulated ... The courtroom,
shot the newspaper or television screen,
wi§ the appropriate forum . . . for the trial
I'of'a man accused of a crime.”

The press itself comes in for a drub-
shing in some of the report’s least
«destrained words. “Part of the responsi-
kbility for the unfortunate circumstances
following the President’s death must be
Jbarme by the news media. The crowd of
'newsmen generally failed to respond

rE 1

Treasury Department that functions
“largely as an informal part of the White
House staff.” But, it holds, “the deter-
mination of whether or not there should
be a relocation of responsibilities and
functions should be left to the Executive
and Congress ... Pending any such de-
termination, however . . . the commission
recommends that the Secretary of the
Treasury appoint a special assistant with
the responsibility of supervising the
[Secret] Service.”

Improvements: It also urges that the
Service continue its efforts “to overhaul
and define its procedures,” especially in
the Service’s PRS intelligence activities.
The staff has alreadv been enlarged,
the section’s files have been broadened
to include more than obviously dan-
gerous people and groups. But beyond
that, the commission says the “PRS must

develop the capacity to classify its sub-
jects on a mare sophisticated basis than
-OHy il e 3 I benad wii of idetao

wdearned
Iprojects

the present geographic breakdown™
(Aiding it in doing so, NEWsSWEEK
last week, are two research
have been going, forward
under the ditection of the Presidemt's
Office of Science and Technology. Ope
is a study under psychiatrist Dr. Edwin
Weinstein of the background and pr-
sonalities of some 3,000 persons whogn
the past have written letters or utteged
threats against the President. Some ten-
tative findings: there is a strikingly high
incidence of ex-servicemen who, like
Oswald, were disgruntled at having re-
ceived less than honorable discharges
from the military, and who, like Oswald,
were Marines. Several, like Oswald, had
attempted suicide. Most claimed iden-
tity with “causes,” but few had actual
organizational  affiliaion—another  Os-
wald characteristic. The other study is
aimed at determining how information
on potential assassins can be “computer-
ized” for rapid and certain access. The
commission criticizes the Service's man-
ual handling of much of its information, )
Symbol: Finally, the report recom-
mends that the Secret Service rely
more heavily on other Federal law-
enforcement agencies “to provide per-
sonnel to assist in its protective functions
... In view of the ever increasing mo-
bility of American Presidents, it seems
unlikely that the Service could or should
increase its own staff to a size which
would permit it to provide for all
situations . .. The occasional use of per-
sonnel from other Federal agencies ...
has a further advantage. It svmbolizes
the reality that the job cannot be
exclusively the responsibility of the Se-
cret Service [1t] is a difficult and
complex task which requires full use
of the best resources of many parts of
our government. Recognition that the
responsibility must be shared ib-
creases the likelihood that it will
be met.” '
The commission’s recommendations
made obvious good sense—insofar as/it
is humanly possible to protect the most
powerful, and the most vulnerable, man
in the world. But none of the report’s
300,000 words struck so quickly to the
marrow as those uttered by John F.
Kennedy himself with chilling pre-
science on the very moming of Nov. 22.
Before leaving the hotel in Fort Worth
to go to Dallas, said the report, “the
President, Mrs. Kennedy, and [Appoint-
ments Secretary] Kenneth ODonnell
talked about the risks inherent in Presi-
dential public appearances. According
to O'Donnell, the President commented
that “if anybody really wanted to shoot
the President of the United States, Vit
was not a very difficult job—all one had
to do was get in a high building some-
day with a telescopic rifle, and there
was nothing anvbody could do to defend
against such an attempt.” E_’A’gp 3
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