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SUEE ASSASSINATION: THE
TRAIL TO A VERDICT




RE-ENACTMENT. The cross hairs
of a gun sight zero in on a car sim-
ulating the presidential limousine .
at the assassination scene. At right,
FBI man takes sightings with kill-
er’s rifle from sixth-floor window
Oswald used. On floor below an-
pther agent briefs Warren panel.










FACTS AND
PHOTOS THAT
SHAPED THE

WARREN REPORT

It was a monumental and historic task
that the Warren Commission under-
took 10 months ago and completed
last week. The quest for every avail-
able shred of evidence surrounding
the assassination of President Kenne-
dy led each member of the panel to
Dallas. On the spot there FBI agents
re-enacted the murder, lining up an
open limousine under the cross hairs
of the actual rifle used by the assassin.
All over the U.S. 15 staff lawyers fol-
lowed up leads, aided by the full in-
vestigative forces of the U.S. and, in
Texas, by state and local authorities.
More than 20,000 pages of testimo-
ny were taken—the panel’s 296,000-
word report is itself only a summary
of two dozen 500-page volumes.

The major significance of the re-
port is that it lays to rest the lurid ru-
mors and wild speculations that had
spread after the assassination. It also
confirms the basic facts assumed since
that tragic Nov. 22: that Lee Harvey
Oswald did it, alone, and that Oswald
in turn was killed not in any dark con-
spiracy to silence him but by another
individual, Jack Ruby, who acted en-
tirely on his own. Bevond this, the
report adds a welter of previously un-
known detail about the deed and the
labyrinthine trails that led to it.

On the following pages, a member
of the Warren Commission, Repre-
sentative Gerald Ford of Michigan,
tells how he and his fellow members
carried out President Johnson's man-
date to satisfy themselves *“‘that the
truth is known as far as it can be dis-
covered.” Accompanying his exclu-
sive article and illuminating its points
is the split-second sequence of color
pictures—taken as the bullets struck
—some of which previously were pub-
lished in LiFg’s special memorial edi-
tion to President John F. Kennedy.



INSIDE ACCOUNT BY A MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION

ECING TOGETHER THE EVIDENGE

i

The author, Republican representa-
tive from Michigan's Sth District,
is writing a hook on his 10 months
with the Warrgn Commission.

.—_F#W :_:5::: witness to

._mmc.: ore the arren_Com-

—

by CONGRESSMAN GERALD R. FORD

a “wanted” bulletin-based-an-that
description._About_hall an_hour
later, as police interrogated the
assgmbled employes of e De-
pository, the manager, ::::m that
_.r.nlﬂ_.:, :y Oswald was ::.}::e.
had checked The ??:::n_ files _3

Oswald's addres

mission in_the 10 months we sat .
was_a neat, Bible-reading steam_
::2 ‘fom Dallas, His name was H.
L. Brennan _::,:_r.:.:_ seen L ee Har-
vey Qswa

sixth-floor window of the Texas

Schoonl Book Depositaocy and
shoot the President of the United
States.
In the shock and turmoil that
g_urm
_::::2_ Brennan

headed for
a policeman and given him-a-des

BRI

seripiion_of the_man_he had seen

S

in the window, The police sent out

—

The

olice then s

wanted bulletin based on the pew
——-

information. After this second. buls

letinn was issted, Officer. 1D, Tippit

stopped Oswald o1 and

Oswald shot him dead.
The two descriptions differed in
some detai is=althoughi—Brennan

later identified Oswald in o palice
ﬂEwPFrPuE

lineup—and it we

which set ofl the 37; of the count-

less rumors concer _::m the Presi-
e R R
dent’s _assassination: r
851

story that two men were involved.

_:n_ur the. -

T'hus, both here and abroad began
the cascade of innuendo, supposi-
tion, imagination, twisted fact,
misunderstanding, faulty analysis
and downright fantasy that sur-
rounded the tragic death of John
Fitzgerald Kennedy.

Nonetheless, the basic story of
the assassination that emerged in
the first few weeks was never ma-
terially altered during the com-
mission’s investigation, There were
no startling developments, no sud-
den turns of evidence or testimony
that opened up truths previously
unperceived.

After taking millions of words
of testimony from hundreds upon
hundreds of witnesses, the Warren
Commission has established that
there is not a scintilla of credible
cvidence to suggest a conspiracy

to kill President Kennedy. The evi-
dence is clear and overwhelming:
Lee Harvey Oswald did it.

There is no evidence of a second
man, of other shots, of other guns.

There is no evidence to suggest
that Oswald went to work at the
Depository for the long-range pur-
pose of killing the President, that
Jack Ruby knew Oswald before
he killed him, or that either of
them knew Officer Tippit.

There is no evidence, in short,
that Oswald was more than a man
alone—a sorely disturbed person
whose need for recognition, at any
price, festered under his own terri-
ble inability to attune himsell to
his fellow man.

President Johnson phoned me at
home one night, a week alter the

CONTINUED ON
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PRESIDENTIAL PANEL. Members of the commis-
sion that investigated the assassination sit for a for-
mal portrait. From left: Rep. Gerald Ford (Rep.)

gleunivang to 1atlave B 2bby Jroqor

e

of Michigan; Rep. Hale Boggs (Dem.) of Lot
ann; Sen. Richard Russell (Dem.) of Georgia;
Chairman Earl Warren, Chief Justice of the United

States; Sen. John Sherman Cooper (Rep.) of Ken-
tucky; John J. McCloy, and Allen Dulles. J. Lee
Rankin, atright, ischief counsel to the commission,
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WARREN REPORT conminued plunged into the voluminous task
of examining the people who were,
in one way or another, involved
by chance or association.

This brought before us an un-
usual cast of characters.

assassination, to ask me to serve
on the commission. Probably every
member protested the pressure of
work, as | did, and doubtless the
President answered them much as
he did me: "“That's what they all
say, Jerry.” Of course | accepted.
At the outset, we broke the in-

Thcrc was the mother, Mrs.

Marguerite Oswald, a singularly |

vestigation down into these areas:
the Assassination iT5elf —the Presi-
dent’s trip to Dallas, the actual
shooting and the events before and
belorean

aftér: Oswald’s movements before
and afier Assassination, endin

in his capture and then in his own
murder;  Oswald’s  background,
from birth to death; details of Os-
wald’s trip to Russia; details of
his_ murder by Ruby and the pos-
sibility of prior association_with

Ruby, ; ins the problem of

security measures to protect future

residents.
Our chiel counsel was Lee Ran-

Kin, Solicitor General in the Eisen-
hower administration. He picked
a handful of skilled men to work
directly under him. From the start
we felt it was important that a
strong part of our staff come from
outside the ranks of government,
and to this end we selected a dozen
of the finest lawyers in the nation
to serve as consultants. Most of
them have worked nearly full time.
It would have been a bulky and
o m—— -
Il_nﬁcumummg_proccss 1O recriit

OUF OWD investigators. Instead we

e et
elected to rely on the many agen-

cies of sovernment which already
were involved—the _EBL__Secrer

Service. State Department investi-
aators, Treasury agents, [nternal
Revenue agents, and others. To
back 1 Umonv on
things like ballistics and handwrit-
ing, we tapped state and local agen-
cies as well.

As the lines of the investigation
emerged, we tried to backcheck
each report to avert any softening
of facts that might have occurred
due to any agency’s policy or po-
sition in relation to the assassina-
tion. Each of the endless rumors
that spread like so many oil slicks
had to be traced to its origin: dep-
ositions had to be taken and wit-
nesses called.

Before we began any of our own
investigations, we had to digest
the massive reports which the fed-
eral agencies had gathered in the
days immediately after the Presi-
dent’s death as well as the reports
of the Texas authorities. Then we

anTry woman whose strange atti- |
\ tudes and actions provided an
|appropriate background for the
/stmngc son she had shaped. Mrs. |
¢ Oswald’s irrational allegations
| gave rise to one of the most per-
sistent and dangerous—and com-
pletely untrue—rumors: that Lee
Harvey Oswald was, or had been
an agent of the U.S. government, |

There was, also, Oswald’s hand-
some Russian wife, a quiet young
woman who at first seemed sim-
ple and direct and eager to co-
operate=Hut wWHho, as time went
on and conflicts began to devel-
op in_her testimony, emerged as
a complex and evén mysterious
person.

There was Robert Oswald, the
brother, who came out of his er-
ratic childhood passionately de-
siring stability, a solid and hard-
working man whom Lee seemed
somehow to have loved and yet
held in sharp contempt for just
these traits. _

There was Jack Ruby, a sad and
strange little man in the Dallas
County jail who had killed the
only man in the world who could
have said with certainty just what
happened.

And finally we came to know
Lee Harvey Oswald himself, as well
as any obscure man can be known
after he is dead—particularly after
he has spent a critical two-plus
years of his life behind the Iron
Curtain.

When Oswald was coming home
from Riussia, he toyed with the
thought of \wmngtp%‘"‘r‘ﬁ‘ a
beginning, he joited down’a fore-
word. That scrap of paper, filled
( with misspellings, survives in the
W ‘Lee Harvey Os-

was born in Ocgp 1939 in New

Orleans La. the son of a Insuraen

Salesmen whose carly death Teft

a far mean streak of indepence

“Brought on by meoteek. . . .

“The full detalsoTOsWald's near-
ly three years in the U.S.S.R. will
remain covered in mystery until
and unless the Soviet government
opens its files completely. It has
not done so yet. Just after Presi-

1
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Site of the shooting, and one

man who saw it

H. L. Brennan (/efr), a Dallas steam
fitter who had waited o SeE (e mo=
torcade pass, was the most significant
wilness who actually saw Lee Harvey
Oswald fire his rifle at the President.
The photo above shows where Bren-
nan was sitting (whire dor) when Os-
wald opened fire. A white arrow from
the sixth-floor window traces the first
bullet to strike Kennedy when the
presidential limousine (route marked
by red arrow) reached the spot indi-
cated by the top red cross. The second
cross shows where the car was when
the President was hit by a second bul-
let. When Brennan heard a shot, h
quick [y TooketUp—md TIEarly_saw
OSWaRTT T WdoW Shootng again.

3 S it
Brenman s description ol Uswild was

—
reCognized Uswald at a police line-
up. At left (white dor) of curve,

——

Abraham Zapruder was shooting the

color pictures seen on these pages,

—
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WARREN REPORT cowrinued

Bureaucratic
blunders left
JFK. a target

FBI Chiel Secret Service Head
J. EDGAR HOOQOVER JAMES ROWLEY

Er decades historians will ana-
lyze the Warrem Commission s Te-
port down to the last tragic detail.
But one question will glare for-

cv.cL_lTuwa_tnggﬂ,dmL"l_
hate-filled “drifter, 2 man with a
Marxist bent who had defected to
the U.S.S.R. and who had worked
in the U'S. on behall of “Tair play”
for Castro’s Cuba, could possibly
have been allowed to go unwatched
during_President_Kennedy's yisit
to Dallas? Even worse, how was an
individual with a fat FBI dossier
permitied access with a gun 10 the
Texas School Book Depository,
commanding as it did—within easy
range—the scheduled route of the
presidential motorcade.

I'he answers all trace to bureau-
cracy. A mandatory channel be-
tween the FBI and the Secret Serv-
ice, the government agency specifi-
cally charged Witk profecting the
life of the President, had never
been established.

“The Warren Commission calls
the Secret Service record system
archaic. lts files, the commission
found, listed only individuals who
had actually threatened the Presi-

dent. Where citizens allas were
concerned, the Secret Service Tles

T

were blank ’ ~uely in-
cidents during Adlai_Stevenson’s
earlier Dallas visit, the Secret Sepv-
ice agent in charge of investguling
Dallas pri e President’s trip
improvised his own inadequate file
of extremists—but he had no lai-
son with the FBIEnd its own volu-
minous files on Lee Harvey Os-
wald. Whoever was to blame, the
fact is that the fwo agengies failed
to get toeether, and neither gave
the other the cooperation necded
to protect the lite of the President.







DALLAS MEMORIAL. A few dozen

yards from the spot where President -

Kennedy was killed as his open limou-
sine approached the railroad owver-

pass (background) stands the con-
crete peristyle of Dealey Plaza. Here
the people who still flock to the scene
day and night have made a make-

shift memorial of a flag-decorated,
stand where they leave their trib-
utes of flowers with notes that say’
“Welove you,"” and “*Lest we forgcl.":
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Lee Harvey Oswald’s escape route
(shown above by solid and dotted red
lines) was tracked by the Warren
Commission. Leaving the scene of the
assassination, he caught a bus but left
it when traflic bogged down, Then he
took a taxi across the Trinity River,
got out bevond his rooming house,
quickly doubled back, switched jack-
ets and apparently picked up a 38 re-
volver. The specific route of Oswald’s
next move is unknown but is indi-
cated by dotted line. Exactly 46 min-
utes after the assassination, witnesses
did see Officer J. D. Tippit pull along-
side Oswald and get shot four times,
Oswald started, as one witness de-
scribed it, “'ina half trot.”™ He dodged
in and out of hedges and parking lots
and turned onto Jefferson Boulevard,
(By coincidence this thoroughfare
nent of Jack

passes near the api

Retracing the killer's path on the fatal day

Ruby.) He shed his jocket while run-
ning. On hearing police sirens Oswald
frantically tried to hide in a shoeshop
doorway, then ducked into the Texas
movie house, Between the time Tippit
approached him and when he entered
the theater 12 witnesses saw Oswald
with a pistol in his hand. As police
entered he jumped up and tried to
shoot Officer M. N. McDonald, but
failed, and was hustled away to po-
lice headguarters (lefr).

Among the evidence seen by the
commission was a snapshot (right)
taken by Oswald’s wife Marina in the
spring of 1963, showing him wearing
a revalver like the one that killed Of-
ficer Tippit and holding the rifle that
killed the President. At Dallas police
stationafter Oswald'sarrest, Detective
). C. Day (far right) holds Oswald’s
rifle, found in the book depository.







dent Kennedy was killed, the So-
viet government, perhaps realizing
that its position was equivocal be-
cause of Oswald’s background,
rather dramatically handed over
certain files to U.S. authorities.
The information was of little val-
ue, and thereafter the Russians
answered our additional questions

—with bare minimums of informa-
tion.

But it did become unmistakably
clear that never in his life—here,
in Russia, or anywhere else—was
Lee Oswald satisfied with the en-
vironment in which he found him-
self. When he returned to the U.S.,
this same discontent quickly over-
took him and he began to look
to Cuba as the place where his
worth might be recognized and his
shadowy philosophical theories
might finally come to fruit. For,
from the time he was 15, [ believe
his faith in Communism and the
writings of Karl Marx as he un-
derstood them was one of the main
motivating forces of his life.

Only a few weeks before the as-
sassination, Oswald visited the
Cuban and Soviet consulates in
Mexico City to arrange entry to
Cuba. Both consulates largely ig-
nored him. It was a time of crush-

ing frustration for Oswald. We
have in our commission files a vio-

lent [etter of complaint sent to The
Sovier _embassy in Washington,
implying that the petty burcau-
crais in the consulates in_Mexico
did not_seem to realize who Lee

Oswald_v the lm—m
T T was doieg.

Before he went 1o Mexico City,
Oswald had told his wife, *I'll be
premier in 20 years,” INow he came
homie, nearly broke, dejected, un-
wanted.

As always, there was not a sin-
gle meaningful relationship be-
tween Oswald and any other hu-
man being.

There was no solace at home.
As Marina Oswald’s testimony
developed, it was obvious that
their life together had been stormy.
He lived away from home much
of the time. In the last year of his
life, he was bringing to a peak his
growing capacity for violence and
his deep, overpowering hatred of
authority.

A week before the assassination,
Oswald had a bitter argument with
his wife. When he came home on
the Thursday night before the Fri-

day on which he shot President
Kennedy, Marina believed he had
come to make up, but she did not
permit the reconciliation. In fact,
he had come home to get his rifle.
He left the next morning before
anyone else was up.

Mrs. Oswald was to see her hus-
band just once more. He was in
the Dallas city jail and he told her
simply that everything would be
all right.

Marina Oswald was the first wit-
ness we called, She appeared in a
neat blue dress with light touches
of make-up. Her manner was sub-
dued. When she was asked ro iden-
tify her husband’s clothing, she
broke down, and the Chief Justice,
in his gentle way, soothed her back
to composure. By far_the most
poignant part of her testimony was
her deseiption of The affermosn
of the assassmation. =
Marina said that when she and
Mrs. Ruth Paine, the woman in
whose house she lived, heard the
news of the President’s murder,
my room and cried.” Late ari-
na testified. Mrs. Paine said, By
the way. they fired from the builld=
ing where LeeTs working.
Mrs. Oswald continued: “*My
J heart stopped. [ went to the garage
| to see if the rifle was still there and
{ I saw that hat_the blanket [in which
\ Oswald normally kept it wrapped]
‘was sull there, and T said, *Thank
od”

«
I She did not then look inside the

tur

and_asked if he

rifle, she led them to the garage.

She thought, ““Well, now they T
\ find it.” One of the officers put a

hand under the blanket and lifted

and it folded over his hand. It was

empty.

This was an intensely dramatic
moment in Marina Oswald’s tes-
timony. There was a look of com-
plete distress on her face. fOf
course,” she said, “I already knew

thn it was Lee.”

Oswald’s mother was the next
witness. She appeared in a black
dress and at the time | noted on a

blanket. which appegred undis-

pad that she was “gggressive_noy-
matic, difficult.” She told wild s1o-
ries, frequentlv forgot her point
meandered throueh blind and un-
productive asides. When we tried
to_get her back on ihe track, she_
denounced us for interrupting.

But Marguerite Oswald's widely
publicized “*secret agent” theory
was traceable in the tangled lines

_of her testimony.{She never ac-
cepted the fact that her son had

" simply taken off to Russia, leaving
| her destitute. Instead, she decided
that he must have bt.en sent to
Russia on a secret mission for our

\omernmcnt Sipce her need was
indeed genuine, she went m‘W'ash-
ington to demmdofvaTiony o
:m

U.S. so that he could suppor

her. She had even tried to gel inio

the White House to petition Pres-
ident Kepncgz. E =S
ithin two_months of this, she

had received a letter from Lee, in
which he indicated he would soon

NEToToMme fiome, she took
this for confirmation that her de-
mands on government ofhcials ad
prevailed. ATter the assassination,
she simply revived her beliel 1hat—
he was an agent and told everyone
wiic"would Tisten that s had
been the case.

TRe result was a massive scarch
by the commission to prove or dis-
prove the secret-agent theory. First
we took the sworn denials of the
directors of various agencies in
Washington—men_like J. Edgar
Hoover _and Secretary ol State
Dean Rusk. We quizzed personnel
from the U.S. Embassy in Mos-
cow. We sent our own men into
the agencies involved to study their
old personnel files.

We were,_and we are now-con-
vinced that Oswald was pever an
agent for the U.S. sovernment,

e,

—

- We interrogated Jack Ruby in
an austere little jury room which
had a sink at one end, and a long
narrow table around which we all
sat. Ruby wore sandals and a white
Jumper with several buttons un-
done. Though he told us no more



than he claimed at his trial—that
he had been moved only by his hor-
ror at the assassination—it seemed
to be touch-and-go whether we
could keep his nerves from explod-
ing. He was terribly tense and, at
one point, balked completely. Sud-
denly Sheriff Bill Decker of Dallas
roared-at-Ruby, **Now be-a man
with a bunch of men that have
come a fong way to give you an
opportunity to [talk].”

[ was afraid that would blow
everything up—but instead, Ruby
began talking again. From this

and other sessions, and from total

Ll T

examination of the lives of both
Ruby and Oswald, we were con-
vinced there was no prior relation-
ship between Ruby and Oswald.

There were several trips to Dallas
and on one of fhese the staff con-
ducted an extraordinary experi-
ment. It actually re-created the
assassination, taking a similar car
through a foot-by-foot re-enact-
ment of what had happened. The
restaging was based on three strips
of movie film of the actual event,
plus a variety of still photographs.

By making a triangulation with
surveyor’s transits located at the
precise point at which each pho-
tographer had been standing, we
were able to place the car exactly
at each step.

A man of John Kennedy's ap-
proximate build rode in the Presi-
dent’s seat. On the jump seat in
front of him, just where Gover-
nor Connally had sat, was another
stand-in wearing the actual coat
Connally had worn on that day,
the bullet hole outlined in chalk.

The rifle Oswald had used was
mounted in the window from

. these Thrée shots misse

which he had fired, and a camera
was fitted to its telescopic sight.
The car was taken foot by foot
down the sloping road and pho-
tographed again at each spot in
its passage. By coordinating these.
photos and w

of The evidence, the ¢ ssion
was able to conclude with certajnryv.
that there were three shots.

I personally believe

one of

bu{"which ol _the three may neve
be known. | believe that another

Struck the anrk

and emerged 5 sk

that this same bullet stru_l( Gux-
ernor Connally in the back and
emerged from his chest, then went
through his right hand and pierced

his'EﬁW

Governor__( : ] dnc not
agree with this. He 1rst

bullet struck the Presiden

be_umw_lmﬂwmih_im
struck the President’s head. Nev-
ertheless, it is frequently true that
a wounded man

immediately when he
Lhit. I think -
n.xll\ did not know for an n-

stant or two that he humsell was
"—'—'--___-—-—._

CONCLUSION: ONE RIFLE,
AND ONE RIFLEMAN

wounded as well as the President.

Cerlamly there 1S 0o quesuon
that aTollowing bullet finally Killed

PresidentKennedy, inflictingamas-
sive head wound. From the mo-

ment that bullet struck, there was
no question of a chance for sur-
vival. In effect, the President was
dead at that moment.

As we proceeded through exper-
iment, investigation and testimo-
ny, we came to feel more and more
confident of our facts. But the
matter could not be considered
finished until each of the hundreds
of rumors was run to ground.

There were, for instance, the
tales emanating from a crowd pic-
ture that included one Billy Love-
lady, a youthful employe of the
Depository. At the moment the
President was shot, Lovelady was
standing with a group of fellow em-
ployes at the Depository’s front
entrance. One of the pictures tak-
en at the time of the assassination
showed him in the background.
When blown up. the grainy image
bore a surprising resemblance o
Lee Oswald.

MOTHER'S MYTH: OSWALD

WAS A PAID US. AGENT



Three witnesses
and a photo of
a mystery man

KEY FIGURES. In the basement of
the Dallas police station, nightclub
owner Jack Ruby (/efr) drew a revolv-
er and fatally shot Lee Oswald in the
stomach while newsmen and police,
momentarily frozen, watched help-
lessly—and all the world wondered
whether he it to silence a part-
ner in a conspiracy. Oswala’s moth-
er, Mrs, Marguerite Oswald (second

picrre), called *faggressive, dogmat-
ic, difficult™ by commission member
Ford, loudly demanded to be heard
by the panel, insisted her son was not
the assassin—and that he had been a
U.S. agent in Russia. After a thor-
ough check the commission guashed
the claim. Arriving to testify for the
first of three appearances before the
commission, Mrs. Marina Oswald

(third picture) was shy before a smil-
ing Chiel Justice Earl Warren, who
soothed her when she broke down on
the stand. Speculation that Oswald
could not have been the assassin was
ignited by the discovery of the photo-
graph at the far right. It showed the
crowd, the Book Depository in the
background, and Kennedy clutching
his throat in the car at the instant

)
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This provoked a storm of rumor
here and abroad. Major newspa-
pers ran the picture and asked how,
if there was a possibility that this
was Oswald, it could be said that
Oswald had himself fired the shot.
Did not this give credencz to the
theories that there were other gun-
men, who were upstairs while Os-
wald was down? Or to the theory
that Oswald was the wrong man?

The doubt was compounded by
Lovelady’s own actions. He vir-
tually went into seclusion, refus-
ing to talk to reporters or to allow
his picture to be made. It is hard
to blame him. Immediately after
the assassination there was an al-
most tangible aura of fear in Dal-
las, Even important officials could
not be sure in the first hours that
a major plot was not underway.
(H. L. Brennan, who actually saw
Oswald shoot the President an
provided the
cided soon afterward that his own

off misleading talk. 1ne wegpon
which killed President Kgnnedy
was a_Mannlicher-Carcana rifle;
it was made in ltaly. Oswald_pur-
chased it secondhand.

“ But an early report had quoted
police as saving the rifle was a
Mausgr. which is made in Germa-
ny. The two rifles bear only slight

resemblance. Result: more public

confusion—exceptamongsubscrib-
ers to the “‘conspiracy’”_theories.
for whom it was further proof of
more than one gunman. When po-
lice insisted that there had been just
the one [talian rifle, it seemed to
many that they were trying to hide

escription, de- |

something,

We had to zo back to the after-
noon of the assassination to set this

rumor straight. When Oswald fled

the sixth loor of the Depository,

he had thrust the rifie hchlndia

stack_of boxes. It was found by
the first investigaiing Cers a

a guard was put over 1L until

life was in critical danser. At the

us, he recognized Oswald imme-

irst police lineup, M

diately but feared to admit it. At

3 - AL
the second lineup, he made the |
idenmification_despite the Ffeared -

consequences. )

“The commission questioned
Lovelady, and in the absence of
publicity he identified himself in
the picture immediately, saying he
had been standing precisely at that
spot. Several other employes tes-
tified that they had been there with

him. The Depository manager
,‘_-—.______—.—_—”_—

agreed that the picture plainly was

| PRI e —"

of Lovelady, pot Oswald, And that

was all there was to that.

Then there was the rumor that
there had been a sheriff's office
alert of trouble at the Depository
at 12:25 pan. on_Nov. 27 __five
minutes before the assassination.
Did that mean someone knew in
advance there would be trouble?
Was this not evidence of a plog?

We checked the_recordsaf the
Dallas County sheriff’s dispatcher
desk and found that the call. tape-
recorded and time-keved, had been
isstied 2:30 just after the
shn_ts were fired.

The “Second rifle” also touched

the weapons and fingerprint men
arrived.

A reporter, facing animmediate
deadline, asked an officer standing
nearby What make the fifle_might
be. He said he thought jt might be
a_Mauser. The_reporter filed_his
story, calling the gun a Mauser,
and_the description was relaved
around the world. Although it was

und the world, Al
followed by a correction, the error

stifred up wide suspicions.

Perhaps the most rumor-ridden
subject of all was the direction from
which the shots were fired. Many
people found it difficult to be-
lieve that anyone but a _superb
marksman could have fired three
shots so_quickly and S0 accurate-
ly. Our tests_indicated, however,
that this was nor a remarkable Teat.
There also are tThose Who insist
that Oswald, in the time available
to him, could not have got from
the sixth floor of the_Depository to
the second, where he was observe

moments after the shooting, I ran

down_those steps mysell. stop-

watch in hand. There was time for
.  — _'_"-'-"“'-, e ———— s
him to make it

There were also some cruel hap-

pensfances that day which broke
in Oswald’s favor. Several carpen-
ters had been working on the sixth
floor, laying a new plywood floor.
At lunchtime they all went down-

stairs. Had they stayed at the job-
site. while eating, Oswald would
have been denied his concealment.

Another young employe actual-
ly did eat his lunch on the sixth
floor that day. He left a few chick-

en bones, which at first had_been
thought to have been Oswald’s
lunch. Had this employe staved to
watch the parade from the sixth
floor, Oswald might_have been
thwarted. Instead, he joined wo
others on the fifth floor. at win-
dows directly underneath the point
where ~Oswald installed himself
and Waned Tor the President to
appear.

And so the three men heard the

shots fired. the ejector mechanism

working, the shells hitting the floor

just_over their heads. Li he rever-
berations dislodged plaster that
sifted down into their hair. Sub-

sequently, their ecerie testimony
pimmn,——
When I was in Dallas, T stood in
that same place while an investiga-
tor worked a rifle on the floor
above. I 100 could hear the ¢jected

shells hitting the floor.
B

Perhaps because of early con-
fused reports on the President’s
wounds, there have been persist-
ent rumors, too, that a second gun-
man—or even the only gunman—
was near the railroad overpass
which overlooks the scene of the
assassination.

But from 10 a.m_that day, the



he was shot. Close examini
an enl;
of the Depository (above) showed a
in (arrows) who seemed to resem-
ble Oswald. 1T it indeed was he, then
it would not have been possible for
Oswald to have fired from the win-
dow. Buta check of Depository work-
ers revenled the man was nof Oswald
but Billy Lovelady, another emplose.

CONTINUED
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W. Fos
:1!! but raiiwav cmplnv:.s A Idil-
road towerm; \\h :lc

arca. He saw no strs

vard. When the mmurudu ap-
peared, the handful of spectators
on the overpass clustered to the
railing. Foster stationed himself
summw‘f
within his ranee of vision.

thn the shots were Tired, Fos-
ter thotght immediately THAL they
came from the area of the Deposi-
tory. Others present had a variety
ot other theories, which were sub-
sequently advanced to reporters,
The towerman, as an example,

couldn’t be sure whether they come_

from the Depaository or the aver-
pass: he said he had poted in the

past that, because of echoes in the

aread, noises originating from either _

place tended to sound the same.

In any event, no one present 4t
the time saw anything at all sus-
picious.

Thus we came, gradually and
finally, to the end of our assign-
ment. We had become masters_of
much_more information than we_
had expected to_pather veterans

of many more twisting trails than
we had expected to follow. We
spent nearly two months writing
our massive report—on which all
of us. with our different back-
grounds. are agreed.

This report is the truth as we
see it as best we know ir, and on
this, we rest. END
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