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i == the 543 wilmesses -and _their .lttomexJ nRt.m Chief Warren, vour life is in

What's Your Source?

Where she got the story, how she
got it, neither Dorothy Kilgallen nor The
New York Journal-American was say-
ing. But together thev had a major, if
controversial; mews beat; and forthree
days last week blared it

age one. The story clearly was worth
gu banner headlines—Jack Ruby's ver-
Imtun testimony before the Wurren
wmnuwnm
i From the impressive heading—cox~-
FIDENTIAL, PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON

they all over

THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KEN-
NEDY—down to the acrid debate be-
tween Ruby and This lawyers, the

}'mmul American’s series had the ring
df authenticity, Embarrassed and per-

thrbed, the commission implied that the
stories were accurate, then announced
that the FBI was investigating the “pre-

Awnociuted Press
Donit- in Dallas: Searching questions

m.llurv publication” of the testimony.
i While the commission appeared sur-
nmr-d to the “reporters who have cov-
r=d the Ruby testimony and his earlier
trial, it was just another episode in a
iru., series of leaks. For months, news-
en all over Texas have been aware of.
q thriving black “market in documents
onnected with the Oswald and _Ruby
m.wﬁ Among the items being bartered
Dallus and elsewhere were Oswald’s
E'{ll\sl_.ul__dl wry, a sketchy, non-verbatim
»jeraiun of Ruby's commission testimony,
many photographs, and the transeript of
Hulw s July 18 lie-detector test.
" Although the commission has tried to
maintain a screen of secrecy, it has been
as effective as a sieve, While the leak-
age has been kept to a minimum in
Washington, newsmen in Dallas and
ather cities have easily breached com-

Aagtiaest, 1964
been “cooperative,” but the ¢ cormmis-
sion, as a matter of legal etiquette,

has provided them with verbatim tran-
seripts of their testimony. In such an
atmosphere, it is surprising that the
Ruby testimony wasn’t published in full
before now.

Certainly, the 102-page doenment, at
least the Kilgallen version, contained a
great many fascinating insights into
Rubv's deteriorating state of mind, his
attorneyvs’ mubility to restrain their er-
ratic client, and Chief Justice Warren's
infinite  and understanding  patience.
Some excerpts:

Rusy: Now, Mr. Warren, [ don't
know if vou got any confidence in the
lie-detector test and the truth serum
and so on.

Justice Wannes: I can't tell you just
how much confidence I have in it, be-
cause it depends so much on who is
taking it and so forth ... [ wouldn't
suggest a lie-detector test to testify the
truth, We will treat you just the same

danger in this city,
Wanrrex: Np,
you can tell me,

do vou know that?
I don't know that ...
if yvou wish, when this

is all over, just between vou and me.
Rvey: [ am in a tough spot ...
through certain  falsehoods that have
been suid gbout me to other people_ .., |
I am as good as guilty as the accused
assassin of President iu'nnt_d\ ... Unfor-
tunately, Chief Earl \\.urt:n }ud you

been around five or six 'nnnrh\ ago, and
I know vour hands are tied ... a cer-
tain organization wouldn't have so fam-
pletely formed now ... to uscGKc
because I am of Jewish extraction ..

At one point, Rubv challenged Tona-
hill's version of an incident in Dalkss
by shouting at him “That is untrue”, i,
You are lving, Joe Tonahill” As Ruby
droned on in  stream-of-consciousness
fashion, he would, from time to Hmg,
interrupt in order to ask Chief ]ustlce
Warren if he minded “a slip-shop story,”
Typically, Justice Warren made the Je-
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Bunner day for the Journal-American:

as we do any other witness, but if vou
want such a test, [ will arrange it.

Rusy: [ do want it. Will you agree
to that, Joe? (Joe Tonahill, a Ruby
defense lawyer.)

Toxamrw: I sure do, Jack.

Rupy: Is there any way to get me
to Washington?

Wannex: | beg vour pardon? ... I
don’t know of any. I will be glad to
talk to vour counsel about what the
situation is, Mr. Ruby, when we get an
opportunity to talk.

Rusy: I don't think [ will get a fair
representation with my counsel, Joe
Tonahill ... I would like to request that
I go to Washington and you take all
the tests that I have to take. It is
very important.

ToxamL: Jack, will you tell him why
you don’t think you will get fair repre-
sentation?

Rusy: Because I have been over this
for the longest time to get the lie-
detector test. Somebody has been hold-;

Rubys Teshmony_ K
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Black-market bonanza?

ply: “No, vou tell us in your own way,”
The picture of Ruby which emcrgés
from his testimony is of a man despef-
ately trying to prove his sanity and to
establish that his only motive in killing
Lee Harvey Oswald was to spare Nlrs;
]acqlwhnc Kennedy the ordeal of h;rv-
ing to testify at the alleged ¢ssasnd§
trial. It also shows a portrait of a mi
driven by parancid fears and of an aft
torney hopeful of exploiting those fe'ﬂ%
to establish a case of insanity. .
The testimony revealed so much L?]?{
the Journal-American hardly needed
muddled Kilgallen sidebar commentd?:
ies. Just as she had during the trial xtse'if
(where, like other reporters, she was
searched before entering court—photd?,
the gossipy columnist jumped on obvi-
ous discrepancies in Ruby's testimony;
such as that he was demonstrating an
exercise device to a friend at a time
when he was supposed to be grief-
stricken about the assassination. She
made much, also, of Ruby's aggressive
performunce before the commission.

Neither Miss Kilgallen nor her: editors
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Jinza1 8 2R 2isutoalistm  oilodis)
(thaoseries qan . iny thies twelve  Heaust,
papers m-‘rm-s the cduntiv) were willinge
to talk mut ]!r‘l stories Hl Lf'l wlil.s.,t 91{

nuf T”l pane h-.t ~\!n|h1 sav was ‘!1.1 ,rt
was someoite “close to the Warren gomp,
mission “in~ Washington.” Other upgy_tq
implied that the leak was out of Detggiti-J
=New York, and especially Dallas. Ty F

Whatever the case, Miss Kil ';l”f,}l,ii”‘
exclusive suggested the difficulty of ot
tling up such an explosive 1c-p:\!t:f)ﬁg§ijt
s0 long, espe ially one to which so RRE
have had access. Patting itself on the,,
back last week, the Journal-Am Lr_sgl.;g‘;_(_
noted it had “rushed” the storv Jiorp
print because it feared it would nag, be. .
amonyg the select if the Warren COME-
sion went ahead with a rumered wlu}[tn,;
release the report selectively. :Um

\.\lllll ’I:(' (nlmnn»]ml umu‘m(l‘ ”hl
January, it nmxlpnmi it had only ll)}!pt
three months of waork ahead. Now _lt_s_.r_g,,__;_

Taws ilard—Dallas Mumiing Sewy
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Ruby: “A slip-shop story’
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part is set for publication in "uptvml;er
If it waits_any longer than that, one b
ti;(_ most important docur mnt» of 'tf;f:'
century may, uiutmut o, d hb"* y,u
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