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The opening lines of Oswald’s diary 

OSWALD’S OWN STORY— 

AS REVEALED BY HIS DIARY 

sae Fy! foe we 

One of the most revealing documents in the 
case of Lee Harvey Oswald is now part of the 
official record of the Warren Commission's report 
on the Kennedy assassination. 

The document: a handwritten diary that Os- 
wald kept while living in Russia, trying to re- 

grounce his American citizenship. 

(EE s 

A copy of the diary was obtained by ‘The 
Dallas Morning News,” which published de- 
tailed quotations from Oswald's writings in its q g 
issues of June 27 and 28, 1964. 

The newspaper's complete story of the diary 
and excerpts from its account of other notes made 

by Oswald are reprinted here with permission. 

“= ee —e _ 

~.., When Intourist guide Rimma Sherikova met Lee Harvey 
4 Oswald's train in Moscow, the first thing he told her was, “I 
ewe ant to apply for Russian citizenship.” 

Oswald, recently a U.S. Marine, had been led to Russia 
“by the glittering promises of Communism. He had made his 
“way to Helsinki, Finland, and there boarded the train for 

oscow. His enthusiasm stunned even Rimma. Later, in his 
ary—which he kept for more than two years—he scribbled. 

"“She is Habbergasted, but agrees to help.” Rimma telephoned 
“her boss at Intourist headquarters, then helped Oswald ad- 
“dress a written request to the Supreme Soviet. 

“Meanwhile, her boss telephones the passport and visa of- 
‘fice and notifies them about me,” Oswald wrote in his until- 
now secret diary. 

Oswald kept the diary—“Historic Diary” he labeled it— 
from Oct. 16, 1959, the day he met Moscow and Rimma, un- 
til March 27, 1962, A reading of it gives much insight into 
this man who was to become 2 presidential assassin, 17° 0)" 

, by Hugh Aynesworth in “The Dallas Morning News” 
But on that October day in 1959, everything was rosy. The 

day after he arrived, Rimma came by the Hotel Berlin to ac- 
company the young American—as was her job—on a sight- 
seeing tour of Moscow. 

“She says we must continue with this although I am too 
nervous, She is ‘sure’ I will have an answer soon.” 

He thought Rimma skeptical. She wanted to know why he 
wanted to do this, 

“I explain I am a Communist,” 
sympathetic, but uneasy now. 

“She tries to be a friend to me. She feels sorry for me. ! 
am something new.” 

Note: Oswald’s spelling was poor. For this story, it has 
been corrected. 

Sunday, Oct. LS, 

he wrote. “She is politely 

1959, Oswald's twentieth birthday: 
“We visit exhibitions in the morning, and in the afternoon, 

the Lenin-Stalin tomb.” 
aiid 0d his birthday,’ Rimma "gave Oswald ‘a book, “Idiot,” by



%& Oswald and his Russian bride 
~ . y 
= Marina soon after their mar- 
riage in Minsk, where he was 
* working. The following year, 

= Oswald brought Marina and 
-their baby daughter to U.S. 

Cc of) 

» Fédor Dostoevski—a story written in the 1860s about a man’s 
desperate struggle for personal human dignity in a world that 
often denies it. 

More tourism on the next day. Oswald wrote he is “anx- 
ious.” “Still no word from the authorities about my request.” 

October 20: Oswald was told by Rimma that Intourist has 
been notified that the passport and visa department wants to 
see him. 

“I am excited greatly by this news,” Oswald wrote. 
Oct. 21, 1959, thus began with hope for the slender 

¢ 

American who felt he was temporarily a “man without 
country.” . 

That morning he met with a Russian official and later. 
scribed him as “balding, stout, black suit, fairly good E: 
lish.” He asked Oswald (as if he didn’t already kn 
“What do you wa: 

“Soviet citizenship,” snapped Oswald. 
“Why?” the Russian grunted. 
“I give vague answers about ‘great Soviet Union,’” ¢ 

(continued on next page) = —=— 



ild™ said. He was shocked when the Russki told him, 
S.S.R. only great in literature.” 

eel am stunned. I reiterate. He says he will check and let 
wae know whether my visa will be extended (it expires to- 

w).” 
iAt 6 p.m., the Russian police telephoned Oswald in his 
n-and told him he had two hours to get moving out of 
country, His 5-day student's visa-would run out at 8 p.m. 

FI am shocked! My dreams! I retire to my room. I have 
00 left. I have waited for two years to be accepted. My 

Mpiest dreams are shattered because of a petty official, be- 
fise of bad planning. I planned so much!” 

BsOswald was in a dilemma. He had forsaken the United 
pagates long ago (not officially, but in his mind and heart) 

now he cannot stay in the Utopia of his dreams, Rus 
nd he doesn't have enough money to get very far, which, 
jubtless, added to his mental anguish. 

: “I Decide to End It’ 
fee. Suicide! 

The diary says: 
eT p.m. I decide to end it. Soak wrist in cold water to 
Ae amb the pain, Then slash my left wrist. Then place into 
, Bathtub of hot water. 

I think, “When Rimma comes at 8 to find me dead, it 
be a great shock.’ 

fe" Somewhere a violin plays, as I watch my life whirl away. 
I think to myself, ‘How easy to die’ and ‘2 sweet death’ 

D violins) .” 

Reximma came about 8 p.m. and found Oswald unconscious 
the bathtub—the floor and tub deeply stained by Oswald's 

bod. 
*#eRimma summoned an ambulance, which took Oswald to a 

pspital where five stitches were taken in the wrist wound. 
¢The Russian girl—described by Oswald in other notes as in 
er mid-20s—must have pitied the American. She stayed by 

side at the hospital for many hours, in case he needed an 
preter, she said. 

My Russian is still very bad,” he wrote. “Far into the 
ht, I tell her ‘go home’ (my mood is bad) but she stays. 
is my friend.” 

*e Oswald saw a certain amount of strength in the Soviet girl 
ffand he envied it. While in the hospital, he noted, “She has 
Yaa strong will. Only at this moment I notice she is pretty.” 

ne next day (Oct. 22, 1959) he noted his surroundings: 
am in a small room with about 12 others (sick persons), 

Wo orderlies and a nurse. The room is very drab, as well as 
fe breakfast.” 
He then watched the others and made a startling discov- 

: “Only after prolonged (two hours) observation of the 
her patients do I realize | am in the insanity ward, This 
jalization disquiets me.” 
e’She encourages me, then scolds me. She says she will 

Mel me get transferred to another section of the hospital 
t for insane) where the food is good,” Oswald scribbled. 

phe next day Oswald was taken to a regular ward, but he 
ist istrusted the nurses. “The nurses_are suspicious of me,” he 
Rupte, then, in parentheses, “They know,” 
Bo é 5 Oswald didn’t jot much in his 

a visited every day, and on the 23rd, he wrote 
Ba Rosa" ‘Agafonova, another Intourist worker at the Berlin, 
ropped by to cheer him, 

ra
e 

nglish, very merry and 
zhow be was ae 

—"Dallas Morning News'" Photo ee 

“Undesirable discharge” certificate fram U.S. Marine Corps, a 
dated Sept 13, 1960, was sent to Oswald in Russia. By 
then, he was beginning to think of returning to the U. 

October 27: 
scissors.” 

Oswald was released on the 28th and Rimma, in an In=} 
tourist car, returned him to the Berlin. He checked out for *~ 
some reason and moved the short distance to the Hotel Metz +] 
ropole. } 

As soon as Oswald was checked into the Metropole, Rim: 
ma (who must be a Russian diplomat by now) told him the: 
passport and registration office wanted to talk with him 
“About my future,” he wrote. 2 

They exchanged formalities, asked how his arm was aa 
then got to the point: “Do you want to go back to your, 
homeland?” £3 

“No, I want Soviet citizenship,” Oswald replied quickly 2 i 
adding that he had long planned for the day when he would: " 
live in Russia. 

“We will see,” one Russian said. 
They then asked him about the other official to whom h 

Ae 
“Stitches are taken out by doctor with ‘dull! & 

had made his request. Oswald told them, then found out that 
the first Russian had not even passed along the request; hat | 
made no application for extension of his visa. 

“I deseribe him, They take notes,” Oswald wrote. 4 

When asked for credentials, Oswald whipped out wif t fi 
U.S. Marine Corps discharge certificate—later to be amend: 
ed from honorable to undesirable-wherr-his defection wa 
announced, - 

“How long will it take?" Oswald asked. : 
“Not soon,” one of the Russians replied curtly, ve 
Then back to his hotel. Faithful Rimma came by to sof 

“I feel insulted and I insult her,” ¢ 

te that. he.paceg. 



‘HOW OSWALD SAW HIMSELF 
From “The Dallas Morning News,” Sunday, June 28, 1964: 

+ While a still-upset world has passed judgment on Oswald, 
\g ee must occasionally wonder what this man thought of him- 
self. 
@ A clue lies near the end of a bunch of notes he must have 

jz considered his “book.” He wrote: 
ime “Lee Harvey Oswald was born in October, 1939, in New 
f= Orleans, La., the son of an insurance salesman whose early 

death left a (the words ‘desire for’ were here but later 
bes ratched out) mean streak of independence brought on by 
“neglect. 
2°. “Entering the U.S. Marine Corps at 17, this streak of in- 
{dependence was strengthened by exotic journeys to Japan, 
ifthe Philippines and the scores of odd islands in the Pacific. 
{< “Inmediately after serving out his. three years in the 
‘®-USMC he abandoned his (he wrote the word ‘family’ but 
\ later scratched this out, too) American life to seek a new 
| life in the U.S.S.R. 

“Full of optimism and hope, he stood in Red Square in 
the fall of 1959 vowing to see his chosen course through. 
After, however, two years and a lot of growing up, he de- 
“cided to return to the U.S.A. 

“This book is not a study about himself. He is only the 
narrator. He does think, however, that not too many people, 
at least Americans, have had the opportunity to look into an 

| often incredible and sometimes terrifying world, but a world 
whose outward appearance is very like our own, if not quite 
so gray. 

SS 

S
e
 

“I eat once, stay next to the phone, kept fully dressed,” he 
wrote. Writing from his hotel room October 30, he added: 
“I have been in hotel three days. It seems like three years, I 
must have some sort of a showdown.” , 
% Oct, 31, 1959: “L make my decision.” He hailed a taxi 

-ahd told the driver, “To the American Embassy.” 
oh After some time, Oswald was taken to see one of the Em- 
sassy officials, John A. MeVickers. 
#21 “I took out my American passport and lay it on the desk 

arid said, ‘I have come to dissolve my American citizenship.’ ” 
¥ Oswald said MeVickers warned him not to do such a dras- 

tHe thing without first making sure the Russians would accept 

~ “He says I'm a fool,” Oswald penned in the diary. “I state, 
“pMy mind ismade up and from this day forward, I consider 
tgmyself no citizen of the U.S.A.’” 
».-. Oswald talked for 40 minutes with Richard Snyder, a con- 
‘stl at the Embassy, then said Snyder told him, “Unless you 
‘wish to expound on your Marxist beliefs, you can go.” 
#* “In effect, I leave the Embassy elated at this showdown,” 
‘Oswald wrote. He said he felt sure that the Russians would 
ow see the light and wéleome him . . . “after this sign of 

\aith in them.” 2 
‘eat 2 p.m.tess than an hour after he returned from his 
‘[Showdown” with the American Embassy folks—reporters be- 

n to converge on Room 214 at the Metropole. Oswald 
1ed them away for the time being. 

F“I feel nonplussed because of the attention,” he wrote. 
€On November 1, Oswald wrote: “My mother and my 
brother have called three times. Now I feel slightly exhil- 
irated, not so lonely.” 

ine 

~ he refused all incoming telephone calls. He called this pe 

“ He posed for pictures and told Miss Mosby of his inteng 

% From November 2 to: November15, the-diary claims-thaps> staat aiBed Crosssai 

“days of utter loneliness.” : 
During this time he mentioned pacing the floor, waitingy 

waiting, waiting. Most of his meals he ate close by the telew 
phone. 

He was ill for some days. He did not eat enough. 
“T am racked with dysentery,” he scribbled at one spo 
On November 15, Oswald felt better and wanted to tal 

with somebody, perhaps anybody who would listen. He tele 
phoned Miss Aline Mosby of United Press International, wl 
had left her card when he refused her an interview. 

tions, his hopes. 
Later, he wrote in his diary that she “distorted” the st 

and he complained that she had failed in her promise to 
him read her story before she filed it. 

Following the interview, Oswald felt relieved. He hi 
gained more attention. Best of all, perhaps, he had had so ; 
body to talk with who wouldn't argue with him, who would. 
be very, very interested in what he had to say. 7 

That night he wrote, “I feel slightly better because of the 
attention.” . 

“Comforting News” From the Soviets 
The very next day—Nov. 16, 1959—exactly one month : 

he arrived in Russia—a Soviet official came to him and tol 
him he could stay until they decided what must be donet 
his unusual case. 

“It is comforting news for me,” he wrote. e& 
Though he felt more secure because he knew the whee 

were turning, Oswald still had qualms through Novembag 
and December when no word came. * Ee 

He bought a couple of self-teaching Russian books 
locked himself in his room and studied. 

New Year's Eve of 1960, Oswald didn’t feel much 
celebrating, 

He was worried about his finances. He owed for the 
tire month of December at the hotel; hadn't paid one k 
He owed 2,200 rubles [$2,442 at the official exchange 
of $1.11 for 1 ruble] and had only $28 left. 

“I see no one from November 17 to December 30, ex 
now and then Rimma who calls the Ministry about me .% 
“Have they forgotten?’ " § 

Rimma, Oswald said, had told the hotel that though Os. 
wald was rather slow in paying his bill, not to worry becaitse 
he was to receive a big sum of money from America any 
day now, -. = 2 

So, on New Year's Eve, he sat and talked at length with Rosa, 
Agafonova. She gave him a small boratin (clown) as a presenfiy 

“She is very nice,” Oswald wrote. “I found out only re- 
cently she is married and has a small son who was born cripi 
pled. That is why she is so strangely tender and compelling:” 

On_January 4, he was told by the Russians that he cor i 
have a residence document, but not citizenship. at 

He was instructed to go to the Red Cross to get mony 
to help him settle his bills and pay his train fare 
Minsk, where he had been told he would be given a igb 
in a factory. sige 

Oswald was elated. At last he was moving again on his 
road which was to end not in Moscow but in the Dallas city 
jail less than four turbulent years later. é 

The money Red Cross gave him especially pleases Oswald 
He wrote; “4a 

“L receive 5,000 rubles [$5,550], a huge sum!” Pr 
(This was more than he would receive for seven ae 

work in Minsk, despite the fact he made more than the 
average Russian at his job.) Dik 

ericande ia Washington it had_never- a i e 



i ae is 
wor be ais 

“i'm living big and am 
& (ci 

eis money to Oswald and has no record of correspond- 
‘ence between the American Red Cross and the U.S.S.R. Red 
Cross regarding the defector.) _ 
‘Il Have a Lot of Money and Hope” 

\SeJan. 7, 1960: Oswald boarded a train for Minsk. Train 
‘fare: 150 rubles [$166.50]. 
‘="T have a lot of money and hope,” his diary says. 
\&Two Red Cross workers met him at the Minsk station and 
‘ok him to the Hotel Minsk where two Intourist guides, 
‘¥osa and Stellina, came by within the hour. 
§ Stellina, wrote Oswald, was in her 40s, “nice, married, 
young child.” Rosa: “about 23, blonde, attractive, unmarried, 
@&cellent English. We attract each other at once.” 
‘Bijan. 8, 1960: “I meet the city mayor, Comrade Shrapof, 
who welcomes me to Minsk, promises a rent-free apartment 
fey» 4 A 
ie and warns me about ‘uncultured persons’ who sorne- 

es insult foreigners.” 
& January 10: “The day to myself. I walk through city, very 

The following day Oswald visited the Minsk Radio Fac- 
!tory, where he soon was to be given a good job—very good, 

‘by Russian standards. 
@ He found a man there he immediately liked and respected 

‘one who was to play a big part in his decision to leave Rus- 
zand get back to his native land. . 
Even that day, this man might have tried to warn Oswald 
what he would encounter. Oswald wrote in his diary: 

nere I meet Andrei Tovli, late 40s, mild mannered, 
able. He seems to want to tell me something.” 

SOswald began his job January 13, as a “checker” metal 
Forker at 700 rubles [$777] a month. He didn’t write much 
his diary the next couple of months except: 
Work very easy. I am learning Russian quickly now. Ev- 
ne is very friendly and kind. I meet many young Rus- 
workers my own age, and they have varied personalities. 

» All wish to know about me, even offer to hold a mass 
ting so | can say. 
refuse politely. 

At night I take Rosa to the theater, movie or opera al- 
t every day. 

#¢1'm living big and am very satisfied. 
1 receive a check from the Red Cross every fifth of the 
month ‘to help,’ The check is 700 rubles. Therefore, every 
\adnth I make 1,400 rubles [$1,554], about the same as the 
rector of the factory!” - a= 
‘Oswald, kiiown~as a complainer in the Marine Corps, 

adn’t changed. He wrote: 
jESI don’t like: picture of Lenin which watches from its 
place of honor and physical training at 11-11:10 each morn- 
Hg (compulsory) for all.” 
'BOn March 16, Oswald wrote of his new apartment. He 
\bserved that many co-workers have been on the list for an 
Partment for five or six years. He called his fat “a Rus- 
ian’s dream.” 
#The one-room, kitchen-bath apartment was near his work. 
#Only 8 minutes walk,” he wrote, and added, “It has a 
fe view from two balconies of the river. Almost rent- 

fee (60 rubles [$66.60] a month).” 
Soon Oswald told of meeting Pavil Golovacha, a friendly 

Dung Russian about his age. “Very intelligent, an excellent 
fidio technician.” He noted that Pavil’s father was the 
hed Gen. Golovacha, commander of northwestern Siberia 
ind a World War II hero. 
SNext_entry ‘wasiMay~ Dayi4 Maye $2060) 4b followe the = 

very satisfied” in Russia 
fe 

American custom of marking a holiday by sleeping in the 
morning.” He then described the “spectacular military pa- { 

rade” and the parade of all the workers—except him—waving $ 
flags and pictures of Khrushchev. = 

That night Oswald went to Tovli’s home for a party with@ 
40 people. “We dance, play around and drink until 2 ami 
when party breaks up.” - 

Tovli finally came out with it, after trying in more subtleg 
terms: ; 

“Go back to the United States,” he told Oswald. @ 
Oswald was stunned. He wrote later: a 
“It's the first opposition I have heard. I respect Tovli. Hegt 

has seen the world. He says many things and relates manypa 
things I don’t know about the U.S.S.R. 

“T begin to feel uneasy inside . . . it's true!” 
The next two months Oswald spent considerable time with 

another co-worker, an Argentine immigrant named Alexander 
Zeger. Zeger had two daughters Oswald enjoyed. 

He wrote of Leonora, 26, and Anita, 20, Zeger’s daughters 

Anita is “very gay, not so attractive.” Oswald said he andi 
Anita “hit it off.” = 

Of Leonora, a divorcee, Oswald wrote: “She has a beautiz= 

ful Spanish figure, long black hair, like Anita. I never payyg 
much attention to her. She's too old for me (he is 20 now} 
She seems to dislike my lack of attention for some reasongiy 
She is high strung.” we 

Oswald then told of a dingy café where he usually ate hig¢ 
evening meal. 

“The food is generally poor and always the same menus iq 
any café at any point in the city. The food is cheap and & 
don't really care about quality after three years in the 
USMC.” 

“It's a Great Pain in the Neck” 
In August and September of 1960—less than a year in Rusé 

sia—Oswald decided he wanted out. 
“As my Russian improves,” he wrote, “I become increasy 

ingly conscious of just what sort of a society I live in. Ma 
gymnastics, compulsory after-work meetings, usually politi 
information meeting, compulsory attendance at lectures and= 
the sending of the entire shop collective (except me) tal, 
pick potatoes on a Sunday at a state collective farm—a ‘pi 
triotic duty’ to bring in the harvest.” 

He added: “The opinions of the workers (unvoiced) aré 
that it’s a great pain in the neck. They don't seem to b 
especially enthusiastic about any of the ‘collective duties,” iB 

natural feeling. 
“I am increasingly aware of the presence, in all things 

Lebizen, shop party secretary, fat, fortyish and jovial on 
outside. He is a no-nonsense party regular.” - 

In October, 1960, Oswald wrote of the coming of the big 
ter Russian winter. His dread of the cold was “mellowed ig) 
splendid golds and reds of fall in Byelorussia,” ay 

His 2st birthday, Oct. 18, 1960, was his happiest in sexy 

eral years. Still living in splendid fashion, he invited Pavabe 
Rosa and a beautiful Jewish lass named Ella Germain to§ 

party at his apartment. ¥ 

He described Elia as “a very attractive Russian Jew I hag 
been going walking with lately, works at the radio factorygg 

Ella was destined soon to play a big part in the twisté@ll 
pathways traveled by Lee Harvey Oswald, 

Oswald wrote in his diary in much the same manner Ii 
often expressed his other views; he felt he was the big chee&@ 

—the center of attraction. The same went for the. birthday 

OE adore ag f iinoiidas a



“Rosa and Ella are jealous of each other,” he wrote. “It 
‘brings a warm feeling to me, Both are at my place for the 
first time. 
*-*Ella and Pavil both give me ash trays (I don’t smoke). 
‘We have a laugh.” 

“A Growing Loneliness Overtakes Me” 
November brought the winter. Oswald felt it more than 

some; 
.* “A growing loneliness overtakes me in spite of my con- 
{squest of Ennatachina, a girl from Riga studying at the music 
-*yconservatory in Minsk,” he wrote, adding, “And short (this 
ye-then scratched out). After an affair which lasts a few weeks, 
Ohgave part.” 
“= He looked elsewhere for attention. 
S.. Nov. 15, 1960: “I make the acquaintance of four girls 
{rooming at the Foreign Language Dormitory in Room 212. 

Nell is very interesting, so is Tomka, Tomis and Alla. 
“I usually go to the Institute dormitory with a friend of 

mine who speaks English very well, Erich Titov, 22, who is 
ss in the fourth year at the Medical Institute.” 

Oswald thought Titov “a very bright fellow.” Later, when 
“fz he would plan his return to the U.S,, Oswald could not tell 
3 Erich for fear he would somehow block his move. 
#15 Oswald's only December jotting was, “I am having a light 

affair with Nell Korobka.” 
Jan. 1, 1961, the love bug got hold of Oswald. 
“New Year's Day I spend at the home of Ella Germain, I 

think I'm in love with her. She has refused my more dishon- 
©sorable advances. We drink and eat in the presence of her 
£ ‘family in a very hospitable atmosphere. 

‘= “Later I go home drunk and happy. Passing the river 
= homeward, I decide to propose to Ella.” 
= January 2: “After a pleasant hand-in-hand walk to the lo- 

= cal cinema, we came home. Standing on the doorstep, I pro- 
~ pose. She hesitates, then refuses. 
z 

a 

ei
t 

“My love is real but she has none for me. 
‘4 “Her reason besides lack of love: I am an American and 
“someday might be arrested simply because of that. Exam- 
ple, Polish intervention in the 20s led to the arrest of all 

“people in the Soviet Union of Polish origin.” 
~». “*You understand the world situation,’” he quoted Ella, 
ee ‘There is too much against you and you don’t even know 

= Oswald was stunned. He tripped over his own feet as he 
turned to leave. 

=|. “She snickers at my awkwardness in tuming to go (I am 
“too stunned to think). 
= “I realize,” he wrote, “she was never serious with me, but 
only exploited my being an American to get the envy of the 
/other girls who consider me different from the Russian boys.” 
ES He closed that day's entry: 
4 “I am miserable!” 

The next day was another low one. “I am miserable about 
Ella. I love her but what can I do?” 

_. Jan. 4, 1961, one year after Oswald was granted his resi- 
lence document: “I am called in by the passport office and 

gcked if I want citizenship (Russian). I say ‘No, simply ex- 
nd my residential passport.’ ” This was granted. ~ 

°] The rest of January, Oswald penned only four lines in his 
gir, but they tell a story: 
., “I am starting to reconsider my desire about staying. The 
work is drab. The money I get has nowhere to be spent. No 
fight clubs or bowling alleys, no places of recreation except 
‘the trade union dances. 

“I have had enough.” i 
Feb. 1, 1961: Oswald wrote the U. S. Embassy in Moscow: | 

“I state, ‘I would like to go back to U.S.!'” | 
February 28: “I receive letter from Embassy. Richard ‘| a 

on 

Snyder stated I could come in for an interview any tim 
wanted.” Fs, 

For two weeks Oswald wondered how he was going to get 
the 468 miles to Moscow to handle the next step of his 
‘amended “plan.” Se 

~ “T now live in a state of expectation about going back Ao 
the U.S. I confided in Tovli. He supports my judgment, but 
warns not to tell any Russians about my desire to return. « 

“I understand now why.” if 
March 17, 1961: Another detour appeared in Oswald's 

maze-like life. That night he and Erich went to a dance-at 
the trade union, Hf 

“Boring,” he wrote later, “but at the last hour, [ am intro: 
duced to a girl with a French hairdo and red dress with 
white slippers. 

“I dance with her, then ask to show her home. : 
“I do, along with five other admirers. Her name is Marina. 

We Lke each other right away. She gives me her phone num- 
ber and departs home with a not-so-new friend in a taxi:.I 
walk home.” 

March 18-31: “We walk. I talk a little about myself, she 
talks a lot about herself. Her name is Marina N.” 

April 1-30: The diary got skimpy as Oswald was busy 
courting. “We are going steady and I decide I must have 
her. She puts me off, so on April 15, I propose. She accepts.” 

April 31 (sic): “After a 7-day delay at the marriage bu- 
reau because of my unusual passport, they allow us to register 
as man and wife. Two of Marina's girl friends act as brides- 
maids. We are married. 

“At her aunt's home, we have a dinner reception for about 
20 friends and neighbors who wish us happiness (in spite of 
my origin and accent).” 

He described an evening of merriment, drinking and eat- 
ing, and added, “Uncle Vasily started a fight and the fuse 
blew on an overloaded circuit.” After all that, they walked 
the 15 minutes to their home. 

“At midnight we were home,” he recalled. 
May of 1961, Oswald wrote: “In spite of fact I married 

Marina to hurt Ella, I found myself in love with Marina.” 
In late May, he added: “The transition of changing the 

full love from Ella to Marina was very painful, especially as 
I saw Ella almost every day at the factory but as the days 
and weeks went by, I adjusted more and more, My 

Concealing “My Desire to Return’ 
“I still haven't told my wife of my desire to return to 

the U.S. 
“She is madly in love with me from the very start. Boat 

rides on Lake Minsk, walks through the parks, evening at 
home or at Aunt Valia’s place mark May,” : 

In June, 1961, he wrote: “A continuance of May, except 
that we draw closer and closer and I think very little now 
of Ella.” 

In late June, Lee told Marina he wanted to go home. 
“My wife is slightly startled,” he wrote, “but then she en- 

courages me to do what I wish to do.” ‘ 
In July Oswald decided to take his two-week vac3- 

tion from the ‘radio factory and fly to Moscow to see if the 
American Embassy could help him get back to his home- 
land. 
_july 8, 1961: Oswald boarded an Hyushin jet sotto



“Motcow 2 hours and 20 minutes later. He took a bus from 
Uthe airport to mid-Moscow, 
_,.. As he arrived at the U.S. Embassy, it was closed. It was 
ihe m. on Saturday. He telephoned Snyder (“since all Em- 
‘Ebassy personnel live in the same building.”) 

Oswald talked with Snyder, who told him to come back 
onday moming and they would help him, Oswald _tele- 

a) 1oned Marina in Minsk and had her fly up the following day. 
~ They both returned to Minsk July 15, and Marina returned 

ea work to find that all her bosses and co-workers knew 
twhere she had been. 
“They ‘ were called at her place of work from some official 
in Moscow,” Oswald wrote. “The bosses hold a meeting and 
“give her a _strong browbeating, the first of many such indoc- 
Stzinations.” 
“ The next six weeks were spent in getting the necessary 
wblanks and applications filled out. “They number about 20,” 
“Oswald scribbled. 

Aug. 20, 1961: “We give the papers out. They say it 
will be 3% months before we know whether they'll let us go 
‘oF not. 

“In the meantime, Marina has had to stand four different 
‘meetings at the place of work held by her bosses at the di- 
rection of ‘someone’ by phone. 
“The Young Communist League headquarters also called 
about her and she had to go see them for L% hours. 
*“The purpose (expressed) is to dissuade her from going 

to the U.S.A. Net effect: Make her more stubborn about 
wanting to go.” 

““" He wrote for the first time in mid-August about Marina 
‘being pregnant. He added, “We only hope the visas come 
through soon!” 

August 21-September 1: “I make repeated trips to the 
‘passport and visa office, also to the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs in Minsk, also the Ministry of Internal Affairs, all of 
which have a say in the granting of a visa. I expected prom- 
ises of quick attention to us. 

September 1 - October 18: “No word from Ministry 
bethey Il call us!’). Marina left 
Minsk by train on vacation 
to the city of Kharkov in the 
Urals to visit an aunt for four 
weeks. 
“During this time I am lonely, 
“but I and Erich go to the dances 
‘and public places for entertain- 
ment. I haven't done this in quite 
a few months now. 

“[ spend my birthday alone at 
the opera, watching my favorite, 
“Queen of Spades.’ I am 22 years 
old.” 

Novy. 12, 1961: “Marina arrives 

Sack radiant, with several jars of 
preserves | for me from her aunt in 
Kharkov.” 

~ November-December — “Now 
we are becoming annoved by the 
delay. Marina is beginning to 
waver about going to the U.S 
probably from the strain and her 
being pregnant. 
Se “Still we quarrel and so things 
are not so bright, especially with 
the approach of the hard Russian 

% ~ feelings against fe and 
_ the President of the United States. - VE? 
-_ "There is no question t that he did it on his — 

~ own and by himself. He was not a member 
_ of a right-wing organization. He was a con- — 
 fessed Communist, but even the Communists _ 
ra would ‘not have an hin to do ah fins : 

re 

The Oswalds had a nice surprise for Christmas. That aftef. - 
noon, Marina was called to the passport and visa office and * 
told they had been granted Soviet exit visas. > 

“She fills out the completing blank and then comes home « 
with the news,” he wrote in his diary. “It’s great (I think?).” 

New Year's Day of 1962 the Oswalds attended a dinners P 
party with six others at Alexander Zeger’s house. 

January 4: Oswald traded in his resident document and- - 
was given a special pass, good until July 5, 1962. 

“Since they have given us permission to leave, they know" 5 
we shall,” he scribbled later. . 

Oswald wrote but two lines in the January 4 to February - 
15 period: “Days of cold Russian winter but we feel fine. - 
Marina is supposed to have baby on March 1.” *: 

At dawn on February 15, Marina awakened Lee (Alek 
she called him) jand told him she felt the time was close. - 

“It's her time,” he penned. “At 9 a.m., we arrive at thes! 
hospital. I leave her in care of the nurses and leave to go - 
to work.” < 

At 10 a. m. Marina gave birth to a baby girl. ‘ 
“When I visit the hospital at 5 p.m. after work, I am. 

given news. 
“We both wanted a boy. Marina feels well, baby girl, OK" z 
February 23: “Marina leaves hospital. I see June for first 

time.” be 

February 28: “I go to register (as prescribed by law) the =. 
baby, I want her name to be June Marina Oswald. But these ~ 
bureaucrats say her middle name must be the same as my 
first, a Russian custom supported by law. = 

“I refuse to have her name written as June Lee. They — 
promise to call the city ministry (city hall) and find out in 
this case—since I do have a U. S. passport.” 5 

The next day Oswald learned he must follow the Russian 
law. He wrote simply: “Name; June Lee.” 

March, 1962: “The last communiqués are exchanged be- - 
tween myself and the Embassy. Letters are always arriving 
from my mother and brother in the U. S. 

“T still have not told Erich, who is my oldest existing ac- 
quaintance, that we are going 
to the States. He’s OK, but I ~ 
am afraid he is too good a 
Young Communist League mem- 
ber, 80 I'll wait until last min- ~ 
ute.” oe 

March 24: “Marina quits her 
job in the formal fashion.” es 

March 25: “I receive a letter<- 
from 'mmigration and Naturaliza-~~ 
tion Service at San Antonio, Tex., '~ 
that Marina has had her visa pe-~_ 
tition (approved!). The last doc- ” 
ument. Now we only have to = 
wait for the U.S. Embassy to re- ” 
ceive their copy of the approval 
so they can officially give the g0- 
ahead.” 

March 27, 1962: “I receive a 
letter from a Mr. Philles, an em- 
ployer of my mother, pledging to— 
support my wife in case of need.” 

That was the last diary entry. - 
Within a few days, the O82 

walds were on a Dutch steamer 
heading for New York and a def 
tiny few, if any, would have bé 
Jieved possible. 
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