- police contact some of fheir old pals in the
g‘regch Secret Service and work |fp a plot to
do away with him. French secret agents use
- a decoy ruse to pick him up on the street in
~broad daylight in Paris, and then turn him
‘over to a Moroccan gangster who tortures
ﬁm. murders him, and disappears complete«

gmmg France after it's all over. :

* . Then when it becomes known that
3 French secret agents were involved and tha
=case blows up into a public scandal, a key
witness who allegedly was present when tha
vrelched Ben Barka was murdered first
wanders around the streets of Paris and 13

PARIS-Eyer sinée ‘President Kennedy

ch

assassinated, the French probably mors
have remained ob-

'.‘:'{h‘an any other people

_ gessed with the idea that it must have beena S hot. : f Paris an
i{ plot—that it could never have been the ﬁ?eg::}fﬁ?e: u;fﬁ?fhth}f?am.l’?h“ head-
. work of one only psychopath thinking it up just as the polics are aboe commits sulcide
~‘all by himself and never telling anybody hpéfhnent. ut to break Into his
i +what he intended to do. = LA ol 51 4 &'MBarka o e o
4 ! One of the reasons for this French obses-. ?di#ﬁnes 55 pm‘timcularh maa‘t:go:;:%;]w

ident De Gaulle and the
image which he seeks to
create of a rigorously up-
right and righteous gov-
ernment firmly under his
personal domination and
control. But being plot-
minded, the French natur-
: ally are not even content
~ to rest with the existing
facts. They add other theo- -
ries ahout the Ben Barka
i ‘ g ;1; fair in order to he able to
%% Don Cook is chief of The Times' Parls _blame somebody else. At
" Bureai. L] i and the Moroccans were the whipping-boys,
it i | oy Qd:éIdetEdly they either paid or per-
< eret Police. The second case is a trial now fn %grka, ‘_hs&n?ebody in France to get Ben
* progress of no fewer than 15 men who “Frenich st that still does not absolve the
‘narrowly failed in an attempt to assassinate ggees afsa'.me?'f Ppolice from having staged
‘President De Gaulle in the summer of 1964. bt i, i L
Jlwith a radio-controlled bomb planted in a’
‘‘huge flower vase. . ) ; =
" The Ben Barka case is particularly inter-
_esting because the events of this sordid as-
_gassination plot somewhat resemble in a ge-
eral way the favorite French theory about
,.ﬁ;g, alleged plot to assassinate President
" Kennedy. s
. According to this French theory, certain
. agents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
ition and the Dallas police wanfed to get rid t0 be made
. of President Kennedy because he was too by the United
_liberal, So the Dallas police then put Lee: States. : 3
" Harvey Oswald up to killing the President, b The poor old CIA probably wishes it had
‘and the FBI deliberately withheld from® ,.-3?;. gﬂ DPQ%@W? could thj ots the
. the Secret Service the factthat Oswald was' - “way the French do. e vy
‘present in Dallas—a nut who had Marxist.

#sion is that if a Frenchman wants fo do
4% away with somebody, he immediately heads"
“for the local bistro and asks a couple of pals

“ta help him—after which they all settle
"i'down io elaboraling a scheme of intricate -

‘maneuver and wild diversionary complica-

“tions. |
""" The French public is currently being en-
“ertained with two classic examples of this

mentality at work. The first is the Ben

- Barka case—the kidnapping and apparent

_murder of a Morocean political leader with
vithe eonnivance of agents of the French Se-"
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a matte:

ing the Presidential vi § i
sthe Dallas police eonveniently arranged to
_have Jack Ruby, who owed them a service,
_barge into the police station and shoot Os-.
“wald so he would never be able to talkl
' Such was the French theory about the
. Kennedy assassination, and it got wide air-
.ing in print and conversation and remains
7 In the case of Ben Barka, a young liberal
- Moroecan politician living in exile is about
to make a deal to return to his country and
_resume political activity. So the Moroccan
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