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Violent-Prone Backgrounds
of Oswald and Ruby Probed

BY ROBERT R. BIRSCH
Times Book Editar
"Dangerousness ¥

“he defined as a p“-
chplnncal and psychoso-
cial state characterized by
signs and svmptoms which
make it probable that a
certain individual might
glngage 1 an assauliive or
homicidal act in the near
or far future."

-Renauw Hartogs, MD,
PRD., chiel psychiatrist

for the New York City De-
tention House for Juyenile
Delinquents, who wrote
meée words, has been con-
Lél‘ned with the problem
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of THE TWO
SQSSH\S (Crowell:
by Dr. Hartogs and I
Freeman. It is a car

study, taken mainly tromn

the Warren Commission
testimony and rﬂpart,“"b!
the confused and vio ;
background of the man
held to be the assassingof
President  Kennedy and
the man who killed the
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social and organic faclors,
concludes:
- e

suspected assassin. i
{There iz no effart g ra-
tionalize the erimes, but
rather to learn whal may
e useful in predicting. and
perhaps preventing other
such violence. In hind-
gight, there were clear
signposts which indicated,
the potential homicides.
Bath, we know now, had
land - mine penu;whtzeﬁ
waiting fo be triggered |
4 comblnatmn of p
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ells out his theories of
predlctmn of violent-
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* "While these factors can
rect our attention to the
%em ially dangerous indi-
ual, they can nafuraily
‘1ot explain why a given
fdividual in a given situa-
“tion passes from a mere
'state of homicidal inclina-
tion and preoceupation in-
1o a state of destructive ac-

“tion and destruction.
7 "The answer to this cru-
vt:.la\l question may perhaps.

e found in our assump--

zﬁpn, that, in order to act,

B potentmll d,a.ngemus
ndividual _J e

inst an,ﬁety, ﬁdentfty
flict, and sexual panic
b L;mmediatelv available,
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f'iytxcal and th&ra iz an {

ni on earlv traumat:c'

. erucial causes in parental
" ‘relationsships and psycho-

rse, impossible to know
ther the change to a
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1"['!1& emphasiz of these
ommentators is psychoa- |

oto 1o recognize the |

Sexual conflicts. It is, of ||

home would have:

ated or ameliorated :

gree of dangerousness re-
mains, even though it may
go underground in the
psvche. The explosive
mixture not only waits
"certain  trigger condi-
tions" ‘but, Dr. Hartozs
suggests, may lead as time
elapzes "to' an increasing
destructive action - poter-
tial"

He writes, "Violent
strivings such as we were
able to ebzerve in Oswald

cand Ruby tend to con-

solidate themselves and

‘and become overfocussed.

Vangeful schemes and
plans can be elaborated in
greater detail , . . thus fa-
cilitating the ultimate, in-
evitable advent of catas-
trophic aggression.”
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In this sense, the au-
thors conchule that it

would he a mistak®“to as-
sume that the assassina-
tions were completely ac-
cidental. Though the sup-
face lives of the two assas-
gins were dissimilar, the
forces heneath were stri-
kingly similar: both men
were psychological out-
casts, ohsessed hv over-
whelming inner fear and
fury, lacked form fathers,
‘e (ruant, were egocen-




