
h the Vietnam conflict assuming 
‘the proportions of a genuine war, 

undeclared, the U.S. military 
command has begun to weigh the 

sability of press censorship at the 
hti g front. 

A. ; of now, correspondents are oper- 
_ating under a form of "voluntary cen- 
sorship,” which is variously observed 
and variously breached, depending on 

-the individual reporter's interpretation 
ofthe ground rules. - 

"Inevitably, ‘as the American forces 
“have begun to absorb heavier losses — 

suffer occasional setbacks, the mili- 
tary's belief in mandatory censorship 

stronger, ie 

“with the South Vietnam government. 
No censorship would be worth much 
unless it were observed equally by 

z s, Vietnamese and foreign news- 

‘Censors ip Comes tc. 

US, | 
men. (At last accounts 300 reporters, 

thornier matter of command stra’ 
itself. ales 

Censorship of stories about U.S. ace"? 
tion, naturally, would fall within the . 

It goes without saying that no think goes without sa that no "goes without saying that no think+ 
ing whether on the homefront 
or the bai eld, wants to any- 

ing detrimental to our cause. Lives 
a e. So might be the ultimate 

-outcom rar. Te xe 
But it should also be clearly undera») 

stood that censorship, if imposed for 
valid reasons, must concern itself soles:j, 
ly with safeguarding military Securityy, 

The powers of the censor can be. 
dangerously broad and arbitrary if not‘; 
carefully defined in advance. There is 
always a temptation to gloss over they 
realities of a situation. io ft 

Any attempt to use copy control asa 
cover-up for inefficiency, for propagan-: 

da purposes, or to spare the feelings of 
the 1, command: svould ‘I-se-ve the


