
Gov. Connally Relives - 
Tragedy Almost Daily © 
| He Bears Emotionat, Physical Scars of 

| 
} 

Assassination; Sud 
CRT- Yee 

AUSTIN, Tex. 

esos Startle Him 

Each time he picks up a fork 
joe spoon Texas a, John Connally vividly provides. 

jevidence of the volley of rifle shots that Bed John Fs 
Kennedy on a Dallas street. 

Two years after he was 

gravely wounded by the 

same sniper who murdered 
the President, Connatlhy 

bears emotional and physical 
sears of the assassination: 

Loud, sudden noises star- 

Ue him and his wife more 
than they would most 
people. “ 

His right wrist, 
by the bullet that passed 
through his body, is still so 
stiff he can't use a fork or 
Spoon properly, he says, 

"— eannot turn the wrist: 
{Obviously | am reminded of 

wounded 

Hit (the assassination) every 
jay, every time I eat a meal, 

|. can't rotate the wrist 
jenough to get a fork or spoon 
jf9 my mouth,” Connally 
\says. 

Reluctant Consent 

-And Connally only relied 
tantly consents to interviews: 
about the assassination, such, 

as the one he gave last week. 
| § "It is no longer a matter of| 
\news, of front page informas 
(ton. I do not personally 
‘te. relive the tragedy. 
should be relegated to ve 
ry," the tall, ‘handsome 
year-old governor saicl. 

‘Connally's office in the ¢a- 
pitol, however, has sever: 
reminders both of the as: 
simation. and. his. association; 
with Kennedy, who was shot} 
Nov. 22, 1963. | 

Behind his desk: ig alarge 

framed photograph © taken 
the morning of the assassina- 

tien showing Connally, Ken~ 

nedy and President and Mrsi 

Johnson bowing their heads 
jin prayer at a breakfast in 
Fort Worth. et 

“To one side, on a book 
stand, is a specially ‘bound 

copy of “The Torch Is 
\Passed,” the Associated 
Press' volume abont the as 
jsassination, with Connally's 
mame stamped in gold on the 
cover. On his desk is a souve= 
nit pen set given him when 
he retired as Kennedy's Se- 
cretary of the Navy in 1962, 

Relives Tragic Day. i 

teDespite the passage of two 
‘years, the assassination isre? 
lived again and again in his 
thoughts, the governor 

"T ‘think about it constant= 
ly. — almost every day, /I 
think the intensity of feeling 

diminished hecause mem- 
ory fortunately dulls remem= 
brance of a great tragedy," 
he said, "Hach day I see 
sears from the Rif © 
is something I am not goit 
to escape from, and I try 
put it in proper perspec: 
Heiss, 
"Connally, who. was hij 

‘ith one ‘bullet, “as stars. 

"TRAGIC DAY—Texas Gov. John Connally reflects’ 
“upon tragic day two years ago when President John * 
.F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas. Connal 
was seriously wounded by assassin and the memo- 

sss are still ee vivid in his everyday sheushts: 

his hae) chest, right wrist| 
and thigh. 

The assassination and its 
deep impact on his philoso- 
phy of living were on Con 
nally's mind in making “his 
decision to seek a third term 
as governor next year, he 
said. | 
"Beyond any question it 
Was something I thought ofa 
great deal, not from the 
jstandpoint of fear but of how 
‘much time a*person has to ‘do 
dhe things he has to do and! 
an terms of my wife and fam- 

ily. SeETBs Loe 



_ "E have had proved ‘hal 
in a very forceful way that 
yeu never know en. 
willbe called. This conscious 
thought will always be with 
jme... What time I have 
want to spend in labors of 
lasting import." — ; 

Wieakn 
right side.” Because of the, 

rge amount of desk worl 

ts weights to keep | 
nape, he said, and cann 

se his right arm as high as 

Connally said he and Mi 
nnally, who also was 

j open car with kennex 
When the shots were fir 
are still shaken hy sudden 
eae noises, oi 

~ "Both of us were visibly 
shaken," he said, when a 19- 
jgtin salute was fired during! 

Visit. to Texas by German. 
ancellor Ludwig Erhard 

‘But, Connally said, he is al 
hunter and will continue: to| 
Aunt. : 2 

e governor said he 
past, but not stop 

t, the site selected n A 

rial to Kennedy, 
eed nothing to rem 
him or of the t: 
sn¢e," he said, 

s, as he once did, fi 
who in some 

followed the assassinatio 
Connally said his famil 
has heard from the slain’ 
President's widow since the 
‘assassination, "but not re- 

. Our paths . . .-do not| 

Atty. Seay ‘Wade's recen| 
offer to recommend cle: 

for Jack Ruby, who 
les tenced to death for 

ing Presidential assassin 
aa >y Oswald. Con 

has power to commute 
ence to life imp! 

if various legal 
the question 

wouldn't like to p : 
= what action 


