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HAD STAFF SIGN PLEDGE [ /7.

T

~ Mrs. Kennedy's Act
_--wlnsured Her Prlvacy

Exciusive fo The Times from the Washington Post

about the Kennedy adminis-
tration currently in print is
concerned with gossipy, un-|al nature,

tely following the Presi-

. dential election in Novem-
2} v, 1960, Jacqueline Ken-
. nedy .-.hrewdly took legal
- steps to protect her privacy.
+~  The full extent of her pre-
cantmn has never been re-

‘ vealed until now, but her

fbremght in handhng her

- employes from that day until

* this is the reason that not

. one of the best-selling books

5 %’Z‘VASHINGTON — Imme-

E

(Georgetown house to sign
their names to the typewrit-
ten promises. Those gath-
ered included the cook, the
nurse, two maids, her hus-
band's valet and her person-
al secretary.

The documents they
signed made them legally li-
able if they should ever
break their oaths of alle-
giance and betray confiden-
ces of a domestic and person-

fhuathedinmgroomoﬂhgtrsouree&eseteMmee-

dy, because the President

persuaded her that it was
unnecessary among her
most trusted aides and secre-
taries.

He did agree with her,
though, on the wisdom of
continuing the praectice
among servants.. That was
why, at the White House in
February of 1961, cooks, but-
lers, maids, laundresses, etc.,
were required to sign the un-

dignified backstairg trivia.

signed by everyone then

sbers of her household staff

At the same time, Mrs.|they would never commer-
Belfore Mrs. Kennedy/Kennedy folded other copies|cialize on their intimate
moved inta the White House,|of the agreement into an en- workaday relauonshlp with
she had a lawyer draw up|velope and dispatched it all{the Kennedy family. ©
pledges of silence to be|to her husband's office.
The packet was accompa-lany long-standing loyalties
working for her and her hus-jnied by a request that thelto the Kennedys and would
band. She personally sum-/papers be signed and re- otherwlse have beenfree ton
moned the half dozen mem- turned to her, This was neu. Ff : :

precedented pledges that

None was honor-bound by

suffering - anything more,
than the twinge of a guilty|
conscience.

But today, because of the
contractual relationship in-
stigated by Mrs. Kennedy,
not one of them thus far has
dared test the court's atti-
tude toward a breach of good
faith,

Mrs. Kennedy's three se-
cretaries certainly don't plan
to tell any secrets until they
are old, old ladies recalling
past glories for their grand-
children.

Of the trfo, neither Tish
Baldridge nor Pam Turnure
had committed herself in
lwriting not to do any writ-
ing. But hoth still are allig
to the Kennedy inlerests in
Fne way or another. l

...Pam is still handling M8
Kmeﬁﬁi press re]aricm_s ;

~ Mary Gallagher, was .Iac-
queline Ke.nnedys privat
secretafy, ‘and probably the
erson  closest to her
while she was first lady.

nedy’s pledge.

~ Bhe has been putfing “her
memories on tape, but: she
wouldn't and couldn't eonsi
ider letting anyone mak
them public. She was tﬁe
first persontomgn Mrs, Kg

§ Mrs. Gallagher, w
works part-time for an
.andna insurance

-4

Mrs Gallagher was mth

cqueline Kennedy tha
% and has some very
nant recollections. One

_.__,_C“_ia .ii’ii N
ha a;ll aare!erﬂlce .
j twa,sre 3”‘ ATgnTE,




