One of the premonilions
which beset John F. Keo-
nedy was that he was lead-
ing a group of amateur au-
thors. He was the first Pres-
iden: to ask his entire offi-
cial family to take an oath
not to write aboul their ex-

perierices in the Whits
- House.

The . .sident regai
himseli as a professi..a

writer. His publishers wore
Harper and Row. Kennedy
ielt sat., when his wwo
erivi: had been completed,
nie would reiire to a pres-
idential library near Boston
and write his memoirs.

Bigger in Death

In November 1963, he
was martyred by a young
malcontent. At once, all 1it-
erary vows were declarsd
imvalid, and the scourging
whips of words hit the na-
tional conscience as the
Kennedy group began to

pound Gun cooks hy one
dozen.

In death ..an F. Kenne-
dy became 2 bigger man
than he was. His oobs

ideals, hi~ uspiratieps Sp-
America, e drow e i
petty apolo for p& mps—
takes.

A small ok of e —
JOILEN =0t invitatjolr 2f
the Preciocnt — was
whirled up ~"nto t.¢ bes

seller lists, where ii cuc. no:
belong.
It became sicker. Moot

Kenne. :; 4 ML whe
hoards i enamles. o
with su-':-'n of Mrs. Johi:

F. Kennedy, to control the
flow of material.

Once weeded, the Kenne-
dy clan sought out literary
agents and were transmut-
ed from belligerent politi-

“cians into authors with

suitcases full of sentimen-
tal adjectives.
The 26-volume set of the
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William Manchester, the Balti-
more ed:tor-novelist—bxographer
chiosen by Mrs. Kennedy to.
Wwrile “the authoritative story
of the assassination,” is hard at
work, but won't have it ready
}for Harper's for 3 to 5 years.

Warren Commission Re-
port became a goldounas
for researchers. Ted Soren-
sen, the moody speech-writ-
er, worked on a hook. Ar-
Lhu.r Schlesinger, a truly

roressional writer with the
m;u of an anatyst werked
By 2 00

T Ve NINeTs

Pieire Jauncer nneth
O'Donrell, Zveiyn acoin
and many otiess rac2s 3
ward the spinnias e -a

I plan a mosmant-ay-ao

wenb book on taz ﬁuhz..:ai-
nation, a projeci wiicn wiil
require years of work bul,
the moment I stactad, ob-
stacles were dropoed be
fore “me. Robert Kennedy
met two men o Raa-
dom House and asised way
they would publish “the
Bishop book.” Evelyn Lin-
coln, President Kennedy's
personal secreilary, wroie
she was sorry,

Mrs. John F. Kennedy szt
at lunch with Benner. Cerf
of Random House d
wept, asking Cer?
publish my beook. TL

wrote to me, asking .. . -f .

w0 write it. The reason, i
seems, is she had *“hired”
someone else. I have never
heard of hiring a writer,
but so be it. She said in the
letter if she decides the
book should never be pub-
lished, then the
would be reimbursed for
his time.
No Suppression

It is tasteless and cruel
to profit by a lady’s person-

1 a. agony, buft the official

Kennedy family goes on
publishing. She talked
about a w.ine when “the
pain is 156 so fresh” and

the wor - sting. She has
been n: ~.e says, taking
the ¢. . .. to a news
shop ... ceing a maga-
. Zine w. picture of Os-

‘wald stal .y up.

My book will not be pus-
lished when the pain =
fresh. It’s a long way ol
By the same token, no o.¢
will be able to pay me a ve-
tainer to suppress it. . . .

writer.



