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One of the premonilions pound Gui cooks by the 

which beset John PF. Ken- dozen. 

nedy was that he was lead- In death Jan F. Kenne- 
ing a group of amateur au- 
thors. He was the first Pres- 
ident to ask his entire offi- 
cial family to take an oath 
not to write about their ex- 
periences in the White 

* House. 

were 
nd Row. Kennedy 

it, when his «wo 
terms had been completed, 
he would retire to a pres- 
idential library near Boston 
and write his memoirs. 

Bigger in Deecth 

In November 1963, he 
Was martyred by a young 
malcontent. At once, all lit- 
erary vows were declared 
valid, and the scourging 
whips of words hit the na- 
tional conscience as the 
Kennedy group began to 

dy became a bigges man 
than he His sobs 
ideals, iraiens Sr 
America, »cye dro. jad i 
petty apolo for pe mis~ 
takes. 

A small 272k of wnjae — 
writen =. the invitatjen ef 
the Preciacnt — was 
whirled up onto tue bes 
seller lists, where ij cus, 0 
belong. 

It became sicker. Kejjert 
Kenne.y, a Mint whe 

hoards 2:3 anemles. wicol 
with sup), of Mrs, Johyr-. 

F, Kennedy, to control the 
flow of material. 
Once weeded, the Kenne- 

dy clan sought out literary 
agents and were transmut- 
ed from belligerent politi- 

“cians into authors with 
suitcases full of sentimen- 
tal adjectives. 
The 26-volime set of the 

( Sew. r Moc leader 
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William Manchester, the Balti- 
more editor-novelist-biographer 
chosen by Mrs. Kennedy to. - 
write “the authoritative story 
of the assassination,” is hard at 
Wwork,, but won't have it ready 
por Harper's for 3 to 5 years. 

Fresn 
Warren = Coramission 
port became a golc 
for researchers. Ted S 

sen, the moody speech-writ 
er, worked on a book. Ar- 
thur Schlesinger, a truly 
sroiessional writer with the 
wer. OF an analyst, worked 

HDX 

Re- 

Pit 3a 
O'Donnell, &: 
and many otuc 
ward the spir 

int bOOK on tae as: 
fation, a project which 
require years of work 
the moment i st1 
stacles were dr 
fore me, Robert 

met two men tr¢ 
dom House and asked way 
they would publish “the 
Bishop book.” Evelyn Lin- 
coln, President Kennedy's 
personal secretary, wroie 
she was sorry, 

Mrs. John F. Kennedy sat 
at lunch with Bennet. Cerf 
of Random House iid 
wept, asking Ceri 
publish my book. Th rie 
wrote to me, asking rm. <= 
vO write it. The reason, 
seems, is she had “hired” 
someone else. I have never 
heard of hiring a writer, 
but so be it. She said in the 
letter if she decides the 
book should never be pub- 
lished, then the 
would be reimbursed fer 
his time. 

No Suppression 

It is tasteless and cruel 
to profit by a lady’s person- 

‘a. agony, but the official 
Kennedy family goes on 
publishing. She talked 
about a ume when “the 

i so fresh” and 
> sting. She has 

ce says, taking 
4 to a news 
seing a maga- 
picture of Os- 

‘wald sta: up. 
My book will not be pus- 

, dished when the pain < 
fresh. It’s a long way ov!. 
By the same token, no one 
will be able to pay me a re: 
tainer to suppress it... . 

writer. 
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