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mountains lay near the Bay
of Pigs. e
They believed the inva-
ders were assured of hay-
mg enough ammunition,
They believed, most of
,them,. that the invaders
could achieve their goal
“Without 1.8, military. intep-
vention. =
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The publication of

counts of the Bay of Pigs disaster made particularly de-

pressing reading against the backdrop of last week's

momentous White co

<+ It is nof, of course, that
the circumstances sur-
rounding the covert Bay of
Pigs operation in 1961 are
comparable to those en-
tailed in: the open warfare
in Southeast Asia. What is,

depressing rather is the
@y&atu}g reminder in the
néw WOTKs oF Arthur M.

esinger, Jr., and Theo-
dore M. Sorens e ;ai-
YBility of public officials
an ‘

e tende at
ev s ond hu-
man control. :

The who gathered in
the Whi <

to make decisions'that may
affect tens of thousands of
American lives are doubt-
Tess

and as wise as any group
of “citiz - uld be
assembled today. But so,

we are reminded were the

w -
House in 1961 to. examine
the in-

plan for the Cuhan-
vasion. Yet with a few ex-
ceptions those men [ et

to perceive t

co uences of what they
were 5oing.

f°  Ghastly Failure
“When the ghastly failure
finally struck, 2o

Sorensen, President Kenne-
dy asked incredulously,

"How cou

ce

vo]ve; %ve thought that
such a plan WOIﬂa‘t suc-
.ong those Kennedy

isers who gave their as-
seftl e ba erd
Secre W

an
|Rusk ecretary of De-

maying zbout the histo-
“of the Hay of Pigs is that
esigns which looked sound
io rational, well informed
men before the event were
shown to be utterly hollow
immediately after it.

. Sorensen sums up John
KEM_TE"F'S%@ﬁE
tion when Fe says, 'He was_
aghast at the enormity of

‘his error, s
been badly’
and lst ¢

* .The civillan and military

officials vrho gat in the
White House in: 1961 and
decided to go ahead with

- the Bay of Pigs operation

believed that the first pre-
invasion zir strike would
wreak.gre: t damage on Fi-
del Castro'i air force.

"They believed that the

ublic woiuld be deceived

y the “cover story® that

the Taid wis: by
ﬂefeetoﬂr f-t. L ';_ 's air

‘force.!die, | R 5
" “They- be ieved, many. of
‘them, ithat 'the Escambray

hese assumption

and others as wa) were
proved false almost as soom
3 THey Were DUl Toihe text

The hollowness of thesa
assumptions has often heeh
matched Shce Thop e el
emﬁfﬁmi
tiorts—dﬁw‘n—siym“ﬁjg_'

OVern the war
in Vietnam. :

"Thus at one time or an=

other it had been assumed
that things were going bet-
_ter because of the increass
In the capture of Viet Cong
weapons. '

It had been assumed that
the Viet Cong was weaken-
ing because the desertion
rate rose. i

It had been assumed that
the Viet Cong could be
checkmated by the strate=
gic hamlet program. 4
— 1t had been assumed that
the political situation in Sai-
gon could be improved by
-the removal of Premier Ngo
Dinh Diem. r

1t had been assumed that
the introduction of a cons
siderable number of army
special forces troops as "ad-
visers! on counter-insure
|gency could stablize the
South Vietnamese army. .

Still another assumption
was contained in a Whita

' House statement of Oct. 2,
1963, which said:

"Secretary McNamara.
and Gen. Tavlor reported.
their judgment that the ma-
jor part of the Tlnited Stateg
military task (in Vietnam),
can be completed by the
end of 1965 . . . they report-
ed that by the end of this
year the United States pro-
gram to train Vietnamese
should have progressed to
the point where 1,000 Unit=

-ed States military person«
nel. . .can be withdrawn.”

Lost Control




Sorensen. wﬁo wera

stants o President.

dy, stress tlus Iesen In
their accounts uf the Cuban.
fiasco, s

B

(] d no rea e, wrltea
S’éﬁlemner THow - contin-

5 own reality.

o Doubts Revived
¥“And Sorensen observes:

‘%)pm

—The huﬂdup for the mw‘s’—
Wion  had hegun in the
enhower administraticm.
"'ind by the time President
Kennedy had to make the
Ffinal decision, the weight of

of politics, of*military
megnalderapt?om and all the
yest seemed heavily on the
wﬂdQOf going ahead. o

,,fa e assum
the TICTOrmo;

he result was. World er
- There is little eo




