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Almost  prophetically,
'Thomas Wolfe had writ-
ten: "Each of us is all the
sums he has not counted:
subtract us into nakedness
end night again, and you
shall see hegin in Crete
four thousand years ago
the lobe that ended yester-
day in Texas.

"The seed of our de-
struction will blossom in
the desert, the alexin of
our cure grows by a moun-

\‘-ita'in raek ... Hach
oment is the fruit of for-
*ty thousand years. The
‘minute winning days like
‘flies buzz home to death,
and every moment is a
*‘-«wmdow on all time"

Another man once
wrote: "I wonder what
would happen if somebody
was to stand up and say he
was utterly opposed not
only to governments, huf
to the people, to the entire

land and complete founda-
tions of his society,” That -
‘man was named Lee Har-

vey Oswald. =
*

Rep. Gerald R. .Fura.,j‘
member of the Warren

Commission fo investigate

the assassination of Pres-

ident Kennedy, and his
special assistant, John R.
Stiles, have written POR-
TRAIT OF AN ASSAS-
SIN (Simon & Schuster:
$6.95), a searching and de-
tailed biography of the
-man found responsible for
the murder of the Pres-
ident and the Dallas po-
Jdiceman, J. D. Tippit, and a
narrative of the commis-

sion's activities W,bg §
member Ford.

At the outset, it must be’.
said that the level of style

and research is first-rate,

Carefully and perceptive-

Iy, the matenals of this bi-
ography and memoir are

brought together to form a
cohesive portrait. As the

author suggest, the
lengthy depositions and
transcripts of the investi-
gations and hearings pro-
vide the new material of
what they call, aptly, "a
non-fiction novel."

That is what it is. An ef-
fort, credible and even
frightening, to record on
paper the man Oswald, his
life, and the explosive 'fac-
tors which erupted that
November day in Dallas.

‘What is set at rest is the

- notion that Oswald was
art of a conspiracy to kill
resident Kennedy, that-

ithe plan was carefully

made. The narrative sug-
gests a long chain of "ifs"
any one of which might

‘have saved the life of John

Fitzgerald Kennedy. The
earliest date Oswald could
have known the

Pres- :
.ident's exact route past the
‘depository was Nov. 19.°

'The word "fate" is used to
tlescribe the confluence of
factors. which produced
the assassination.

But Oswald himself was
like a land mine, set and
ready to be trngered We

“re given the experience

¢nd qualities which pro-

tuced this destructive hu-
1an mechanism. The au-
-1hors know well that ex-

planation is not the same
#s rationalization. But the
fzarful thing is that not on-
lr was an Oswald pro-
¢ uced but that similar fac-

tors may be at work pro-
cucing similar types.

¥k
Oswai'd-’s fanii.ly live, his

4

raarital life; his frustra-

tions and his inhibitions,

- 1is alienation, his political

T roclun ties were nat
L nique to the man. Indeed,

the assassmatmn were )

sihtraoted from

ration, it would be the or-
du?;’nnm:s of the man

-~ wald's act was nat the

lated tl'us loner into hisﬁa—
ry. Then, Ford and S!ii&ﬁ

can point out tha

duct of "an addled ﬁeﬁ &
He was no lunatic in thed
accepted sense of that
word. It was his heart
was addled as well. :_-gf‘jl
"In his life he had no
meaningful human rela-
tionships," the authors
point out. "He murdered a
man whose life was full of -

'meanmgful human rela-

tio! ' a man who, in
the eyes of the American
public, symbolized affec-
tion for his fellow men." 3
It 'was this void whlch
drove him to join radical
- movements, to seek dra-
matic methods to establish

_some sort, qf identity. But

le. economlc

ted him from ey

ey Oswald. T}us
is an important conﬁﬁbﬂj
tion toward that under-
standing. & A0
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