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"WASHINGTON — Certain 
(new light has been shed .on 
Eelations. between President 
Johnson and J. Edgar Hoov- 
er with the disclosure that 
Mr: Johnson assigned the 
FBI to probe Communist ac- 
‘tivity in the Dominican Re- 

‘ally realized, it seems, the 
President is listening to the! 
FBI director's advice not-on- 
dy on -poliee and» security 
matters but also on broader 
questions such as the com 
mitment of marines to the 
Dominican Republic, i 
If appearances are any.in- 
dication, MF. ‘On no 
personally ck - 
ee any_President. has 

Sais 
=~ Altitude Shifts =~ 

‘} Although five months 2 

FBI Director, 

he was reported on high au- 
thority to have been consi- 
ering replacing Hoover, the 

President professes to sé 
reat store upon his couns 

“Evidently he talks . f 
Sover a good deal on tl 
Ebon day and night. 
quently in private co 

e 
Beers extolling his _ 
worthiness and_ 

fence in Washington, susp 
he would not mind if a re 
on his words trickled ba 1 
the FBI chief. 
Two of the capital's shrey 

est students of power poli- 
tics are Lyndon B. Johnson 
and J. Edgar Hoover. The 
importance of what each can’ 
contribute to the strength of) 
the other is well known 

ekepticism ‘bred of =o 

Hooyer has become such a 
politically formidable figure 
over the years that his pres- 
tige has had to be taken into 
account by Presidents whe- 
ther they liked it or not. 

Presidents have been 
keenly aware that, if retired 
to private life unwillingly, 
Hoover could, were he so 
disposed, become a political 
rallying point with awkward 
implications for the White 
House. ~ f= 

Thus, the report in News- 
week magazine last Decem- 
ber that the President. had 
decided he must find a new 
FBI chief and that "the 
search is on" embarrassed 
the administration. 

: ‘Hoover at Side 

_ The White House denied 
the report. Mr. Johnson dis-' 
layed much anger over it. 

Wintever else, the News- 
week article ended all specu- 
lation about Hoover's early 
departure from the govern- 
ment. 5 

_ When the President went 
on television last March 26 to 
announce the arrest of Ku 
Klux Klan members accused 
of murdering Mrs. Viola Li- 
meee a Selma, Ala., dur- 
d he voting rights march, 
he had Hoover at his right 

hand. He referred to him as 
"our honored public ser- 
vant" and praised the work 
of the FBI and its director. 

In sending a team of FBI 
agents to the Dominican Re- 
public, as reported Tuesday 
in The Times, the President 
took an unusual step. AI 
Commenting on it after 

the White, House tacitly had 
confirmed the report, an FBI 
spokesman said there was no 
law forbidding assignment of 
FBI agents overseas. He not- 
ed that some embassies 
abroad have FBI agents at- 
tached. 

CIA's Role 

It was understood th 
FBI agents are stationed in 
Bonn, Paris, Rome, London, 
Ottawa, Berne, Tokyo, Mexi- 
co City, Rio de Janeiro, and 
other capitals. They perform 
tather routine functions, 
such as liaison with foreign 
police forces. | 
Certainly it has heen the 

custom since the establish- 
ment of the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency after World| 

War IE to be ie eS 

ing of intelligence ove 

te this agency, which, at the 

he FBI in the United Stat 

ce and security. 
NS costedly, the Presid: 

acted ta the Dominican re-, 
volt, would like to holster his) 
case Wil se with I'BI findings-about, 
the extent of the danger or 
Communis' e-over in San- 

What woildhappen if the 
FBI should find that, on the 
contrary, the Communist) 
‘threat was exaggerated is al 
matter of conjecture. 

| Legally, Hoover is under 
the jurisdiction of the attor- 
ney general. In the previous 

administration, Hoover regu- 
lagly,reported to President) 



‘John F. Kennedy throu; 
Robert F. Kennedy, then 
attorney general, though mel 
a number of occasions, he 
met with the President, 
In’ this-administration, “in 
which Nicholas D. Katzen- 
bach has taken over as-attor- 
ney general, Hoover — “ob- 
viously has no trouble going 
\directiy to Mr, Johnson, — 

Even his right-hand man, 
Cartha D. DeLoach, assistant 
director of the FBI crime re- 
cords division, reportedly! 
has a special White House! 
‘telephone in his home. = 

Before er the White 
House ohnson was an 

old friend and neighbor of| 
Hoover's in Washington. 

Last May, "in the public 
interest," the President 
signed an executive order! 
waiving compulsory retire 
ment that would have taken 
effect on Hoover's 70th birth-| 
day last Jan. 1. 

After the election 
November, Hoover 
rassed the adminis 
with Negroes by calli 
Martin Luther King, 
rights leader and N 

It was soon after this ¢ Lee 
the reportappeared: that th 

decided he! 


