Belli Says Hoover Hag’
of Faﬁ m’

Claims FBI Heac('ou d Have Broken Cmn
Syndicate Long Ago if He Had Wanted'I "

Ideology

CHICAGO (UP‘I} Attor-
ney Melvin Belli said Mon-
day FBI Director J. Edgar
« Hoover has "the ideology of
fascism" and could have bro-
ken up the erime syndicate
long ago had he wanted to,

Belli, the San Francisco at-
torney who defended Jack
‘Ruby, in his trial for the
slaying of Presidential assas-
sin Lee Harvey Oswald, also
sald hundreds of Iawyers
and laymen had written to
congratulate him for calling

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy (D-
N.Y.) "vicious, evil.™

Belli was quoted in a ques-
tion and answer interview in
the current Piayboy maga-
rine.

Speakxng of _Houvers re-
cord against the crime syndi-
cate, Belli said "there's no
‘reason in God's world why
.the FBI couldn't have bro-
kén up the syndicate long|*
ago If Hoover really wanted
TR0

"The reason he hasn't is
eimply that syndicate hig-
wigs are so good at covering
up their tracks that it's hel-
lishly difficult to' get a con-
viction," Belli said.

TAvoids Faifure'

"He wants to keep his pr :

vious FBI's gleaming
cutcheon unbesmirched
failure," Belli said of Hoov-
er.

(In Washington, an FBI
epokesman said Hoover
" would have no comment on
Belli's remarks.)

Belli was asked what he
believes Hoover's ideology

d

of rlghtmn‘ Bell:i '
"Look at how many
men are members of 't
John RBireh Soc:ety. 1 won-
der where they picked itup,
"Hoover is an arch peacs
tionary autocrat who depres
cates the concept. that 'we
the people' are fit to gove n
themselves, He's a dange
rous, dangerous man vhom
we should have gotten rid of
alongtimeago, = 4
“"Given full rein, heii
lize not m:ry wire

stitutional protectionsisg
ranteed to every m‘tizm:
Belli said he had b
quoted carrectly in ane
magzine (FACT) as saying
Kennedy was "the most vi-
cious, ewl in -
can poht;cs today
~ "Kennedy as attorn
neral had ahsnlutety
perience for :the:top
top lawyer of the |
States. Who is this ma

never he‘qn in a

03 to tell me how
ol my_collea

is.
"The ideology ‘of fascism,|

s’



