
Except for, fhe factthat ¢aehpie ‘Idomi “sought sestial. rela- iilled @ President, ‘john ' prime ecart tas 2 eas 
Booth and Lee Harvey Oswald} 
had little in common. 
Booth belonged to a distin- 

Suished theatrical family. Os- 
wald, a. product of the lower 
middle class, never knew his 
father, a collector of insurance! 
Premiums, who died two months 
before he was born, and he had| 
iittle-use.for his mother __| 
‘Booth knew applause. Al- 
though not so famous as his! 
father, Junius Brutus Booth Sr. 
ar his brother, Edwin, hoth 
great. interpreters of Shake- 
spearean roles, Wilkes (he pre- 
ferred to be known as J. Wilkes 
Booth) could make an audience 
cheer. and stomp. He was ecarn- 
ing $20,000 a year, an enormous 
sum at the time. 
“Oswald was a failure at ev- 
erything he tried. His life was 
eharacterized by isolation, frus- 
tration and failure. In the 15 
months prior to his attack on 
President Kennedy, the former’ 
marine rarely earned more than 
$250.4 month. 
|,Booth was a warm, extro- 
verted personality, lithe and 
sine of body, an expert! 
Swo a crack pistol shot’ 
and an excellent horseman. Os-| 
Wald shunned friendship. Pro- 
foumdly alienated, he was con-| 
tinually looking for a meaning- 
ful role in life. 
Hating the capitalist system, 

whieh he felt was grinding him, 
town, he tried to live in the 
Soviet Union. But the food there 
depressed him and he resented 
the’ special privileges accorded 
members of the Communist 
party. Then he tried to visit 
<Suba, and was infuriated when 
the Cuban consul -in) Mexico 
City refused him a visa. 
Booth Was Ladies’ Man 
“Booth never married, but he 

to fight off women. He was 
very handsome; his face had an. 
ivory pallor that contrasted 
with his thick raven-black hair, 
inclined to curl, and with. his 
heavy dark eyebrows, 

- He kept a mistress in Wash- 
ington. He carried pictures of 
five women with him when he 
fled from the murder scene at 
Ford's Theater, and they were} 
still in his possession when he 
was dragged, dying, from the 
Virginia tobacco barn where he 
Was trapped twelve days later. 

_ Oswald seems to have had 
little interest in women until 
he'went to Russia in 1959. Dur- |g the preceding 35 months, 
Which he spent in the Marine 
Corps, he had the nickname! 
|“Ozzie Rabbit” because, in the 
words of a fellow marine, he! 
seemed to be “the frail, little 
Puppy in the litter.’ 
_In Minsk, where he was a 
Metal worker in a radio and 
television factory, Oswald mar- 
tied Marina Nikolaevna Prusa- kova, a p it, but the 

: was stormy. Back in 
¢ United States, when the} 

| 

‘Booth, as a conspirator, was’ 
capable of recruiting fellow as- 
Sassins and developing a com- 
plex plot. Oswald was a lonely 
sniper, whose plan to shoot 
President Kennedy could not. 
have predated the act by more 
than a week. ‘4 

Booth knew why he hated, 
Lincoin, and broadcast: his, 
hatred. There was no si 1 
his motivation. Ar 

Oswald's motivation s 
obscure. He had never] ae 
any evidence of being” n= 
nedy-hater. pe only vocal ‘pro- 
test against the ennedy Ad- 
ministration concerned), its -pol- 
jey on Cuba. In the | ‘ious 
April he had tried to assa sx 
sinate a leader of the extrenie: 
right—former Maj. Edwin. 
A. Walker — telling | wit'es 
that Walker was “a- gist.” 
But his wife could not; recall 
that Oswald had ever denounced 
Kennedy. _ ee ea 

Were Booth and 0: ine: 
sane? + ngent cet L at 

Booth was subject 
di which he rant inco- 
herently. His father seems to: 
have suffered temporary spells. 
of insanity, and some historians, 
suggest that Booth’s aberra-. 
tions were inherited. 

Oswald, contrary to reports 
that appeared after the Ken- 
nedy assassination, did not 
manifest, in a psychiatric ex. 
amination in 1953, tendencies 
that would mark him as a BOn 
tential assassin. In that year, 
while living with his mother in. 
the Bronx, Oswald, then 13,. 
stayed away from school so 
much that he was remanded 
for truancy. ; : 

Oswald Called Shy 
Oswald was examined by Dr. 

Renatus Hartogs, who found 
him tense, withdrawn and eya- 
sive. Oswald's solitary habits: 
were thought to be the result 
of “intense anxiety, Shyness, 
feelings of awkwardness and 
insecurity.” He was described 
as having a “vivid fantasy life, 
turning around the topics of 
omnipotence and power, 
through which he tries to com- 
Pensate for his present short- 
comings and frustrations.” <> , 

Summarizing his report on 
Oswald, Dr. Hartogs said; — nm 

“This 13-year-old, well-built 
boy has superior mental re 
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