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‘;,‘f;Educatlon Channel
_at Head of Class

CECIL SMITH

f the black but that it had vn‘tually ceased local prodtf
f‘on and had lost "most of its audience." I'm assumirny
5 the pomt my correspondent wanted to make was tha
1 solid ienc ducational station couldn
depend solely on ’\TEJ‘
network and foreign pre§
grams but must have a7 ¥
gorous profucing
>ound1na a sfrong voxca
the commumty it servesd

- When KCET (Chany
28) began operating he
last September, it very
finitely planned to pw}
duce much of its own prfsf
duct —not only for : i
Angeles, but for the: gt
tion. However, tHe
thought wassbat it \hpuﬁ
crawl Dbefore it van—
such a new concept 1n

Cecil Brown

’;;;aturated Los Angeles, which has more cnamnets wan ¢
E ﬁ&lly other city, should make itself known before it bem H
e doing any great amount of producing, that its first d‘utx g
~Swas to tell “the public: "I am here!" Furthermore, it:had 1
-/ tremendous backlog of 10 years of NET program
sdraw on to fill its limited schedule.

%’.However such has been the resporise to the statien;
Iespite the UHF handicap, KCET found that it wi
mk;:ow r from the moment. it took the air. Educators: :ﬁ
“Hedders of a dozen fields offered to participate, Notahle
-among these was Cecil Brown whose work as a comnf8f-,

al newseaster spans three deeades. Brown left KN
o & twice-nightly commentary on the ~tat10n——a18r§‘30

10:10,
' Touchiest Theme Thus Far

£ Perhaps the strongest effort KCET has made at hon)d
roduction has. been the series- Speculation, an effof
Jissemble brilliant men around a tablé to discuss %
apeculate on major issues of oyr time, Tonight's edit
7at.7:30 has the touchiest theme the program has hit
-thus far—"Who Killed President Kennedy?" - &%
g he moderator. is UCLA. ‘history professor Keith 1§
wick -and the speculators are Atty. Mark Lane, an: o};{.’
'spoken critic of the Warren.:Réport; Oxford hxbton‘ 17
\Hugh Trevor-Roper; psychiatrist -Robert Litman, ‘st s
JAttorney Ed Mosk. The program, produced by Elligt F
Sehick, is as deeply concerned with the lack of publit’
meern as it is with the assassination.
< Fhere are elements in educationsl TV who £
Frouchy and controyersial issues on a community sgauon :
the elements that caused the cancellation of Mo¥ i
ahl's scheduled post-election comment. On the ‘ather
ind, the station did an excellent study of the lunal Sﬁ

P

f inge in the far right movement in Southern Califor;
Learlier this fall, a program narrated by Brown that.wa
gntable for its comprehensiveness and its fairnesg :
~would seem in a station dedicated to intellectual st 5031754 4
“¥ation rather than the perpetual nirvana of commer¢
'T'V that controversial material---handled by expert

{ -announcers——would,beqlts meat ind drink’




