
Age ey A studied effort is heing 

gmade to picture J. Edgar 

~#ioover as overtaken by 

athe. caprices of, age he- 
jeause of his recent outspo- 

Ken. remarks on various 

“subjects that have heen 

+troubling- him for a long 
time. ; 

~ "Hoover isa vigorous 70, 

‘in full possession of his fa- 

culties with no intention of 

resigning but quite aware 

that he cannot serve forev- 
"er as.director of the Feder- 

“al Bureau of Investigation. 

* 

“He must have spoken as 
“he did to.a group of wo- 

“men reporters because he 

“had-a central message re- 

‘Jating to the FBI as it will 

“be when he is no longer 

‘there. Perhaps Hoover did 

“not have, this consciously 

“in-mind. But there was a 

“single thread running 
‘4hrough his discussion 

Tyhich revealed the nature 
“of his concern. 

«This concern is that the 
aF BL may become in the fu- 
ture when he is no longer 
there a.-kind of national po- 
lice force carrying out poli- 

ies originating in the De- 

partment. of Justice and 
- the White House. 

Hoover's reaction to the 
=-Warren Commission criti- 
'<eism brings forth the point 
-that if the Warren recom- 

s¢mendations were carried 

out the FBI and the Secret 
< ‘Service would have | to 

ssadopt the type of security 
s«procedures identified with 
*the authoritarian central 
< police and. security forces 

has done in the FBI, this is . 

-of many foreign countries. 
-sWhatever else Hoover 

Role of FBI Is a 
exactly what he has avoid- 

_ed,. Even. when’ -concern 
ran highest ever Commu-" 
nist: infiltration of ~ the 
government and public in- 
stitutions,’ there... was -no 
case to be made that Hoov- 
er was: conducting a vin-. 

fh —ipo)by 
Basic Question 

’ tion by the Senate. 

dictive Red hunt and 
transgressing the rights of. 
individuals. 

+ 

The issue on civil rights : 
really centers on tHe point ° lection of the FBI hea 
of whether or not the FBI 
shall be the instrument of 
reform. ‘Hoover's -position 
is that Congress has given 
him specific, clear and li- 
mited ‘responsibility for 
enforcement of a long se- 
ries of acts relating to civil 
rights. This responsibility 
does “not include such 
preventive acts as guard- 
ing civil rights workers 
who go inte the South to 
achieve reforms, as Hoov- 
er sees it. His role, he be- 
lieves, is solely the investi- | 
gation of criminal acts. 

The real issue is whe- 
ther or not the FBI shall 
become an activist agency 
for reform, for the preyen- 

tion of crime, and for the 

enforcement of preventive. . 

internal security. 
does, ats aims youl 

change from one adminis- 
tration to the next. Its“. 

safest “course, ) and --the:: 
safest course for the. coun- 
iry,.is to.hew exactly to - 

the line*of the law.” 
- Many people. .seem_.to- 

think that the FBI ‘direc- - 
+ tor. -is a presidential ap--~ 

. -pointee who holds office at: 
* the pleasure of the Presi- _ 
- dent.He is not; he is ap 
pointed by the attorney 
general without confi 

: a 

In view of the changing 
attitudes in this country, 
and the risk that the FBI 
may some day be made.an 
activist agency for carry- 
ing out political policies, 
this is a good time to study 
the various proposals for. 
changing the method of se- 

Hoover is not planning 
to resign now or. in the. 
near future: By the time 
he does resign a law could 
be passed. that his. succes-.. 
sor would. be selected: by 

the President fora 15-year - 
term, subject’ to confirma- . 

tion by the Senate. The de-. 
bate on this bill_and the. 
hearings on Hoover's suc- 
cessor could. define-a con: 
sensus on what the post-. 

id be. 


