~Statement,” to set forth
“recollection ‘of the tragic
ts of November 22,.1963.

0 a ‘parking Tot"
he: hotel ‘where

at,-at “about  10; 30
otored to .the Fort

1o a. stop at Love Field. We
“were-met by a committee. of
Jocal - officials “and Citizens, -

fi*‘fAiter. ,:égreetm

followed
< commith

“President Kenn y’s, plane )

.arrived about’5 or: ‘10 minutes
. after Air:Forée IL
- ident - and " Mrs,
disembarked- and they -greet-
;@d us and-the- “

thery entered the car ‘which
“had -been ‘provided for: us in:
" the motorcade; It wag a Lin:

oln Contmental conveztxble. g

" Jacks, - who
“trok. Agent: Youngblood was

sitting ‘next-to hxm in- the'

- front seat.

T was sitting behmd agent -

Youngblood, Mrs. . -Johnson
“Jwas next to me; and Senator
Yarvorough was oh the left

of the rear seat—that is, Ju.»t:_

behind the driver: o
“At: first,: as ‘we left Love

Q” sa bIock,_ beneve beyand'

‘the Texas State;;nghway Pa-

Field: and proeeeded through
the. less-popula.ted areas, . the
erowds “were. thin. I recall,
“however;- that Mrs. Johnson '
and I and Senator Yarbor-
. = imented - upon - the:
good’ spmt:,and obvious good -
-wishes -of the erowd. A5 we
“"drove “closer - totown, -the

,f’crowds becane .quite’ large.

:We made several stops as a
‘result of stops by the automo-
-hiles :ahead" of -us:. T-did not
;. get out of the car, ‘but.on oc-
-rcgsion.“a few. people- broke

from the crowd and ran over,
and I ehook: hands Wit.hi&ev—

~the mters%%non of Mam and.

Elm Street to: t.he
the dssassination’
wa&i travelmv at.

roceeded a
short. way: down Elm Street,
L hear: - report. The

t-had be-

= lengths Mhindﬁesident Ken-
nedy's: car; vwith' the Presi-.
dential followup .car.’ mter-»
venmg.

-*-I-was bent over- under the”
;;voeight of. agent Youngblood' 3

£
di
plosions.came, ..
I Telt the automobile sharp-

1y zaccelerate, “and. in ‘a:‘mo-"
© ment or’so agent Young~
‘blood 'released “mie. ‘1 ascer:
tained that Mrs. Johnson and:|
Senator Yarborough were all
right. I heard: agent Young-.
blood speaking over his. ra-
dio-transmitter.-I. -asked him

AY



~what had happenea.

He: said “that-he'*was not
sure but that he had learned '
- that the- motoreade was vomg
to the hespital. - :

Couldn't. See President -
I did not see anyt.hfn hat

;7 agent.” Youn sblood:
told me to get out ofthe car;”

X . Pres-
ident Kennedy had been very
badly - injured ‘and’ that: his’
*-condition was quite poer;. He -
said “that” he -thought ~we
should make plans  to: get
back to WaShmgton 1mmed1~
ately. .

I asked about Gov. Connal-
ly and-was‘told that he; too,
“had. been. shot, but: that his -
‘wound. was net serious. T'was
told “thatMuys.” Kennedy- sand
Mrs,  Connally " were _unin- -
jured ‘and that“no.pne: eise

had béen hurt.-- -
- Mrs. Johnson and'r I asked
if we eould see Mrs, Kennedy
“and* Mrs. > €onmallys Agent
- Younghleod -told" me that L
.could not leave the room, and
I foltowed his_ direction. - .. -
Mrs: Johnson. -was allowed
‘ to leave for this purpose. . -
_-. At some time during these: |
events, Kenneth O'Donnell,
Congressman - :Jack - Brooks,

Congressman: Homer 'thorn- .
Carter

“that the Pr:esuient. had, died, T
think his preclse words were,
"He'y gone- O'Donnell said”
that we should  return 'to
Washington ~and -that  we |
should: take the Pres1dent'
‘plane for this purpose.-. 7
“. I found it -hard to beheve
that this had happened. The !
whole:thing:seemed unreal-—

“nell told -me-that” Mrs. K

_sion of the ]

’ bxtter “cone

' with Eongressman

uhbelievable: A few:: hours "

earlier, I had breakfast with
John Kennedy; he was alive,
strong, .vigorous. I could not

“take as ‘much’as a 'mi
i CongressmanThornberryt%n
| climbed over and got int

believe . now that ‘he “was
dead. I was shocked and smk-
ened.

When Mr. O'Donneéll told us
to- get ‘on ‘the plane-and:.go:
‘back “to- Washington, I asked-
abeout : Mrs. kennedy Q‘Don-r

en-’
nedy: would: ‘not :leave “the!
hospital ‘without: the: Presi-’
dent’s body, and urgeti again’

“that we ‘go ‘ahead “and ‘take:

Air~Force I and retum to-
‘Washington, © :

I did not want to go'.and
leave ‘Mrs. Kennedy - in. this:
situation. 1. said" so, -but™ I’
‘agreed that we would board

- the airplane -and - wait: until’

Mrs. Kennedy ‘and the”Presv
dent's’. ‘body:: wer b
board

convey arx accurate* 'unpres-

"I suppose.we were I & state.

‘of shock and ‘there;’ wasno

time for :the shocl
off sufflc;eutly‘
magnu:ude o

was :our ‘sharp ’pamful* and

axrplane leave Dallas, andig:
to:Washington without ti’
1. was: determined "thatig

room and
ushered by.a- cordon of ag
to” cars which were awai]

i Inson. anq QeE.
Agem. Yomtxgblood and Lweve
sitting".in " the ‘Hiack seat:apd’
Congressman Thomber y
in.the front seat. .

berry. I-am- sure this. di&'t

-back seat witn us.

Boards Presidential lej

When we got. to ‘the alr-
port, we proceeded to
to the ramp Ieadmg ‘intotHes
- plane,  and we entered ;
- plane, i
- We were ushered into;
‘private quarters of the.
dent's plane; It didn't:
“right for -John Kennedy’
| tobé there. 'I'told sSome
‘that we ‘preferred ‘for
%xenned}r ‘1o use these qu
ers.

hShml't!y aiter : we bo:

Scu

mblems at.: hand*é!'
proble%xs Of special urgenéy
‘because. we - did ‘not.-at” that,
time have any informatwn as
to ‘the motivation of the.

-sassination or- its: pOSsm
implications. . The -Atforney
- General “said ‘that he woul
like to ook into: the ‘ma
of ‘whether thé: oath: of officeti
as” President:. should
ministered to me- unmedl.},
or: after: We Teturned”

McGeorge: Bundy ang
Jenkins, both of who

that thereturn-to W;
>should be d

versatlon ‘was’ mterrupte !
allow the Attorney Generalg
- to. come back on the: lmtla =

administered: to ‘me- hmnedw
ately, -before takmg off’ for-
- 'Washingtan,.  and. .that:: it
should -be: adnﬁ!ﬁstered

7 Shortly: = thereafter.#
the ‘deputy. attorney: gener
Mr. Katzenbach; dlcfated th
forny of oath :to onie of the
secref.arles ‘aboard the plane,

' Telephones Federal ‘Judge
T thought of Sarah Hughes,
an old friend who i judge of
the . U.S. . ‘district court iin
Dallas. We telephonéd J udaej
" 'Hughes*‘office -8
there: but h
call in -

at:
. plane in 10 mmutes =]
that arrangements.: be made
“to-permit her to
to’ the airplane : ;
LA few: minutes later S
hennedy and the Presxdent
-eoffin arrived. “Mrs. Johnsoi
and I spoke to‘her. We. tri
to comfort her, but our words
seemed inadequate. ‘Sjie wenty
into the private quarters.of
the ‘plane. . I estimate.'thaf:
Mrs. Kennedyand ‘the ‘coffin







