Tt all began 50° beautlfu y. .
ter: a drizzle in the-morn-:
g, the 'sun came out: bright
beautiful. We were going
dnto Dallas. In the lead car,

dent and Mrs,.Kennedy,
and Nellie,. and.then a

‘on saying in‘an excxted vmce
"Have- thev: shot the Pres-
Jident" T said something like,
"¥No; it can't be't

L ()ne Last Look

As. we ground to a halt e
. we weére-still the third car —
- Secret. Service men ’negan to
pull; Jead; guide; and hustle
us out. I cast.one last- look |
-over my shoulder and saw,in
‘the ‘President's car, a bundle
of pink, just like a drift of
. blossoms, lying on the back

Cright,” the left; and on-
ward into:a quiet, room in the
hospital” -— . a.very small

:room. It was linedthh white

*"sheets, I'behev .

“there ‘was: Ruf right’ ‘there
“Emory Roberts; Jerry Kivett,”
~Lem:Johns; and Woedy: Fay-
:‘talk  about

¥ the: Dl
‘our house. ;People spoke of
- how widespread this may be:
Through it all, Lyndon was
“ remarkably: calm -andquiet.
cEvery face that came; in, you.
_searched for the answers: you-
- must know. I think the fact.I {
“kept seeing it on-was the face
“of . Kenny.:0'Donnell, - who
‘hi ‘much. :
: - Was-. -'Lyndon as usual
who “ thought - of - it.-first,
i althotigh}~wasn't going. to
- leave ~without .doing -it. He
sald "You had better iry to
‘gee:if you'can see Jackie and’
Nellie.**We didn't kniow: what
“had: “happened . to- John. ‘1
" asked the Secret Service men |
if - I-could be-taken tothem.
They began to lead'me up onie |
corridor,. - back taxrs : and
down another.

 Meets Jae ioz' e

Suddenly T found: myself:
ckle ina-

| right” '(vautside the “operating
room. -You aquays‘ think of

| as being insulated; protec
-.she: was-quite" alone.

- =T don't: think I ey g
“anyone so-much alone in my
life. I went up-to'her, putmy =
arms around. her,. and said
something to her; I'm: sure it
was something. liké, . "God i
“help -us _all,". because My
feelings : for:. her, A
tmnultuous to p }

because Nellie andf e
gone through SO manyhﬂnngs

together since 19 goed
her: iight and ‘we both cried
~and I _said, .'Nel ging .
to-be afl” right,"‘ And: ellie”

i hn's goix e

Lyndon UM, Presxdent." -
It 'was decided _that we
“would go ‘immediately*to the

<
‘_"'i

rl
i



“was.. Lyndo
’_shmﬂd ga to h

T
assassin.. The President
been shot, with a 30-30: rif]
On the plane, aH ct,he sh
were _lowered. ‘Lynd

“the ‘attorney. ge o
decided ' that - h& should’ b
sworn in in Dallas ag quickly's
ag possible becduse of inter
national :implications; ‘and: “
because we did not: know how
widespread this mcldent was -

as to intended victims.

! ~Judge Hughes Called

Judge - Sarah” Hughes, 8"
federal judge in Dallas — and
Iamgladrtwasshe-—-was‘

|..called to come im a hurry.. =
= ~Mrs.” Kennedy had arrived
~ by-this time ‘and .the coffin,”
and “there — in  the: very -
narrow: confines of the plane.
with Jackie on: his Ieft with
her hair falling \in. her face,,f
“but-very composed ‘and
“Lyndon, and" T “was on -
wright, Judge Hughes with the X
- Bible' in‘front of : ‘her an
cluster . ‘of Secret - Servil
‘people “and: congressmen ‘we
-had known for a long time = |
Lyndon tool T of:
ﬁce ., s
“It's ‘odd at aﬁme hke tha
the little: thmgs that come-iog
:your-mind- dnd:a ‘moment.ef -
deep:  compassion+ you - hawe .
for people who are really- net.
at the center oi the tragedy; <.
1 heard a: Seeret Servxce
man‘say in the most desolaf
voice and'I hurt for him, "We
never lost a_President in the:
service," :‘and +; then: Poliee .
Chief Curry of Dallas, came’
on the plane and said'to Mrs.":
Kennedy, "Mrs. Kennedy, bex
“lieve:me, we 'did - everyth ;
‘we possibly eould.”
v S 2
plane.-We had. a: fmst
ushéred into the main prm
presidential. ‘cabin ‘son’ the:
‘plane — but Lyndon. quickly:
‘said, "No, no"-and‘immediate<
ly led us out.of there; we felt
that 'is. where- Mrs. I\enneqy

I went in-. to see Mrs.,
-Kennedy and; though it was 2
very-hard thing to do, she:
made it as easy as poss:ble
She - said things ' like, 'Oh, -
- Lady Bird, it's “good tha

e always li.ked you
‘had

ot heen there, - Oh 'If
“glad T ‘was there," and #lo




