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WASHINGTON — An of-| 

ten asked question since 

President John F’. Kennedy's 
assassination iz how Dallas 

authorities were able to 
broadcast a description of 
Lee Harvey Oswald-even be- 
fore Oswald became a sus- 
pect in the crime. 

sion, the answer lies in the 
remarkable experience of an 
obscure 45-vear-old Dallas 
steamfitter named Howard 
Leslie Brennan. Testimony 
released by the commission 
Monday tells the Brennan| 
story in detail. 
ST he shots: that Killedthe 

and to Oswald's subsequent 

capture. But since no one 
had yet connected Oswald! 
with the assassination, how| 

did it happen that the police| 
were able to broadcast the 
description that led to his ar- 
rest? 

The description, the War- 
ren Commission said, most 
probably came from Bren-| 
nan and according to Bren- 
fan's own testimony, this, is. 

t happened: 

Be Stopped For Lunch 
“At noon that day Brennan, 
who had been working on a 
construction job behind the 
hook depository, stopped for 
lunch and went to a cafeteria 
a few blocks away. He fi- 
nished eating at 12:18, whi 
left him a little time bef 
he was due back to his job, — 

"So," he testified, "T 
thought I still had a few mi- 
nutes, that I might see the 
parade and the President." 

A four-minute walk 
brought him to the corner of 
Houston and Elm Sts. and 
for a good view of the ap- 
proaching motorcade he 
climbed up on a retaining! 
wall in Deal Plaza directly 
across the street from the 
book depository. He whiled 

29, 1963, 
a fica from the Texas 
School Book Depository at 

= bell pam., Dallas time. At 
12:45 p.m. the dispatcher at} 
Dallas police headquarters} 
broadcast the following 
alarm: 

"Attention all squads, Elm 
and Houston (Sts.),  un- 
known white male person 
approximately 30, slender 

Most. probably, according|build, height 5 feet 10, 160 
to the Warren Commis-| pounds, reported to he 

armed ith what is believed 
to be a .80-ealiber rifle, At- 
tention all squads, the sus-| 
pect is helieved to be white 
male 30, 5 feet 10 inches, 
slender build, armed with 
what is thought to be a 30-20) 
rifle, no. fk descript at this tim Se 

This alarm went out 
Dallas police channel Now z 

to: which the radiosof all 
Squad cars were tuned, ine 
cluding the radio in the car 
of Patrolman J. D. seat At 
almost. the same mor 
that the alarm was broa 
Tippit was ordered by radio 
to proceed to the Oak Cliff 
section of Dallas as part of & 
concentration of patrol 
activity around the center | of 
the city following the assas- 
sination. 

It was, the broadcast de- 
scription that he had heard, 
presumably, that caused Tip- 
pit to stop the fugitive Os- 
wald and thereby led to his 
own death at Oswald's hands 

itil. aust ee 

away Ie ume waiunpy 
the President by wa 
the crowd and the people 
windows, including the win- 
dows of the book depository. 

Man on Sixth Floor 

"I observed quite a few) 
people in different win- 
dows," he said. "In particu- 
lar T saw this one man on the; 
sixth floor which (who) left 
the window to my know-| 
ledge a couple of times.” 

On a photograph Brennan} 
{identified the window as ne 
one from which the fatal 
shots were later fired. What) 
happened next was de- 
scribed in the testimony. | 

Question: "Just tell us} 
what else you saw that,after-|, 
ernoon." ‘ 

Brennan — "Well, as the), 
parade came by I watched it!) 
from a distance of Elm and}. 
Main St. as it came on to 
Houston and turned the cor- 
ney ‘at'|Houston and Elm,', 

going down the incline tow- 
ards the railroad underpass.| 

And after the President had 
‘passed my position, I really 

couldn't say how many feet| 
‘or how far, a short distance I] 
‘would say, I heard this crack! 
that I positively thought ee 

\a backfire. 
fe Q—"You thought it wana 
ee 

son ioe jest 
is ‘explosion, ” 

think it was a frecraceer be- 
ing thrown. from the ‘Texas, 
books store (depository). 

just exactly what you saw 
when you saw him this last| 
time. 
Brennan—"Well,as.it ap- 

peared té me he-was-stand- 
ing up_and_resting~against) 

| left us OW WW 

shoulder, holdin the 
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ae = ei describe 
the man you saw inthe win- 
dow ing oor? 
\ Brennan—"To my best, de-| 

wall. As soon as his fears 
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