om Officials
re{ Galled Prejudicial to 7

-

aw‘Tnal‘for Assassm

vy JACK, BAYMO\’
Speeh! ‘to: The New. York Times
HINGTON, .Sept. 27—
‘arren’ ‘Commission de-
lared today that news media
mnst’ share with: the Dallas po-
_, the responsibility for “the
#breakdown: of law enforcement
f.bet Jled to Jack L. Ruby's kill-
of Iiée Harvey Oswald.
};ﬁﬁﬁ'_rh& Commission noted that
&’iﬁe prime responsibility was the
Spalice - department’s.  However,
e ission made a-recom-
8 {

dards,” ‘the:Commission said, is
needed :so that in the future
» M¥here will be no - interference,
Twith  pending" criminal investl-
fgations, court proceedings,*
Ythe right of individuals to a
#falr trial?c .
wPromulgation of such a code|
“aoff ethics,  the Commission con-
H#timied, should go beyond an ex-
sion  of -~ *‘general -concern”

order to ‘make clear “that
he -press:had. profited by the
sont of Dallas.’™

proposed: that representa-
- the: ba.r, law-enforce-

8 A vlﬁes Descri[led

The Commissum described the
ssur. of press, radio and tele-

yewald. It told how police
atpred to the press anad allowed
: smenr to ‘overrun the polxce

ttah qz
I It emphasized that basm

police authorities. .
he report’ rebuked the Dallas
ice on two counts: First, that
security precautiops were in-
quate;  second, that state-
ts by its members preju-
ed Oswald’s rights.
The. report pointed out that
§ Dallas: police officials made no
fdistinction -between their -cus-
tomary. efforts to accommodate
g the press and the special situa-
‘tion in ‘whieh they found them-

¢ n§equence t.he
by wase able o G

& ne#code of “ethical stan-'

!

_ ly ‘or to- contrel. the -crowd in

msibility: for ‘the course of|.
i Dallas'in the two days|
owed the -assassination|
Sident Kennedy lay with}’

‘the basement of the Dallas po-
lice and court building and shoo
Oswald in full view of "the
police, press; radio and: TV men.

.Television:: cameras:- hrought
the seene to viewers throughout
the nation. -~

The * consequenceot Oswald'51
death was_htat. Yit-was no’long

; .
‘cedures during- a trial of the
‘alleged: assassin,” the Commis-
‘sion said. N

It declared that “the accept-
ance of inadequaite press creden
tials .posed ‘a clear avenue fori
a one-man -assault™”’ It cited the|
“inadequacy:. of coordinatlon”i
among the police authorities in
arranging for the 'planned tran-
fer< of;()ﬂvaidf T the co!mty
ja{I ﬁndisltﬂéémm thatt

gardless of whether the. press

should have been allowed - to

witness . the - transfer, . security

imeasyres. in. the. basement for

105wa1d’s -protection could -and

should have been organized and
fnore thorough.” = .

-2 “These. addxtxonal deﬁcnencxes,
were “diréctly .related to: the
deeision: to.admit newsmen:to|
E 1ie ireport: - .
s&te@ﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬁwm

cludes that the failure of the
police to remove Oswald secret-

the basement at the time of the
transfer were the major causes
‘of the security I;reakdown whice
led to Oswald's dea =
Forirest Sorrels, ‘a Secret !
Service agent‘ lso suggested
that: Oswald' be

tinued, 'gha.t .
“wanted tp: g0 long wlth the
{press and; not tryito put any-
uﬂng overon them.™

.The Gommisaion c!ted inter-
views given: by, - Dajlas. “police
! offtcials during their detention
of Oswald and's

“The running’ commentary on
mvestlgations b§ ‘the police in-
evitably carried with it the dis-
closure ot many details that

LT il e 1

proved to-ne erronevus, - i
= Fa.errial‘Endangered LR

and . erroneou; information : “to
the pomt where it hot only
endangered Osw&ld’s constlt.u-
tional right “to 'a trial by “an:
impartial jury but also “created
a further risk ‘of injurying in-
nocent éitxzens by unfavorable

publicity,” ¥ the
charged.

©‘The Commisslon dev ted a su

it termed “the :esptmsihilit r of|

news media.!”

d.it recog-

ized the “dgep—felt interest’
throughout” the. Wworld: i
events surrounding “‘President
Kennedyls death. It endorsed th
public’s right to know many of
the developments - surrounding
the apprehension and detention
of Oswald.
“However;”. the Commissxon
declared, “ngither the press nor}
the pubhc ‘Had - a’ right. to bel;
contemporaneously. informed.by
the police .o prosecuting::au-

thorities of ‘the details of thel)

against Oswald ™ -

evidence_ - heing - accumnlated
- “Undoubtedly,” - it | wer

“the public Was - interested.. in‘,

these disclosures; but its curios-

ity should -not have been: satis-|?

fied at the expense of the ac-
cused's. right to a trial by an
impartla,l jury.

*The  courtroom, : not . the
newspaper or television screen,
is the appropriate forum'in. our
system: for -the trial
accused of a crime,

The Commission calledeatten
tion ‘to: ‘the discussion® among}|
editors: at- the annual. meeting:
af . the ~Amnierican - Society fl
Newspaper Editors in: Wa.shing—
ton last -April in suppi :
criticism. of the. rol
press at Dallas, .. -

S Editors’ Misgivlngs Clted

"The “discussion *revealed the
Astrong misgivings . among - the
‘editors “themselves - about  the
role that the press had played
and their desire that the press}”
display more ‘self-discipline and
adhere to ‘higher standa.rd’s‘, of

‘conduct in the fiture, it said:

The' ‘Cémmission’s . proposaljcrime and.

for new' ethical standards -wasf
similar to & propesal made by
Associate. Supreme; Court

‘|that - “right’ practice demands

[ Aprit meeting of edltcrs. Jus-

tice Goldberg, inac speech,
called <for -an’addition -to :the
society's “code  of -ethics that
would .~ “adequately - safeguard
the rights of: an accused" in
crimereporting

= The . editors - 1ssued':- a state-
ment Dy their: socxetys Freel
dom “of. Informa.tiun ‘Committee

warmng l

-.po sible informa

our ‘own house of 'fn:esponsibil-
ity.” - .
The exxstmg seven~pomt code
of ethics of the editors’ group
contains references. to_the re-

: £

gnizant
of the xequirem ts fair play.

~'The section on fair play con-
strains ‘a newspaper not to pub-/
Hish unoffti;:ial charges &ffegltli:g

““Fhe -same - séction’ ‘provides

the giving of such opportunity!
in -all- cases -of. serious’accusa-
tions outsxde judlcla.l proceed-
mgs ll ~

=In the. only other specific ref-
erence to-the gourts; the section
on decency .,devoted chiefly to
an -admonition- that. detaﬂs -of

‘published: that:
centives. to:

fice Art‘hur

Bl o e%@?iﬁ“ﬁﬁ;éﬁ A
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