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Harvey Oswald. ac-
aszassin of President
nedy, did not start
his Russian diary
day he arrived in Mos-
but much later—after

ﬁeamaderup his mind to:re "‘Y “’ Ru

‘ﬂhm to the Umted States, in

was - not a true diary at
‘but was written and

. evc!usavo nintermw
with the widow of Lee
Harmy Oswald, alleged as-
sassm of Pxesdmt Ken-

¥ _!ev her im-

may
Iy in  the
leased Wuren Commission
Treport on the Juth of the
Pres:denf. Fdipe

tig

soon-to-be-re«

'r&wntten by Oswald until he
. Was satisified that his image
i it would be favorable to

write it until early 1961, "He
qonﬂd:ed not long after we

a d!iary of his ]jfe in
.Sur country,” she said, "He
s writing about the first
ir-and-a-half from mem-

the Ameru:an EmbaSay in
‘Moscow that he wanted to go
home. They were married
April 30.
In our interview, Marina
discussed, always through

7y0nse reading it back ards

_
such interpretations of its
w--‘_. — and significant
missions—as s.h:e could pro-

e

tion of the diary by the War-

. "L"
=

5 the diary, what she knew
" how it was written and

e Marina was never provid-

'with a Russian transla-

ren Commission. She was

asked to identify it and cer-

passages were read to

'w by the commission's in-

reter.
Worked in Secret

L When the diary was leaked’

'thraugh a Rugglan inter .-,;' 4

ter as we sat avound u tabje
uyherrentedhpme;,smd Wy
together a copy of the jouls
nal that has heen t.aIIa.cf]
of the most important
of evidence wexghad by
Warren Commission inves-
B télle assaeslmtmn g;
Jmage WOIEY,
him?" I asked, 4
"He avas aﬂ‘asd he would

i

be arrested for: h«xs defec_u

ito the press, no one was
ore shocked than Marina.
Russian friend in Dallas
phoned her early on Sat-
v, June 27, to say that
Dallas Mormng News
vas out with a f{ull-page
cqpymghted story on the
diary by a reporter to whom
Marina had granted an inter-
view only two weeks previ-

‘%lresumed to be a proba-
t‘e ~source of the leak, Ma-
rina had, in facf, never

lowned a copy, ofsthe diary

!(\.5
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nor read it. "Lee was very
secretive ahout -the diary
once we were married," she
said. "He did not often let
me see him working on it,
even though I could not read
English.”

After the Dallas News
story, Marina did give per-
mission to Life magazine to
publish its copy of the diary.
Life agreed to provide her
with a copy later. It is the
only one she has ever pos-
sessed.

Wheu_ I first saw Marina,
she had still not learned the
diary's - full contents, She
listened intently as the in-
terpreter read the complete
text in Russian.

"Where did he say that?"
she would interrupt, asking
to see a particular passage
even though she could not
decipher Oswald’s English
words. "I used to tease Lee
that he should have married
one of the girls in Minsk who
knew English. He said he
would never have done that.
I think now that he did not
want a wife who could un-
derstand all that he was
reading or writing."

Wife Deceived

Although Oswald wanted
to return to the United
States when he met Marina,
he deceived her ahout his de.
sire. Several weeks after they
were wed, he revealed his
true intentions and she
‘agreed to go with him if per-
mitted. She was already
pregnanf with their first
child when she flew to Mos.
cow in July to apply at the

S A Wit

Ptika
- Remembering her hushand|

|as.delighted that he was to

|in his diary to mention her

become a father, Marina
thought it odd that he failed

pregnancy until his Novem-
ber-December, 1961, entry.
He wrole then that he was
wavering about going to the
United States and attributed
it to the strain of waiting for
the necessary documents and
to her pregnancy. Things did
not look so bright, he wrote,
especially with the onset of
"the hard Russian Winter."

Marina smiled and gaid
something that indicated
that Oswald's real Russian
enemy might have heen the
same that defeated Napoleon
—General Winter, "l ee hat-
ed the cold. He would tell
me, 'One more Russian win-
ter and I die,’ "

Marina was acclimated to
long months of snow and ice,
"I told Lee," she said, "that
if he was so impatient, he
could leave Russia without
me." ;

He did not go without her,
but once in the United States
he would try to hide the fact
that she was Russian, Once
in New Orleans, to Marina's
great annoyance, he told
someone she was a Czech.

This mention of citizen-
ship prompted me to ask
about the di eniry for
Jan. 4, 1961, in which Os-
wald described his rejection
of Soviet eitizer.ship. His in-
itial request had been turned
down in October, 1959,

I do not know that Lee
was offered citizenship,”
Marina said, "though I am
inclined to doubt he was. But
Lee was never ung.“!{ggég
down his zuard 2 ofh-
ers, If somebody did not.give
him what he wanted, he
wotld pretend he had neverj
wanted it." : :
I asked Marina how wor-

ried her' husband had ‘been

back homs,

she said. "The delays in se-
curing the ddcuments we
needed made him so nervous
that winter (1961-62) that he
couldn't sleep. He used to
stay up all night worrying.
That was when his hair
started to fall out."

worry Lee, too?"

laughing a little. "He didn't
think he looked as good as
before. I used to massage his
scalp with castor oil. In
Russia we think that makes

hair grow back, but it didn't
work for Lee."

of snapshots, she selected
one of Lee taken in May,
1961, just after
riage, "See, he has lots of
thick wavy hair," she ges-
tured. Then she picked out
one taken in their apartment
almost a year later. Oswald,
only 22 then, had clearly lost
much hair. Marina noted
something else. "He looks so
tense in this picture—in the
earlier ones he wa
smiling."

showed Lee and Marina
with their i
June Lee,
whether the actount of
June's birth in the diary was
accurate. It was, but she
found it singular that his
report was so unemotional.
19
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"Lee was very warrisd"

"Did the loss of his hair

"Oh, yes" _she. said,

Reaching for an envelope

their mar-

s always
The second piecture

nfant daughter,
I asked Marina

"The morning (Feh, 15,
62) T awakened Lea to tall

d pains, there was
¥ he could

xeqm?bsﬁﬂal ex_ceiigit t&ﬁ‘

——

me on &mhtu.ﬂemw
ashamed about it A&

In New Orleans, Marika
mentioned, during tha hot,
muggy summer of 1963
when she was pregnant with
their second child, Lee had
been terribly embarrassed
that he could not afford ta
send her to a doctor for pre-
natal checkups.

They went to New Orleans
after Lee lost a job in Dallas,
"When he lost it," said Ma-
rina, “he forgot everything,
began to play with suns,
neglected his personal ap-
pearance as if he no longer
cared how he locked.”

Marina did ndt remembes
the exact date his job ended,
but a check showed it was on
April 6, On April 10 someons
shot at Maj. Gen. Edwin A,
Walker, a Dallas right wing
leader, Oswald told Marina it
was he who had done it. Tha
rifle is helieved to have heen
the same as the Rennedy,
murder weapon, G gl

Only Each Other

"People wonder why
not go to the police after Lea
shot at Walker,* Man%‘__' ¢
said. "But I was a wife an
mother. Lee and T had only
each other, T had no parents
to turn to and Lee didn't get

along well with his mother,
"l honestly thou ghi%

could talk him out of the id
of trying to kill somebody.)’
thought he would change,

grow up, gel over his si
ideas,” B

Next; Marina ﬂswﬂ%‘
personal reminiscences

her hushand, of how he

smuggled  his  controyer-
“sial diary out a:-ﬁ"ﬂs%‘iff :



