
Ruby Is Mentally Ill, His Dallas Rabbi Says 

Pastor, Now at Los Angeles Temple, 
Believes Killer Should Be Hospitalized _ 
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Jack Ruby is so emotion: 
in a mental institution inst 
the slayer of President K 
This_is the opinion of| 

Rabbi Hillel E. si a 
Sinai_Temple, Wilsi 
Beverly Glen Blvds. ~ 

congregation, he numbered 
- Ruby among his members! 

and counseled with him in- 
~ numerable times before and 

after that tragic weekend 
last fall, 7 

Case Reviewed 
On ‘Noy, 22 President’ 

* Kennedy was felled by b | 

nesses and a television 
audience, ee ; 

-In February and Marehy 
Ruby was tried and on 
March 14 was sentenced to 
death in the electric chair. § 

"I was rabbi of Shearith 
Israel Temple for 10 years,"| 
said Rabbi Silverman. "It is 
am old temple, founded in 
1884,-and with 1,200 families 
one of the largest in the 
southwest. F 

"I met Jack Ruby, in 1958, 
when his father an | 
away. 

Gets Acquainted 

"He attended a servic 
where I said the prayers fe 
the departed and. then bega’ 
to come to chapel services 
‘Eyentually he affiliated wit! 
the temple. Sitar 

ally unstable he should be 
ead of facing execution as 

y's alleged assassin. 

; 
; 

E very emotional and unstable 
i 

t 

Rabbi Silverman soon dis- 
covered that Ruby was a 

| man. — : 
- "He is extremely neuro- 
) tic." he said. "I would call 
‘him almost a psychopath, 

| bordering on the manic-de, 
| pressive. Nowadays he just 
(doesn't make sense. I have 
(talked fo him an hour at a 
time and gotten little or 

,} nothing coherent from him." 
| The rabbi said Ruby was 

of. about average intel- 
ligence, but had had very 

ttime of Keniedy’s ass 
ation until he pulled the 
trigger on Oswald. and he 
Was wrestled to the ground 

by the police. 
"Actually, he had the op- 

pertunity to do something 
which many Americans, in 
the back recesses of their 
‘minds, may have wished at 
ithat time to do. € 
| "But there was absolutely 
no 7eonnection before” the} 
Shooting between Oswald] 
and Ruby. No 
Yack Ruby” woitk 

there could be. He just 
ween Gine along thosel 

es. To think of him as a 
‘Communist’ is “absurd.._He 
doesn’t know what one is.” 

Tried Suicide 

« Ruby has had a series of 
lawyers and along”the line 
“got a lot of bum advice," 
said the rabbi, which might| 

"tie has ‘thade three “at 
tempts at suicide in his ¢ell," 

jhe added. "Once he tore up! 
jhis blanket to make strips to, 
‘hang himself, but, the guard| 
stopped that. Again he un: 
screwed a light bulh and 
tried ‘to electrocute himself 
by sticking his finger in the} 
socket." peri 

"He carried a gun because 
he used to lock up his night| 
clubs in the early morning 
and take the accumulated] 
cash home and didn't feel 
safe doing it unarmed," hey 
said. A 
i Slipped Past Guards] “XK + 
“The police “run_a pretty tight jail at Dal s. Riiby 

gained entry into the cellar} 
wheré the shooting occurred 
by ducking pa guards 
at_the éitrance when thei 
attention was distracted.™ 
“THe had attended services 
at the synagogue Friday af- 
ter the President was shot, 
and seemed distraught." . * 

Some time before the’ 
Slaying, Rabbi Silverman 
had an opportunity to see 
how unstable Jack Ruby 
was, One day he stopped in 
front of the Silverman house 
with a car full of dachshund 
puppies, and presented one| 
to the rabbi, fi 

"I want, if to have a real 
good home," said Ruby. # 

His 'Family' 
"Why do you feel so 

strongly about the dog, 
Jack?" asked Rabbi Sil 
verman, Ruby started to ery. 
"They're my children. 

They're all the family T've 
got," he confessed, 

Rabbi Silverman was In 
Palestine in 1947 and was 
impressed into service as a 
machine gunner in the Is- 
raeli army- although, he 
hastens to add, "I never took 
the oath of allegiance to any 
foreign government!" 
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