
DIARY RELATES SUICIDE ATTEMPT 
Qswald Disillusioned by Life, 

~ Women’ During Stay in Russia 
DALLAS > Har- 

‘vey Oswald Wrote vividly 
fn a diary of an attempt to, 
commit suicide soon after! 
weaching Russia in 1949, 
of his unsatisfactory love. 
hife with Russian girls until 
jhe met Marina, of his dis- 
‘satisfaction with Russia and 
‘of.his plans to return to the 
United States. 

He told of these things tha’ 
‘diary reported in a copy- 
Tigh ted story written’ by 
‘Hugh Aynesworth in ‘Sa- 
turday's Dallas Morning 
News. A second portion of 
‘the diary will be published 
later. 

Oswald labeled his writing 
“Historie Diary" and kept it 
“from Oct. 16, 1959, the day 
‘he entered Moscow, until 
“March 27, 1962, A year and| 
a wai malier returning, #9 the: 

t Oswald. owas} 
[charged with assassihating| 

\President John. F. Kennedy 
‘in Dallas, Two days after Mr. 

‘Kennedy died, Jack Ruby 

shot Oswald to death, fa 

Oswald's train into Mos- 
}cow: was met by Intouris' 

‘guide Rimma Sherikova. His: 
‘words to her were, Roadie 

: arr he. 
tnt his lary, che said, "She 

is flabbergasted, but agrees} 
to’ help." He wrote, "P ex 
plain Tama Communist . 
She is politely sy mpathetic, 
but’ uneasy now ... She 
tries to be a friend to me. 
She feels sorry for me. I ‘am 
Something new." i 

“When Oswald visited’ a) 
ire official about “gettities 
éitizenship, Oswald told him) 
fhe’ Soviet Union is "great." 
He said the official told him, 
“the U.S.S.R. is only greats in, 
literature." 
“Oswald heard nothin | 

lahout extending his visa and 
two hours before it was to 
expire, police telephoned 
and ordered him to start out 
of the country within ‘two 
hours. 
“He decided to commit 

Suicide one hour before his 

yisa expired, He wrote, 
"Soak wrist in cold water 

fo numb the pain. Then slash 
my left wrist. Then place 
into bathtub of hot water. 

' "I think, 'when Rimma 

comes at 8 to find me dead, it 
will be a great shock.’ , 

"Somewhere a violin, 
plays, as I watch my life 
whirl away." 

Found oe a 
Rimma found Oswa! 

unconscious hy the bathtub, 
the floor and’ tib. deeply 
stained with his blood. 
tors took five stitches in'th 
wrist wound. E 

When he regaifed con- 
sciousness the next, day, he 
realized Me jWwas in a insa- 
nity ward. "This realizatio 
disquiets me," he mia 
With Rimma's help, he was! 
transferred to a regular 
ward, 

He described how he be- 
came discouraged at heaging 
nothing ahout Russian “ei; 
tizenship papers. "L must 
have some sort of show- 
down," he wrote and went 
the American Embassy and 
told an official, John A. Me 
Vickers, “I have come i 
dissolve my . American 
tizenship." 

Try To Dissuade Hi 

Embassy. officials tri 
talk him out of it, he wi 
but he Jeft elated, sure ; 
Russians would now 
come him .. ."After 
sign of faith in them." 

One month after his a 
val in Russia, an official” To: 
tified him he could uaa 
until they decided what t 
do about, his case, 

On Jan. 4, 1960, he was 
told he could have a res- 
idence document bttt nat ei- 
tizenship and was ordered 
468 miles southwest of Mos- 
cow to Minsk to take a job. it 
a factory. He said he got 
money from the Red Crogs to 
pay his hotel bills and the 

train fare. (‘he Kea ross in. 
Washington denied ever 
giving Oswald money.) 

— Cash From Police 
He later said the mopey) 

came from Russian sece 
police. : ; 

Oswald wrote he felt’; 
money—700 rubles a mi 
in: 1961—was payment f 
ny denunciation of the Us S: 
in “Moscow.” 

fter leaving Russia | Os- 
wald- wrote, “When I wep 
to: Russia in the wint 
1959 my funds were pet 
limited, so after a certain 
time, after the Russians had 
assured themselves that Bf 
was really the naive Anis, 
can who believed in 
munism, they arranged * for 
me to receive a “certain 
amount of money ey 
month," 

"Oh, it came technically 
through the Red Cross as fi- 
nancial help to.a poor politi- 
cal immigrant, but it ba 
arranged “by the MVD (se- 
cret police),” Oswald wrote. 

Given Good Job ah 
Tn Minsk, he met Rosa, 

"about 23, blond, attractive, 
unmarried, excellent Eh. 
glish. We attract each other 
at once." 

At the Minsk radio factory. 
he was given a good jobh— 
very good by Russian stan- 
dards—as a "checker" meta 

~ er at aeons 7 
rubles amo 

He said he: IK. Rosa to 

e theater, mbvie" or) oper 
st daily. "I am,living big| 

aed am very satisfied.” 
But on his 2ist birth 

Oct. 18, 1960, he invited Rosa 
and a Jewish. girl, named 
Ella Germain and “another 
man revit os spar tne 

eek. and Billa are 
of each other," he wrote, "It 
brings a warm feeling to ‘me 
Both are at my place for sr 
first time," 

In December of! that year. 
he wrote that he was “hav- 

yor



he, foreign language 

nitory. 
His mind was made 
ywever, for Ella on Ja 

i961. "Tl think I'm in ; 
with her. She has refused 

my more dishonorable ad- 
vances, We drink and eat in 
Be presence of her family.in 

& very hospitable atmos*| 
phere. 
“Later I go home drunk 

| happy. Passing the river’ 
eward. I decide to pra- 

‘pose to Ella." u 

2 'My Love Is Real’ 
fe does, standing on @ 
step. "She hesitates, 
refuses . . . My love 

T but she has none for me. 
ler reason besides Ja 
ve: Tam an Ameri 

d someday might be ar- 
simply because of; 

a
e
 

= 
“Oswald told of gradually, 

‘becoming disenchanted with 
‘the Soviet Union. A es 
Andrei Tovli, "says 

2 USSR... . 1 begin a 
eel uneasy inside . Ee 
“When the Russians called 

eatly in January, 1yp1, 
ask if he wants citizenship, 

le said no, just "extend my 
ential passport. iO = 

my desire “about | 
~ The work is drab, a 

pent. No nightclubs or! 
vling alleys, no places of 
reation except the trae f 

dances. mon 
have had eee " 4 

. month later, he met. A 
rl with a French hai! 

Ted dress with white! 
pers ... Her name is 
na. We like each other 

ght away." 
“The diary got skimpy, as! 
Oswald courted Marina. "We 
are going steady and I de-| 
cide I must have her. She 
puts me off, so on April 15, I, 
opose. She accepts." 
They marry and Marina's 

it gives a dinner recep- 
for 20 friends and 
bors “who wish: us 
iness (in spite of ‘J 

and accent.)" 
"he last diary entry 

h: 27, 1962, "I receive a 


