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L} WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (AP)
»—T@e first shot fired by Presi-
dent Kennedys assassin struck
Ml;,, Kennedy-in the back and
Qid not hit any vital organ, a
teliable source familiar {with
the autopsy findings reported
toxught

’I‘he second bullet to hit Mr.

nedy——after another had

s; ick ‘Gov. John ‘B, Connally
G‘r ‘of Texas—hlt the Presidenig

Inkthe back . ‘6f ‘the skull an
B%Ved fatal.”".]

% el
£ this account of the two
diinds, ysuffered by ‘Mr, Ken-
nqu in -Dallas ‘on Noy, 22 is
rrect, it would suggest that
&: slain - president did, very
ibnefly, have a chance to sur-
v’e after the first bullet struck

him.

iot and the firing of the third.

floor of his limiousine or been
rptié,.ed there _before -the’ third

5! Motion picture fums of the
ssassination indicate there was
. lag of five or six seconds be-
tween ‘the firing of the first

Had the Presulent fallen to thefhim.

escapéd death and serious “in-
Jury .
“First Wound Small

The findings of pathologists
who conducted an autopsy on
Mr. Kennedy's body at the;
Bethesda, Md., Naval Hospital
have - not been made public.
Howeveri a source familiar with
theé results gave the following
account: Aty

The first bullet made Wl!.ﬁdl1
was JBSCTIBeT &8 ZlL-neah
woun e back and peng,

traledtWs or three inches,
Th?—suuﬁ__rm_'_—"'_t_saxd this bulfét
had sfruck no vital or ans¢nd¢
was not likely to have InfReted
a fatal wound.
“HE€ raised the po:

Aoyt
e raised the possibility. ,q:;.t

it - might . have ricochet %el
vy

some part of the limousin
fore striking the President

cause 1t did not penetrw@
d sl

Mr. Kennedy at Parkland . H
pital in Dallas mltlally re
ed two wounds—one in the bagk
of thé head and a second m‘m@
throat. s
These physiclans never SBW,
the wound in the back, appar-
ently because Mr. Kennedy was
lying on his back on an emer-
gency-room _table during. .the
entire time they were attendln{g
. Vg
Many observers ‘were puzzled;
from the, outset by the ‘repm;t

3!35311'36'" h&?n%h‘rﬂriwk‘ of a

well
sassin was firing from abgve
and behind the President.

; hologists at Bethesda,'
the source at

the throat wo

by the -emer; engmpll
fragn:@ﬁﬁﬁm_o(—-bme’ re-
sulting froin ™ thé& fatal “shot in
the! headsQd

estabfished hat ' Q{he

causd!

JOTDUIHGAN

265



