On a
Shadow

SMALL, but possibly significant, insight into our-
/ selves as others see us is to be obtained in reading
an account of Fidel Castro’s reaction to the news

that the American President had been murdered.

He was, of course, deeply concerned with the nature of
' bls new adversai —Lyndon B. Johnson. Writing in the cur-
’;‘ent New Republie, Jean Daniel, who was with Castro when
i ve neard of M. Kennedy's assassination, reports that the Cu-
han dictator asked:

“\Who is Lyndon Johnson? VWhat is his reputation? What
were his relations with Kennedy? With Khrushcehey ? What
was his position at the time of the attempted invasion of
Cuba?"”

Then: “IWhat authovity does he exercise over the CIA?”

Shielded as they ave from the realities of life mericans
are easy to placate and reassure on the score of such clody
joranisms as the Central Intelligence Agency. Not so, how-
Lever, are sophisticated  foreigners, particularly foreigners
azainst whom the CIA iy waging war. Castro falls within
(4his category.

4 The unlikely ficure of Norodom Sihanouk of Cambhodia
ftanother alien princeling whose thoughts are much with the
oWy spooks of the CIA. So much so, indeed, that he
wrned off the U.S. foreign aid spigot that had poured 8333
~ullion into his country, chucked out the U.S. aid mission and
"= military advisers, and may have condemned his country
vrhie gravitational lurve of Communist China—all because he
Leved the CIA was ass sting rebels seeking to overthrow

It is possible to reject the maunderings of such as Si-
uk and Castro. But it is not so easy to turn aside epi-
such as a conversation with an American official of

L rank (and immense personal prestice) who was at the
e stationed in the Far Fast. \We had been talking about

I21e CIA, when he said:

"I have Q security clearance, which is the ighest any-
¢ can have, and I thought [ pretty mueh knew what was
ing on. But T have been appalled by what I've seen herve. L

seriously question whether President Kennedy himself has

o RLtECTIV C « OV e N = o

Castro’'s question, then, is perhaps not

ight first appear to be,

President Johnson mav be fo il his special commis-
Fsion to examine into the murder of J¢
' sober second thouzhts ta be a curi
"ir had many problems

X e unquestionably =ou. advice of the Chief Jus-
Toamong others, and it i T now that some of the ad-
he obtaired wag poorly considered,

If he had had any idea of the tremendons CTA psychosis
‘that is abroad in the world today, he most certainly would
ot have nanmed Ailen W. Dulles to {he extraordinary com-
‘mission. Tvles headed (he CIA for eight years, a tenure
swhich spanned such dismal episodes as the U-2 incident and
jthn Bay of Pigs disaster, and he nomy seems bent on sperdding
Ais deelining vears as apologist without portfolio for {he huge,

TR UL

~0 foolish as it

- dlassorted group.
nd consuming his

} bumbling espionage apparatus,

What the meaning of Dulles’ appointment is, no one out-

et White Touse knows, But whatever the final judg-

nf the commission is. it will be looked upon as a prod-

oAt least in part, of Dulles” theusht processes, conditioned
iexes and rigidly- t notions of what is the public’s bus

iness and what isn't

In the eves of forcigners, indeed, Dulles’ role in the ver.

t of the commission will loom lareer than life size. Ie is

member of the commission (with the ex eptinn of

‘arren) who is wirdely known abroad. He is Known,
mereover, as the dean of American spies. Iis appointment
ion was not an act designed to reassure those

ns-of world opinion that are terribly concerned and

Y frizhtened over what the true signilicance of the Kennedy

ination may




