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A R:mm@%ﬁm@mz ‘Oswald:Fiting at-a Rifle Range Near Dallas

range first in early November,

By FRED POWLEDGE

fipeclal to The New York Times around the - weekend
1 DALLAS, Dec. 9—Half a|Nov. 9-10. "
..wﬁ.@a persons recall seeing Lee|f mpe 34-year-old machinist

H; Oswald practice marksman-
ship:at a suburban rifle range
Jbefore President Kennedy was
.asfassinated, the operator of
{4he.range said today. -
Floyd Davis, who opened the

aid he had looked through Os-
ald’s telescopic sight and had
een impressed with its clarity,
“Mr. Price declined to answ

rther questions because, he
aid, the F.B.I. had asked him

. ge in Grand Prairje sixJ . 1k he F.B.JI. h
eeks ago, said he himself ha memmmogmw. - T € X L aere

ol:seen the accused assassin. o
: . Slack said he esaw Os-
g ﬂ t four people have tol ém.%nn. at theringe on the-week-
I personally that they sawhg of Nov. 9-10 and on Nov.
i he said, “and two others|yq e Sunday before the assas-
sination. He remembered the
young‘ man as . an  excellent
marksman, but an irritatin
person. {
The 59-year-old heating engi-
eer said he was impressed by
Oswald's “tight group,” that is
is ability*to put all his bullets
to- the target at approxi-
tely the same spot. Mr. Slack
id: )
“I was getting together 10

Iwo of the customers, Mal-
eolmHoward Price and Garland
lack, have said publicly
re sure they saw Oswald
r. - Davis’'s Sportsdrome
“I'd know that face any-
said Mr. Slack. The

'was .shodting such a tight
group. I looked at his targets.
e could shoot as tight a
s anyone there.

“But he didn’t shoot wi
ecause he didn’t have a dol
the entry- fee]l. Afterward, he
a

observers here, is that
,of the customers men-
Oswald to Mr, Davis
after the assassination,
ki1 before speculation start-
as8; to where, if anywher

#ld had practiced with

F. Davis said Mr. Slac

“I wasn’t quite sure the first
time I saw him,” he said, “but
the second time they had that
jacket and I knew it was the
ame man; I felt terrible.”

Mr, Davis said the .man be-
lieved to bé Oswald angered
other customers on Nov. 17 by
is crossfire. v ,
Oswald was believed to haye
ccupied, booth No.: 8, a>wooden
rame cubicle with a counter
and sandbag to support a shoot-
er's ‘arm. He was firing at tar-
et No. 8, 100 yards away across
_grassy plain,- ) :
Shooters ‘on hoth sides of Os
ald, in booths 7 .and 9, com-
plained that someone was fir-
ing at their targets, :
“I was running a turkey sho
nearby,” Mr. Davis said, “and
I didn’t have time to come
over and find out who was
cross-firing; I just yelled over
for them to stop.’”

“Mr. Slack was in booth No.
9 that day,” he continued. “I
remember. that Mr. Slack was
complaining that someone was
shooting- into his target—and
they were hitting the bullseye
every time.” : :
Carried Three Rifles ,

Mr. Davis said the customer

-

the range, was a bearded
an,

well over 6 feet tall,|Sons had fired at his range'in
eighed about 250 pounds, wore/the last month. Most of the
red polo shirt and carried|Were zeroing. in their weapon
three rifles and an expensivejin preparation for the dee

ing, in whose home Oswald’s
Russian-born wife lived for a
time this fall, has said that Os-
wald apparently did not know
how to drive d car. - .

She said that in late October
or early November she tried
to teach him how to drive her
car- in- avparking- lot, but. that
Oswald did not even learn to

customers -had . reported the;
recollections ‘of- Oswald . to_ the
\B.L, two agents came: to-
ange -and picked up- about @5
ounds of rifle shélls. - = -

Mr. Davis said-he had:sen
other . shells,  fired" abqut ]
time of the young man's vis
to a Dallas gunshop-for relo:
ing. He said he understood
the F.BI. had obtained thdse
shells, too. U

A Second Public Range

‘The " Sportsdrome range is
about one and a half miles from

o

LA O 34

Irving, where Oswald’s family
was staying at the time. Mr.
Davis said the only other public
range is in Carrolton, about 12

miles away. Customers at the
Sportsdome pay 2 §1 fee to use

§n No. 7, who had not returned|the range,

‘He said more than: 2,000 per-

g

wald’s wife, Marina, had in-
formed authoritieg that her rcm.
band had told her of his taking
part in the shooting. =~ -

The Dallas Morning News
said this week that the poli
doubted a version of the shoo 7
ing given them by a°15-yédar?
old neighbor.-of Mr. ‘Walkerh
This version .is the only ‘one

made public so far. T
" Tells of Seeing 2 Flee -,
*-The ‘boy, Kirk Coleman, ~sai
he ran into Mr. Walker's bagk
yard after the-shooting and"§a
two men flee in two cars. ae“

|

|

it

)

One of the men, he said, car-
ried an object that looked dike!
& rifle. The boy sald the man,
whom he described ag nmmmﬂ.m
bling Oswald, thrust the objest
into the back seat of hiseax,
a 1058 model, and drove away,
He said the first man, driving
a .1950 car, left a moment: be%
Lfate, :

A check of Mr. Walkep'®
other neighbors showed no%ﬁ
that none had witnessed cum
shooting or the snipers’ depafs
ture. One neighbor said mrmmgm
been watching television - that
night, - had' heard what might
have been-a rifle shot, but-had!
thought nothing of it. " S
i The Dallas Morning News
meantime, reported in a story
prepared for tomorrow morn-
ing’s edition that a fourth car-
tridge had been found in Os-

pame: to the rifle range on Nov. ,Pzw.im:sw said that Oswald

4, the day Oswald was slain|yag accompanied by another
in the Dallas police station,

told him that he remembered
Oswald. B

#. The operator said Mr. Slac
and the other customers did not
ndtify the Federal Bureau of
[Investigation until it became
‘known' that investigators were

ns.

Epp i ; lack recalled. a battered automobile. On the|Oswald was the sniper. The bul-}] Now, accord _gews-|
Jooking for sites where Oswald\] He said one of the weapon$ second visit, they s,aid, he came|let missed Mr. Walker by lit- 'papef, 1 at
might have practiced. as wrapped in a canvas or old|yity ; it E

- Mr. Price said today that he,Myuilt, . i

On Oswald’s second visit, satdl

ope for zeroing-in- his smmﬁ season, which opened 4n Texasiwald’s rifle on the day. of ; the/

“T bet if he could be found\ Meanwhile, authorities had
20dIman on his. first visit to thefe'q remember Oswald, too,”
r. Davis said, “because Os-
ald, or whoever it was,
ooting into his target,
The customers. recalled thal{Walker last April 10.
n the first visit the man re-
embling Oswalll came alone in|said privately that they believéirifle there.

with another man.

last month.

sassination. .
Investigators said previously
othing’ to «say about  theirlthat they had found three spent
heory that it was Oswald who shells—matching the three buyl-
was fired into the Dallas home ofllets fired into Mr. Kennedy's mo-
too." fformer Maj, Gen. Edwin A.[torcade—in the Texas School

: ook = Depository- , after the
hooting. They also found the

Federal investigators havels

tle more than an inch. the

r. Slack, he wore a jacket,

too,” had recognized Oswald as
i hich he ‘removed’ and used:to

a frequenter of the rifle range
3 %ﬂw& Nov. 24, he Witnessed v .
M« edyoung man’'s death on his rotect his rifle from the sand.’
télevision set. Mr. Slack said he was watch-;
; #Mr. ‘Price, who helps to oper- ing television after the Presi<
wm.nwww e range from time to time, |dent’s - assassination when Os-
zécalled that Oswald visited.the|wald.was; shown on.the sereen.

Paing of Irv-!- Tt was understood : that -Os:{ca trigget Te o
- g - TAHM... TR T ey
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Inumqslnmﬁewmmxw MI

ce...recall a.mani
earmg a pro-Castro placard
Was chahed from -a Dallas
»street cogner,lagt, April,. 7 §

| “The_ _Dallas _Times._ Eerald
Q_d oday that the police h‘{
VA T
ipapelMan that a Imnan . WA4¥

Smow

1he newspaper sald tha.t‘
liceman was sent to the ¢ E’
Y, and that the demonstra
en fled.

"Thls jibes with a letter, uﬁ;

e, from Oswald to the Nd:
ohal.Fair Play. for/Cuba hexd.}
rters in New York. The,
er apparently the first of
ix Oswald sent the pro-Cast¥d
rganization during the sum-
pr, said:
biniSince’ I ‘am unemployed\
'topd yesterday for the ficy
\time in my life, with a pla.cag;

und my neck, passing. Qu
2 ¥lay for Cuba pamphlefy,,
te. was cursed as well as
p l,sed by some. My horg;;

fin? “"%3“ f ,;?”:?d?i‘..

‘wv

.r‘




