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Ts. Marguerlte Oswa.ld e
¥éaled today that she app
tos President Kennedy in:
ior ,assistance in making
aét with her.son in the S
nion. .
P¥Mrs. Oswald who
inews conference here,
that she went to Was
soon after President Kenré
Inauguration, seeking infot
tibh'about Lee H. Oswald.
otShe -, spoke . -to - ne
the President nor Secreta
State Dean Rusk, Mrs, Os
sﬁ?EtabUt she: was - referreéd

set up a conference for her with
foflier officials.

b7+ Three weeks later, she sa&
she received her son’s addresss
I{fom the State Department, tHeé
fliyst . indication she -had haed
since. November, 1959, that he

was_still--alive. Oswald was
{Marxist who had defected td ti

fofifwo and one-half years. :
de was arrested last Nov, ¥
‘,charged with the assassi
¥ of President Kennedy ™~
_.las He was shot ‘two: ddypg
in  the Dallas city- * jail
by ?Iack Ruby, a mght club owrty
er. -
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Criticizes Court System 53

«.puring her long and- ra
bling narrative today, Mrs, ‘O
g.ld was also sha.rply critical
‘the New York City juventle
cﬁurts system, which she said
held' truants from schdol in cugy
y alongside of “hardenog.
cnmma.ls S
"Mrs. Oswald, a 56-year~q1d
'practical nurse, professed fai
in"her son’s innocence through®
ayt, the press conference,. Buf]
ghe . acknowledged ' that her
ea,rher statement
[imply that “my son was guilty”!

Viéws during the week that:héf
son, as a defector, should hayg

ge kept- under survelllané
@m g the PreSIdent’s trip~ 7 0

?cpfa.mmg her seeming incoft-
istency. “Maybe it’s not simple
to everybody.”

Mrs. Oswald said she * aS.-
sumed that her son had psychis
atric counseling in. New York,

khowledge of it.
She brought the boy, then al-

te Department officer whaol:

“might!'y

She had complained in intéf:|

Eretymnmenay

“It’s simple to me,” she sa.l‘éa .

gz=n

‘although “ she ha,d no. du;ect._

most ‘11, to New York m thef

-

fall'of: 1952

ithut they: don’t tolerate a day
Kor two eg:lt ‘of school.” But:Lee
promised he’d never do it again.
. -After two mere.. truancies,,
Mrs, Oswald said, she was no-
tified to appea,r in / Chxldrens
Court.
"1 hardly knew wha.t was
going on,” she said.-“My boy.
right then and there, was taken,
gsway 1 dldnt see my boy
gain.”
She descnbed visitmg " him’
Ehértly afterward in what she
eferred to as a boys’ home in
B‘,gooklyn Oswald was commit-
tel by the Children’s Court. in
prll 1953, to the Youth House
or: Boys, whlch was . then inm
Manhattan but is now in~ the
ronx. -
"He said to me, ‘get me out,
9f~,here *» Mrs, Oswald reéount=
‘T am in here with children:
Who have stabbed people, who|
,have killed people with guns.’
""And he had only been picked!
Titp “for missing school,” "Mrs.
Dswa.ld said unsteadily.
¥ :Bhe engaged a lawyer, whose
{ name she did not remember. who
Told. her, she said, that it was
,J;:revalent for authorities to
jwant to send. your boy to. a
Tfabm to work to pay .for the
Ltaxes of the stateof New York.”
2exMrs. Oswald ' said that her
son. ‘remained - three' or, “four;
weeks in. the institution and
ﬁ.gen was remanded; to her cus-

0dy by a judge. - %
1 'Recalls Probation Otficer .
;3 #ThHat's - when Mr, Johi Carro.
cdhies into - the' picture,* she
sdid. “He was a probation offi-
cer, and he said, ‘Lee,; you'll
Ravé: to report to me'; every:
,week’ )
o L said, ‘Mr. Carro, my son is
tkgoing to report to you, He's
18l ‘eriminal. He’s given his.word,
that  it’'s not going to happen
* . The first time he’ doesn’t
{itdep’ his. word, then he 1 report
to yw’ "
.was not going, to have a|
that age and that caliber|
ng to a proba.tlon ‘officer,'.
5 Oswald said. She said that!
robation officer .was an-'
yed by her attitude’and “cey-’
made it-hard: on, my, son
901—-—-he ‘kept: pusmg to
back to the farm.” ..~ -
Qer a -counselor ‘from. . the
agency, Big Brother, Inc,,
om - alsg she ‘could not’ idénti-
dvised her to; take her .son

e 1irregular in the ‘following
years, however. He: quit" school
“JWheh he was’ 16 to work as A
“|messenger on the New. Orleans

docks and as$ a.runner for a New
Orleans denta.l laboratory. ' .
‘| - Before the' news conference
bégan, at the Fort Worth Press
Club, a telephoned -threat on
IMrs, Oswald’s life was received,
Fort Worth policemen escorted
her to the press conference and
sereened reporters ‘but there
[Were no incidents. . She had not
‘Tpréeviously recelved, threa.tenmg
tealls or letters. .

on the condmons su undmg
'her . son's discharge "from ‘the
Marines. - She pointed -out that
he had been classified as ‘unfit
lonly after he defected to. Russia.
1,» Because his. discharge -as un-
}deswabxe was sent to, him’ by
T#eEistered m~il while he was in
tha Soviet ‘Unien, she contended

celved such a. dlscharge :
She also raised the questiépn
of the assassination rifle, whidh}
police investigators say Oswag
ordered from a Chicago :
order house. ... .
“The gun he hag pu
wag in.a. blanket in the ga i
1" Irving, where his wife was ;
staying,” Mrs,: Oswald; .s
“He did not hide it in his Dalis}!
apartment. Anybody had ag:
cess to. that gun, anybody "

- Poses ‘Loglca.l Story’

Heanng the shots on the.day
of the assassination, her son had
become ° panic-striken since he}i
knew that,as 4  defector, he
would be questloned concerning
any -violence, Mrs Oswavld‘
specula.ted - i
{ “He' goes to" get ‘a gunifo
protect himself,” . Mrs, Oswgld
said.. “That;s not far-fetched o)
me.” . - ;

“I'm not sa.ying thls is a 'e
story,” she said, “only that s
a. logical story. T

- Describing her trip to Wasfx
ington, Mrs., Oswald .said she
had; borrowed $120 on her life
insurance - holdings -and had
taken an. overmght train to the
capital

L amved at g AM al}d
called the “White House .and|
asked | to - speak . to Presidegt
Kenrtedy,” ' 'Mrs. Oswa.ld sa:ld.
She contimed:

~“A man was-very mce to me
and;said the switchboard wasi't
open, but they'd have his office
call me, I explained that I had
just gotten off the train. it
.- 4T freshened up and then T
went'back on the telephone
asked to speak to Dean R
I':spoke to. his, perSonal secrg,—
tary. Everybody was mo
polite, most helpful. . :
=“She asked that I stay on tlie
hne and: then she put throughta
Mr. Boster, whe said he remem-
bered-my son’s case and would
make an appointment’ with me
for 11 A M. [Davis E. Boster,

a ‘career Foreign Service of-



ificér” now 1n: mexico “Lity, ‘was
in the State Department’s |
fice of : Sovnet Affa.u‘s ‘at |
txme]

I told ‘him T still’ wanted-w; ]
see "Secretary of State Rusk;
but if ‘I couldn’t, I’d ‘see him
at 11.

Results ‘Satisfactory

“I had; arrived at 8 AM. and
by 11 AM., I was sitting with
four high State Department; 5t
ficials,. The results -were vl
satlsfa,ctory s

~ *‘They . found: l‘llS addres g
started to write to him and'} e
wrote. me. beautiful letters from
Russia.” " /-
| Mrs. Oswald Was ‘asked 1f she

believed she had failed her son.
| “I do not. I have. not failed
him.” The failing was in .the’
'human society for not helping’
a mother with three ‘children,”!
Mrs.  Oswald,  twice: ‘divorced!
and once widowed, had two, SOXlS’
older -than Lee. i

Mrs. - Oswald saxd that she
would: - not remove “her “sonls
body from its plot in Rose Hl}l
Cemetery here.

Officials of the cemetery hav"e
suggested cremation because of
threats that have been recéived,
against the body and the gravé.|
The Fort Worth police: chief
has estimated that guards for|
the grave are costing city ta:g—
payers $3,000 a month. . ¥

“Lee’s body. will: rémaln ex-|
actly where it’ is,” Mrs.- Oswal
said.. “That’s final. It will sta;
if it takes  every ‘police officer
.in" the state of Texas to pr edt
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