T-DAY VISITS GO
7— PUT AT UNDER $30

‘He s Believed to Have Made |
'No Political Contacts While
~-on Quest for Cuban Visa

b1 By PETER S8

85 Special tp The New York Times :
" MEXICO CITY, Dec. 2—More
Jonely steps along the trail of
Lee H. Oswald in the last au-
tumn of his life came to light
today.

" Evidence turned up concerngj
ing the trip that Oswald made
here in late September and ear-{i
ly October presented a picture
‘consistent with that pertaining
‘to other periods in the life of

the accused assassin of Presi-||

dent Kennedy. -
£ The Mexican Ministry of the

Interior disclosed that the re-}
sults of its intensive police in=j

vestigation had indicated that
Oswald was alone here. The min-
‘istry’s findings have been trans-
mitted to United States author-
ities. :
" Indeed few mysteries Te-
‘mained as to Oswald's trip here,
following painstaking inquiry.
The investigation disclosed that
the often impecunious Oswald
-could have financed the entire
seven-day trip to Mexico Sept.

26 to Oct. 3 with less than §30|

+—thus apparently disposing of

the question of where he could
have obtained substantial funds
for the trip. . i
< Newsmen identified the bus
line ‘on which Oswald traveled
from Nuevo Laredo, across the
Rio Grande from Laredo, Tex.,
to this capital and back. It was
Transportes Frontera.

At its office on Buenavista
Street, a clerk, Lucio Lopez,
said the Mexican police had
been given the lists of passen-
gers on that run, P
7 Investigators, were under-
sfood also to have checked a
number of the guests who were
at the Hotel Comercio, the ho-
tel where Oswald stayed.! He

as the only American among
, ‘clientele composed mostly of
Mexicans and a few Cubans,
the latter apparently exiles.

{ The Cuban Foreign Ministry
has confirmed that Oswald,

hile in Mexico City, sought a

uban visa on Sept. 27 :as'‘a
transit traveler to the Soviet
Union. The ministry said. that
when Oswald was told the con-
sulate could not issue such a
visa without Havana authoriza-
tion, he left “visibly displeased.”
The ministry also said such a
visa would not be granted unless
a visa had been previously is-
sued by the country of destina-
tion.

The Mexican Interior Ministry

said Oswald's effort later to get
a Soviel visa had alsc been mer'
with a consular statement thnt‘
there would have to be a delay.
A Mexican official said Oswald

‘told the Cubans and the Rus-

sians he was a Communist who
had lived two years in the So-
viet Union and had married a
Russian woman. )

' The police investigation was
reported to have found no in-
dication that Oswald had visited
anyone else of political interest.

Cuban exiles opposed to the
regime of Premier Fidel Cas-
tro have been trying to check
on Oswald's activities here. So
far they have not turned up
anything of consequence. .

This is a sprawling city of
nearly five million inhabitants,
but even in this multitude
Oswald's tracks have been un-
covered.

Oswald took a 2:30 P.M. bus
Thursday, Sept. 26, from Neuva
Laredo for the T750-mile trip,
scheduled to end here Friday,
Sept. 27, at 8:30 A.M. The one-
way fare on the Frontera line
is $5.71 at the exchange rate
of 1214 Mexican pesos a dollar.

There are at least two-score
of what Mexicans call humble,
hotels within a radius of five
blocks of the bus terminal. Os-
wald appears to have been for-
tunate to have found the well-
kept Comercio on block-long
Bernardo de Sahaguan Street,
named for a Spanish colonial
missionary who befriended In-
dians. |
. For 16 pesos a day—$1.28—
he got room No. 18, with pri-
vate bath, in the four-story
glazed red brick hotel.

.Sebastian Perez Hernandez,
desk clerk, said Oswald had ar-
rived alone and had left early
in the mornings and come back
late at night. He had no visitors.

‘The hotel proprietor, Guiller-|
mo Garcia, was shocked when
investigators found Oswald's
signature on the registry, Mr.
Garcia admired President Ken-
nedy as a friend of Mexico and
a Roman Catholic. He had never
connected the name of his guest
with the assassir-tion, ;

Oswald had one leather suit-
case, about two feet long. He
wore short-sleeved shirts. He
talked only briefly with the
night wathman and the cham-
bermaid, in Spanish.

‘Next to the hotel is the
lunchroom La Esperanza. Mrs.
Dolores Ramirez de Barrero, a
widow who has run the neat|

eating place for six months, re-
membered having seen Oswald
three or four days. She said he
had eaten there only once. )

He had a lunch of steak and
rice, which came to about 26
cents, The costliest item on the
bill of fare is a chop, cooked
to taste, for about 21 cents.

Mrs. Barrero said Oswald's
Spanish had been hard to un-
derstand and he had eaten alone,
in silence. {

Newsmen calculated that Os-
wald could have stayed within
$8 for his meals in Mexico.
He paid $1142 for bus fare,
$6.40 for five days' rent and
50 cents for a special 15-day
tourist carg he got in New Or-
leans Sept. 17, These figures
add up to $26.32. )

On the same block with the
hotel are a number of modest
apartment houses, Across the
way is a parking lot. At the
end of 'the ‘airest s, g typical,
little park, with stone benenssy,
The neighborhood is the Guér
rero- District; - largely commé:
cial. 48
. Oswald left Mexlco City on
Wednesday, Oct, 2, on a Fron-
tera bus that was scheduled
to depart at 1 P.M. and ar-
rive at Nueva Laredo at 6:80
A.M. Thursday, Oect. 3, g
A Mexican Interior Ministry
official suggested that Oswald
might have spent most of his
time here, which included a
weekend, as a. tourist, perhaps
also taking in some movies. !
It is believed Oswald left New
Orleans on Sept. 24, after hav—}
ing sent his wife to Dallas the
previous day with a friend. He

{vanished from his cheap apart-
‘|ment there on that day without
‘|having paid his rent. i

He is believed to have hitch-
hiked to Laredo on the Ameri-

|can side of the border, where

he arrived Sept. 26, It was his
qustom to travel by hitchhiking
wherever possible. :
It was presumed that he prob-
ably hitchhiked north to Dal-
las from Laredo on his return
from Mexico City. He arrived
in° Dallas the evening of Oect.
3 and checked into the Dallas

Y.M.C.A.  The ' distance from
Laredo'to DalIa‘s_ljs 475 miles. 1




