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assassinating President Kenne-
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The former Marine's 20-week
|stay in New Orleans last sum-
mer has been the subject of
an dntensive investigation by
the Federal Bureau of Investi-

Oswald Sought AF.LCT0. fob, Acting Like ‘Fellow Traveler’

gation, which is trying to re-
construect his actions and
thoughts prior to the assassina-
tion.

Mr. Willlams said Oswald
first wrote him a letter re-
questing information about em-
ployment. The labor official did
not keep the letter, and he did
not recall its complete con-
tents, but he:said he believed
the return address was Maga-
zine Street, New Orleans.

This would place the date of
the letter some time after May
9, when Oswald and his family
moved into a white frame
house at 4907 Magazine Street.
|. Mr. Williams said he did not
reply to the letter because “we
get lots of them, and we call

many look on the AF.L.-C.IO.
as an employment agency.

Arrived for Interview

In the letter, Mr. Williams
said, Oswald wrote that he was
coming to see him. Mr, Williams
continued:

“He did show up, probably a
week later. He wanted work. He
said he'd tried to get jobs every-
where, all over the country, but
that nobody seemed to want to
give him a job that he could
make a living at. He thought he
was entitled to a good job.

“1 asked him what union he
belonged~to. He said he didn't
belong to any, but would join

them crackpot letters.”” He said

one if he could get a good job.

“T told him we weren't in the
business of getting jobs for peo-
ple, but that if he went to the
employment service he could
get a job."

Mr. Williams said Oswald re-
turned to his office a few days
later to continue the econversa-
tion, The labor official said he
remembered little of the discus-
sion, “He sat around a long
time,” said Mr., Williams. "He
talked like a mixed-up kid who
seemed to feel the whole world
was against him; I suspected
that he was a little bit odd.”

Found Job as Oiler

Mr. Williams said it was the
way Oswald acted, rather than
anything he said, that indicated
he might have been a “fellow
traveler.”

Oswald, who later was to pro-
claim himself a Marxist, did
have a job on the day after he
found the apartment on Maga-
zine Street,|

He started work on May 10
as an oiler, a maintenance man,
in a New Orleans coffee ware-
house, but he was dismissed on
July 19 for incompetence.

Little is known of how Os-
wald supported himself between
July 19 and Sept. 23, when he
left New Orleans on a trip to
Mexico, then went on to Dallas.

It- is  known that  Oswald
listed his occupation in the late

summer as a commercial pho-

tographer's assistant. A check
today of 18 commercial pho-
tographers in New Orleans —
almost all of those who do busi-
ness here — showed that none
remembered having employed
him,

It was also learned today

that the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Labor, which ad-
ministers the unemployment

compensation program here,
turned over certain files to
F. B, 1. agents.

An official of the Labor De-
partment refused to comment
on whether the files contained
records of payments made to
Oswald during the summer, or
whether they contained appli-
cations the young man had
made for payments. He did
imply that the records con-
tained references to Oswald.

Disillusioned by Soviet

My, Williams's récollection of
Oswald's bitterness coincided
with the memories other per-
sons in New Orleans had of the
young man.

Yesterday it was disclosed
that Oswald, in an Aug. 21 con-
versation with a New Orleans
radio interviewer, expressed dis-
appointment with what he
found - during a two-and-one-
half-year stay in the Soviet
Union, The interviewer, William
K. Stuckey, quoted Oswald, as
having told him: £

- “It wasn't what I expected.

In many ways, it's just as bad
as it is here, They have elim-
inated all the dissenters.”

Mr. Stuckey said Oswald re-
marked, after a radio debate in
which he was confronted unex-
pectedly with a question about
his Russian trip: “Well, you've
done your job.”

" A library worker remembered
that last May, when Oswald ap-
plied for a library card, he grew
angry when asked to produce
personal identification. i 4

Bitter Over Fine

In early August, when Oswald
and a group of anti-Castro Cu-
ban exiles were taken into
Municipal Court on charges of
disturbing the peace, Oswald
was fined $10 and the charges
against the others were dis-
missed. :

Oswald was later quoted as
having recalled the matter with
bitterness: LAY

The only person in New Or-
leans who has publicly recalled
Oswald appearing happy is 'his
maternal aunt, Mrs. Dutz Mur-
ret. Oswald stayed at the Mur-
ret house for a few days before
finding the warehouse job.

Mrs. Murret said today that
Oswald never spoke bitterly
about her. She remembered that
he had seemed 'quite happy”
when he found the apartment
and moved -his Russian-born

wife and their child into it. "




