Tough Texas Prosecutor
. Henry_Mgnasco Wade
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ALLAS, Tex., Noy, 27—
K:J:,Henry Menasco Wade,
who will prosecute the man
Indicted as the slayer of Pres-
ident Kennedy's accused as-
sassin, was once in law-en-
foreement work in New York
City, as well as in several
other states and countries,
The 49-year-old Criminal Dis-

o - trict Attorney of
© Man Dallas County has
E tha been wryly amused
News at rumors in re-

cent days of fric-
tion between him-
self and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation in dealing

the case of Lee Harvey
Oswald, the accused assassin,
and Jack Ruby, the man who
faces trial,

Mr. Wade Is an alumnus of
the F.BI, As an agent from
1939 to 1943, he served in
Boston, Baltimore and Wash-
ington, worked on harbor se-
curity in New York and did
anti-Nazi undercover work in
South America, mainly in Co-
lombia. One picture on his
office wall is a portrait of
Lyndon BE. Johnson. Another
is of J, Edgar Hoover,

He went from the FRI.
into the Navy as an ensign.
He took part’in the Okinawa
operation and played poker
with Ernie Pyle, a shipmate,
before the correspondent was
killed. He was also on the
U.S.S. Hornet in the Battle of
Leyte and the Philippines in-
vasion. !

Today, with curly hair re-
cently turned iron-gray, he
carries 200 pounds on his solid
5-foot-10 frame, He has piere-
ing eves and the earnest,
authoritative manner of a
backfield coach,

He is a member of one of

Texas' most prominent legal
families. His father, who hore
the same name, was 3 judge
in nearby Rockwall County,
"¢ has seven brothers, and
five of them are lawyers or
judges in Texas,
_ The Latin-sounding mid-
dle name of Menasco acty-
ally was that of g legend-
ary Indian princess among
Mr. Wade's forebears,

His title of Criminal Dis-
trict Attorney significes, par-
adoxically, that he handles
both criminal and civil cases
for the county, in contradis-
tinction to Texas' numerous
counties where the District

‘orney handles only ecrim-
_ +«.matters and the County
-.ttorney only civil matters.

Friction between his or-
giinization and other law-en-
~orcement agencies is mini-
mal, because his office is not
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An F.B.I. alumnus

- Investigative; such work is

done here, on a
by the sheriff,
The Criminal District Attor-
ney concerns himself with
everything from murders to
defending the county against
lawsuits over chick holes in
the paving.

Mr. Wade has 42 assistant
distriet attorneys and a total
staff of 80, He has an annual
budget of $400,000 — more
than offset last year by $680,-
000 in fines. His office had
2,348 convictions last year in
the Criminal District Court
Where Ruby will be tried,
probably in January.

In 24 capital cases the Dis-
trict Attorney has tried dur-
ing 13 years in office, he has
won 22 convictions,

Mr. Wade was born in
Rockwall, Tex., on Feh. Sl
18914, He captained the foot-
ball team at Rockwall High
and was valedictorian of the
class of 1833,

He went to the University
of Texas at Austin on a foot-
ball scholarship, roomed with
Texas' present Governor,
John B. Connally Jr., worked
his way through college and

county level,

‘Was president of his law-

school class,

After the war he served as
an assistant district attorney,
was briefly Rockwall County
Attorney and worked in pri-
vate practice. He was elected
to his present $15,000-a-year
Job in 1850,

Mr. Wade is married to the |

former Yvonne Hillman, his
onetime secretary, They have
three danghters and two sons,
He is a Methodist. . .
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