JOHNSON PLEDGES |
FACTS IN KILLINGS

Orders Full lnvestigatibn—
Texas Plans Inquiry

By CABELL PHILLIPS ~
) Specitl to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov. 25—
'I;he Government moved tonight
to give the public all the facts
on President Kennedy's -assas-
sination and :the slaying of. the
man accused as the assassin.

: The White House announced
4 broad inquiry into the events
of the last few days. The an-
nouncement said: ‘“The. people
of the nation may be sure that
all of the facts will be made
public.” =~ 7 77 e s

President Johnson, the state-
ment said, ordered the Justice
Department - “to conduct' a
prompt ang thorough investi-
gation of all the circumstances
surrounding the brutal assassi-
hation of President Kennedy
and the murder of his ‘alleged
assassin.” N

The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, which is the Justice
Department’s investigating arm,
will do the field work. The state-
ment said the President had
“directed all Federal agencies
to cooperate.” ]
_The move was clearly designed
to end any doubts in this coun-
try or abroad about the iden-
tity of the assassin and to try
to make amends for the tragic
mishandling of the suspect, Lee|
Harvey Oswald.

There was also some feeling
that President  Johnson pre-
ferred to have the inquiry and
public presentation of the facts
handled by Federal authorities
rather than state and local of-
ficials in Texas. ’

State to Convene Inquiry

Earlier today the Texas At-
torney General, Waggoner Carr,
innounced that the state would
ionvene a special court of in-
piry to investigate the two
tillings and make the results
yublic.,

The Justice Department re-
icted to that by saying it would
zooperate with “any responsi-
sle. inquiry.”. But a spokesman
made clear at the time that the
lexas inquiry could not super-
iede the department’s own ef-
fort to get to the bottom of the
ragedy. -

Representative Hale Boggs of
Louisiana, assistant Democratic
leader in :the House, suggested
today that a Congressional com-

ission make a formal inguiry
nto the assassination. He said
‘his was necessary hecause the
‘acts could not be brought out
1 the trial:of Oswald’s ac-
used slayer, Jack Ruyby,

i

The prefiminary opinion iri the

cial body is needed. But there is
a determination - fo: bring -the
facts out by some: device:whose
impartiality - cannot be. chal-
lenged. .~ - sl TN

One problem in-an’inquiry’s
bringing .out the facts is. that
Ruby presumably faces a trial
for murder. It would be in vio-
lation of legal ethics: and the
minimum - standards ~ of - fair
procedure ‘for 'any - official to
make public an asserted account
of -his - activities ' before he- is
tried.” R e

The ‘Texas Attorney General
called '3 .press conférence. here
this ‘afternoon to announce the
court of inquiry. In a statement
read to reporters-atithe. Stat-
ler-Hilton Hotel, he said: -~
i “All Texans join with all oth-
er Americans in mourning the
loss of our President.. -

. Wants Faects Disclosed

“Because the:shoeking assas-
sination of ‘President Kennedy,
the attempted assassination of
Governor Connally and the sub-
sequent murder of the suspecte:
assassin -oceurred in Texas, \?
is my feeling:that all facts sur;
rounding these matters shoul
be made public for the knowl
tedge of all people everywhere.
I “I will, - therefore, upon. my
return to Texas, call for-a court
of inquiry, which is authorized
under existing Texaslaw. Those
|conducting the inquiry will b
ithe top staff of my office, in
‘cluding the Attorney General,

working in cooperation with{-

one or more outstanding- jurists’
and lawyers. . .

“Also, top-level -local = and
state authorities will be invited
to participate actively, and Fed-
eral authorities will be asked to
cooperate. o

“A full and complete report
of the findings of this hearing
\will be sent to the United States
Deépartment of ' Justice; and’ I
want to emphasize that this will
be  a thorough, complete: and
impartial: investigation,® -and
that the full results will be
made public.”™

It was explained later that a
court of inquiry has all thé.pow-
ers of a court of law to abfain
evidence and command--
mony, but that it has no‘puni
tive power. Its principal value
ts .in bringing the facts in .a
situation to public -attentiom.
Public authorities can. then
bring such legal’ action as:the
disclosures warrant. ;

Texas last employed this ‘deX

manipulations of - Sok
Estes. - e

The court of inquiry also has
the effect of moving the Pres®
ident’s assassination and Os-
wald's slaying out.of the exclu<
sive . jurisdiction of . Dallas
m‘ughﬂﬁﬁES. *:ﬁ;if
- ~Attorney General Carr said
he had spoken briefly with
President . Johnson today but
thate he had not discussed the
jprurt of inquiry with b,

il




