HEARING PUT OFF
N KENNEDY DY BOOK

Publisher and wwo‘w Abree
to Move Trial to January
'qnd,P.ress for Accord

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON

A temporary truce was reached
‘yesterday between representa-
tives of the Kennedy family and
Harper & Row in the legal bat-
tle over the contents of William
Manchester's book “The Death
of a President.”

In a joint statement by the
publisher.and Mrs, John F, Ken.
nedy, both sides agreed to post-
pone 'a court hearing on the
jmatter until mid-January -—
should such a hearing still prove
ry—and to press for a

 Thé sta.tement -said negotia-
tions “have been making steady
progress .toward an amicable
settlement,” despite the absence

of ‘Mr. Manchester, who is ill|
with pneumonia in a Connecti-
cut: hospital.

Injunction Asked’

Mrs. Kennedy had filed suit
in State Supreme Court aegk-;
ing to block publication of the
book about the assassination of
her husband. A hearing on Mu.l
Kennedy's request for an in-
junction against Harper & Row
and Mr. Manchester was sched-
uled for yesterday morning. -

When the proceeding began,
counsel for Harper & Row and
Mr. Manchester both asked for a
delay. Mr. Manchester's attor-
ney asked that the hearing be
put back to Jan. 16, and the re-
quest was granted, But counsel
for the publisher, in & surprise
move, asked that the hearing be
delayed only until tomorrow.

. This reguest, also granted,

’was then superaseded later M the
day by the joint statement on
e decision (o put afe legal ac-
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“Representatives of Harper
& Row and of Mrs. John F.

{Kennedy have been meeting for,
the past several days. They have,
been making steady progress

toward an amicable settlement.
|The unfortunate fliness of the
author, Willlam Manchester, has
‘'made it necessary to continue
/|the discussions over a longer
‘Iperiod than was anticipated. .

'(Manchester and his representa-
tives, as well as negotiatioms
among themselves for ad-
justment of outs diftc’r-
ences, -

. “Despite the nuthor'l
sutficient has

decided not to
for & temporary
althou@mrperhmmm
to publish the it has vol-

untarily agreed nol to do %0
before April 1, dven though
there is no cout ‘order forbid-
ding prior publication. ‘
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_ agreementiis reached.i o

“The  sole object of this\ar-
rangement- is té give all,
ties, cluding the | author,
sufficient time f? horough
discussion.” e

The publlsherq njove yester-
dg for ' a thoaring to-
m rmw sta. former|
Federal Judge S8impn H. -Rif-
kind, who is Mrs.! Kenncdy's
legal representative fn the cpse,
because Mr. Manclester's 'at-
torney had recciv the ad-
journment until Jan.|16.

Asked what the| Harper &
Row move meant, |Judge- Rif-
kind smqped

“Iffs beyond my. comprehcn-
sion.”

" The publisheris move set ofi
speculatipn that Ha Row
>was att: ptin to| achieve a

-up in theinegbtiations- by

g for the darly| hcaring, It
wu also assumed that the pub-
lnher g ta force Mrs.

“Both parties hive agreed to|
‘Icontinue consultations with Mr.,'

Kennedy's h d in] the belief
. that she wanted to apoid
battlc.

sel for Harper &
newsmen after th
pearance that he h

temporary injunctl
of promptly, that's
Mrs, Kennedy
show-cause- order
m Justice Saul $,
h r complaint that the Marn-

.. s, chester book violatel her righfls|

because of the author's plan'

i

we. iriterviews with Mfs, nnedy|.
conce the assadsination. .
Y Sematér Issues atement

The stat ent. the puﬂ-
lhller and n was
vissued by Senato edy's
office a few minu before, 8
PAL : o

A. spokesman the Ken-
nedy family said thp agreement

have the. manuscript published
without her approvsal. Such @p-
proval was stipulated. in an|_
agreement betw Mr. Man-
chester and Senator Robert F.!:
Kennedy: :
Mrs. Kennedy's ic ob-‘
Jections were to gevpral sections|!
nl' the boolc that shp consigered|
re tsonal as to [the lives .of|
hors If and her children. The!:
.imaterial: had béen kathercd byl
the author in 10 hofirs. of ‘taped

meant there would [be no court
hearing tomorrow although a
formal: agreement. ktill had|to
be reached thro gh:. Justige
Streit.

Intensive discussipns betw
representatives both si
have gone on for'!the last :
days, even during |(the Christ-

'mas holidays. The| talks have

been primarily erned with

. & revised manusciipt of the

oA reed fo modity r remove all

1

[
b

» tlon that rjiated thepersonal

brief vacation in
ish West Indies,

. Cpwles Communic'tlons,. Inc,,

e publisher of
e.p whlﬁf plan

nse ges in the serializa-

dis o:}tinuu\ce filed in
State’' Supreme Co on behalf
' of Jook. This ly removed

“We Aare now frde and clear,’
a spokesinan for Lok sald. “W
are interested, ut we are no
di&ctly involv

While the neg tions. o,v'pr

{ his book went - Man-
c ‘ﬁster lay in Mid| sex ‘M
Hospital in| Middittown,

Conn. Early in the¢ day he was
tal;en off the critfical list, and
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i+ hospital spoltesman said he
wvas “resting comfortably.”

" M#$. Manchester had been
taken to the tal on Sunday
night with a temperature of
104.2. His lllhess was diagnosed
as & pneumonia infection of the
lower left lung. )
"He was a treated for &
seratch on'th _cornea of the
right eye, iAcurred a few nights
earlier when he brushed against
a pine needle gn the Christmas
tree he was to trim.
Among the get-well message
received by the author yester-
day were telegrams from Mrs.
Kennedy and her brother-in-law,
Senator Kennedy, Democrat of
New York, who is vacationing
in Sun Valley, Idaho.

Mrs, ‘'Kennedy's message was
reported to have said in part:
“ahtd how much I hope you wilil
‘be better soon.”

A esman for the hospital
said the author’s physician, Dr.
F. Erwin Tracy, had recom-

t his patient take a

vacation after leaving the hos-
pital. Therp was no indication
whether his advice would be
taken.

“TMeantime, a ciose friend of
Mr. Manchester, John W. Paton,
secretary of Wesleyan Univer-
sity 'in Middletown, d the
author had spent sevemml weeks
last fall at crest Manor, a
psycHiatric institution’ in- Port-

' N nn. {
1 M. Paton said Mr. Mdnchester
had becn suffcering from cxhaus-
tion because “he is a.compulsive
worker” who spent almost 18
hours a day working ‘on the
Konnedy book. ;
Following the court hearing
ycsterday morning, Judge Rif-
kind, in cxpressing bafflement
at the Harper & Row move for
a hesring tomorrow, told news-
men that “I'm in no position to
te while' I'm getting pré;

for a hearing.
- Asked if he could!deal in any
court hewring with Harper &
Row without including Mr, Man-
el;‘ester, he gave an emphatic
[ o.ll

. In her suit, Mrs. Kennedy opid
publication of the book would
ey ang renlt i precisely
the sensationalism and commer-
cialism which we-—Robert F.
Kennedy and I—have sought so
strenuously to avoid.” .

“I am shocked,” she said,
“that Mr. Manchester would ex-

L e

t and irreparablel

stacle in the way of publication
of -his book.” | .
| . Privary for Mrs. Kennedy

| (AR)—Mrs.. John F. K
|went swimming and uk%ut‘g
,Jprivacy tpday on the first day

‘ 1
.|plane last night with her two
;[children. They are guests of
‘| Payl Mellon.y
‘Ibanker, and his wife. |

likhed before.Nov. 22, 1968, five

years ssingtion.
Harper & has contended

that tor , in & tele-

nedy family will place no ob-

UA, B.W.1, Dec. 27

of & vacation at an oceanside:
club here. A private police force
guarded the club's entrance,
and visitors were barred. ©
" Mrs. Kennedy arrived by

the American

The Mellons own a rambling
&c:ne :t ina hill::de ﬁverlook-

8 blue-green . It is part
of a eomglex'lmownyu thepl:ul
Reef Clu

“There will be absolutely no
entertaining while she is here,”
a spokesman for the Mellons
sald. “Mrs. Kennedy wants to
be left alone, Not even the
usual Mellon ‘guests are com-|

' lng." j



