by ROBERT AJEMIAN

m had reached the point where Robert Kennedy could see the ques-
tion forming on a person’s fips, and he would break into a smile
while it was being asked. Sometimes he even answered the question

before it was asked, 1 haven't made up my mind vet,” he told dne

Stuttering reporter who was trying to ask what Kennedy was mo*sm

o do in the future.

“Then, in oae week of near tragedy, Bob ?mnuamw had 1o reckon
where hie stood ant what he wanted—and make his decision, He
made it: he would not run for the U.5. Sénate from New York, as

.. someol w: family and his close friends had been urging hif to do.
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He had ponderéd it as he paced among the massive caks of his
Virginia hone. Then Jast week he found himself cutside a North-
ampton hospital { far left). His only syrviving brother. Ted Ken-
nedy, senator from Massachusetts, had crashed in a plane and
fay with 2 broken back. When the doctors finally said he would be
all right, the Attorney General could breathe casily again.

“The relationship between Teddy and Bob has become {ar deep-
er'the last six months,” said one of the Kennedys. " Teddy has be-
come to him now what Bob was to Jack. They're like crossed fin-
gers. They talk every morning, and every night, wherever they are”
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THEY TALK, TED CRASHES
~BOB MAKES UP HIS MIND

~\




THE SROTHERS, Linder a tree hurg
with swingsat Hickory Hilh, $ob amg
Ted bave o fast ralk about Bobs pose
sible phiases S entering the Now Yiork
Senate racn. Net iy

ot the ovient

which fimedup Boh's annd, Fiving
Ted w0 Masiachuseiss, 3 churtered
phing orsfied it an apple orchard
ftopy. The piot wnd Ted's aide were

fanee with o broken bk, The ing-
ries, thdugh aot permanent, will aky

Ssvsrathe e Boal With eeen auwe re-

spoasimitios now ax besd of bis Sone
P, Bob decrded not 1o ras o Somage

.
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"STARY OF & DAY, On hss way B
the office, Kennedy stands in hall o
- Hickory Hill'with wife, Sthel, szan-
ming the headiines while his daugh-
ter Kerery, 4, tugs for a goodby kiss,

HE TAKES OVER AS
HEAD OF THE CI.AN

’ CGNWNUGQ

as a political restorative 1o B,
But he still feels e shoufl leave

Washingtonafter Junuary. “Iwant

to get away for g while,” he SRYS.
M there is something important
that has to be dene, of course I'll
dv it. Look at Aflen Dulles going
to Mississippi Jast Week, And Gen-
eral Taylor going to Victoam, If
he cared abowt personal comfort,
he wouldn't be going, alter alf he's
done for his country, So it"s fool-
ish to say that somcthmg nght-
a0t come up, My main-interest is
10 stay in government and contin-
ue the things we started. Butright
now my feeling is that 1 probably
shouldn’t be aroand here™

As be holds off on fusther decis

_sions, the prcssurc remains hxgh 7

on him: (o stay in public and po-*
ltic3L Hife. Much: of it comes from -
the peaple who are now Président

‘Johnson's advisers. They value

Bob Kuennedy as much more than
the brother of the late President.

- “He is one of the halfsdozen Toen

in the country today quai:ﬁed for
top political leadership,” said: one.
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“He cares, he really cares. aboit

right and wrong. He cards dbout
peop}c In the last f‘onf years he

has had fantastic experience, not
just as Attorfiey General. Anid he
has amidition :md pofitical drz’vc.‘,‘,.

thought that he might have. no
clear and immediate political ¥y~
ture would have depressed and sl

~most unnerved - Beb  Kennedy.

“Now,” says a friend, “he jsmivch

. aore patient. It was tough for him
" to iiemmprcss from those days

when he was in the middle of the

- Berlin Wall corisis dnd the Cuban

missile crisis, when we all wumed

~on his strength. But he's dope it

more guickly than [ expected. He's
trimmed his sails, He presses a fit-
te less. But he's gotten back that.

- shattering candor which can be sp

?rxghtcmngmand 0 useful,”

First signs that this candcr '

would return were seen of the firs
xm;mrtam jobhe took after the as-
sassination--his ‘mission to the

DOrient to try to settle the fght be-
tween Malaysia and Indonesia. -

Kennoedy ended his mission with
a London report to Foreign Secre.
tary Rab Butler, Me was sharply
critical of Britain’s colonial minis-
ter, Duncan Sandys,As he spciicd
things out, Butler grew white with
anger. Kennedy, he said, could
nat talk about one of his afﬁccrs

- that way.

That was the way he saw i,
Kennedy countered, and that was
the way he was reporting it Mext
day he made a pomt of speaking
to Sandys himself. ““Mr. Sandys,”
he said, smiling to take the sdge
off his sharpness, “you're abouf

as populir in the East as { am in

Alabama.”

CONTINGED

A couple of months ago the
. g

3



B

DRAWING A CROWD. On a speaking
tour, Bob is besivged by Los Angelex
. bigh school studenss. “Don’t turn |
your Backs on your training,” he told
them Iater, “or an your paremts)*




TENDERKESS FOR CARULIHE.
John Keoredy's daughier Sas sager-
by dmned Bok'ys fanuly. She fowy
push Christopher iy ki stroffer (A
whavey, stos (0 chng fir s stonwent

tn hee ungle Bob. “Shes my pal”
he savs Tondly, But there is spebial
wiing for Caroline who, 8t 8, un-
derstands the tragedy of her fuher’s
death ay her bepther Jolin does pot,
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ROUGKNOUSE FOR JOHN, Bob
swings bis nephew on terrace. “Jack
made John  Uie mischiovous, iades
pendent bay he .7 says Jackie Ken-
nedy. CBobby i keeping that alive”
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CONTINUED

He can ever speak in g veey div
rect and candid way about the as

sassination isell. which many for-
sdgners speculate was some sort of
Spmspiracy, “Ldo™t care i it was
done by vne person or 10, B
Jon't believe in aff these enmples
ihedries.” he 525,

A major pregocupation of Bob
Kensedy's in the pust six months
aas been Bis femily-wand snow it ins
shudes bis brother’s clubdeea, Car-
shine, who s 6, and John. who is
3 Jackie Kennedy brings shem -
aut almost overy day to their un-
Ade’shome, Hickory MRl five miles
sutside Washington. Bob and Eth.
# spend as much tme with them
owith thedr own hrood of wight,
TThay think OF o as their pwa
home.” Tsays  Jackic  Kennedy.
*Anything that comes up involy
g a father, like futher's day at
whool, { always mention Bobby's
wame. Caroline shows bim her re.
port cards. She makes drawings at
sehoal narked “To Undle Bobhy,

“We used to think that T any-
thing happened o us, we'd want
to feave the children with Eibet
and Bobby, But we always flt they
fad their own big responsibilities.
Now T want them to he part of
that family. Bobby wants to look
after i brother's children, There's
John, with his brothers name He's
goimg 10 make sdre Johm wivas out
as be should.”

Often Bob has wat aroungd with
close friends, recalling anecdotes
of Jack Kennedy, welcoming the .
chunge to reminisee; After a speech-
in Pmsburgh reeently, as loeat
reparters were guestioning him
about his futuee, one of them
leaned forward and asked fum
abruptly. “What do you miss most
ahout your brother™ ‘Kernedy
fooked startled and stared at the
Feparter as he sought the exact
answer. Mis face sofidhed and he
safd, “lust thw m\ nm here™
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