Attorney Ralph L. Kaskell
Jr. has denied scousations of
attempted public extortion
made by former Assigtant
Dist. Ay, Chartes R. Ward
and added that he will return
to New Orleans from Wash-

Kaskell, assoctated with the
New Orleans law firm  of
Dentsely Kerrigan dnid Stiles,
called Ward's charges yester-
day “false and unfounded.”

He said he will appear he-
fore the Orieans Parish Grand
Jury to testify, “waiving all
immunities,” If he is asked
to do s0.

WARD REQUESTED the
grand jury yesterday to inves-
Lgate an alleged attempt to
blackmail the distriet allor-
ney's office to seitiing a
clain against a bonding com-
pany.

The Maryland Natlonal In-
surance Co. was avcused by
the DA's office of fading to

pay. 3629.008. mwbond - forfei

tures due in Criminal District
Court cases. Ward said Kas:
kell tried to arrange & com-
promise In which only £3100.-
M0 of the ferfeitures would
be paid,

an assistant 1o Dist. Anv. Jim
Garrisen and  announced %g
will run against Garrison In
the November--election

GARRISON ON  Monday

See WARD-—Page 6

Continped from Page !
withdrew a recommendation

lo Gov. John J. McKeithen

thal Ward be named o one
of two Criminal District Court
judgeships. The DA cited the
bribery  gecusation  against

- Ward as the reason for ihe

withdrawal

Ward said Garrison knows

the accusation is false.

Ward, in_a letler lo grand

jury  foreman  Fermnand $
Lapeyre, said Haskell threg-
ened o reveal depositions ac-

cusing Ward of sccepting |
brbes i the S0 cony
| premise were nal accepled.

HE STATED that the al |
Cleged attempt to extract a

favorable  seftlement  for
Marviand Natiens! amounts to
“plackman

Ward: alsy stated i the bet.
ter o Lapeyre that the grand

s
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vestigiate the extortion charge
Usibop Uess allegations are
made sagainst a former law

partrer of thi present disiriet

arterney, and berausy of the
very elesg god personal oola.
Henship of Mr Eherhard
Deuatach ts M Hemy Garrl
sen

Dewtseh s the  principal
partner i the law fiom  He
deghmed commest on the mai-
rer

THE _ALLEGED. . extortion.

attempt. claimed Ward, was
made by Kaskeil during s
meeling  with  Assistant Da
Shirley . Wimberly Jr., who
reprigsemted the DA's office 1n
the ¢laims for the forfeitures,

An order restraiping Gar
risen, Wimberly and state of

jury is the proper body to i |

fieials from ettorts to colisct
the bond forferture was ssued
vesterday by Federal District
Judge Lansing L. Mitehel].
Judge Miichell set a hear
ing fur 10 a. m. Monday on a

suil by Marviand National :
which asked for an injusction |
prohibiting the seizure of any :
of ils assets o the state and |

attacking the constitutinality
af certain provisions of the

_ Slate insurance laws.

Marviand National formerly
employed William Hardy Da-
vis, one of the persons who
made bribery charges against
Ward,  Acoording o the
charges. Ward received

money te inflience him not {o |
push for bond forfeiture coi- |

lections.

.



