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Ray’s Ex-Lawyer Suggests He Was Hired for R’acg’ql Aspect

Someial v The Saw Yok Tumes
BIRMINGHAM, Nov. 15—Ar.
thur 3. M the d&i d
‘aitorney for James Earl Ray,
contended today that it was
“entirely possible™ that be had

{been picked as Ray's~atmomey

Hi
IFeqet
gigs
asi
e

3]

gw
1
E
F&
§
< 8

i
i
j

.

pian. The atwmez said that he magazine that from informs.
had mentioned this possibility ton furmished 1 him by Rav.
o the scheduled trial judge. he concluded that the Negro
W. Preston Battle, and to the rivi) rights leader's murder had
prosecytor, P. M. Canale, the been  orderrd by men  who
Shelby County Attdrney Gen- wanted his death 0 provoke
eral. outbreaks of violence between
“Bui Ray didn’t s<ay any whites and Negroes They were
thing and Artie and | had to said, for thiz reason. 10 prefer
proceed on the assumption, that the murder occur in Birm
that we were poing to trial;ingham, Muntgomery or Selma
and so we put together just a2 When Ray was arrested in
great defense for Ray, includ-'the London airport on June 8,
img a few bombshells,” Mr,’Michael Eugene, a London so-
Hanes said. 'licitor, was appointed to advise
The suggestion that Mr. him during the hearings in the
Hanes was retained with an'British courts.
intention of underscoring the']et':e“"t(})“slwa”?:‘- Ray ‘Wrase
racial aspects . s o lawyers in the
'murder, Mr. Haggs Eg'ntg:gedsjUnited~Sta_tes—Mr. Hanes and
;arose from a combination of F- Lee Bailey of Boston. The
| circumstances, letters were dated June 10.

' While visiting in Memphis
Mr. Hanes was elected Mayor, .o week, Mr. Eugene said that

Mr. Bailey had telephoned and
said that he could not under-
take Ray's defense.

Mr. Hanes said that he had
received a telephore call from
Mr. Eugene on June 13, “the
same day I got the letter from
Ray.” .

C.IA. Role Cousidered

Mr. Eugene told Mr. Hanes in
the telephone call that Ray had
said that money for the defense
attorneys would be no problem.

“He told me that $100,000
was available,” Mr. Eugene said
in Memphis.

After the Eugene telephone

of Bumingham six ‘years ago
on a racist platform after join-:
/ing forces with Alabama's archj
'segregationist, Eugene (Bull),
|Connor, then the Birmingham]
Police Commissioner.

Three years ago, Mr. Hanes:
was hired to defend three Ku
Klux Klansmen who were ac-]
cused of murdering Mrs. Viola}
Gregg Livzzo, a civil rights|
worker slain during the Seima!
to Montgomery march. i
t  Mr. Hares is a former agent;
of the Federal Bureau of lnves.|
tigation

and a onetime con-}
tract employe . of the Centrali
Intefligence Agency. But, he|

\said, because of his activitiesiCall and the letter from Ray,
'he came to be regarded nation-'Mr. Hanes and his son went
ially as a segregationist and to; (0 their summer home in south-
im extent a racist,. ‘:e;n Alabamlzaf am}] mugid c:’derr

- N the proposal for three days;¥r.
; Desire for Strife Seen ‘Hanes said they had concluded
| William Bradford Huie. the that for an assassin to murder
;author who bought the rights Dr. King and to elude capture
.to Ray’s life story. savs in an for more than two months while

article in the current Look-

more than 3,000 Federal Bureau

R

e

o



of Investigation agents were
searching for him would require
elaborate planning. Mr. Hanes
said they could think of only
two groups that they considered
capable. of carrying out this
type of plan—the C.I.A. and
iblack militants with Red Chi-
nese or Cuban backing.
Mr. Hanes décided that he
‘and his son should undertake
Ray’'s defense notwithstanding
"their conclusion and that they
‘should proceed on the assump-
tion that the murder had been
plotted and financed by what
‘he called “black militants with
‘foreign ties.”

In the Nov. 12 Look Maga-;

zine, which was published “in'
late October, Mr. Huie wrote of
Ray’s encounters in Canada’
with a blond Cuban named
Raoul. Ray is quoted as say-
ing that Raoul hired him at first
to haul narcotics across the
border into the United States
but told him he would later be
assigned a $12,000 job.

Raoul was Ray's contact
man, according to the Look
article. But Mr. Hanes says he
does not believe that the man
,was blond, a Cuban, or named
Raoul. He thinks Ray disguised
the description of his contact
ifor some reason of his own.

: Mr. Hanes said in Memphis
ilast Monday that the $100,000
.that Ray had said was available
for the defense had never ma-
iterialized. Mr..Hanes received
ipart of his fee and expenses
ifrom $30,000 that Mr. Huie paid
'toward his contract with Ray
far the rights to Ray’s story,
The contract was signed July 8
!whﬂe Ray was still in England.
| Mr. Hanes said that the atti-
tude of Ray’s brothers, John
'Ray and Jerry Ray, had helped

him form the conclusion that Kb *
was never to be the defenie
attorney at Ray’s trial. . ;.
“You would expect the family
to flock around the attorney to

offer help and advice,” Mg,

Hanes said. “But I couldn’t even
get close to them. I offered to -
meet with them in St. Louis,
Memphis, Birmingham or amy
place élse. But I never did see
either one of them” P
Mr. Hanes said that he h#d .
not learned until after he had. .
been dismissed by Ray that the. .
two brothers had ordered . 2
copy of the British h on
the Ray case. "

““That certainty indicated they
had tried to find ancther attos-
ney,” he said. .

Percy Foreman, the Houstog
criminal lawyer who

:Sunday night to represent Ray,»

said that John Ray and Jerry -
Ray had asked him last week to."
take the case and that he hkad
reluctantly agreed to do so after
going to Memphis to tatk to
Ray himself. .
Mr. Hanes, who has beem .
cited for contempt of court im

‘Memphis for making pubkic

statements about the Ray case, -

posted a $1,000 cash bond with

the court in Memphis Tu

as a gugrantee for his retupn. -

later to be sentenced for the ;

contempt of court. o
“They can keep the $1,000,” .

- Mr. Hanes said. “But I guess ,,
Il have to find a new ski re- .4

sort. I don’t suppose I can ever .,

.|80 to Gatlinburg again.” Gatlin-

burg; Tenn. is a ski resort town .-
frequented by many residents..

.lof Alabama. RO TR

Mr. Hanes said that undor.
Tennessee law he cannot be ,
extradited for contempt -ef.

.Icourt. VE




