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ATTORNEY DENIED RICHT TO CROSS- E)ﬁAMIN WITNFSSES

Lane cites 'curﬂ) at Oswald

TTORNEY MARK LANE, “unofficial”
defense counsel for Lee Oswald, the

man necused of assassinating President
Kennedy in Dallas Nov. 22, told the )

GUARDIAN followlng his appearance
before the Johnson-Warren commission:
“I do not feel that my presence at the
hearing miattered very much. I cannot
adequately defend my client without
the right to cross-examine witnesses."”
Lane, named to defend Oswald by Mrs.
Marguerite Oswald, mother of the slain
suspect, was summoned before the Presl-
denls Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy, Mprch 4, The
former New York® Assemblyman read his
“Delense Brief for Oswald” (GUARD-
IAM, Dec. 19) and released some. of the

Ainformation he has gathered from his

own investizatlon on Oswald’s behalf,
including statements about a meeting
reported Lo have taken place two wecks
before the assassinatloin at Jack Ruby's
Carouscel Club. Atlending the meeting,
Lane said, were patrolman J. D. Tippitt,
whom Oswald Is alleged to have shot
soon after the Kennedy assassination;

*"Bernard Welssman, a New York ultra-

conservative who placed an anti-Ken-
nedy advertlsement in a Dallas néws-
paper the day the President was killed,
and a third person whose name was di-
vulged to the commisslon in private.
OPEN IIEARING: commlission chairman
warren agreed to Lane's request at the
oulset of the hearing to admlt the press
and public. “The commission,” Warren
said, “does not operate In a secret way.”
The Chief Justice later announced that
future hearings would be held In publle
{f witnesses so requested.

Lane was not Invited to l.r‘sligy in his
capaclty as Oswald's attorney.
mission numed an “‘officlal” counsel- for
Oswild three weeks ago after major wit-
nesses hued been ealled. During the hear-
Ing, Warren rejected Lane’s veguest for
permisston  to examine wilthesses o
have access L6 the commission's docu-
ments. ' :

‘The eommission began  laking  Lesbl-
mony March 0 from several eyewllnesses
Lo Kennedy's  assassination,  {neluding
Seered, Sepviee npents and  bystanders,

The windshield from Kennedy's limo-

lhe-tom-,

‘cles arose

usine was tmught into the hearing as
evidence. Several persons have asserled
the glass was damaged by a bullet, in-
dicating that more than three shots were

fired. Panel members did not comment.

response  to the growing public doubt
about Oswald's: role, 1f any, In the as-
sassination, FBI director J. Edgar Hoover
f{ssued the following statement March 7:

“To set jthe record stralght, and to
refute the| anisinformation which has
been maliclously. cireulated, I want to’
state unequivocably that Ice Oswald
and Jack Ruby were never FEI infor-
mants; th t they were never cmployed
by this burgan in any capacitly; nor did
they ever iender any services for or re-
celve any money from the FBL" An I'BI
spokesman |sald the statement was macde
because ‘“we thougzht it time to putl a
ston Lo the! rumors.” The Central Intelli-
gence Agc1‘4cy previously dented any coti-

HOOVER iTATEMENT: In apparent

nection with Oswald.
Speculation that Oswald was employed
by ong or FoLh ol the intelligence aren-
from these sl unexplained
who defecl-

clrcumstanees: (1), Oswald,

- ed to the k;nvlct Unton for two- and-a-

hall years, | was granted a new passpor!
to visit Rtussin Inst June afjer only one
dny of co:islclumtinn byy the Stnte De-
pariment—an unlque. deelston; 2 Chiel
Justiee  Edrl Warren's  nnnouneemint
that mnl.l’t'}'.q of “nutionnl securily” mnay
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“GPER.'ITE _USWALD AND MARK LANE, COUNSEL FOR IIER SON
te Presidential Commission- ballzed at any cross-examinalion

impose a new blackout on cortain as-
peels of Oswald's past; 3 the FBI's
failure to keep close waich on Oswald
the day Kennedy was shot in Dallas,
thiough Lthe azeney was awarve of his
hackaround and knew that his job at
the Texas Schoolbcok  Deposilory sjtu- .
ated him in close proximily to the Presi-
dentind motorcade;' 4 Reports that the
FBI supplied information helplul to the
defense of Jack Ruby, who shot Oswald
two days after Kennedy was slain, on”
the implled condition that nothing be
mentioned during Ruby's trial ahotit Os-(
wald's allegecd deed; (5 numerous con-
tradietions in the cnge agalnst Oswald,

COMMENT BY LANE: Commenting on
Honver's denial, Lane asked: “Can we
really expect the TBI to admlit the truth
If my client hacd been an agent?™ Mrs.
Oswald hiyr stated that sbe belleved her
gson was n azent for the CIA.

Lane announced -he s continuing his
servies of. public meellngs  intonded to -
generate public InLterest In the Oswald
case. ITe is scheduled Lo speak in the San
Franclseo Boy area from  Mareh 16-22,
On March 23, he will address students
at Reed Collese ins Portland, Ores, and
then retnrn to Callfaornln for a week of
engnerments I Low Aneeles, Mareh 23
27. Followinde the meclings, Tone plans
to relien to Dudls to continne his n-
vestleallon,




