HGARING PUT OFF
* ONKENEDY BOOKn

Pubhsher and WldDW Agree
' to Move Trial to lanuary \
and Press for Accord

| By DOUGLAS ROBINSON
! Atemporary truce was reached
1yesterday between represzenta-
itives of the Kennedy familv and
{Harper & Row in the legal bat-
|tle over the contents of William
Manchester's book “The Death
‘of a President.”

In a joint statement v+ the'
publisher and Mrs. John F'. Ken.
med» both sidesx agreed t» pist-
pone A court hearing on fhe
,matter until nud-January - -
{~hould such a hearing stil prove |
necessary—and to press for ai
setilement of the dispute in the’
meantime. .

.

The statemeift taid negotia- '
‘have bedl makine -teady !

itions -
iprogre“ tow an amicable
tsettiement.” despuc the ahsenrs
of Mr. Manchester. who is il

.with: pneumoniarin 4 Connecti- *

cut hospital.
Tnjunction Asked

Mrs. Kennedy had filed suit
‘in State Supreme Court seek- ;
ling to block publication of the
book about the assassination of
ther husband. A hearing on Mrs.’
iKennedy's request {nr an in-
junction against Harprr & Row
and Mr. Manchester was <ched-
‘uled for yesterday mnrning.
! When the proceeding began,
eounsel for Harper & Row and
iMr. Manchester both asked for a
.delay. Mr. Manchester's attor-
‘ney asked that the hearing be
put back to Jan. 16, and the re-;
*quest was granted. But counsel
‘for the publisher, in a surprise
" move, asked that the hearing be
‘dethyed only until tomorrow.

This request, also granted,:
was then superseded later in the!

iday Jy the joint statement on
ithe ision to put off legal ac-
i until mid-January.

N . ‘Steady Progress’
! The statement sald:
“Representatives of Harper
V'& Row and of Mrs, John F,
Kennedy have been meeting for
the.past several days.They have
been making steady progress
toward an amicable’settlement.
‘'The unfortunate iliness of the
‘lauthor, Willam Manchester, has
made it necessary to continue
‘ithe discussions over a longer,
‘period than was anticipated. |
. “Both parties have agreed to'
‘icontinue consultations with Mr.
) Manchester and big representa-
hvew‘ag well as negotiations
among themsélves for the ad-
'ljustment of outstanding differ-
ences.
| “Despite the author’s illness,
‘|sufficlent progress been
‘|made so that Mrs. Kennedy has
decided not to press her motion
for a temporary injunction; and,
although Harper & Row intends
to publish the book, it has vol-
untarily agreed not to do so
before April 1, even though
theré s no court order forbld-
ding prior publication.

"Bf?h parties have agreed to
request a trial date for mid-
January in- the event that no
Cdgt#nqedon?ﬂpﬂ:(ktumnl

"HEARING PUT OFR

. discussion.” b

o

;

caw

« interviews with Mrs.

ON KENNEDY__BOO

v

Continued From Page 1, Cpl

agreement Is reached.

“The sole object of thlsx ar-
rgngement is to give all par-
ties, including the- agthor,
sufficient time for thoyough;

The publishei‘q move ytster-!

day morning for a hoa.unp,‘ to-
morrow had startled former
Federal Judge Simon H,| le-
kind, "who is Mrs, Kenr{e
lcgal representative in the: ca%e
because Mr. Manchestor's: at-
torney had received the! ad-
journment until Jan, 186. : !

Asked what the Harper &,
Row move meant, Judge : R\[-
kind snapped:

“Its beyond my comprc,hcn-
sion”

The publisher’'s move sct} off
speculation that Harper & Row
was attempting to achieve a
speed-up in the negotiations by
asking for the early hcaring. It
was also assumed that the pub-
lisher was trying to force Mrs.
Kennedy's hand in the hclief
that she wanted to avoid a court
battle.

Edward S. Grecnbaum, mun«
sel for Harper & Row :told
newsmen after the court! ap-
pearance that he had requested
a hearing tomorrow merely be-
cause “we want to havel the
temporary injunction dx:gosed
of promptly, that's all.,” - |

Mrs.  Kennedy Teceive a
show-cause order on Dec 17
from Justice Saul S, Strellt on
her complaint that the Man-
chester book violated her rights
because of the author's plan to
have the manuscript publ'hed

without her approval. Such ap-
proval was stipulated in] an
agreement between Mr. Man-

chester and Senator Rober}t F.
Kennedy. .

Mrs. Kennedyc specific| ob-
Jections were to several sections
of the book that she considered
too personal as to the'livas of
herself ‘and her children. 4The
materiall had becn gathered by’
the autHor in 10 hours of taped
Kennhedy
concerning the assassination.

Senator Issues Stntemen‘t

The statgment by the pub-
lisher and Mrs. Kennedy lwas
issued by {Senator Kennedys

nffice a fe mxputes before | 6

S PM, .
A spokesman for the hen-
nedy fanflly said the agreérient

P,

.mecant there would be n}c burt

hearing tomorrow,- althg a
formal agreement still io
be rea.ched" through Ju|t1

Streit

i

" Intensive- dxscussions bet een
representatives of both! sid
. ha e\gone on for the -Tagt |fe

Assaclated Press

KENNEDYS IN COLD WEAT ER: Mrs. Joséph P. Ken-

nedy, the ¥6-year-old mother of President Kennedy, joined

daughter Eunlc«?
Roberf, left and!

(Mrs. Sargent Shriver) and grandsons
Tim in a skating party Monday at the

Joqeph P. ]\enned){ dJr. \lemor al Rink in Ilyanms, ’Vfass.

}

’ revised manuscnpt of they
+ 300,000-word bnok

that was
submitted for study by the pub-,
lisher.

Mrs. Kennedy is now on a,
brief vacation in Antigua, Brit-
ich West Indies, with her chil-
dren, Caroline and John Jr.

Last week the Kennedy fam-
$ly reached agreement

Cowles Communications, Inc.,

. the publisher of Look maga-'

zine, which plans a 60,000-
word serialization of the con-
troversial work fo start in the
issue on sale Jan. 10.

In a statement last weck.'
Mrz. Kennedy said Look had
agreed fo modify or remove all}
those passages in the :erlahza-!
tion that related to the personal
life of herseif and her children.|

Late yesterday a notice of.
discontinuance was fHed in
State Supreme Court on behalf]
of Look. This formally removed:
the magazine from among the
three named defendants in the!

with -

7



case.

“We are now free and clear”
a spokesman for Look said. “We
are interested, but we are not
directly involved.” t

_While the negotiations over
his book went on, Mr. Man-
chester lay in Middlesex Memo-
~ rial Hospital in Middletown,
Conn. Early in the day e was
taken off the critical list, and

T R e e T T . ’

1 hospital spokesman said he
was “‘resting comfortabiy.” ]

Mr. Manchester had beent
taken to the hospital on Sunday
night with a temperature  of
104.2. His illness was diagnosed;
1s a pneumonia infection of the
ower left lung.

Tle was also treated for a
werateh of LHe cornci of  the
qghty eye. incurred a few nights
sartide when he brushed against
v pine needie on the Christmas
ree he was helping to trim,

Among the get-well messafres
-eceived by the author yester-
lay were telegrams from Mrs.
{ennedy and her brother-in-law.
Jenhior Kennedy, Demacrat. ofi
Vo York, who is vacationing
n Sun Valley, Idaha. i

Alrs, Kennedy's message was
-eported to have said in party
‘and how much I hope you willl
pe better soon.” |

A spokesman for the hospital,
said the author's physician. Dr.,
F. Erwin Tracy, Rad recom-|
mended that his patient take a,
vacation after lea,\'l%g' the hn=-
pital. There was‘ ngy indication
whether his advicd: would be
taken. :

Meantime, a close friend of:
Mr. Manchester. John,W. Paton.
secretary of Weslevan Univer-
sity in  Middletown, said the
author had spent several weeks|
last fall at Elmcrest Manor, a
psychiatric institution in Port-!
land, Conn. |

Mr. Paton said Mr. Manchester
had been suffering from exhaus-
tion hecause “he is a compulsive
worker” whn spent almost 18

!
1
i

hours a dav work‘mg on the United PressInlernalilmal-L‘ablephrrw.
Kenriedy book. AND IN WARM: John F.
Follswing the court hearing Kennedy Jr., 6, in the surf
]};cs,(t;rday mormin. .}lbvcé;:lf‘rmt—. yesterday at Antigua, in
essing: eme o R
altntﬁe”;{acrppclrp&Z”;{gowamove s British West Indies, Where
a hearing tomorrow, told news-, he is vacationing together
men that “I'm in no position to; with his mother and sister.
negotiate while I'm getting pre- |
ared for a hearing.” Lo ) .
P ‘Asked if he could dral in amjplOl.l: the emotiona! state iy
court hearing with Harper &E\A(hlch 1 .recounteq my recotlect
‘Row without including Mr. Man-tion to him early in 1964." .
\chester, he gave an emphatic; At issue in law is the 11-poin
“No." : © T imemorandum of agreemen

| In her suit, Mrs. Kennedy saja:signed by Senator Kennedy and
/publication of the book would the author that said Mrs. Ken-
\cause her “great and frreparable nedy and the Senator must ap-
injury” and “Tesult in precisglyl‘pm"e the text of the hook. A
'the sensationalism and commer- second point specified that Mr.
'cialism which we — Robert 7.|Manchester would not dispose
Kennedy and I—have sought go.0f subsidiary righ}s’ without
strenuously to avoid.” |Kennedy approval, gnd & third
"7« am shocked,” she said, |said the book might inot be pub-
“«that Mr. Manchester would ex. lished before Nov. 22, 1968, five
{years after the assassination.
Harper & Row has contended
that Senator Kennedy, in a tele-
gram to the author last July;
said that “members of the Ken-
‘nedy. family will place 1o ob-
Istacle in the way of publication
lof his book."” L . ‘




