Partin Is Indicted

On 5 US.

Baton Rouge labor figure Edward Grady Partin.
was indicted today by the federal grand jury in

New Orleans on  five

charges,

conspiracy

and extortion

Partin was indicted along with one other individual and
three corporations for corimisal conspiracy to monepolize
ade in concrete products and with extortion

Lonviclion on the exwrtion charge carries a maximum
M-year jail term and $10.000 fine. The conspiracy charge.
a violation of the federal Sherman Antitrust Aci—earries 4
$50.000 fine for the corporstions and he same fine with a
orie-y#ar jail term for the individuals mvalved

BOND WAS SET AT 325,000 by Federal Distriot dudge
Herbert W Christenberry and must be pésted in Baton

Rouge by Jaly 18

Judge Christenberry et this figire a1

e request of U8 Altorney Lows C. LaCour.

Indicted besides Partin
were Ted F. Dunhdm of Bal-
on Rouge, Dunham Concrete
Producte  Ine.,  Louisisna
Ready-Mix Co. Inc., and As.
derson-Dunham  Inc.

The indictment lsted Dun-
ham as an officer of the three
iirms, and Partin as business
manager, secretary and (reas-
urer of the Gen
Drivers, Warehousemen and
Helpers Local No. 5. Partin
was a key govermment wi-
ness at the teigl of Teamster
soss James Hoffa which re-
suited n the prison term
Hoffa is now serving

U.S. ATTY. GEN. Joha N
Mitchell announced the ndier:

Truck

menl,_in Washington  at the  EDWARD GRADY PARTIN .

time i was made public here.
He said it charges the defend-
ants and unnamed parties
with conspiring  since early
1866 lo force industriai pur-
chasers of concreie products
to buy exclusively from Dun-
ham companies, using strikes,
work stoppuges and property

BB

The indictment aiso charges
the defendants conspived fo:

—Ubstruet and deisy com-
struction projests which used
competitors” conerate prod-
wets,

—Supply truck drivers and

equipment operators 10 <on-
crete suppllers and at high-

panies.
—Fix priees and preseribe

areas of sale of concrete

producis.

The defendants also were
charged with {wo counls of
extortion under the labor
racketesring provisioss of (he
Hobbs Act through strikes,
work stoppages and physical

" {Tare to Page 8, Column 1)

- Counts

viglenee at construction sites

in Donaidsonville and Plague. |

fiti

Az a result, the indictment
said, corapetition among con-
crete suppliess in-the Baton
Rouge area has been sup-
pressed and - purchasers of
concrete ‘producty- have been

deprived of an oppertunity to
purchgse. their concrete re- |
quirements in an open and |

competitive market,

IN. 1868, the sale apd distri-
bution of eancrete products in
the Baten Houge area

amounted to 316 million. OF ¢

that - amount,

$3 mifton. _
The concrete products in-

the . Dunham |
+ companies sold 58 per cent or |

volved are primarily ready |

mixed cencrete and concrete |
pipe, which are vilal to the

continued growth and expan-
sion of the Haton Rouge in-
dustrial area.

Partin first became the fair- |
haired boy of the Justice De- |
partment in 1862 when he be- |
carpe the No. | government |
informer against Interngtionad
" Teamster hoss James Heffa, |

it was Partin's leslimony

that was the key o conviet-

ing Hoffa of jury tampering
for which Hoffa drew a seven.

year prison sentence in 1964.

PARTIN WAS in 2 Baton |
Rouge jail under a kidnaping
charge and was faced with 26 |

cotnts under a federal indict
ment accusing him of em-
bezzlemnent and faisification of
union records.

He aiso was faced with a
negligent homicide charge

; rendered against hirn.
" Partin already had been he-
hind bars

investigator (now City J
Hawk Daniels) for the &
Baton Rouge Parish district
attorney,

THE TEAMSTER boss, who
grew up in the violence of
poverty. relsled a bizarre
story of a pitt to assassinate
then Atty. Cen: Robert P
Kennedy.

The district attomey noti-

feid the Justice Department, |

which was somewhat skepti-
cal but decided to investigate.
Two lie detector tests were

given Partin and he passed |

both.

At the same time, Partin
apparently convinped the Jus-
tice Department officials that
he was close enough to Hoffa
that he could be of service
to them.

ALTHOUGH
came of the assagsination
stary, Partin did gain his
freedom  from  the Batmm
Rouge jall. The children of a

|

NOTHING |

co-Teamster who had been |

missing were suddeniy return-
ed in a midnight rendezvous
at the parish courthouse.

Partin had been jailed in
connection with the disappear-
ance of the children.

Partin's bond was sel at
$5.000 and he waz released,
He never wag brought to irial

on the charge and the federal
indictments for embezziement :



and falsification were never |

prassed.
year, the US. atterney’s of-
fice in New Orleans seught
unsuccessfufly to have the in-
dictments dizmisaed.

Federal Judge E. Gordon
Westy in refusing to- throw out
Lhe iodictments, suggested
thal Kennedy made a deal Lo
dismiss the indietment against

Partin in sxchange for his tes |

timony in the Hofa case.

leased from Jail he went io
Tennessee, where Hoffa was

main, contact there was

‘ Walier Sheridan, a former in-

vestigator for the Justice De-
partment whose name hay

cropped up frequestly since

then in varigus investigstions
Louistana,

in

After the Hoffa conviction,
Teamsters Loesl Noo 5 split
from the International Teams-
ters Union and Partin became
sole boss of his own empire in
the Haton Rouge industrial
aren.
— Spemingly under immuni-
1y frem both local and federsl
prosecution and closely con-
HEctEd willi THe “state pelice,
Partin operated almost with a

free hand in wheelin;; and |
con-

dealing with industria
tractors.

WHEN THE industrial
boom along the Mississippi
River began in 1965 Partin
was riding high, He could shut
down a j
cost plus basis—almost at will

and indusirialists soon found :
it was necessary lo deal first |

with Partin before they could
get off the groumd on con
struction. .

I 1867, industry apparent-
ly foand itself with its backs
to the wall under pressure of
soaring construction costs
wrought by featherbedding
and payroll padding because

of strong competition for

skilled labor.

Costs of some constraction |

projects were nearly 50 per
cent over ariginal estimates.

INDUSTRY STRUCK

-back and-elosed- all néw plant

construction, laving off some
28,000 men in the Baton Rouge
mdustrial area.

The governor's industrial

? development program not only
| was faced with debacle on the |

i state scene, but Louisisna's |

ing built op a ¢

In fact, only lasi

| nationsl mage was in danger

cof a national smear because

(ot the iabor difficuities.

‘ To counteract this, Gov.
- John J. McKeithen had the |
Legisiature create the state !
Labor-Management Commis-

sign, and Partin became the

upofficial No. 1 target of a top

fight statf of investigators

assembled o develop informa-

tion on the situation.

PARTIN WAScharged
once with aggravated assauit
on a lelevision photographer
. fur an incident at a controver
sial rave track im Ascension
Parish, believed 1o be owned
by Porlin, but has never been

brought to trigl,
,  After the Labor-Manage
ment Commission was form. |
ed, Partin started olaiming |
~eHfortwas

| aimed at getting him to |
i change s testimony regard.
ing Hoffa

He said there was a “fix”
atiempt involving agents of
Holta and a mesting with
them arranged by a former
aide to the governor, Aubrey
Young. One of the comacts
. was Dalton Smith, @ New Or.
- leans electric contractor

| SMITH WAS acquitted of

o dharye’fi tue oot of |
m&e m&n-gwaf
—-Partin.fo. changehis.iesti

over- him.
Partin, who was divoreed,
lived at a Baton Rouge mo-
tel and reportedly changed
his place of sleeping each
night.

HE FEARED that the Ma-
fia had been hired by the

Hoffa interests to get him lo

change his testimony.

Partln was so well protect
ed by the Justice Department
that the Labor-Management
Commission came ynder close

for possible conspiracy.
The Labor - Management
Commission's operations be-
gan to deteriorate and since
have become almost nonexist-
ent in the area. Business and
industry have shrugged the
commission off and now re-
fuse to do business with it
because little has been done
over the past (wo years.
There has been a long in-

administration.

. “torney pulled the strings to

lernal tight within the Justice
; ot ever the Partin
business, with one slement
doing all it could to shield the
Teamster official beeause of |
his Hoffa testimony. i

ANOTHER ELEMENTthe |
antitrust division — has beep ﬁi

after im for twe years,

Up until recently the pro- |
Partin element has had the |
upper hand. But with the
change of administrations |
from  Demoerat to Republi-
can, a group of business and |
n;ﬁsmi spokesmen began |
appiying pressure on the Jus
tiee- Dopartment's pew- tow |
echelon to do something about |
the situation in the Baton

had abandoned all
hope that the state would act |
i the matter and were pin. |
ning their hopes on the fed- |
eral government under 5 GOP

EVEN THE scandal ower
the Loulsiana Loan & Thrift =
Corp. has become mixed up
with the Partin-Hoffa-Labor- |
Management affair,

Atty. -Gen. Jack P. P Gre-
million, under indictment in

the LL&T affair, is convinced
that a Jastice Department at-

get the grapd jury indictment
of him because he was press-
ing on the Labor- nt
probe. Gremillion was han
dling the investigation for the

state at the time, and was
regpansible for the only pros

Gov. McKeithen has said |

that he is convineed wat Gre |

million was indicted because -

busginess.

Medhwhile, (He umbreila

over Partin began to come
apart as the anti-trust section
higan getting the upper hand
in the Justice Department
which was coming under in-
creasingly sharper criticism
for giving Partin what seem-
ed like permament immunily
on everything.




