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of the Central Intelligecne Agency s Mex;co City Station. 739/
The source, LIRING/3, stated that he had recently re-
ceived a call from Silvia Duréﬁ. 740/ A te]ebhone tap
on LIRING/3's telephone confinﬁéd that Silvia Duran had
called LIRING. 741/ LIRING/3 feported'that he had visited
Silvia to renew acquiaintanceés..zgg/ During the visit,
Duran told LIRING/3 that she héd met Lee Haryey Oswald
at the Cuban Consulate when hé;applied for a visa and
had dated him on several occas%ons.'zggj Duran admitted
that she had had intimate relétioﬁs with Oswald, but in-
sisted that she had no idea qffhis plans. 744/ 1In addi-
tion, -Duran told LIRING/3 tha%?When the news of the as-
sassination became public knoﬁledge, the Mexican govern-
ment arrested her and during fﬁe interrogation beat her
until she admitted that she_héd had an affair with Lee-
Harvey Oswald. 745/ Rowton Zéﬁjfcounseled LIRING/3
against any further contact w{;h'Duran because the Cubans
or the Mexican police might bééome suspicious of him. 747/
Tﬁere is no fadication in Row£§n's report as to why con-
tact with Silvia would wake ;he Cubans suspicious.

Tha £1A Hexicc City Stgtion renorted this informa-

ticn ts headqaarfars:
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w1th Lee Harvey Oswald on several occasions
when the latter was in Mexico is probably
new, but adds little to the Oswald case.
Second, the Mexican po]1ce did not report
the extent of the Duran- Oswald relat1onsh1p
to this Station. 749/
In the chronology of the Mexico City investigation
of Oswald,Rayﬁond Rocca .nofes: "Why didn't .Mexico
police give us all info?" 750/ This was not the first
report of such @ re]at1onsh1p between Oswald and Duran.
E]ena Garro had reported the same information to Charles
Thomas in 1965. 751/
That the Mexican government did not disclose a1l
the information in its possessfon to American authorities
raises one of three-possibi]fties: g
1) the Mexican governmeht did not want to disclose
that one of its citizens had had intimate rela-
tions with the asséssin of John Kennedy; or

2) Silvia Duran was a Mexican penetration agent
in the Cuban Consulate and the Mexican govern-
ment was protectingefts informant by minimiz%hg

her relationship with Oswald; or

3) they forgot, i.e., @ pure ana simple mistake.
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‘b.. The possibility thét.Si]via Duran was an
agent for either American, Mexican or Cuban

Intelligence

Since the pub]icationfbf the Warren Commission
Report in September 1964, crf?ics have written about the
possibi]ity_thpt Silvia Duran was an intelligence agent
‘for either the Americans, Mexicans or Cubans.

1) Was Silvia Duran aﬁ:agent, assét or source

for Mexican or Amerfcan,inte]]igence?

In an effort to reso]yg this quéstion, the ngse
Select Committee on Assassinations reviewed the United
States investigétive agencieé? files on Silvia Duran. 752/
The Committee found no evidence in this file review that
Siivia Duran was either ah American or Mexican intelli-
gence égent. »

In addition, the Committee has interviewed most
of the Mexico City Station employees about the possibi]fty.
Cnly David Phillips, Chief of Covert Action and the Cﬁban
Saction in the Mexico City Stéiion in 1963, a position
which made him very kncwiedgéébie, considered that Duran

was 5ossibiy an agent or saurca. Mr. Phillips stated that
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"at one time the agency p1tched 753/ a]most everyone
at the Cuban Embassy." 754/ Mr. Ph1111ps stated that
he had first heard Duran's name from the telephone

intercept transcripts. 755/ = But Mr. Phillips asserted

that the CIA had no interest_in Ms. Duran because "she

wasn't friendly with anyone." 756/ Mr. Phillips had

previously mentioned the CIAiMexico City Station's in-

“terest in recruiting a former Cuban Ambassador to Mexico

named Lechuga. 757/ Mr. Phiiiips was shown a memorandum
written by W. David Slawson of the Warren Commission staff

regarding a trip to Mexico by Warren Commission staff

P

members which said: : o ‘

Mr. Scott's (Chief of the CIA Station in Mexi-
co City) narrative disclosed that the CIA's
action immediately after the assassination con-
sisted basically of ‘alerting all its confiden-
tial sources of information throughout Mexico
to immediately channel all information into
their headquarters, and of compiling as com-
plete dossiers as possible on Oswald and every-
one else throughout Mexico who at that time -
the CIA knew had had some contact with Oswald...
This meant especially Silvia Duran, who because .
she had previously been having an affair with
Lechuga, the Tormer Cuban Ambassador to Mexico:
and presantly the Cuban representative at the
~United Nations, had previously been of substan-
tial interast to the CIA...758/

Mr. Phillips was surprised by this and stated

that “No one 312t me in on this operation.” 755/ But

¥
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Mr. Phillips added that he doubted that Duran would

have been pitched because the Station c6u1d not identify
any of her weaknesses. The Committee staff members then

told Mr. Phillips about the reporting on file concerning

Ms. Duran from one of the Stat1on s penetration agents, ‘Ea
I\_(‘i‘ﬂ’\" ]at the Cuban Embassy At one point LIEL‘«WF"\' -] | ,

had reported t? his case off1cer that all that would

have to be done to recruit Ms;;Duran was to get a blonde, gg
blue-eyed American in bed with:her.vlgl/ With this, Mr.

Phillips said that it did indeed sound as if the Station g”
had targeted Ms. Duran for reéruitmenf, that the Station's

interest had been substantial, and that the weaknesses

and means had been identified. 762/ Mr. Phillips

| pointed out, however, that because Duran had been targeted
did not necessarily mean that she had been bitched. 163/ Eg
In addition, he stated that he had never heard that Duran
had been pitched. 7647 B ) ' é |

Mr. Phillips did staté’that he would expect that

Ms. Duran's file at the CIA w@u]d be "very thick" because : Es
of all the telephone intercepts that concerned her and o
the substantial interest that the Station had in her. 765/ égﬁ

Ha stated that much of the material in her file should

pradate the assassination. 785/ HMr. ®hillips stated that

Ay
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he would be very surprised if:Ms. Duran' s.Zd] f11é was
small and contained only a few pre-assassination docu-
ments. 767/ This s in fact the case of the Headquarters
201 file. 168/ This Committéé’has'asked'the CIA to make
Ms. Duran's Mexican “P“ 769/-(personafity) file available
for review. The CIA 1nformed the Comm1ttee that there
was no "P" file available on Ms Duran. 170/

Another CIA emp]oyee,[i(&EA'D .]who worked on
an "Oswald Task Force" in 1ate‘September or early October

Hes
of 1975 dealing with Freedom of Information Act law suits

brought’against the Agency coucerning the files on tee'
Harvey Oswald, stated that he-Believed that Ms. Duran may
have been a source of informétion for either the CIA or
the Mexicans. 771/ Mr (6.4\5) ]Fould not recall why he
spec1f1ca]]y had this reco]]ect1on, but thought that it
was due to something he had seen in Oswald's file. 772/
He said that it may have been ‘the Ageqcy;s-attempts to
protect Ms. Duran after the qssaSSinatfpu and the heavy
cable traffic that those attéﬁpts generated that lad him
to his.inférence that she was a source of information
for sither the.Agency or the_ﬁexicans. 773/
Bespite. LIRING/3's case officer's asking

not to racontact Ms. Duran, Mf:j?hilIigsLsgtatements,an¢4
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[ eTA D ' }hazy recollections, the '6Hmittee cannot

definitely resolve whether Si]#ia Duran was a Mexican or

American intelligence agent or source.
(2) was Silvia Duran a Cuban intelligence agent?

In an effort to resolve this question, the HSCA
reviewed the United States investigative agencies' files
on Silvia Duran. 774/ The Committee found no evidence in -

the files that would indicate that Ms. Duran was associated

with Cuban intelligence.

In ad&ition, the HSCA interviewed most of the Mexi-
co City Station employees abouf the possibility thaf’Duran
worked for Cuban‘inte1]igencei_ Only Barney Hidalgo, a
CIA officer who travelled to Mexico City in 1963, considered
the possibility to be like]y,*lzgj Mr. Hfda]go, professing
not to remember all the details, stated that he thought

that Duran was a Cuban inte]]igence agent. 776/ Hidalgo

said:

At the time when this contact toid me,of
Silvia Duran ! tied the two together, yes, y
sir. I don't know, how at that time it

was obvious to me as an inteiligence agent

that there was some connection there but

it was of no interest whatsoever :ao me,

[ do remember that when I next saw this
contact of mine I mentioned the fact *o

him: and 1et him proceed to dc whatevar ne
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wanted to. 777/
Mi. Hidalgo further
the issue. 778/

memory, the Committee must

B. The Cubans

1. Eusebio Azcue

available for questioning.

tee's request on April 1,

in 1963. 783/ In adcition,
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fort to investigate Oswaid'®
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stated that he never resolved

With no corroboratingigvidence for Mr. Hidalgo's

éqﬁt]ude that Silvia Duran

was probably never emp]oyed“by'Cuban Inte]]igencep

Lopez

When Lee Harvey Oswald,alleged]y visited the Cuban
Consulate, Eusebio Azcue Lopez, a Cuban citizen, was the .
Cuban Consul. 779/ Because he had diplomatic immunity,

the Cuban government had never been asked to make him

780/ The Committee, in an ef-

s- contact-: with representatives

of the Cuban government, asked the Cuban government to
make Eusebio Azcue avai]abieffor Committee and staff inter-

Views. 781/ The Cuban government complied with the Comm1t—;

1078 782/

During that interviaw, Mr. &zcue alieged that the
man Jack Ruby shot in the Jailas Police Station was not

the same individial who fad visited the Cuban Ceonsuiate

‘#r, Azcue stateg that Alfredo
: — . A
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Miraba];“who in September 1963, had recently arffved

from Cuba to assume-the Consui's duties, had also been
present during Oswald's visit; 784/ During a second

trip to Cuba, the Comm1ttee 1nterv1ewed Alfredo Mirabal. 785/

'Subsequent to this second tr1p to Havana, the Committee

D CE. W W

asked the. Cuban government to -make Eusebio Azcue and _
Alfredo Mirabal availabie forethe public hearings on Sep-
tember 18, 1978. 786/ The Cﬁban government complied with
the Committee's request. .j

Eusebio Azcue Lopez told the House Select Committee
on Assassinations at a public hearing on 9/18/78 the

following:

An individua] who gave the name Lee Harvey Oswald
visited the Cuban Consulate on three occasions in late
September 787/ and early October 1963. 788/ The indivi-

dual first visited the CubanfConsu]ate during working

-
f

hours, requesting an intransit visa to Cuba with Russia

as the final destination. zggz The man showed the secre-
tary, Silvia Duran, scme docdménts 7892/ which he believed
would be sufficient to obtaiﬁﬁa visa. 7895/ When the

secretary would not grant him;a visa, the man asked Azcue

0 322 whether upon =xam1nat1on of the documnn s ke cou?d

) ..,a.- ’-\*"’ ; .
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Tun M
grant him a visa. 789c/ Azcue answered negatively. 789d/

The individual then left to obta1n photographs needed
for his application. 789e/ .
The man probably returned on September 27, 1963 789f/
with the photographs and comp]eted the applications
in Ms. Duran's presence. Z§ggj -As the amount of time re-
quired to process this document could have taken as long
as twenty days or the response-couid have been negative,
Azcue told the man that he couid.grant him an intransit
visa to Cuba, without consd]ffng_his government, if he
had a Russian visa.zggﬁ] The individual then left to
attempt to obtain his Russian visa. 789i/ -~
After the man left the'buban Consulate, Azcue re-
ceived a telephone call Z§gi/from the Soviet Consulte. 790/
The Soviet Consul explained that the man's documents
were legitimate, but that tne'SOViet Consu]a;e could not
issue a visa until it receiyed*authorization from Moscow. 791/
Emphasizing that the Cyban Consulate never re-
ceived visitors after workiné,ﬁours 792/ Mr. Azcue bpined
that the individual probab}y'returned to the Consulate
an September 28, 1963. 793/ Ghen Azcue explained to
Oswald that he could not grant nim a visa, the man made
statements directed against'Cqba.and ca]}ed Cuba a
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bureaucraty.'zgi/ At that pofnt, Azcue bécame upset and
asked the individual to leave the Consulate. 795/ Oswald
did not revisit the Consu]ate; 796/
Mr. Azcue described thé:man.who visited the Consu—v
-.late as follows: a white ma]e;.between 5'6" and 5'7",

over 30 years of age, very th1n long face, with straight
eyebrows and a,cold look in h1s eyes. 797/ Azcue alleged
that he would never have 1dent1f1ed Lee Harvey Oswald as

the man who v1s1ted the Cuban Consu]ate in 1963.
2. Alfredo Mirabal Diazi

Alfredo Mirabal Diaz told the House Seject Committee
on Assassinations, at a-public hearing on 9/18/178, ngA/
the I following: "

Lee Harvey Oswald, seeking a visa, visited the
;Cuban Consulate twice 798/ fn%September 1963. 799/  Since
Mirabal could not speak Eng1fsh though he was the new Con-
sul, ex-Consul Azcue handled the matter. 800/ .On both
occasions there were such Toud arguments between Oswald
and Azcue that Mirabal thoughi that the man's visit to
the Consulate was a case of provocation. 8ci/

Thouah_Mifaba1 caught only glimpses of ths man

C!assxf:cut:on- . ey

he opined that the person whose p1cture aprears an Lee Es
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Harvey Oswald's visa app]1catfon was the same Lee Harvey
Oswald who visited the Consu]ate. 802/ Mirabel was about
4 meters .away from Oswald each time he caught g]1mpses of
him. 802a/ Oswald was at the Consulate between 15 and 20

m1nutes on each visit. 802b/

C. Eleha Garro de Paz

| On October 5, 1964, eleven days after the publication

alleging Lee Harvey Oswald's ﬁresence at a party in Mexico

of the Central Intelligence Agency. 803/

\l

gﬁﬁ%) 1. Elena's story as reported Odtqber 5, 1964~

i
van, first cousins of Horatio, Ruben and.Lydia Duran,

QQ?%Q\ Elena Garro de Paz 804/ and Deba Garro de Guerrero
a

were invited to a twist party at the nhome of Ruben Duran
in the middle of the week in fhe fall of 1963. 805/ Lee
Harvey Oswald was alleged to”have been at this party in
the cbmpany of "two other beétnik-]ooking boys." 806/
The Americans remained iogetﬁér the entire evening and
did noﬁ dance. 807/ When r1ena tried to speak with the
Americans, She'was "shifted” to another rccs dy one of
her cousi«s.“SO&/ The memgo dbes not state whather Elena

had men.1one$: hich, csusin nad not allowed ner to speak
ssmcaﬂcn- - :
‘r 80 de\} "

L Yossifiet Ywogerivation:

story

City attended by Cuban government personne] came to the attention
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to the Americans. One of E]eﬁ@'s cousins toid her at
the time ‘that (he or she) did not know who the Americans

were except that Si]via Duran’(an employee of the Cuban E;

Embassy and the wife of Horatio Duran), had brought

them to the party. 809/ A

The day -after the party, Elena and Deba saw the
three Amer1cans on the Insurgentes, a main avenue in
Mexico C1ty 810/ The Garros c1a1med that they had recog-
nized Oswald s photograph when,1t was published after
the assassination. 811/ Si]vié Duran's arrest "under-

lined the Garros' certainty" that the man had been Lee

Harvey Oswald. 812/ - _ - -

The source of the memo‘Was a witting 813/ Centrail
Intelligence Agency asset known by the cryptonym- LICOOKIE/1
whom the Committee identified as June Cobb Sharp while

reviewing the LICOOKIE file. ‘According to Elena, Ms.

for a few days, by a mutua?d friend, a Costa Rican writer
named Eunice 0dio. 814/ Ms.,Garro asserted that while C
at hef house, Ms. Cobb exoressed interest in the Kennady
assassinatisn. §1§] One nighf; tlena's sister Daba, whe

Cobb was sent to her house shortly after the assassination ‘ 3§§

Was visiting, got drunk and %214 the whole stary. 23§/

Ciaiming to ha a_:IA agent, .-be suggested that Ziena ard.
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Deba go to Texas to tell thelr story. 817/ Elena stated
that when Cobb's suggest1on was rejected, Cobb stated
that she would arrange a meetfng with the CIA Station
Chief. 818/ The meeting did nét'occur because Ms. Cobb
was asked to Teave the Garro ﬁduse evidently because
she kicked Elena's cat. 819/ A notation on the memo says
that LICOOkIE/L never regainedjqontadt with Elena Garro
de Paz..820/ | |

The LICOOKIE memo was not inserted in either the
Elena Garro or Lee Harvey Oswald "p" 821/ (persona11ty)
file but in a local leftist and Cuban prOJect file. The
Committee learned about the memo from Wx-7241, a chfono-
logical history of the Oswald case prepared by Raymond'.
Rocca for the CIA in 1967. The memo was foqhd in Decem-
ber, 1965 by Stanley Watson. .A marginal notation on
Wx7241 says, "Why was this nbt sent to Headquarters’" 323/
The Committee has beewm able &o_determlne that the memo

was forwarded to Headquarters shortly thereafter.

2. Qctober 12, 1964 G’A"Meﬂo for the Record

On Qctober 1312, 1965 *ne CIA Maxico Titv Station's

™

Chief of Covert Action, Jim F!annery. wWrote a memo for

L]
LW
It
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her story to Eunice Odio. 824/
The Committee has not been able to determine if
Elena Garro told Ms. Odio -the. story personally or if
Ms. Cobb related the story to Ms. Od1o who re]ayed it to
"Tichborn." 825/
The'stofy is not as detéi]ed as the 10/5/64 ver-
| sion. There is' no mention of‘Deba Garro Guerrero Galvan.
The story, perhaps because it‘is third hand, differs

from the previous story in twbuareaS:'It states that

i
(9

3
.l

the party was at the Cuban Embassy; as opposed to Ruben
Duran's; and that Elena ta1kedyto a Cubdan Embassy offi-
cial instead of her cousins abdut-the three Americaﬁ;.
Attached to the memo was a note from Flannery to
the Chief of Station, winston_$cdtt, which read, "Do you
- want me to send the gist of tﬁis to Headquarters?" Scott
then noted that tha memo shoul# be filed. 826/ The file
indications show that the memqfwent into the Oswald “"pP*

file and the Elena Garro "P" file. 827/

3. November 24, 1964 CIA Informant Resort

Sn Novemder 24, 1353 2 Zentral Intel llgence Agency

agent 323/ rauafted infernatisn 329/ derivad ‘*or an asset,

"LICHART T ™ 832/. e ageni zsserted that uqe Cobb was’

R
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an "American Communist" who rented a room from Elena
‘Garro. 831/ In addition, theviﬁformant claimed that
ETena had also told her story ib an American official
at the Embassy, who claimed to-répresent the Warren Com-
nission. 832/ The Chief of Station noted that he had
asked LICHANT/]tto pursue the:Story 833/ but there is
no indication that the Chief of Station followed through
with the request. 834/ o

4. November 24, 1964 EIéna_Gaer meeting with

Mexico City Legal Attaché"officers

P

Elena and her daughtef'repdried their story to the
- Mexico City Legal Attache on November 24, 1964. 835/
(The Legal Attache in 1964 was Clark Anderson.) They
recounted the same story previbusly given to June Cobb
Sharp #n October 1964. 836/ Eiena gave the date of the
party as September 30, Oétober,1 or October 2, 1963. 837/
The agent who wrote the report_gggj.noted that Lee Harvey:
Cswald couTd not have deen idéﬁtical with the American 839/
ailegeély chserved by WNrs. ?aifat the narty 17 this party
were Geid ;n‘the_gvening of ngcbeb i or October 2, 13963. 840/

Tlen2 was guesiioned regarding the identity of

o%kar sersoas xttandiag £he party at the Ruben Durae home
Classification: ____ B, “y
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who might have been in a position to observe the three
Americans: 841/ Elena stated;that in the course of
| the party her daughte;Amet a yqnng man named "Aiejandro"
at the party and danced with.him; 842/ He was apparently
quite smitten with the daughtgf‘and tried to call her
" on éeveralvoccaéions’d?ter the barty. 843/ The daughter
did not take the calls and as_g,result “Alejandro" wrote
several letters to the daughter. 844/ Ms. Garro exhibited
two of the letters, as well as a business card which
"identified the young man as Ario Alejandro Lavagnini
Stenius. 845/ |
The letter which Ms. Garro said was the firsf/
“written by the young man to her daughter bore the date
September 1, 1963 and the Mexico City Post Office post-
mark dated September 2, 1963. 846/ When this was poiﬁtéd
out to Ms. Garro she commentedtthat the Communists pro-
bably had facilities for fa?s{f&ing postmarks. 847/
! To investigate Ms. Garr&‘s story further, repréf
- sentatives from the Legal Attécﬁe's office interviewed
| Ario Aledfardro Lavagn1n1 Stenius con November 27, 1964. 848/
‘ tavagnini re"a?lwe hat there ware app"ox1matelj th1rty

ceople at Ruben LJ?&“' sar t/_ few of whom he knew. 849/

He recalled hawing met a 4°x*cau g1r1 aho had recent1y
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returned from 11v1ng in France. 850/ He was unable to
fix the date of the party but -felt it was probab]y early
in September because of a heavy rain which occurred as they
were leaving the pafty about 2'00 a.m. 851/

Lavagn1n1 said that no Amer1cans were present at
this party. 852/ He was fam1]1ar W1th ‘the phys1ca1 de-
scr1pt1on of Lee Harvey Oswa1d because of publicity fo]-'
]ow1ng the assassination of Pres1dent Kennedy, but other-
wise had no knowledge of him and had never seen him except
for news photographs following the assassination. 853/

| Lavagnini was the only person interviewed by
the Legal Attache representatiﬁes-who attended part;es at
the Duran house in the Seﬁtemeer-0ctober time frame.

There is no indication in the FBI document that
this information was given toethe Central Ihte]]igence’

Agency's Mexico City Station.-854/

5. Charles Thomas' first meeting with E{ena Garro

where Lee Harvey Oswald is discussed

On 12/10/65, Charles ThOmas, a political officer
at the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum abou* a con-

versation w1th E]ena Garro de Paz. 855/ The meeting
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tioned knowing Oswald. 857/  Thomas noted that she was
reluctant to talk but did. 858/

Elena's story reported:here is the same as that
given in the LICOOKIE memo dafgd'10/5/64, but with more
details. She4said.that Generél Jose Jesus Clark Flores
{4 friend of Ruben Durén's), §i1via Duran, Eusebio Azcue,
Emilio Carballido (a pro-Communist wr{ter-friend of the
Durans), and a Latin American Negro man with red hair
(unidentified) were at the pafty. §§gj A marginal com-
ment by this entry in Wx-724717 says,,"How did E]ena know

xabout a red-haired Negro?“ 860/ Elena also told Thomas
that she had later learned that "Silvia Duran had béen
Oswald's mistress while he waS'there.“ 861/ A note by

this entry in Wx-7241 says, "How did Elena Garro know

about Silvia being the mistress of Oswald? This is 1965."

862/ The Mexico City Station did not hear about the
Oswaid-Duran "affair" until July 1967 when a CIA asset,
LIRING/3, reported it..863/ '

Elena told Thomas that she and her daughter had

gone to the Cuban Embassy on November 23, 1963 and shouted

"Assassins™ and other insults at the Embassy employees. 864/

According to Elena, that same'day, a friend,.Manue1 Cai-

villo, whom the Garros tho & re
—. Classification wisie
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Gobernac1on, took her and her daughter to a small hotel
in the center of Mexico City. 865/ Calvillo kept Elena
Garro and her daughter there fof eight days under the pre-
text that they were in dangerﬁof.being harmed physically
by Communists. 866/ Elena ci&imed she told Calvillo
her story and that she wanted to tell it to the American
authorities at the U.S. Embassj, 867/ but that Calville
dissuaded her by tellihg her that the Amefican Embassy

was full of Communist spies. 868/ Elena said that some

2
i

of the other people who had begn at the party were. taken
to Veracruz where they were "p;otéc;edFAby Governor

Lopez Arias. 869/ - She said tﬁﬁt Ruben Duran, reportedly
"protected" by General Clark Flores, was very prosperous
and was driving a big car. §19j1 Elena also claimed

that Ruben Duran told her months after the aésassination
that he was not really a Communist and that killing Ken-
nedy had been a mistake. §11/ 1Ruben Duran cTéimed he
had no reason to tell Elena thét ki1ling Kennedy had been
a mistake since he had no involvement. 872/

Charles Thomas circulated a copy ¢f his memorandum

Y

concarning Elena's allegaticns in the American Embassy
inciuding the Centra] Inteilifénce Agnrcy's Mexico City

Station to aid them in their: 1nvestlgat10n of t., John

D P
X S i f_J 1 1
L 3 g.s);md- ~l_..bs' 3
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F. Kennedy aSsassina;ion. §Z§jr The COS w}ote a note on
the memoﬁ-“ﬁhat'an imaginétionFshe has!?'! Should we
send to}Heédquarters?“ 874/ The Officer replied, on

the memo, "Suggest sending. There have been stories

‘around town about all this, aﬁd Thomas is not the only

person she has‘taTked"to.;.If‘memory serves me, didn't
LICOOKIE refer: to Oswald and:the Tocal Teftists and Cu-
bans in one of her squibs?" §Z§j _

The Mexico City Station cabled the information in
Thomas' 12/10/65 memorandum of coﬁversation to CIA Head-
quarters. 876/ The éable rgpbrted that Elena's story
would be checked with LICHANf/l;,against.the producfion‘

from the Cuban surveillance operation "and other

sources." 877/ Ninston.scottfwfote, next to the routing

indications on the ;able,'FP1ease ask Charles Thomas if
he'11 'follow up.' Get questions from Ann €. §1§j
Please let's discuss. Thanks;“ 879/

After the Décember'10 memorandum of conversation,
Winston Scott 884/ and Nathan Ferris 881/ called Charles
‘Thomas for a meeting. 882/ Tﬁey~asked him to get a more
detailed account. of Ms. Garréﬁs story. 8837 At this
meeting, Ninstbh Scott made it clear that the FBI had

full responsibility for any'fur ther 1nvest1ﬂat*on in the:
Classification: s g
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6. Charles Thomas' Meeting with Elena Garro on

December 25, 1965

Thomas met with Elena aga1n on December 25 1965.

On that date, he wrote a memorandum of conversat1on wh1ch
provided a much more detai]edﬂrestatement of Ms. Garro's
alleged encounter with Lee Haruey Oswald. 885/

Elena admitted that she -had spoken to two men at
the Embassy, "presumably from the Legal Attache's 0f-
fice." 886/ Elena said that.she did not tell them
the complete story because "the-Embassy officers did not
give much cmedence to anyth1ng she and Elenita said." 887/

o

e Shé Stated that the party had been at Ruben Duran's
home. 888#”“

§ge was unclear about the date of the

party. 8& 7;§ﬁe thought it had been a few days before

the Sov1eb~h;fronaut, Gagarin, visited Mexico; she thought
that ‘this would put the party around September 2 or 3,
1963. 890/ She believed- that the party was on a Monday
or Tuesday because it was an odd night for a party. 891/
tlena could not check her ca}ehdar to refresh her memory
at the time of this interview because the calendar was

in a Aesx that nad baen stored away. 892/

Classification: -
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and hiscompahﬁons. 893/ The mqn who she thought was Os-

"and stared a lot at the floor." 895/ One of his com-
panions "was very tall and'siéﬁder and. had long blond
hair and a rather 1ong'protrudfng chin." 896/ The other
companion was qlso tall, with,éhort, light brown hair
and no distinguishing characteristics. 897/ The three
Americans did not dance or mixiwith;the other guests. 898/
Elena saw the same three men dh the street the next
day. 899/ |

Elena was certain that;Eusebio Azcue, Horacio-
Duran, Silvia Duran, Lydia Duran, Deba Guerrero, General
Clark Flores and his mistress, a-doctor from Dalinde Hos-
pital, a young Americén couple who were hoﬁéymooning in
Mexico, and several other peop]e were at the party. 900/

‘ She said that Ricardo Guerra, whom she c1a1med converted

Horatio Duran to Communjsm, aﬁd his wife, Rosario Castel-
lanos, were supposed to be at the party but did not at-.
tend. §01/ “

Eiena alieged that the Eed-haired man and Emilio
Carpballido were‘not at the aér;y that Gswaid'attended

but at another party where Carbaliido and Azcue got into.
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a heated argument about President Kennedy. 902/ "They

came to the conclusion that thé only solution was to
9037 -

ki1l him."™ 904/ Elena was,nof;c]ear on whether this party

was before or after the party’Where_she met Oswald. 905/
ﬁusebio Azcue stated that thiS‘ﬁonversation never
occurred. 906/ - _

E]eha_rqitereated that the incident at the Cuban
Embassy, where she and her daugﬁter shouted “a%sassins,“
etc., at the Embassy emp]oyees; occurred on November 23
at or about 3:00 p.m. 907/ E]éna.and Elenita were driven
to the Cuban Embassy by E]ena‘éAbrotherlwho was embar-
rassed by their behavior. 908/ This occurred before
they had seen photographs of Oﬁwa]d. 909/

Ms. Garro claimed that.later in the qay she and
Elenita were visited by ManueIECa1vi]1o who told them
that they werefn serious danger'from the Communists and
that he would take them to a small hotel, where they
would be safe for a few days..glgjv Elena said she
trusted and believed Calvil]otbetauﬁe he was a3 known
undercover agent for the Mexico Government. 911/ He
was 3also a friend of Noe ?alomares 912/and of President
sustavo Diaz Ordaz. 913/ Calviilo also told Elena and

———

her daughter that Silvia Duran had been arrested. 914/
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Duran's arrest was not public information at that time. 915/
Eiena could not remember the ﬁame of the hotel
so that same day (12/25/65) she took Thomas to the sec-
. . tion of Mexico City where she thbught it was. 916/ They

| found the hotel, the Hotel Vef@ont. 917/ Elena said S Eg
; that she assumed that Ca]vi]]dfhad registered them as rela- '
l tives or friends from San LuisfPotosi. 918/ They stayed ' f%
ét the hotel until the fo]lowing'Friday,'November 30, 1963, Eg
hardly leaving their rooms. 919/
Elena ctaimed that whi]§ she and Elenita were at
the hote1 they saw the photos 6f Oswald and realized

that he had been the man at Ruben Duran s party. 920/

; When Calvillo visited them at the hotel Elena told h1m

that she wanted to report her'étory, which she related

to Calvillo, to the American Embassy. Calvillo, howefef,
. dissuaded her by saying that the American Embassy was
‘ full of Communists. 921/ Elena stated that when she
i returned home, guards were posted outside her house. 922/
Elena alleged that afté; she returned home she
' saw her sister, Deba Guerrero, who had independetly

coma to the conc]us1on that Lep Harvey Oswaid had baen

at RAuben Quran's party. 323/ Ceba was "terr*fled" ba-

giaf . cause approximately two momths after the assassinazioa
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two “Communists" personally warned her never to reveal
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~that she had been to a party with Oswald. 924/ Deba,

consequently, would not accompany Elena to the American
Embassy to tef] her story on Ndvember 24, 1964. 925/
Elena stated that it wéﬁ “common knowledge" that
Silvia had been Oswald's mistréss. 926/ MWhen asked who
cou]dvenifythe,a]]egation, she could only remember one
person who had told her this.‘ggzj Elena claimed that
person was Victor Rico Ga]an,zgggj"a "pro-Castro journa-
Tist." 929/ (See Section VI, A, 2, a, above.) .
Subsequent to December-ZS, 1965, Elena found her
calendar and reconstructed the date of the party as-~
late September and not early September. 930/ When Tho-
mas went to Ferris' office and informed him, Ferris re-
plied that Elena had given the late Septembér date when
she hadroriginally reported'her story at the American
Embassy. 931/ However, Mr. Ferris exp]ained“to Thomas
that someone who had been at the twist party had stated
that there were no Americans there. 932/ WMr. Ferris
did not tell Mr. Thomas that Aris Alejandro Lavagnini
Stenius had provided this intormation in 1364. 933/
Mr. ferris suggested thzt it Wis pot nacessary for Thomas

-

to pursue‘c7éna's a]legatioa sipge ha "ons’derpd the
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/

Oswald case closed and had heard all the rumors before. 93
Thomas forwarded (the §ame day) a copy of his
memorandum to the Central Intei]igehce Agency's Mexico
City Station to aid in its investigation of the John F.
} Kennedy assassfnation. 935/ On the first page of the
memorandum of cbnversation, Winston Scott wrbte,
"Shou]dn't.we send to Headquarters?" Someone responded,
“Of course." 936/
The Mexico City Station sent a'cab1e to Head-
quarters on December 12,_1965;freporting that it was

"following up" and would cable the results. 937/

7. December 27, 1965 Legal Attache Memo to the

United States Ambassador re Elena Garro

On December 27, 1965 Nathan Ferris wrote a memo

‘ to the Ambassador reporting that Elena and héf.daughter

‘ were interviewed on 17 and Zdvﬁovember 1964 by the Legal
Attache's office in Mexico City. 9338/ The memo recorded
that Elena and ner daughter hd& furnished information si-
miiar to the infoermaticn reported <n Thomas' 12/10/65
memo. 333/ Thes memc Turther stated, |

“ingquiries cenducted at that tim

inme ({licvember
; 12627, Rowever, fafi2d %o subsiantizte the
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- allegations made by Mrs: Garro de.u
-and her daughter. In view of the fact
that Mrs. Garro de Paz' allegations
have been previously checked out without
substantiation, no further action is
being taken concerning her recent repeti-
tion of those allegations. 940/
The Legal Attache fofwarded a éopy of the memoran-
. dum to the Central- Inte111gence Agency's Mexico City
Station 941/ prior to 12/29/65 942/
A cable wr1tten by Anne Goodpasture on December
A29, 1965 reporting the Legat iﬁtervieW'with ETlena and
the Legat Office's failure toﬂ;ubStantiate é]ena's story
was sent to Headquarters. ggg/ fhe4cab]e promised to
keep Headquarters advised if any further informatiom
was to developed. 944/ | |
LICOOKIE's 10/5/64 memo is attached to the 12/29/65
cable. Wx-7241 expiained this in a marginai comment,v”This
| document by LICCOKIE was not ih (Oswald's file), but
was copied from {a prcject file) and attacheﬁ to MEXI
9741, 29 Dec. 55." 946/
A notestapled to this cable by Allen White stafed,
“1 don't know what FEI did in November 7964, but theg
aarras have been tzlking abouf this T2r & long time
and she is sgiﬁ.ﬁa d2 extremei .

¥ beignt." 3477 Apne So00d-

Elerz's allegations

=
3
fa.
(]}

nasture wrote that the F3I Aad fo

2050225

1 - T .. fazsitied by derivation:

S,

R
2



A— Ay A ATREy’ ARy ANERY ARy

Classification:

(This form is to be Gsed for material extracted
from ClA—-controlled documents] (I\f!a ﬁ?mﬁ Yo )

- 223 -~
unsubstantiated but that "we wi]l try to confirm or
refute Ms. Garro de Paz' information and follow up." 948/

Win Scott wrote, "She is also 'nuts. ' 949/

8. CIA Investigation of Elena's allegation that

she created a distufbance at the Cuban Embassy

on November 23, 1963

On February 3, 1966, Anne Goodpasture forwarded
Thomas' DecemberFZS, 1965 memoﬁto the Cuban section at

the Mexico City Station with an attached note asking

the Section to check whether E1Ena'was "seen creating

such a disturbance as they c]éjmed in front of the Cuban

Embassy." 950/

.

One Cuban section offi;er responded,."No bells

. ring with me." Another one wrote, “Me neither." The

third officer wrote, "Nc ozctures either.” 851/ There is no 1nd1ca

| tion, after reviewing £IA €11e=, that the penetratzon-agents in
| the Cuban Embassy wera queried about Elena's ailegation: 952/ That
there are no pictures Jis reasehable since Elena claimed

that the event happenad: 1} on a Saturday at 2:00 p.m.

when the Cuban Zzbzssy was a9t normally phctographically

P ettt

surveilied; €33/ an<d Z) the ‘disturtance" occurrad in-

%- ' % 7

[  side the Cudam compound. #STA exzmination ¢f the CIA
5 | Ct
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- Cuban Embassy‘phptographic surveillance showed no sur-
veillance on 11/23/63. 954/ Tﬁe Committee found that

Central Intelligence Agency made no other effort to

- corroborate Ms. Garro's a]]egatfdns;

9. Legal Attache.2123/66 Memo to the United States

Ambassador Regarding Elena Garro's Allegations

On 2/23/66 the Legal Attéche wrote a memo to the
Ambassador reporting that "exfehsive investigation"
failed to disclose that Oswa]d,had traveled to Mexico
prior to -September 26, 1963'anafthat no information had

developed that would show that he had .not been in New

Orleans in the early part of thét month. 955/ . The memo

| reiterated that no further action was being .taken by

- the FBI because Elena‘s allegations had not been substan-

tiated by it. 956/ The Legal Attache forwarded a copy

- of this memo to the Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico

City Station. 957/ A marginal comment made by Raymond

20cca next to this entry in Wx-7241 says, “How can it

- b2 z2scertained that Cswald did not travel to Mexico

P Yo Tt
SELNAET

srior tc eariy September 19637 There must be scme basis
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lena‘s reporting.” 258y
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10. Legal Attache Memo fp Winston Scott re Elena's
Allegation that She ‘Had Stayed at the Hote]

Vermont from the Day After the ASSassihat%on

Until November 30, 1963

On ]0/13)66, the Legal Attache wrote a memb to.
N1n Scott report1ng that a re]lable confidential infor-
mant had reported that the records of the Hotel Vermont
disclosed that one "Elena Paz,_housew1fe from San Luis
Potosi," had regis?ered at theiHotel Vermont on November
23, 1963. 959/ She Teft on November 30, 1963. 950/ )
The memo said, "Thg above individual may or may not/be
identical with Elena Garro de.?az.“ 961/ The House Se-
lect Committee on Assassinatibns has been unable to deter-
mine why the Centra?l Inte]iigénce Agency and the Federal
dureau of Investigations wawted until 1966 to 1nvest1gate
this aspect of Elena's story

Charles Thomas*‘ 12/25/85 memo stating "She and
her daughter did not persomal?y register at the hotel.
She i=inks Caivilloe registered them as relatives or
frigads of his from Sam Luis ?ptosi," corrotorates

£lena 3arro's presence at the Hotel Vermont. 962/ The
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entry for the 10/13/66 Legat memo in Wx-7241 bore the
notation, "This is what E]enavc]aimed and no one _would

believe her." 963/

11. :.Charles Thomas' September 30, 1969 Letter to

State Department and Legal Attache's Response

A
No further report on Elena's story was generated

~until 1969 when Charles ThomaS[was “selected out" of the

United States Foreign Serviceifggi/‘ At that tiﬁe, he
wrote a memorandum to the Secretary off State which in-
cluded a cover letter stating;_"Since I was the Embassy
Officer in Mexico who acquired%this infe]]igence in?;rma-
tion, I feel a résponsibi1ityffor seeing it through to
its final evaluation.” 965/ |

Charles Thomas' membrandum stated that "he got
no reaction from Nathan Ferris and Winston Scott" regard-
ing his memorandum of December 25, 1965. 966/ In addi-
tion, Thomas wrote that the only person to speakhto him
about the Oecember 25, 1965 ﬁemorandum, Clarence Boon-
stra 367/ told him that Oswalﬁ*had not been in Mexico
on the date gi#en for the party. 968/ Thomas aoted tnat

aven whan hefreiterateg th at E]ena nad not changed her

< ;"«ﬁ
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story but-rather that she had nbw given a more deta{led
account,»Eoonstra stated that the date was wrong and dis-
misséd'the entire affair. 969/

. One of the Mexico City‘Légat'OffiCErs, Nathan
Ferris, in repiy to Thomas' letter and.memorandum, asserted
that Thomas' office had'been advised by memoranda dated _
becember 27, 1965 and February 23, 1966 that since E]éna
Gérro's allegations had previously been investigated
withéut substantiation, no furfher attion was being taken
concerningAher recent repetitidn of those allegations. 970/
In its report,the Legat's Office concluded that either
the Counselor for Political Affairs did not route tﬁ;
memoranda to Charles Thomas or that'Thomas did not re-

call receiving them. 971/

Thomas wrote that when he went to Nathan Ferris'

office to inform him that Elena had found her.calendar 9723/
and had reconstructed the datéxof the party as late

September, Ferris replied tha£ £Tena had given the late

i September date when she had originally reporfed her story

at the American Embassy. 972/ :fhomas noted that Ferris
explained that sameone who had:beea at the party had

stated that there.had'not beeh"any Americans in attendance. 573/

j Thomas wrota thai he had assumed that Elsna could have
écgns;. " Classification: ______ 240
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clearly been mistaken about thé'idéntity of the Ameri-

- can she saw there, but never doﬁbted that ;he had seen
some Americans. 974/ Thomas wfbte that Ferris had sug-
gested that it was not necessaryvfoh Thomas to pursue
the matter since he considered the-Oswé]d case closed
and had heard ai] the rumors before. 975/

The Lega1 Attache's rep]y to Thomas' mémo stated
that Mr. Ferris had not told Thomas that someone who was
at the party had stated that there had not been any Ameri-

Acans present. 976/ The Legal AttaChe's memo asserted
that Thomas had been told that ft would not be necesiary

| for him to pursue the matter any further since Elena's

- story had been inVestigated previously withouf being

substantiated. 977/ 1In addition, the memo stated that

| Thomas had been told that Elena's story ﬁas considered

a closed issue, not that the Oswald case was closed. 978/

- 12. House Select Committee on Assassinationfs

Investigation of Elena Garro’'s Allegations

The douse Select Committes on Assassinations in-
—~ vestigated Elzna Garro's story both through file reviews

and personraj iaterviews. _ The Committee requested and

p S .. Y z P . 4-', : . a i
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reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State Department's files

‘on Elena Garro de Paz, E]énita_Garro de Paz, Manuel Calviilo,

Noe W. Palomares, June Cobb Sﬁarp, Victor Rico Galan,
Eunice 0dio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia Duran, Ruben Duran, Betty
Serratos, Horatio Duran, Eusebio Aicue; and Emilio Car-
ballido. Only the Elena Garro'de Paz file contained in-

formation on her allegations. Though all the names listed

above played a role in Elena Garro de Paz' story, not one

of their files included a reference to Elena Garro de Paz,

Furthermore, the House Select Committee on'Assassina—
tions requested and reviewed tﬁe»Centrql Intelligence
Agency's LICOOKIE/1, LICHANT/1, LIRING/3, and TICHBORN
files. Once again, not one 6? the files included a men-
tion of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations learned that LICOOKIE/1, who first
reported to the CIA Elena's allegation, was June Cobb
Sharp.979/ . [ ‘hone | J
Manuel Calvillo who had hidden Elena Garro and her daughter
in a hotel the day following'ihe assassiration. 9890/
He also told Elena that Silvia Duran had been arrestad
beforg this féct had become public knowledge. gs81/

Since a Tile review was inconciusife.-the Committae
arranged'jntefviews in Mexico with Ruben Duras, Horatis
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Duran, Elena ath]énitaGarro,,Si]via Duran, Lynn Duran,
Emilio Carbillido and Betty Serratos. 982/ The Mexican
Government informed the House_Select Committee on Assassina-
tions that Elena and E]enita'Gérro disappeared in 1968
during the student upfisings»apd have never returned to

Mexico. 983/ The officials stated that Elena and her

daughter might be in Spain. 984/ The Mexican government

reported that Emilio Carballido could not be found. 985/.
The others were interviewed between June 1 and June 6,
1978. 986/

Betty Serratos, Lydia Duran, Ruben Duran and~
Horqtio Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing
type and therefore did not attend any of the twist parties
at the Duran homes. 987/ ‘When Silvia Duran was asked if
Elena or Elenita Garro éver attended twist parties at the
Duran homes, she recalled Elena attending one twist party
at Ruben's homé 1n 1963 after the Garros returned to Mexico
from France. 988/ All the Durans denied that Lee Harvey
Oswald had attended zny party'at ong of their homes. 989/

The Committee next asked the Central Intalligence
Agency to arrange interview;{with{ ‘éYﬁP*) Saux e
LiCOCKIE/T (Jﬁne Cobb), who may have nad information related

to Lee Harvey Cswald‘s zrip to Mexico City. 334/ Thae
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Central Intelligence Agency déc1ined to aid the.Committee
in this agpect of the investigation. 991/

The Committee returned to Mexico City on August 7,
1978 and attempted to locate June Cobb Sharp and Manuel
Calvillo on its own. 992/ | |

The Mexican Qovernment'to1d the Committee that
June Cobb'SharR received a todrist permit, number 72781,
on June 27, 1947 when she ente;ed Mexico through Nuevo
Lardeo. She asked, but was denied,vpermission to fépre-

sent the magazine, Modern Mexico. On June 21, 1948, she

received a coutesy permiet, number 25556. Furthermore,
the Mexican government explained that she disappeared in
1954 and never returned to Mexico. 993/ |

The Committee believes that this information is
incorrect.. According to Ms; Cobb's CIA fiie, she worked
for the agency as an-asset in Mexico from 1961 through
1966. 994/ Elena also stated that Ms. Cobb fesided'at
her home in 1964. 995/

The Mexican govermment told the Committea that

Maauel Calvillo did rnot live at Cuchtemoc 877-5 as the

-l

(4¢)

gmm:ifee had informed it. Tha Mexican GSovernment's

<03
[{e~}

ant-in-charge had spcken o the superintandert at tae

[8Y]

seriments at which Manuel Catvillo was beliaved tgo reside,
. wse . B
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and was informed by the superfntendent who had worked
at the apartments for twenty-five years, said_thaf no
Manuel Calvillo had ever resided there. When Committee

staffers gave the Mexican goVérnment Calvillo's pen

name, the Mexicans gave the same answers 996/

The Committee be]leves that there is a possibility

that Mr. Ca1v1110 Tived at th1s address Since 1t acquired

~.the address from a recent CIA document 997/

The Committee believes . that there is a possibility
that a U.S. Government agency:fequested the Mexican govern-
ment to refrain from aiding tﬁe Committee with this aspect
of its work. 998/ (See Procedural Write-up Trip 2 Mexico
City and Section VII, ¢, below.)

The Committee made every attempt possjb]e to locate
Elena. On July 7, 1978 the Committee telephoned her pub-
lisher, Mortiz, in Mexico Ci ty and inquired about Elena's
whereabouts. 999/ The gubl.sher stated that Ms. Garro
was living in the Hotel S.A.C.E. in Madrid, Spain. 1000/
The Compittee telephoned the Hotel S.A.C.E. in Spain and
spoke to the manager who told him that Ms. Garro had

moved. 1091/ Jn July 13, 1378 ehe Committee called her

¢t

sutiishar again and was tetd 20 cantac: the Maxican tmbassy
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in Madrid, Spain. 1002/ The publisher stated that all

D G . N

Elena's bayments were sent thefe because she did not
even trust her publisher with her address.,lgggj

The Committee called the Mexican Embassy in
Madrid, Spain and spoke to Adolfo Padilla, a Mexican em-

p1dyee‘of the Embassy who stated that when Elena had

D7

visited the Embassy a couple of weeks before to'pick up
a check she seemed financially destitute. 1004/ He

stated that when he asked E1ena her new address she

;dec]1ned to give one, stating that she would " return every

few weeks to pick up checks and mail. 1005/ ~The Commit-

tee gave Padilla a telephone number and a message asking

Elena to telephone the Committee collect. 1006/

| On September 5, 1978 Elena Garro called the Commit-

tee. 18007/ When it was-exp]ained that the Committee wished

to talk to ner in person and would pay both her daughter's

and her travel from Spain to the United States, Ms. Girro

o asked why she should believe the Committee was what it o
3 claimed to 5a. 1008/ The Committee asked Ms. Garro to ' é
call back collect in the nex:i faw days wnen it could ex- | -

plain to ner whes and where she could receive a Committee

ot

letter celin2azing why the Committea wished to interview

3

nd made arrange-

j}_? her. $8409/ Tz Cemmitiece Wrote the lette

4 Cla SSit.ucij_icn:.
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ments with the State Department for a letter to be hand-
delivered to Elena at the American Embassy in Spain. 1010/

On September 7, 1978, Elena Garro called the Com-

mittee and asked when the letter would arrive. 1011/

The,@ommittee exﬂ]ained that she could pick up the letter

on Moqday,.September 11, 1978 from George Phelan, the
Counsellor for Consular Affairs at the American Embas-
sy. 1012/ Ms. Garro stated that she would get the letter
on September 11, 1978 and follow our suggestions. f013/

. Ms. Garro never went to the American Embassy in

Spa1n to pick up the Committee's letter. 10]4/ The

Committee, hoping she would pick up the letter before
her flight date, proceeded to purchase air tfckets for
both Elena and her daughter. 1015/ Elena did not pick
up the tickets at the aifpoft. 1016/ The Committee has
not been abie to regain cbntact_with Ms. de Paz aéain.
The Committee also investigatedwhhether Charles
Thomas' “selection out was related to the Oswald case.
After interviewing his widow, Ms. Cynthia Thomas, the
Committee has conciuded that his dismissal was unre-

tated. 1217/

In sum, the wWouse Select Committ=2e on Assassinations

has not been 3ble %9 coafirm the evidence that would indi-
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cate that Lee Harvey Oswald, on one night while he was
in Mexico, attended a "twist party" at the home of Ruben

Duran Navarro, the brother-in-law of Silvia Duran. 'In

TEE WA

.addition, the House Select Committee on Assassinations
has been unable to cohfirm,the allegation that Lee Hafvey
Oswald travelled while in Mexico City with "two beatnik-
looking boys." A large part of the Comhittee's attempts

to investigate these issues has met with frustration.

~

Ny
)

‘n
:h.-‘

D,’Oscar'antreras Lartigue

On March 16, 1967, B. J. Ruy]é, the American Consul
in Tampiéo, reported to the American Embassy that he had
spoken to a reporter who allegedly had met Lee Harvey Oswa]d'
At~ the National Autonomous University of Mexico C1ty 1018/
in 1963 1019/ The reporter, stressing that he had only
a fleeting contact with Oswald, had claimed to have known
only about Lee Harvey Oswald's desire‘}o travel to Cuba
and the Embassy's unwillingness to grant him a visa. 1020/
Khen B. J. Ruyle asked the reporter for permfssion to
cabie the gtoryAto‘the American Embassy, the reporter
declined,stating that he fearad losing nis job. 1021/
Subs2gquent to the assassination, the reporter had told

ais e01tor about nis conzact with ‘ee Harvey QOswald, who

20001243 Ceassmcahcn- ;
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had advised him not to report it. 1022/ The reporter
granted B. J. Ruyle permissfoh to cable the story to
the American Embassy when Ruyle promised that it would
be. handled with tﬁe strictest confidence. 1023/ Ruyle
wrote that he thought the reporter was genuinely con-
cerhed-about his job. 1024/

A Tetter from.B. J. Ruyle to the State Department
dated May 11, 1967 provided addftiona] details of the
reporter's story. 1025/ The reporter alleged that he
and some.-fellow’ students had met Lee Harvey Oswald as .
they exited the Cineclub at the Escuela de Filosofia

(Schoo] of Phi]osophy) at the National Autonoﬁous‘Univer-'

sity of Mexico. 1026/ Oswald told the group that he‘had
gone to the National Autonomous University of Mexico
]ook1ng for pro-Castro students who might help him per-
suade the Cuban Embassy to grant him a visa. 1027/

~ Oswald CIaimed that he was from California and was a mem-

ber of a pro-Castro group in New Orleans. 1028/ Oswald
remained with the students the rest of that day and even- o ég
ing, as well as‘bho following day. 1029/ The reporter

described Oswald as a strange and introverted individual

who spoke very 1ittle Spanish. 1030/

. SSIF'H" e ) TR TS 3359
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The State Department forwarded a copy of Ruyle's

letter to the Central Inte111gence Agency. 1031/ On

June 14, 1967, CIA Headquarters sent the Mexico City Sta-

tion a copy of Ruyle's letter to Bowles. 1032/ CIA

Headquarters considered Ruyle's report “the first piece

of substantive info about Oswald's'sojourn in Mexico"

since the assassination. 1033/ Consequent]y, Headquarters.
cabled that though it understood the source's reluctance

to become involved "the fact remains that this info.

‘cannot. continue fe~be:wftﬁﬁeid'or COhéeaTed;"‘]034/"

Headquarters instructed the Mexico City Station to eli-
cit the identity of the source from RuyTe. -1035/ In
addltlon, Headquarters asked the Mexico Clty Stat1on to

bear in mind, while 1nterv1ew1ng Ruyle's source, that

Lee Harvey Oswald was a homosexual. 1036/ The final

sentence of the dispatch, "It is our hgpe that the facts
obtained through these interviews will help to confirm
that several of Garrison's allegatiohs about involvement
of anti¥Castro Cubans, the CIA, etc. are false," 1037/
explained the Central Intelligence Agency's motives for
pursuiang the story. | '

On Jupre 29, 1967, the Mexico City Station cab]ed

489
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Headquarters that a station officer had gone to Tampico

where he had interviewed Ruyle's source, Oscar Contreras. 1038/

——

. W W,

The cable reported that Contreras was a reporter for

‘law at the National Autonomous‘University of Mexico

thirty years old; married, with three children; studigd

(UNAM) from 1960 to 1964; belonged to a pro-Castro group
at UNAM; was persecuted by the Mexican police for this

affiliation and moved to Tampicd to’éscape the persecu-

0
i,
riie

tion 1040/. B

| Contreras told the Mexico City Station official
that he and four other individua]s 1041/ had met Oswald

as they exited a roﬁndtab1e discussion held at the School
of Phiiosophy at UNAM. 1042/ .Contreras stated that Oswald
had made inquiries on the UNAM campus about pro- -Cuban
groups,and had been d1rected to his gpoup. 1043/ Cpn-
treras reported that though the group }nifially,mistrusted

Oswald fearing he was a "CIA provocation," they allowed

Oswald to remain with them that day and night and part

of the fo]]owing day. 1044/ Contreras noted that Oswald

never mentioned assassination but kept emphasizing <that

he had to get to Cuba. 1045/ In addition, Oswald had

tendencies while he was with the -

exhibited no homosexuai
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group. 1046/

On July 4, 1967, Headquarters cabled the Mexico
City Station that Contreras’ story should be explored

to the fullest even though he might have fabricated it. 1047/

Headquarters suggested that the FBI handle the story. 1048/

The fOIIOW1ng day, July 5, 1967, the Mexico City Stat1;n
cabled that it preferred turning Contreras' case over to
the Mexican authorities and to the F.B.I. 1049/ The
same day, the Chief of Station informed the Legat of Con-
trerasf story, but asked h1m not. to ‘take ‘any action with-
out first consu1t1ng the Mex1co City Station. 1050/

On July 10, 1967, Jeremy K. Benedum (“JKB") Wwrote
a memo delineating the resu]ts of a Mexican government
review of Oscar Contreras file. 1051/ According to a
meﬁo, a lone Oscar Contréras appearéd in the UNAM law
school records, Oscar Confreras_Lartigue; born 2/14/39
in Ciudad Victoria, Tamaulipas. 1052/ ‘%he memo also re-
ported that a newspaper article appearing in "Excelsior"
Tisted an Oscar Contreras as a signer of a protest for
the Bloque Estudiadti! Revclucionario 1053/ which nad

been formed mid-1961. 1984/ The memo speculated that

Contreras probably signed =ne arotest as a frent man to

protect the real leadars of the group. 1056/ The Maxico
Classification:
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> City Station cabled the information to Headquarters: the
following day, June 11, 1969. 1056/
The Committee has determined that the Central In-

“telligence Agency's main interest in"Oscar Contreras

'.about 1nvo]vement of anti- Castro Cubans, the CIA, etc.

are false." 1057/ After the CIA Mexico City Station

wa s."to confirm that several of Garrison's allegations _/ ' €§
official's interview with Contreras 1058/ revealed Eg
nothing that could be usefui to the agency,‘it decided Eé

to allow the FBI to follow the story through. 1059/ -

Nonetheless, the Agency's Mexico City Station inter-

viewed the key witness, reviewed pertinent files and

records about the witness in the Mexican government's

i,

posseSSion, and reported all the information to Head-

quarters expéditiously.

VII. Anaiysis of Lee Harvey Oswald's Activities in

R

Mexico City

A. Iatroduction

a

After the ¥arren femmissicn pudlished its rengrt

two very important aivegztiors relatad +5 taa darvey QOs-

waid’s activities in Taxicy Iity came o the attention of

the Yaited Statass irvestigesive agancies. In 1964, Elena
Cmssrzzcdmn. ' -
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Garro de Paz reported that she had seen Lee Harvey Oswald,

Ruben Duran Navarro, the brother-in-law of Silvia Duran. 1060/

In 1967, Oscar Contreras Lartigue reported: that he met

accompanied by two other.men, ét'a party at the home of Eg

Lee Harvey Oswald on the campus of the National Autono- E’

moﬁs UniVersity of Mexico. 1061/ : -
In addition, the testimony of the Warren Commission's

primary witness related to Mexico City, Silvia Tirado Eg

Duran, has been called into question by the critics .

phfoughout-the‘ye§r§.»1g§g/_‘Some of the information . - ﬁgﬁm

that is ihconsistent with Ms. Duran'sjorigina] story-- |

that Oswald visﬁted the Consulate on two occasions which.

were the only times she saw him--was avai1a51e at the

time of the Warren Commission's inquiry although it was

ignoréd. 1663/ Some of the information has developed

T%QS - The Garro and Contreras atlegations, in conjunction

with the inconsistencies cf Ms. Duran's story rajse three ma-
Jor ques%iom&: {L)Y did Lee Harvey Oswald or an imposter

visit the Luban Cuqsulatn in Mexico City?; (2) other

than nis visits to the Cfubas Conseiate, what were Lee Har-

vey Oswald's activities in Mexicc £ity?; and, (2) was

after the publication of'the Warren ReportQ 1064/ Eg

Lee Hirvay §xwzld travelifmg sicne ia Mexico? These - {
- Classificgtiens . - - = .- .
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three questions overlap somewhat in detail; e.g., if Os-
wald was not traveling alone, did one of his companions
impersonate him at the Cuban Consulate? Nonetheless,

each of the three questions will be dea]t_with in separate

sections below.

In.ah attémpt to answer these questions the House
Select Committee on Assassinations has: 1) interviewed
Mexican 1065/ and Cuban citizens 1066/ who could have

know]edge of Oswald's v151ts to the Cuban Consu]ate,

2). 1nterv1ewed Mex1can citizens 1067/ who could have know-

ledge of Oswald S activities and associations in Mexico
City; 3) conducted an extensive review-of the files of

the Central Infe]]igence Agency and the Federal Bureau

of Inyéstigatfon that pertain to Oswaia's sojourn in

Mexico City. 1068/

B. Did Lee Harvey Oswald or an Imposter Contact

the Cuban and Soviet Consulates in Mexico City?

tee Harvey Oswald aimself probably visited the Cuban
Consulate at least once since his application for a Cuban

instransit visa bears his signatare. 1069/ though the

Cuban Consulate allowed visa agpiicants_to take b’an<

Classifi=d by derivation:
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applications out of the Consu]ate to be returned when
comp[gted 1070/ S1]v1a Duran stated she was certa1n that
Oswald signed the application in her presence. 1071/ 0s-
wald's signature on the Cuban visa appiicatioﬁ, however,
does-ﬁot by itself rule out the possibility that someone
imﬁergonated Oswald in contacts with the Cuban and Soviet
Embassies.

| An anaiysiS-of.the telephone conversafions which

the CIA's Mexico City Station intercepted by tapping the

- Soviet COnSuTate7and”thef$oviet Mi]ifary:Attdéhe's tele-

_—-.—~-~~~‘v

phone reveals that someone, later 1dent1f1ed by the CIA as Oswa]d

visited the Cuban- Consu]ate at Teast two times and the
Soviet Consulate at least three times. 1072/  On Septem-
ber 27, 1963, at 4:05 p m. Silvia Duran called the Soviet
Consulate. In thlS conversation she referred to an Ameri-
can seeking an lntransit visa to Cuba. 1073/ The substan-
tive information given indicates that ;he was discussing -
Oswald. 1074/ At this time the individual using Oswald's
name already had been at the Soviet Embassy at least once,
sincg Silvia requestedthename of the Soviet Embassy offi-
ctal who dealt with the American. 1075/ silvia also |
stated that zhe American was, at that time, in the Cuban

Consulate. 1075/ At 3:26 p.m. a Sov1et Consular official
Cfuss:f:wﬂon:\\' el il
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returned Si]via Duran's call. 1077/ This official sta-

ted specifically that Oswald had visited the Soviet Con-
sulate. 1078/

On September 28, 1963, at 11:51 a.m. Silvia Duran

ca11ed the Soviet Consulate. 1079/ She put the American,

]ater identified as Oswa]d, on the telephone. 1080/ The.

Amer1can, who was at the Cuban Consulate at the time,

said that he had just been at the Soviet Consulate. 1081/
The conversation ended with the American stating that he
was return1ng to the. Sov1et Consu]ate. 1082/ R U -

Ana]ys1s of S11v1a Duran S and Euseb1o Azcue s

impersonating him, visited the Cuban Consulate at least
one and poss1b1y two add1t10nal times on September 27,
1363.  Silvia Duran says that Oswald first visited the
Cuban Consu]ate at approximately 11:00 a.m. requesting
an intransit visa to Cuba with Russia as the final de-
stination. 1083/ Ms. Duran sent Oswald to obfain photo-
graphs that he needed for the visa application. 1§84/
Eusebio Avcue recalls that this visit probably occurred
9n the date on the visa application, 9/27/63. 1035/

Ms. Duran alss stated that Oswald retirned at ap-

proximately 1:00 p.m. with four photographs. 1086/ Fusebio

C!ass?fi;aiipn: e o 497

testimony would tend to indicate that Ogﬂeld,_ornsomeone_ _ Es
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Azcue also stated that the 1nd1v1dua] later 1dent1f1ed

- as Oswald returned to the Cuban Consulate about 1:00 p.m.

w1th the photographs probably on "the date that appears

on the application, that is to say on the 27th " 1087/

The Committee belijeves that there is a poss1b111ty that

the argument between Azcue and the individual occurred

dur1ng this visit. 1088/

Ms. Duran stated that Oswald's third and 1ast

visit occurred in the late afternoon after. worktng hours

on the 27th. 1089/ Th1s v1s1t is- conflrmed by the CIA s

tap on the Sov1et Consu]ate. 1090/

In add1t1on to the alleged Oswald v1s1ts to the

Consulates, there were other telephonic contacts that may

have been between Oswald, or an imposter, and the Consuy-

lates. 1091/ Several deta1ls about Oswald's v1s1ts to
the Cuban Consulate, and telephonic contacts with both
Consulates suggest that the 1nd1v1dua1

have been Oswald. _

1nvo]ved may not .

Silvia Duran's description of Oswald did not re-

semble Oswald’'s true Physicai appearance. 1092/ This

description, whlch appeared early in the reporting of in-

formation obtained from Ms. Duran was deleted from subse-

guent reports and was nct at all mentioned in the Warren

2 "fea 3 Clczssxj;c‘agon =g _
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Report. 1093/ (See Section Vs, C, for details. ) Eusebio

Azcue's description of Oswald was similar.to Silvia

Duran's, but more detailed. 1094/ Perhaps the most re-

‘markable thing about these descriptions is their s1m1-

]arlty to Elena Garra de Paz* descr1pt1qn of one of Os-

wa]dvs a]]eged companions. 1095/

Another possible indication that an imposter may

a]so have visited the Consulate is the 8/28/63 1ntercepted
conversation. 1096/

or any other. Amer1can v151ted the Cuban Consulate

September 28, 1963. 1097/ 1In 1ight of the CIA intercept.

of that date, Ms. Duran has e1ther lied to the Comm1ttee

or the individual who visited the Consulate on September

Duran, in light of the in-

cons1stenc1es deta11ed 1n Sections V, C and VI, A above,

may not be the most cred1b1e witness, but there are indi-

N
cations that she was truthfu] when she stated that Oswaid

did not visit the Consulate on September 28.
ber 28

The Septem-
s 1963 conversation was linked to Oswald because

of the marginal notations made by the CIA transia= sor on

the»transcrx;t. 1099/ The translator noted on the trans—

cript that the caller spoke "terribie, hardly recognizas

1 i“"-‘?
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Russian." 1100/ On October 1, 1963, a man called the

Soviet Consulate and identified himsé]f as "Lee Os-

wald." 1101/ Thfs man also stated that he had been at ' Ea
‘the Consulate on Saturday, the-28th. 1102/ The transia- -
<tor-noted that this was the same man - who had called tne- gé
Consulate "a day or so qgo" and had spoken in broken>

Russian. 1103/ From this information, and poésib]y a

R Ga R ek ey

voice comparison 1104/, the 9/28 caller was “identified

as Oswald. 1105/ The prob1em with assum1ng that the

1

ca]]er on’ 9/28 and 10/1 was Oswald is that Oswald spoke

f]uent Russian. 1106/ Granted, Ms. Duran's denial of Aﬁ.

%he Saturday visit and the proficiency.of the -caller’s-

Russ1an is not suff1c1ent evidence to conclude that the

0 gy
b

person who visited the Cuban Consulate on Saturday and
who called the Soviet Consu]ate on Saturday and on Octo-

ber lét was an imposter. Yet the information is suffi-

\
\

cient to question the assumption that it was Oswald,

J

and Elena Garro de Paz' a]]egétion.

The Committee notes the possibility., but does not
conclude, that the missing productien from the pu]se_ .
camera and the LILYRIC base has scmathing to do wit tha \ .

i

possibility that someone impersonatea Osw2ld in Mexico.
C!assxf:caﬂon: -

Qﬂfnng

especially in 1ight of Azcue's and Duran's descriptions , Esf
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Three calls that also occurred early on September
27, 1963 may have been by an imposter. At approx1mate]y
10:30 a.m. a man ca]]ed the Soviet Military Attache
looking for a visa .to Odessa and was referred to the So-
viet Consulate. 1108/ At 10:37 a.m. a man called the _
Soviet Consulate and asked for a visa to Odessa. 1109/
He was told to call back at 11:00. 1110/ At 1:25 p.m.

a man called the Soviet Embassy and was told the Consul
:'Wﬁf1é oh1y’fhe’¢a]1ers' requests for a visa to

would_return between 4:00 p.m. .and- 5:00 p.m. that day. g’gﬁ

the HSCA believes that they do fit logically intq a time ig

sequence created by Qhat is known frem testimony and the

electronic intercepts about hfs actions on that day. sg

ForAexampIe, the following is a reesohable possib]e'

chronology of Oswald's actions .on 9/27!53 based on analy-

sis of the available evidence. Oswald‘probably'arrivedd gé

in Mexico around 10:00 a.m. on September 27. 1113/ Bj

1G:30 Oswald had time to arrive at the Hotel del Comercio ’g

and to place a call to the Soviet Military Attache who S
everred him to the Consyul. lilgl- The military attache ' gs |

‘also gave the cailer direciions to the Con sujate. 1115/

§ Russ_i,a 1112/ (Odessa) connect these calls to Oswald,
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During thel10:37'§.m. call to the Consulate, the caller
Tearned that he could contact the Soviéf Consul at 11:00
a.m. 1116/ This done, Oswald then visited the Cuban
‘Consulate where he arrived around 11:00 a.m., on his way

to the Soviet Consulate. This meeting lasted only approxi-
’mately fifteen minutes.’ 1118/ Oswa]d was then sent to

obta1n photographs and to the Russian Embassy to get the
necessary Russian visa. 1119/ Oswald returned to the

Cuban Consulate around 1:00 p.m. 1120/ At this point he
 had‘hfs‘encdhnter“with Azcue and comp]eted h1s app11cat1on.
Oswald realized at this point that he would have problems
obtained the visas. 1122/ After this visit to the Cuban
Consulate, which lasted approximately fifteen minutes 1133/
Oswald tried to contact the Séviet Consul whom Oswald
claimed had assured him that he would have no problems
obtaining a visa. 11;5; .Hence, the 1:25 call. 1125/

During this conversation Oswald leafned that the Consul
would be in that evening batween 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 1l§§/
Oswald returned to ﬁhe Cuban Consulate at 4:00 and Siivia
Duran cailed the Sovist Lornsul cn his bepalf. 11g1/'

Hance, the 4:05 and %2:75 3.m. caifs invelving Duran. 1123/

84t there i5 a areatem with atitribuzing the firss

three.ca?ls‘%ETSepggmber I, 1963 to Oswald. The coaversa-
e r o ) ies‘s % - . i -
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tions are all in Sp%ﬁisﬁ; With the exception of the
29
testimony of Delgada, the evidence indicates that Os-
' ’ 1130/

wald did not speak Spanish.” Hence, either the above

‘detailed calls were not made by Oswald or Oswald could

spéak Spanish.

| There is nbt enough evidence firmly ‘to conc]ud;
that some one did impersonate Oswald in Mexico. On the
other hand, the evidence is of such a nature that thé

possibi]ity-cannpt be dismissed.

C. What were Lee Haf&ey»0§wald‘s“A¢tiVjties'in '

Mexico City?

When the Warren Commission wrote about Lee Harvey

Oswald's activities in Mexico City, it concluded:

~The Commission undertook an intensive investi-
gation to determine Oswald's purpose and acti-
vities on this journey, with specific reference
to reports that Oswald was an agent of the Cuban

or Soviet Governments. As a result of its investi-

gation, the Commission believes that it has been
able to reconstruct and expiain most of Oswald's
actions during this time. :

By Saturday, September 23, 1963, tee Harvey
Oswald nad failed to obtain visas at both
the Cuban and Soviet Embassies. rrom Sunday,
Saptember 29, through ladnesday morning, Octo-
Ser 2, wher he left ¥axico City on a bus dound
fcr the tinited States, Oswald ssent considerable
tize makiag kis trawxal arrangesents, sightseeing
)

and checking again witkz tme Ssviet Embassy to
§ 233

8 .Ec » - "
’)nr{}gr‘ R c* s*’ M ;‘J,t‘_}n. g, el iy we g
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Subsequent to the Warren Commission's Report,

the allegations of Elena Garro 1132/ .and Oscar Contreras

Lartigue 1133/ came to the attention of the United

States 1nvest19at1ve agencies. The main allegation of

‘both these people, that they met Lee Harvey Oswald

in Mexico City, remains to this day without direct corro-

boration. Yet the Committee feels that it cannot dis-

m1ss these a]]egat1ons w1thout g1v1ng them any cons1dera-

t1on

The testlmony of S11v1a Duran and the Cuban Consu-
late 0ff1c1als_ké;de and Mirabal place Oswald's last
contact with the Cuban Embassy on Friday evening, Septem-
ber 27, 1963. 1134/ The tranécripts from the CIA's wire-
taps on the Soviet Consu1at; place Oswald;s Tast visits
to the Soviet and Cuban Consulates on\Saturday morning,
September 28, 1963. 1135/ Oswald's last telephonic

contact with the Soviet Comsulate came on Tuesday, Octo-

ber 1, 1963. 11236/ Cswald®s activities on the days be-

tween September 22 ang October 1 are not c]ear]y_recorded.

The Harren Commission speculated that ne spent most -

of tnis time sightseeing and making travel arrangements.

2000353 Cicss;f.catm
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It is entirely possible that Oswald did spend some of

his time during this weekend sightseeing and making

“his travel arrangements. It is also entire1y possible

_that, after his fai]ure‘td obtain his visas on Saturday}

September 28, that Oswald did not give up completely
‘and did attend a party where he would have come into )
contact with the Cuban Consular officials and later,
sought help from pro- Castro students

It is entirely possible that Ruben Duran had a

:_“tw1st party" on - September 30, or October 1 ]138/ as

3’

E]ena Garro has claimed. Ruben, Horac1o, Lydla and S1]v1a
Duran all admitted that they frequently had tw1st par-
ties in 1963. 1139/ Only Silvia Duran reca]]ed Elena
Garro attending any of the "twist parties"™ at the Durans'
home. 1140/ She reca]fed Elena and E1ena’5'daughteh,
Elenita, attending one twist party at Ruben's home in

1963. 1141/ The other Durans adamant]y denied that Lee

‘ Harvey Oswald had attended a twist party at one of their

homes. 1142¢
Many of the datails of Elena Garro's allegations
tave not been, or cannct be, corroborated. For exampie,

£iena‘'s allegation thzt soma of the people who had hLaen

a— Amm— AR A ANy Sy y - 4
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at the party were taken to Veracruz under the protect1on

of Governor Lopez Arias 1143/ has not been ver1f1ed Ruben

Duran denied that he had ever d1scussed the assass1nation ﬁs
‘with Elena Garro 1144/ Eusebio Azcue denied that he-

had discussed President Kennedy with Emilio Carballido : lg
’at a_party at the Durans' home as alleged by Elena i

Garro. 1155/ The Committee has not Been able to verify E;

whether or not guards were posted outside of Elena's

home in 1963 as she claims.

- But other detalls of. E]ena .S story are very credi-- o a;ﬁg

,b]e. Perhaps the most str1k1ng is the suggest1on that
| Oswald S re]at1onsh1p with Sl]v1a Duran was more exten-

sive than just the business contacts in the Cuban Consu-

late. 1146/ Another detail is the manner in wh1ch Elena's

a]legétioﬁs were hand]ed, and the manner in which this

Committee's attempts to-investigate those allegations

have been frustatred. 1147/ A

In 1965 E]ena_Garro reported that Silvia Dufah

had been Oswald's mistress while he was in Mexico City. 1148/ ﬁg

IR 1967 this repert was confirmed by a CIA agent who
talked to Silvia Duran. 1149/ The CIA Station did not

“‘ o ‘h

consider the information significant and toid the agent

.i_, to and his contact with Ms. Duran. 1150/ If that informa-

<16
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tion is accuréte, then that Silvia invited Oswald to
a party would not have been surprising. Silvia Durén
admitted that the Mexican police had questioned her on
this point but denied that she had had an affair with

Oswa]d V1}51/ Ms. Duran denied having any extra marital

-affa1rs while she was married to—Horac1o Duran. 1152/~

This den1a] is not consistent with evidence of her reputa-
tion at the Cuban Consulate. A CIA penetration agent

there reported to his case officer that all that would

‘have to be done. to recru1t Silvia Duran, whom he referred.

to by us1ng the Span1sh word for whore, would be to get
a blond blue- -eyed American into bed with her. 1153/
There is also CIA information that indicates that Silvia
Duran had an affair with a Cuban Ambassador to‘Mexico
in the early 1960's. 1154/ |

The HSCA attempted to interview the CIA penefra-
tion agent ébodt Ms.. Duran. 1155/ An ‘interview with the
agent was also desired so ﬁs to-attempt éo verify whether
Elena Garro had created a disturbance at the Cuban Embassy
on November 23, 1963. 1156/ The Committee's attempts
to interview this agent were frustrated. 1157/

Ms. Garro's claim that she stayed at the Hotel

ERE R I
(e Ciass:f:cahon- ERT

Yermont was verified by the Mexico Ci 7; L%g$1 Aﬂtache on
&t Rl .
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October 13, 1966. 1158/ Ms. Garro claimed that she had
been he]d-there by Manuel Ca]vii]o whom she believed
worked for the Mexican Ministry of Government. 1159/

In 1963, Mr. Calvillo was an unwitfing asset of the Central
Intelligence Agency. 1160/ Ms.»Garro claimed that she
to]d Mr. Calvillo her story on November 23, 1963. 1151;
ﬂet the CIA Mexico City Station did not receive a report
from-Calvillo on this matter until November 24, 1964, the

same day that Elena first told her-story to American of-

- ficials. 1162/ For these reasons it was' felt that

Manuel Calvillo could well be a key to determining the
veracity of Ms. Garro's story. Thg Committeg‘s attempt
to interview Mr. Calvillo were also frustrated.

_There is also cirpdmstantia] corroboration of Ms.
Garro's allegations regafding dune Cobb Sharp. For exam-
ple, Ms. Cobb was indeed a CIA agent and she did file
the first report of Ms. Garro's story. ﬁlgj/ It should
be noted that this first report was accurate in its detail
in that Ms. Garro's story remained essentially the same
in subsequent repetitions. Ms. Garro claimed that she
Kicked Ms. Cobb out of her house. 1165/ There is 2 nota-

tion on Ms. Cobb's report that she was not able :o regiin

e e et T ROy by

<
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~access to Ms. Garro. 1166/ The Committee attempted to |

obtain an interview with Ms. Cobb, but was once again

frustated. 1167/

Reviewing the manner in .which the CIA Mexico City

Station and the Legal Attache's office in Mexico City : _ sg

hahd]ed'Ms. Garro's allegations reveals that, at best,

her allegations were handled in an irresponsible manner 15

f

because they were dismissed after a superficial investi-

gation. The first report that came to the CIA was mis-

o

\
Elena, dismissed her stbry'after interviewing one pefson,

whom she said may have been at the party. 1169/ The

manner in which the official American commuhity handled

11, above. Mr. Thomas’Specu1ated in 1969 about why Ms.

Garro's story had been lafgely_ignored by the American

officials in Mexico:

It would appear that whereas the FBI has
discounted the Elena Garro- allegations,

the CIA is still considerable disturbed

by them. The CIA may not have pressed for
further investigation, however, for a num-
ber of reasons: 1) considering the sensi-
tive overlap and subtle competition Satween
two intelligence collecting agencies, it
had to yield to the FBI's clear Jurisdic-
tion; 2) there are obvious complicatic

é
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in conducting such an 1nvestlgat10n in a
foreigh country; 3)

Deserides F&?\¢ _

»

and 4) some of the people appearing in

the Elena Garro scenario may well be agents

of the CIA. Under the circumstances it

is unlikely that any further investiga-

tion of this matter will ever take place

unless it is ordered by a high official

in Washington. 1170/

The Committee attempted to locate Elena Garro.
Although the Committee establ1shedte]ephon1c contact
with Ms. Garro, the Committee wis tota]]y frustrated
in this aspect of its investigation,'but yet believes
that there is a possibility that Lee Harvey Oswald did
attend a twist party at the home of Ruben Duran

The Committee also considers it possible that
Lee Harvey Oswald contacted pro-Castro students at the
National Autonoﬁous University of Mexjco (Universidad
Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, hereinafter UNAM) as claimed
by Oscar Contreras Lartigue. 1172/ Silvia Duran admitted

that she had told Oswald of two ways in which he could

"get a Cuban visa: 1) he could ﬁeg an intransit visa by

f‘l!"St obtammg a visa to another .,ornnunls.. country such )

as Russia; 2) he could obtain 2 raguiar Cuban visa by

knowing someone in Cuba who wsula voiuch for him. 1173/
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It is possible that after Oswald's attempts to obtain

-@ visa by the first method were frustrated-on Saturday,

September 28, that he made one final effort to locate

someone trusted by the Cuban Consulate to vouch for

There is no direct evidence about how Oswald
could have learned of the pro-Castro group at UNAM.
There is a possibility that>Ernesto Leffeld Miller,

a fr1end of the Durans who borrowed Horac1o 'S car often

took Lee Harvey Oswa]d to the campus of the Nat1ona]

Autonomous University. On the days when’ Lee Harvey Os-

wald allegedly visited the‘Consulate,_Mr.,Mf]ler did also.

It is possible that Si]Via Duhan asked him to escort
Oswald td the campus. Mr. Miller denied having ever

met Oswald. 1174A/ Oscar Contreras says that Oswald
first contacted him as he was leaving'a round-table dis-
cussion at the schoo? of philosphy. 1174/ 1t is known
that, in 1963, the Durans were close friends with the |
Chairman of the Philssophy Department at UNAM, Ricardo
Guerra, who heid seminars on Xant, Hegel and Marx in the

Durans' home. 1175/ it §s possible, if Silvia Duran had

‘more than just a purelw Business re]ationship with CGswalc,

Veis

]
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that she referred Oswald to one of Guerra's Marxist
seminars'in his.search for help. Unfortunately,
Contreras does eotAname who headed the round table dis-
*cussion at which he met Oswald. 1176/ Silvia Duran
denied that she referred Oswald to anyone for help. 1177/
- Ricardo Guerra is presently the Mexican Ambassador to
East Germany and was not available to the Committee
~ for an interview. On both of the Committee's trips to
Mex1co, the Mexican Government to]d the Comm1ttee that
Mr Contreras would be made ava11ab1e for an- 1nterv1ew
The interview never occurred 1178/ Although the Com-
. -mittee's attempt to 1nvestlgate Mr. Contreras' a11egat-
tion met ]arge]y with frustration, the a]]egation can

not be dismissed.

D. Was Lee Harvey Oswald alone while he travelled

to Mexica? ' \_

The Warren Commission concluded that Lee Harvey Os-
wald travelled alone while he was in Mexica. 1179/
A11 of the witnesses, with the exceptien of Elena Garro
de Paz wno stated that Oswald was aecompénied by two
“beataik looking boys™ 1180/ at Ruben Juran’s sarty,

have stated that when they saw Oswald in Mea1co he was
Classification: . .
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alone. Although the Amgfjp§n authorities did not handle szsl

N\
the Elena Garro allegation properly, the Committee does

——— e

not believe that it can readily dismiss Ms. Garro's
31Tegation that Oswald had a companion in Mexico in light

of: 1) the corroboratfon of details of Ms. Garro's story; 1181/

2) the possibility that someone impersonated Oswald in

Mexico 1182/ and 3) the similiarity in the description of .
Oswald by Ms. Duran and Mr. Azcue and the description of

Oswald's companion by Ms. Garro. 1183/

£23
e TURY AT YT L
Classificatiodyt

. e 0% . ‘ B I R
Ty e BN BV-S PR T
2CL0373 Ry

Classified by derivation:

ooy 4 P ... 4 V.. 4 AT




20503

Liussicicarion:
(This form is to Pl
from ClA—control dn &,

- 261 -

Appendix I: HSCA Procedural wfite-up Cuba Trip 1

Select Committee members Chairman Louis Stokes

‘and Congressman Christopher Dodd, accompanied by G.

Robert Blakey, Gary Cornwell and Ed Lopez of the Se]éct
Committee staff arrived in Cuba at 3:30 p.m., March 30,
1978. They were met and escorted through Cuban Customs

by the Mayor of Havana, Honorable Oscar Fernandez Mell,

'the Mini$tér_Of}JQStice, Dr. Armando Torres Santrayll,

Senor Buergo, Ricardo Escartin and the Cubén government
trans]ator,’Juanita Vera. At approximate]y-7:30 p.m.
Senor Mell escorted the Select Committee sfaff to a
restaurant in 01d Havana. The following day Congressman
Richardson Preyer arr{ved in Cuba at 7:00 a.m.

At 9:30 a.m. on March 31, 1978 the Se]ect:Committee
representatives met with Ricardo Esc£¥tin, Senén Buergo
and Captain Felipe Vitla of the Ministry of the Interior.
The Cuban Government gave the members and Committes its
official reply to the Committee's questionnaire, given
L9 the Cuban government prior to the Committee’s trip
to Cuba.

At 3:00 p.m., thz Select C

[9)

mmittee. metf .again with
‘.:.'.-2!‘ a‘: ." 4
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Ricardo Escartin, Senen Buergo, Felipe Villa and Juanita
Vera. During this session, the two major areas of dis-
cussion were Lee Harvey Oswald's visa application and
the dates of Jack Ruby's visits to Cuba in 1959. 1184/
Ats7;30 p}m. the_House Select Committee on Assassinations
staff dined with the Minister of Justice, Armando Torres
Santrayll. | 4
At 9:00 a.m. on April 1, 1978, the Se]ect~Committee

staff again met with the same Cuban officials for a

‘third ses§ienQ‘ Santo Trafficante was the major area of

discussion. 1185/ At hoon, Committee members and

staff representatives met with Cuba's Minister of Educa-
tion, Honorable Jose Ramon Fernandez, who gave a pre-
sentation on the improvement in quality of Cuban educa-
tion since the Cuban Revolution.

Following Senor Fernandez's discussion, at 3:15 p.m.,
Eusebio Azcue was interviewed by the Committee staff re-
presentative. Azcue was questioned extensively about
Oswald's aileged trip to Mexico City, Oswald's-alleged
visits to the Cuban Consulate, end Senor Azcue's af]eged

argument witp Leea Harvey Oswald. 118€&/
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At 7:30 p.m., April 1, 1978, Messers. Escartin

and Hernandez accompanied the House Select Committee

NG,

staff for dinner and show to the Tropicana Club which,

prior to the Revolution, was operated by organized

s

érime.. The Tropicana Club is present]y run by the -

" Cuban government.

V'ﬁt m-inh

At 11:00 a.m. on April é, 1978, the Committee
staff again met with Senén-Buergo, Ricardo Escartin,
Felipe Villa, Aram1s Guetierrez and Juan1ta Vera. Santo
Trafficante, Jack Ruby and Mex1co City were the major

areas of discu551on. 1187/ This sess1on terminated at

1:00 p.m. At 4: 50 p.m., the morning s meeting resumed.
During the afternoon session, the major areﬁgfof dis-

cussion was the alleged pro-Castro involvement in the

assassination. 1188/
g At 9:15 a.m., April 3, 1978, the Committee staff

met with the Cuban officials for a final work session.

g - During this session, the inte]ligence agencies and

; | general questions derived from the questionnaire which
the Committee had provided to the Cuban government

;a were the major areas of discussion. ll§g/ During the

sessicn, the Committee staff and Cuban officials also

5 RCLUTYs  Classifications) 134
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exchanged listings of pending material which might be

covered during a subsequent trip to Cuba by HSCA repre-

N b, wea

sentatives and Congressmen. 1190/

At 6:00 p.m. the Committee staff met with Presi-

G,

dent Fidel Castro Ruz who assured the Committee that_

neither he nor his government hqd any involvement in the

i,

assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
The House Select Committee on Assassinations staff

departed Havana, Cuba at 10: 00 a.m., Apr1] 4, 1978,

arr1v1ng in Wash1ngton, D. C at 4: 30 p.m.
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Appendik 2: HSCA Procedural Write-up Mexico Trip

House Select Committee on Assass1nat1ons staffers
Gary Cornwell, Dan Hardway, Edwin Lopez and Harold Leap
arrived at the Mexico City airport at 8:30 p.m., May )
30, 1978. (A1l times are Mexico City times, unless
otheﬁwise specified.) They were ﬁet and escorted through'

Customs by David Patton, an employee of the United

- States Embassy.

The following morning, May 31, 1978 the HSCA
representatives met with U.S. Embassy Political Officer
Richard Howard concerning procedure. Mr. Howard sche-
duied_ é meeting at 11:15 a.m.-with[ ATA Su\&\or Official

]. This meeting was preliminary
in nature and concerned procedures regard1ng arrangement
of the interviews of ex-CIA employees 1n Mexico.

At 12:00 noon, the HSCA representat1ves and Richard
Howard met representatives of the Government of Mexico. A

The Mexican representatives were: 1) Dr. Jesus fanes,

Advisor to the Attorney General's Executive Orficer;

Attorney General; and 3) Commandate Florentino ¥Yan<ura.

Chiaf of the Mexican Federa] Po]1ce.~ Thg Mex1ca “£u8
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f

Y

N B % R D L SR em

i



from ClIA——controlled documents.)

d

- 266 -
~informed the staff‘members at this meeting that they had
Tocated Silvia Duran, Horacio Duran, Ruben Duran and
Pedro Gutierrez Valencia 1192/ and that each person
H-was willing to be interviewed by the HSCA representatives

Procedure for conduct of the interviews was also dis-
_ cussed at this meeting. )

The Mexican government decided that the initial
interview would be an informal contact with the witnesses
in which the Committee's objective§ would be described.
_A_The yi§ngsses’ statement§ wqu]d,bequrmaljzed at a later,
taped interview. ?Le Mexican officia]s.informed thé
HSCA staff members-that they had been unable to Tocate
Oscar Contreras, 1193/ Elena Garro de Pai; and E]enita
Garro de Paz. 1194/ The Mexican Government had not had
contact with the Garros since 1968. The Mexicans said
that they were trying to locate the Garros through
the Fore1gn H1n1stry since Elena's ex husband, 0ctav1o
Paz, had once been-an important person in that ministry.
The Mexicans asked that we determine the name of - the
Mexican Governmeﬁt contact during 1264 with the Warren
Commission so that they could locate their records in
the Archives.

The Mexican.officials left to set uyp zhe preliminary
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interviews with witnesses. The preliminary interviews

- Were conducted by Gary Cornwell. HSCA staff members

Dan Hardway, Edwin Lopez and Harold Leap wére present

~-during Cornwell's qdestioning. The Mexican Government.

was represented by Dr. Jesus Yanes, Commandante Floren-

t1no-Ventura, and Jesus Meixueiro Kanty, second in com-

mand to Ventura. Pedro Gutierrez Valencia was inter-

viewed at 2:30 p.m. Ruben D.uran was interviewed at ' g

5:00-p.m. Horacio Duran was interviewed at 5:30 p.m. '

'Si]v_ia‘ Duran was interviewed at 6:15 p.m. . g
At 9:30 a.m. on June 1, 1978, the HSCA staff re-

presentatives met with the Mexican police representatives. é

The HSCA staff requested 1) the records of the c_ompany |

that employed Gutierrez Valencia in 1963; press clippings

of the Mexican newspaber coverage of Oswald and Silvia é

Duran (attached); 3) once again, an interview with Oscar

Contreras; 4) individual fiies on E1e\'ﬂ‘na Garro de Paz

and Silvia Duran; 5) evidence related to Silvia Duran's

assertion that Oswald was a< the Cuban Embassy on one

day only; 6) an interview with Deba Garro de Guerrers

aalvan, 1135/ 7) an 1nt=rv'aw with Eunice Odw, 1136/

e
9) an interview with Emiiie Carballido; 1197/ and é’
I Akawn V T a. - rai ’
10} an interview witn Victor Rico *’?}%’3_,-3‘”98-~ i'h~ - 430 4
1,'; Y N i . X
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HSCA also asked to be shown the Cuban Consulate.
The Mexican representatives informed the HSCA
staff that Victor Rico Galan had, at one time, been
arrested on political chafges but that he was subse-

quent]y pardoned by elther Diaz Ordaz or Lu1s Eche-

_varrla 1199/ The Mexicans said that. they were search-

ing for all files and newspaper articles requested
by the HSCA.
The Mexican officials also offered their obser-
~vations orally on ‘the preiiminary.interviews'condyéted
the previous day. They pointed out that they found it
strange that Silvia had told Oswald he could not travel
while in Cuba. They wondered what Duran w&s trying to
tell Oswald and whether she thought that Oswald had
some.objective in goin§ to Cuba 6ther than that ascribed
by the popular version. They also considered the manner
in which Silvia obtained empioyment af the Cuban Consu-
Tate unusual. Generally they noted that Silvia and
her brothers seemed to have almost programmed responses
and a defensivg demeanor. They pointed out, howaver,
that 211 the Durans had bzen vary incerestiad in talking
¢ ¢5. In their opinicn, Iuben Curan was the most

cradibie cf those interviewed >y the HS3TA tne previcus

(]
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At this point, a Mexican official who had been Ea
checklng the computer records 1nformed us that Victor |
Rico Galan had died. : ; | gg

HSCA staff members. prov1ded the Mexican authori-
ties with the names of the Mex1can officials who had g;
been 1nvo]ved in the 1nvest1gat1on in 1963.
HSCA staff members met aga1n with the Mexican po-‘

lice authorities at 10:00 a. m on June 2, 1978. At

N

this time, the Mex1can po]1ce provided the copies of the newspaper

clippings on the- asSassmatmn of John F. Kennedy from the “""'

Excelsior. HSCA staff members asked if the Mexicans

could persuade the newspapets to reveal the sourcé;

of their stories about Oswald and Silvia Duran. The
Mexican officials’ response was negative. The Mexican
officials informed the HSCA staff members that most of
the data we wanted from the tiles was in their Security

Service files. The Mexicanbefficials working with

the HSCA axplained tha* they'were the Mexican equivaient

of the F3I and that the Secy Tty Service was the Mexican §§
‘equivalent of the -Cii: heaca:there was the usual bureay- és'
cratic prasiem involved in.ébtainfng access to the Se- ﬁg-:
v : Fiig
curity 3Sa 1:e’s Fites. Tha Mexizars informad tha HSCA gﬁ

repre>enta-we5 th2t cmiitia Taraaltiids had been ad; )
. REOE N T a9 i
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that Deba Garro could not be located; and that there g

was no record of anyone naméd Eunice Odio. HSCA repre-

sentatives told the Mexican officials that 0dio, who Eg

was either Costa Rican or Guatema]ah, had been the ' -

mistress of Emi]io Carba]]fdo. The assassination gg

and the reaction of the Mexican people to it was | ,

discussed. - é .

At 1:00 p.m., HSCA stéff members conducted an

interview at the United States Embassy in connection

with the CIA aspects of the Mexico City 1nvestlgat1on gg
¢

At 2:30, Gary Cornwe]] discussed problems w1th
( cYrA Sema¥ OQQ\C\&; ] He requested

thatiSQ&AﬂV'.}able Headquarters regarding restrictions
QiR cal o

placed on the HSCA staff in Mexico.

At 6:00 p.m., the HSCA staff members, accompanied
by Jesus Meixuerio’Kanty and hiﬁ assistant, Honorio
Escondon, met with the assiétant chief nof the Mexican
Security Service Nazar. Mf; Nazar gave an oral resume
of the interviews which Mexican officialsg cenducted in
1963 of Siivia, Horatio and Ruber Surap and 3etiy Serratos.

T

ves had te be formaily ra-

-4

Mr. Nazar safd tha¢ tha

qu°Sted befere ne czuld consicer raleasing tham. s
suggestaed 4hat w»2 sacire staremen+s admissiszle in United
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States courts from the w1tnesses whom we mshed to g
interview. Mr. Nazar suggested that our best investi-
gatory avenue would be to concentrate on Oswald's inter- g
rogation after hfs arrest-on_November 22nd. Mr. Nazar
" had a very 1ow opinion of E]éna Garro de Paz' credibil- E;
ity. He felt that she confused fact and fiction.

June 3 ‘'and 4, 1978, were spent on CIA-related
aspects of the Mexico City inveﬁtigation. Two inter- Eg
views were conductgd. A1l1 ihterviews, with the excep-
tion of interviews with CIA personnel, were taped and éa
later transcribed. S

At 11:00 a.m. on June'S, 1978, the HSCA sta;% is
interviewed Horacio Duran fbf the record. 1200/ -At
'1:00 p.m., HSCA staff membértEdwin Lopez and Mexican Eg'
officials Honorio Escondon and Dr. Alfonso Orozco :
Gﬁtierrez interviewed Pedro Gutierrez Valencia for
the record. 1201/ At 5:00 p.m., HSCA staff members in- gg
terviewed Lynn Duran, aka Lydia Duran, for the record. 1202/

9n June 6, 1978 at 11:00 a.m., the HSCA staff in- E;
~tervi=wed Ruben Duran for the record.i203/ At 1:00 p.m.,
the staff reprasentatives met with Ccmmandate Ventura.
he staff représentat§¥es agreed to- suppiy the Mexicans

wiLn q;éstx*ns for two Wl«ﬂ“S:“S Jscar {antreras and
tossificationy
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o
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Ernesto Lehfeld Miller, who could not then be inter-
viewed. 1204/ Commandate Ventura author1zed Honor1o
Escondon to interview Oscar Contreras Lartigue and
Ernesto LehfeldMiller. At 5;00 p.m., the wife of
Ruben Duran, Betty.SerratoS;_lggg/ was interviewed for

the record. ‘At 5:45 p.m., Si]Via Duran was interviewed

for the fecond. 1206/

The HSCA staff represéhtatives Teft Mexico City
at 8:30 a.m. on June 7, 1978, arriving in Washington,

D.C. at 5:30 p.m., Washington time.
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Appendix 3: HSCA Procedural Write-up Mexico Trip 2

House Select Committee staffers Edwin Juan Lopez
and Harold Leap traveled to- Mex1co C1ty on August 7,
1978. The staff members were met by David T. Patton,
a State Department official, at the Mex1can airport
at 10:15 p.m. Mr. Patton then checked the staffers into
Room 1754 at the Maria Isabe] Hotel. Mr.
Patton informed the staff members that[ CZA K.

CTA Sewser OfGazl /]wished to see us

at 8:30 a.m. the following morning. 4 -
On Tuesday, August 8, 1978, Committee staffers

met with( C,?A 2 ]He informed the staffers

that the two individuals the Committee wished to 1nter-

view [ &TA A ]'(207/ aka(c ta A . and{C.’.’.A §
]1208/were now available.

At 9:30 a.m., August 8, 1978, Committee staff mem-

bers 1Znter‘viem':ed[ CTa A - ]1209/ The interview

ended at approximately 10:15 a.m.
Committes staff membders returned to[ CTA & 1

affice.[ CxA & }statéd that it appeared that the -

A
50

3cvernment o¢f ¥exi<g had oniy been able ta locate two

Cfc‘ssiﬁcczf.d?_:ﬁ’f DT 2 436
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wit-.nesses. for the Cémmi‘tte:é,' Oscar Contreras Lartigue 1210/ g
and Noe W. Palomares. jﬂ/ (C}’,A Yy ]as.ked the v .
staff memberé to whom they wished to speak. The Commit- é
feé staff members e‘.xpla.ine_.df that they would t1ike to é

interview LICHANT 1, 1212/ LICOOKIE I, 1213/ LI{erp'l" ,11214/ "

LIf_cr«,p_i- ]m_s_/ and LIRING 3, 1216/ [ eza € |
then stated' that it appeareﬁd- that the House Select :
Committee on Assassination‘s; had already asked the Mexi- 2

cans to Tocate the individuals listed above.

[ tT] € ' ]statéd:. that the HSCA's intervi'ew

with( CT A G ]wa_s considered “highl‘y Eensi_
tive." He explained that »t__hr'e‘e rooms a_'t a nearby hotel
would be used. In one rodm,[ . CTA & }«ou]d
sit, Committee staff membe‘r_s would sit in a second room
and two CIA personnel officfers would insure that the
equipment worked properly in a third room: [ e A E'
}then phoned Mr. Ni'leé~ Gooding, who had been sent
to the Mexico City ﬁ:::?:s]from Headquarters to arrange
the procedures for the interviews. Mr. Gooding ex-
p’;éihed that in 1977 Stansfield Turner had created a
new ocsition ,;t Headquarters to insure ‘that importanj_:ﬁ_#,,

sensitive Meertings were within the guidelines previous Py

Q’;_-y:
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arranged. Mr. Gooding staﬁed that the Centrai Intelli-
gence Agency had been under greater Congressional scrutiny
the past two year§ Therefore, Dlrector Turner, 1in
order to demonstrate the Agency S good faith, had en-

gaged a retired Army offlcer to act as liaison at

sensitive 1nterv1ews by CongreSSIOnal representat1ves

Mr. Gooding' then exp]alnedgthat the HSCA staff would be

escorted by two CIA personnel to the interview with

[ 1A G ]

At 10:55 a.m., Augustt8; 1978, Committee staff
members interviewed{ 'Q;_:j*-,q G | .]_1_&/ P

At 12:30 p.m., Commiftee‘staff members telephoned
Captain Fernandez Ventnra’Gotierrez. His secretary
explained that Mr. Ventura-was not in the offioe, but
that she would have him call us when he returned. Af
6:30 p.m., since Mr. Venture had not yet returned the
staffer's call, they again:oalled_hi540ffice. ‘His se-
cretary apologized for Mr.l?entura and explained that
he had not yet returned to thie office and she assured us that
Hr.?éntura'wou]d te]eohon°~upon his return. At 9:15 p.a.
5r. Jesus {anez, the nsals*ant to the official mayorfe/
te!l epﬁored ‘the staff members explaining that Mr. Ventura

Was vary dus¥ on an 1mport nt assignment and askad us
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to visit the Police Station known as the Procuraduria

N W A

General at 11:00 a.m. the felloWing morning.

At 10:15 a.m., August'9 1978 ’_Committee staff g

it

members met with State Department Official R1chard

Howard to alert him that the Committee would request

N,

the Mexican officials to make Silvia Duran available

in Wash1ngton for an HSCA hear1ng ‘Mr. Howard explained

" “ "i-nh

that once we had perm1ss1on from the Mex1can government

the State Department wou]d 1nsure that she was in

:5

Washington when necessary. _
At 11:00 a.m., August 9, 1978, Committee staff
members met with Dr. Jesu§“YeHES and-Ciprianio Martinez

Novoa. Mr. Yanes told Committee staff members that

would try to aid us in a]]vour interviews. Mr. Martinez

then briefed the Committeefitaff members on their up-to-

date progress:

Cscar Contreras Lartigue had been located and pre-

e

interviewed by Mr. Martinezmﬁn’Tampico,,Mexico. The

Ciprianio Martinez Nova, the Mexican agent in charge, C é’

Committee would fly to Tampico on Friday, August 171,

1978 at 7335 a.m. to interview him.

s

Noe W. Palomares had‘been located and couid be

1nterv1ewea dur1ng the afternoon of Thursday, August 13,

| £
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1978 at his office, Cerrada de 1la Presa 4. -His phone number,
595-0891, was made avaf1abf§ to the Committee. |

June Cobb Sharp received a tourist permit, number
72781, on June 27, 1947. She entered Mexico through
Nuevo Lardo, Texas. She réﬁuested but was denied permission

by the Mexican government td_represent the magazine, Mddern

Mexico. On June 21, 1948,}she receiveq a courtesy permit,

number 25556. She disappeared in 1954 and never returned
to Mexico. }V ‘

The Committee staffers did not ‘tell the Mexicans that
the House Select Committee ﬁn Assassinations had evidence
from review of'June Cobb's'201 file that she was in Mexico
in the Sixties.

Eunice 0dio Infante, a Costa Rican, received a
three-month tourist permit from the Mexican government
on February 9, 1964. She femained in Mexico, illegai]y
residing at Nacas-45-a; until 1972. . She applied to write

for the Excelsior magazine on many different occasions,

- but was rejected every time. In 1972, Ms. 0dio married

a Comminist painter, Rudol{fo Sanabria Conzalaz and moved

*~

Ciassitied by dacivarion: —~—
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to Rio Neba-16 Apartment 40. On May 24, 1972, Ms. Odio,
was founa dead in her bathtub. The official presiding

at her autopsy concluded that:Ms.'Odio 5ad poisoned
herself. |

| Emilio Carba]lido Fontanes was fh Carcas, Venezuela,"
on vacation aﬁd scheduled to return to Mexico in early
September. Hi's iddress is Constituyentes 207. His phoﬁe
number is 515—8345.

[ Souxcq,Cr1P+‘ , jpersonnel record in
Mexico could not be located. "When the Mexican officials
_inquired about her at the Cuban Embassy in Mexico gity
prior to the Committee's trip, no one at the office
remembered thaf she had worked there. Committee staff
members were told that{?SOu«x.]was probably dead. No basis
was given for the Mexican government's conclusion.

[ Daurce ; <](LIRING 35 was born in Cuba
onfﬁovember 3, 1927.’ Hé-entered Mexico July 1, 1965 and
ftaught Graphics and Art at U.X.A.N. until January 1, 1968
;hen he disappeared. The Mexican officials assumed that he

returned to Cuba.
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¢ -

General Jesus Jose Clark Flores 1218/ died in the
early 1970's.

Ernesto Lehfeld Miller, 1219/ Academic Coordinator

at the School of Interior Design, had not yet been Iocated.

. . . . . 1S by,
E Sou(vce, Qf\\‘\fr o 1 lives at [ﬁﬂ&rva&‘\:\‘ﬂ
Apartment [“é‘tu\%L\\‘nr mfurmahan), Mexico City. His phone

number 1s[j“ﬁft;ﬂ' -The 1andlady3at his apartment explained
to the Mexican officials that[;SQufci- Jhad left town _
hurriedly on Monday, August 24‘1978. Mr. Martinez, wishing
to know whéﬁ;he returned, had placed a piece of scotch tape

on the bottom r1ght edge of his door. Mr. Martinez explained

that he checked 1t every four hours and would not1fy us if
[5ouxcg]returned before we left.

Manuel Calvillo [qup%- f]did not 1ive at Cauhtemocs
877-5 as the Committee had stated. The Tandlady for the
Past twenty-five years at the apartments told Mr. Martinez
that Manuel Calvillo had never resided there. Committee
staff members explainad that Calvillo went by a pen name
which would be forwarded to the Mexican officials the

tollowing morning.

Jlassitied by Jdarivarion:
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When Committee staff mémbers inquired whether Ms.
Silvia Tirado Bazan could te§tify at an HSCA hearing,
the Mexican officials stated-that they would have an
answer for the staffers by Friday morning. The Mexican
officials explained that they would héve to speak to her
to insuretthat she was wi]]iﬁg to travel to Washington.

On Thursday, August 10, 1978, at 11:00 a.m. the
Committee staff members met Wfth Dr. Jesus Yanez, Agent
Ciprianio Marttnez Novoa, Gaptain F1orentino Ventura
Gutierrei and Attorney General LicenSiado, Manuel Calvillo's

“pen name" was given to the Mex1cans who stated that they
would check it with the 1and1ady at his alleged apartment
building.

Committee staffers retufned to their hotel room with
Agent Ciprianio Martinez Novdé after the meeting. Agent
Martinez attempted Wwithout sﬁtcess to telephone Oscar
Contreras Lartigue to inform him of our visit. At 3:30 p.m.,
Agent Martinez fina]1} reached Mr. Contreras' child who
informed him that Mr. Contrerés was not in Tampico. He

had traveled to Mexico City for a Partido Republiicano
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Institucional convention. When Agent Martinez asked the child
if he knew where his father was staying in Mexico City,
he responded that he did not. Agent Martinez explained

to the child that he would call at a later time to speak

to his mother.

m%mm

Agent Martinez telephoned Noe w; Palomares at 4:00
p.m. and érr;nge an inferview'for 6:30 p.m. that evening.
Mr. Martinez asked Committeé'staff members to meet him at
his office at the Procuraduria General at 6:00 p.m.

At 6:00 p.m., August TO,:1§78; Committee staff members
met Agent Ciprianio Martinezrat the Procuraduria General.
Martinez then'drove'the HSCAfrebrésenfatjves to Mr. Palomares®
office. At 6:30 p.m., Commiitee staff members interviewed
Noe W. Palomares. 1270/ - ‘

Following the interview, Agent Martinez returned to
the Maria Isabel Hotel with Committee staff members. He
attémpted to reach Mrs. Contreras telephonically at Tampico
twice without success. At 9:45 p.m., he finally contacted
her. Mrs. Contraras told Agent Martinez that Mr. Oscar

Contreras had toid her that ha woyld try to get a room
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at either the Hotel Regis or ‘Hotel San Francisco. Mrs.
Contreras explained that since there were a few conven-
tions scheduled in Mexico City that weekend she could

not assure that he would be at‘eifher‘hotel. Mrs. Contreras

told Agent Martinez that she would notify him if her

husband should call.

Mr. Ma#tinez called both hotels and inquired whether
Oscar Contreraé Lartigue wasfregistered. He was not
registered at either; they were completely booked up.

Mr. Martinez attempted to'feach.by telephone Silvia
Tirado Byazan at ther home to ask herlwhether she would be
willing to trave] to Wash1ngton to testify at a HSCA hearing
and to ask if she knew where Mr. Ernesto Lehfeld Miller
could be Tocated. She was not at home, however.

A Agent Martinez explained that he would attempt to
locate Oécar Contreras Lartigue at the hotel] where the
Partido Rebublicano Institupional (Institutional Republican
Party) was holding itsAconvéﬁtiOn early the following morhing;

aftter which he would meet thg staff members at 9:30 a.m. at

their hotel room.
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At 9:45 a.m., August 1];,1978, Agent Martinez het
Committee staffers at their hotel room and explained that

he was unable to locate Mr. Contrgras Lartigue at the

convention. Mr. Martinez then left to check the where-

abouts of Mr. Alberue Suoto éhd Silvia Tirado Bazan.

at 12:30 p.m.,  August 11, 1978, Agent Martinez

‘returned to the Committee staff members' hotel rdom. He

telephoned Mrs. Contreras in Tampico who stated that her
husband had not telephoned hef since she had last spoken

to Agent Martinez. At 1:50 b.m;,ranother agent, Honorio
Escondon, telephoned Agent Martinez at the Committee staffers'
hotel room to inform him that{ _ now e, }nuét be

back in town Because the scotch tape placed at the base of
his entranceway door was no longer 1in p]acé. AT 1:55 p.h.,
Agent Martinez te]ephoned{ . hawe. '] During the
phone conversationijNauac. ]denied that he had worked at

the Cuban Embassy in the Sixties, stated that he knew nothing
about the assassination, andldec]ined the Committee staff
members' request to interview him.

At 2:00 p.m., August 11, 1978, Agent Martinez talephoned

-
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Silvia Duran. Agent Martinez then gave the telephone to
Committee staffer Lopez. Mr. Lopez asked Ms. Tirado
whether she would be wil]in§ to testify sometime in September
at a Committee hearing in Washington; she answered affirma-
tively. She stated that September 13th, 14th and 15th
would not be "?ood days" bebausé the Mexican Revolution
celebration would be taking place and She was a planner and
participanf. When Mr. Lopez-asked Ms. Tirado if she knew
Mr. Ernesto Lehfe]d'Mf]]er's phong number, she stated that
she did not, but she stated thét-if wé‘telephoned her
husband Horatio at either 516;0398 or 515-8621, he _would

be able tc help us. | | -

At 2:15 p.m., Committee staffer Lopez telephoned
Horatio Duran, who have. him Ernesto Lehfe]d Miller's office
phone number, 548-4839. At'2§20 p.m., Lopez te]ephonéd
Mr. Miller and arrangedva meeting for 9:00 b.m; that
evening. . |

At 2:30 p.m., Agent Martinez telephoned Captain Ventura

to report on his progress, pertaining to his work with the

ASCA. When Martinez told Ventura that he had ]ocated[:na»uL ;]

—£47
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Ventura.asked Martinez if he was alone. When Agent Martinez
lied and stated that he was alone, Ventura told him that
he should under no cfrcumstantes allow us to interview
[ nowag, ] When Agent Martinez completed his phone call,

he said, "I don't understand why nobody wants you to ta]kv
to him." |

At 9:001p.m.; August 1%, 1978, Committee staffers
interviewed Ernesto Lehfeld Miller 1221/

At 11:15 a.m., August}TZ, 1978, Committee staffer
Lopez ca]]e%i nowi e, E ]at hfs home. When Mr. Lopez
identified himse]f,[ Nawvae, ]immediate]y stated- that
he knew nothing. He further'stéted that he never worked
for the Cuban Embagsy. When Lopez explained to him that
amployees at the Cuban Embassy had stated.that he had been
employed there,[ \oum ']hun'g up.[ “awe. | ]voice
quivered throughout the short talk. |

At 11:45 a.m., Silvia Tirado called Lopez and stated

that she had thought all night about travelling to Hashington.:

She said she had seen a report in the newspapers in which

fizcue had stated that the man who visited the Cuban Consulate

2050793 | ;
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in 1963 was not Lee Harvey Oswald. She stated fhat Azcue
had only seen Oswald once while she had seen Oswald at

1east three times.

LJY?“\ 4 | :  Ms. Duran further stated
0) that if she test1f1ed in Wash1ngton and the Committee
%ﬁjwk/ concluded that she was Iylng she would be crucified when

she returned 'to Mexico. Mr.vLopez reassured her and explained
that. when he réturned to Washington he would send her a long

letter explaining proqedureé}

At 12:05 p.m., Agent Martinez met the Committeé staff

members at the airport. He stated that Contreras and Calvillo

i

had not been located. . The Committee staffers gave Martinez
a list of queﬁtions to ask Oscar Contreras Lartigue. Agent
Martinez stated that he wou]d mail the results of the interview
to Lopez at the Committee«bffices in Washington, The
Committee never received any interview reports from the
Mexican government. ‘ | ,

The Committee staff members left Mexico City at 1:55Ap.m.
and arrived at Washington's Dulles Airport at 10:35 p.m.
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Appendix 4: HSCA Procedural Write-up Cuba Trip 2

On August 25, 1978, Cbngressman Richardson Preyer
and HSCA staff members G.-Rdbert'B1akey and Edwin Juan
Lopez Soto traveled to Cuba from Miémi at 8:25 a.m. on an’
Air-Taxi SerVice charter‘pfipe. "The Committee representa-
tives arrived in Cuba at 10;15 a.m. They were met by the
Minister of Justice, ArmghddATorres Santrayl1; Washington
Consul Ricardo Escartin; Américah Department official,
Senen Buergo; ahd'translatoﬁ; Nellie Ruiz de Zarade. The

Committee representatives were escorted to their suite,

e
-

room number 2003, at the Hdte] Riviera at 11:00 a.m.

At 12:15 p.m., the Cdmmittee representatives met
with Ricardo Escartin, Felipé Villa, Senen Buergo and
translators Juanité Vera and Nellie Ruiz de Zarade. ‘Also
present were two Cuban stenqgraphers. Senen Buergo, the
spokesperson, welcomed the Cbmmittee representatfves to
Cuba and thanked the Committée for its correspondence.

Mr. Buergo apologized on bébalf of the Cuban government

- for fhe postponement of a previously scheduled trip of
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May 24th and 25th, 1978. Mr. Buergo stressed fhat in

his opinion there was a conspiracy to link Cuba to the
assassination of John F. Kenhedy. At that pdint, he

handed four files to CongfeSsman.RiqhardSOn Preyer. The
files consis;ed of: a) matgrfa] concerning Santo Trafficante;
Ab) a letter dated 25 Novembér 1963 from Hernandez.krmas
(Mexican Amb;ssador in 19627t0 Raul Roa. (Minister of Foreign
Relations in 1963); c) the:fésu1ts of the Cuban government's
research into mis-information linking the Cuban Gd&ernment
to the assassination of Prééjdéﬁt John F. Kennedy; and d)

the report of the Investigéfive Comm{ttee of the/}nternationa]

Tribunal of the Eleventh FestiVa].reporting on the defamation

campaign to link Cuba to the assassination of John F. Kennedy.

Mr. Buergo stated_that both Eusebio Azcue Lopez and
Alfredo Mirabal Diaz would that day be made available for
interviews. Mr. Buergo stéted that Nilo Otero 1222/ would
be made available for interview the following day, 26 Augu;t
1978. Mr. Buergo stated tﬁét Rogelio Rodriguez 1223/ was
presently stationed in Westhermany. Buergo stated that

Ricardo Escartin previous?y’interviewed Mr. Rodriguez and

203403 Ciassiﬁcaﬁon??{z}
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was told by Rodriguez that he had had no contact with Lee
Harvey Oswald. Mr. Buergo sfated'that if the Committee
still desired to interview_RerigUez, he would be made

available to thetCommitteé.f?Mr. Buergo stated that an

interview with Rolando Cube]é Secades 1224/ would be

arranged. _

Mr. Buérgo asked if thé‘Committee was still interested
in interviewing Orestes Guif]ermoARuiz Perez. 1225/ Mr.
Buergo stated that the Cuban government had no record of
a citizen named Griselle Rubio.'.lgggl Mr. Buergo inquired
whether the Committee representatives.were interested in
watching tﬁe videotaped statémehts of James Wilcoft 1227/
and Phillip Agée 1228/ at thé Tribunal. 1229/ Congressman
Preyer responded that the Cd@mittee's repfeéentafives would
want to view the Wilcott and Agee videotaped statements.

Mr. Buergo stated that our schedule fnc1udgd dinner
with the Minister of Justice at 8:00 p.m. on 25 August 1978,
fishing on.27 August 1978 (Sgnday), and a farewell dinner
on 28 August 1978. o

Congressman Preyer thanked the Cuban officials for
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making both the documents and witnesses ava11ab1e to the
Select Committee.

Professor Blakey stated that the Committee was no
longer interested in 1nterv1ewing Ro]ando Cubela. Mr.
Blakey stated that Grise]]e Rub1o had been found in M1am1
and interviewed by a Comm1ttee investigator. Mr. Blakey
stated that the Committee wanted to 1nterv1ew Oreste Guillermo
Ruiz Perez for two reasons: He worked at the Cuban Embassy
in September 1963 when Oswa]d a]]eged]y visited the Cuban
compound in Mexico City; and; he is marr1ed to the cousin
of a counter-revo]utionary;'Anton1o Veciana B]anch Mr
Blakey stated that Rogelio Rodr1guez need not be interviewed.

Captain Felipe Villa stated that the Cuban government,
relying on the seriousness and honesty of the Committee' s
work, thnought that the Comm1t+ee should have. know]edge of
Cuebela's statements. Mr. V*lia stated that the Committee
still needed to provide the Cuban government with the
following: a) a workable fornu]a on counter-revolutionaries
that could be used by the Cuban government %o aid the

Committee in its investigation ¢f such erganizations;

R
3
t‘ .

Classifications 2.3

Cilassified oy derivation:

FRY 5 Ty sy T

g
f
f
!
f
f
]
o f
N
g
f



2l

e ik i N it N N, Ak NN, “Gikiah,

‘ " q'.’_ “
B L

-—-—-———

Ciassicicaion: -

(This form is to be used for material extracted
from ClA—controllezdgdocuments J)

b) copies of Lee Harvey Oswa]d's signatures thet the
Cuban government could use fb perform its own hand-
writing comparison test; and'e) E. Howard Hunt's afiases;

Mr. Blakey stated that examp1es of Lee Harvey Oswald's
handwriting wou]d be forthcom1ng Mr. Blakey stated that
the Comm1ttee had not yet developed a formula for identifying
counter- revofut1onary groups active aga1nst the Cuban
government in 1963 or a method-for providing E.'Howard'Hunt's
aliases. Mr. Blakey stressed that both these areas would
be discussed in the Committee's final report.

At 1:00 p.m. the first work session ended. P

At 3:15 p.m. House Select Committee on Assassinations
representat1ves interviewed Juan Nilo Otero in Room 2003 of
the Hotel Riviera. Present were Congressman Richardson
Preyer, G. Robert B]akey,'EdWin Juan Lopez Soto, Senen
Buergo, Ricardo Escartin, Captain Felipe Villa, translator
Juanita Vera and two stenographers. 1230/ The interview
ended at 5:15 p.m.

At 8:00 p.m. the Committee's representatives met

Senen Buergo and translator Nellie Ruiz de Zarade at the

PALGEET
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Hotel Riviera's lobby. The group was chaufferéd to the

where they dined nith the Minister of Justice, Armando

Torres Santray]].

&G G i A

At 10:15 a. m., 26 August 1978, Select Committee

representat1ves interviewed: Alfredo Mirabal Diaz 1231/ 1n

“ Lk ﬁ

Bodeguita del Medio--one of Cuba's most famous restaurants-- E’
Room 2003 at' the Hotel R1v1era Present were Congressman Es

Richardson Preyer, G. Robert Blakey, Edwin Juan Lopez Soto,

Senen Buergo, Captain Fe]ipg Villa, Ricardo Escartin, sg

i
!

translators Juanita Vera_and-Ne1lie'Ruiz de Zarade and

two stenographers. The 1nterv1ew ended at 12:45 p.m.

e

N

After the eraba] 1nterv1ew Mr. Buergo asked whether

.the HSCA representat1ves w1shed to interview Jose Verdacia

o

Verdacia, 1232/ the Warden of Trescornia while Santos Traffi-
cante was a detainee. When Congressman Richardson Preyer

stated that the Committee would indeed be interested in

-
2

interviewing Jose Verdacia Verdacia, Mr. Buergo stated that

"‘! :’E,al E.

At 3:30 p.m., HSCA reoresentatives interviewed

N

3
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Jose Verdacia Verdacia in Robm 2003 of the Hotel Riviera.
Present were Congressman Rféhardson Preyer, G. Robert

Blakey, Edwin Juan Lopez Sotb, Senen Buergo, Captain

lators Juanita Vera and Neliie Ruiz de Zarade, and two
stenographers. 1233/ The interview ended at 4: 20 p.m.

On Sunday morning, 27 August 1978, the Cuban Government's
representatives took the Selgct Committee representatives

4

{

y

g . Felipe Villa, Ricardo Escértfn, Arais Gutierrez, trans-

to Veradero Beach.
At 8:35 p.m. Select Cﬁmmftiee-rgpresentatives interviewed -
; Orestes Guillermo Ruiz Pere;'at‘ the H'ote'l Internacional at
Veradero éeach, Present were Cbngressman Richardson Preyer,
# G. Robert Blakey, Edwin Juana Lopez Soto, Richardo Escartin,
g Captain Felipe Villa, Senen V'B:ue’rgo and tra'ns]atdr Juanita
Vera. 1234/ Because there'ﬁere no stenographers present

the Cuban representatives tébe-recordedithé interview. The

interview ended at 9:20 p.m. .

interviewad Rolando Cubela Secades in Room 2003 at the Hotel

; On 28 August 1978, at 10:25 a.m., HSCA representatives
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Riviera. Present were Congfessman Richardson Preyer,
G. Robert Blakey, Edwin JudhfLopez Soto, Ricardo Escartin,
Captain Felipe Vi]lé, Senen Buergo, translator Juanita

Vera and Nellie Ruiz de Zékade, and two stenographers.

A ED, R, e

Also present was Antonio He}nandez who escorted Mr. Cuebla
from prison to the Hotel. 1235/ The interview ended at

3 . 11:45 p.m.

.

At 3:25 p.m., HSCA representatives interviewed Maria

Teresa Proenza y Proenza in“koom 2003 of the Hotel Riviera.

RN
NG

Present were Congressman Richardson Preyer, G. Robert Blakey,

Edwin Juan Lopez Soto, Richardo Escartin, Captain_-Felipe

R

Viilla, Senen Buergo, Antonid_Hérnandez, translator Nellie

Ruiz de Zarade and two stenbgraphers. 1236/ The interview

ended at 4:15 p.m.

On 29 August 1978, a£f9:30 a.m., the HSCA representatives

met the Cuban delegation for a final work session in Room 2003

g

of the Hotel Riviera. Present were Congressman Richardson

Preyer, G. Robert Blakey, Edwin Juan Lopez, Ricardo Escartin,

4

Senen Buergo, Captain Felipe Villa, translators Juanita Vera

ind Mellie Ruiz de Zarade and two stenographers. 1237/

e
Y
3, J
Y
%

Classification:

T
U
'
D

o N

2001007
VA RESS AU Y A i Classified by derivarion:



i kia ek i GGEL Nah NG

(This form is to be used for material extracted
from ClA—controlled documents.)

- 295 -

The Cuban de1egation.3bokesperson, Senen Buergo,
explained that Mr. Manuel Piniero 1238/ was out of the
country and therefore an inferview could not be arranged.
Mr. Buergo explained that fhe Cuban'de]egation had located
Luisa Calderon Carralero 1239/ but because she was 111 an
1nterv1ew could not be arranged Mr. Buergo suggested
that the HSCA forward questnpns to the Cuban Govefnment.
Ms. Calderon's answers woqu;then'be forwarded to the
Committee. ‘

Mr. Buergo exp]ained‘that Raul Roa 1240/ had a very

- busy schedule. Mr. Roa fe]t‘that he could not adﬁ'any more
information to what Nilo Ote%o had‘already provided arnd declined

the interview.

Material handed to the HSCA representatives at this -
time included: |
a) a list of persons whom the Cuban dejegation

believed to have hgd close relations with Santo

Trafficante;
" b) photographs dépictihg what the Cuban government

beiiesved to be a Central Intelligenca Agency

2051007
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photographic surveillance base targeted
against thé Cuban'Consu]ate and Embassy in
Mexico City duringji963;

c) an-essay entitled "Imperialism's Political,
Economic, and Mi]itﬁry Organizations and

~Agencies of Crime,;Such as the CIA" and

- l iu ‘Eim ‘ii‘m w' m e : k’

d) an article entitled "Finally We Have Eliminated

That Pinto in the White House, said Bob, When

i

He Heard About JFK's Assassination"

The final work session ended at 11:00 a.m.

At 1:00 p.m., the Cubéﬁ delegation escorted the Com-

Qi

mittee's representatives to: the airport. At the a1rport

‘they were %)d/farewell by the Minister of Just1ce, Armando

Torres Santrayll, Senen Buergo, Juanita Vera and Nellie

Ruiz de Zarade.

R A

At 3:30 p.m., the HSCA representatives and Washington

Consul, Ricardo Escartin, departed Cuba.
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Appendix 5: Biography: Elena Garro De Paz

Elena Garro de Paz was born of Spanish parents in
Puebla, Mexico on December 11, 1917.. (A11 information in
this section culled from Bidgraphy Data form prepared by
Char]es'Thomﬁs.) Ms. Garrd.attended'the National Autonomous
University of Mexico and 1a£er did graduate work at Berkley
in California and at the University of Paris. 1In 1963,

Elena had long been married;to_Octavio Paz, a career
diplomat who is also one of Mexico's finest poets and leading

intellectuals. When Octavio:was named Mexican Ambassador

to India, the couple separated by mutual consent. Elena's

daughter, also named Elena, has always resided with her

mother.

B

Since Elena spent seventeen years of her early life

in Europe she had a rather un-Mexican objectivity about her

native land and had a reputation for being one of its more -

articulate detractors. At the same time, £lena was considered

4
£
Al
55

emotionally committed tc many aspacts of Mexican 1ife and

made an important con<sributicn to its artistic davelopment
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In the '1960's Elena became a signfficant writer.

Hogar Solido, E1 Rey Mago, La Senora en su Balcon, Ventura

Allende, Andaise por las Ramas, Parada Empresa, and E1 Viaje
are plays that have had appkéciativeAaudiences'in Europe,
where they were translated into German, as well as in Mexfco.
Ms. Garro's short stories are collected in a volume called

r

La Semana de Colores. The Literacy Supplement of the London

Times haé called her nove],fLos Recuerdos de Porenir, "a

splendid success." Critics have said of her: "For Elena
Garro, there is no frontier.betﬁeenArea1ity and fantasy;
in any case, the latter is eﬁsecond reality--perhaps more
intense--to.which one may penetrate without passport or
forewarning, thanks to the effectiveness qf a literature
fired with passion, flavor ahd 1ife." Maﬁy people who
knew Elena have asserted +hat the frontier between rea11ty
and fantasy is also d1ff1cu1t for her to d1st1ngu1sh in
real life. (Biography Data EOrm cn Elena Garra de Paza

. brepared by Charles Thomas.)-

Ms. Garro, for many years, was an active worker in

the Confederacion Nactional Campesiaa (CNC), the agrarian
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arm of the Partido Reformista (PRI). Because Ms. Garro

was a tireless propagandist-énd agitatof on behalf of
the poorer Mexican beasants,_she was on close personal
terms with and énjoyed.thé Eéspect of peasant leaders
from all over the country. (ibid.)

E]éna was considered a7witty, urbane and opinionated

- woman with an unflagging sense of humor. Her forthright

opinions and sharp wit tendéd on occasion to ruffle feathers
in Mexico, but her importaﬁt sqcial,.]iteracy, and po]itical.
connections rendered her faif]y immune from serious cunter-
attack until 1968. Then, Ms; Garro was forced to-flee the
country with her daughter, Elenita and her sister, Deba

Guerrero de Galvan, in the midst of ‘the student strikes.

Nebiih  Geddd NGl Gadd, Gl GEA WA V=R

The House Select Committee on Assassinations has been unable
to determine the exact reason Ms. Garro had for f]gi}ng
Mexico. /5%[7t%gﬁ¢¢q£¢-dr ) tm Cﬂljfhﬁ“ &ﬂ2b4§’7r

Before her disappearance from Mexico, Elena was well
disposed toward the United States and had been friendly
Wwith tmbassy officers. Her braad range o7 significant

personal friends, the views of many importan:t to the

. . N I - ﬁ.:l

W\
i
o

Clessitiea by derivarion:




(This form is to be uéed for material extracted
from ClA—ontrolled documents.)

- 300 -

American Embassy, made her a useful Embassy target. (A
"useful Embassy target" is aiperson deemed important
enough because of acquaintances to merit frequent

contact, either witting or unwitting, with American

Embassy officials.)
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APPENDIX SIX: GLOSSARY OF- TERMS USED IN REPORT.

Agent: A person who knowingly works for the CIA on a
contract or job basis. A

Asset: A .general term for persons, not officers, used
by the CIA. For example, both agents and sources
are assets. An asset is anyone used in an
operation or project, whether or not(that is
aware that he is being used. —

»

Case officer: See dperatiéhs officer.

Coverage: Surveillance.

Cryptonym: A series of letters used by the CIA to iden-
tify someone or something while protecting that
person or things true identity. All.the letters
in a cryptonym are capitalized. The first two
letters are assigned by the subject matter.or
local to which the person or thing belongs. The
rest of the cryptonym is randomly assigned. See
LIMITED for example. The "LI" designates that
the project was located in Mexico. 2) The planet
on which Superman .was born.

Chronological file: A folder in which material is stored
in chronological order. Usually used for produc-
tion or communications type material.’

Electronic intercept base: House, apartment, or building
that contains equipment used in intercepting and
tapging telephone conversations subject to
electronic surveillance.

FOIA: Freedom of Informétion Act.

LIEMPTY: CIA cryptonym for photographic project aimed at
the Soviet Embassy in Mexicec City.

LIERODE: CIA cryptonym, pre-1964, for surveillance operation
aimed a2t the Cubans in Mexico City.

LILY2IC: CIA cryp*onym assigned to cne of the three bases
wnich provided photograzhic surveillance of the
Soviet Embassy in Mexico City.
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LIMERICK: CIA cryptonym meaning "Soviet".

photographic surveillance of the Soviet Embassy
in Mexico City. .

LIONION: CIA cryptonym for photographic surveillance.
operations aimed at the Cuban diplomatic com-
pound in Mexico City after July, 1964.

NGEN

Listening Rost: See electronic intercept base.

g

Logs: A list of photographs taken and the times they

LIMITED: CIA cryptonym of one of three bases which provided sg

were taken prepared by agents in the photographic
base houses. '

J

Monitors:( Drsavibes wdwiduals }who worked in the elec-
tronic intercept base istening to conversations
on telephone lines subject. to wiretaps and
summarizing those conversations they deemed
to be important. -

Officer: CIA.career employee.

Operation: A subpart of a project. Often used interchangably
‘ with "project". ’

Operations officer: CIA career employee; term usually ga
used 1n connection with an employee with respon-
sibility for a particular operation or project.

Penetration agent: An agent who works inside a target
instituticon. For example, . LIE- ¢rypt orked for
the CIA in the Cuban Embassy in Mex:Zo City.

v)

file: Designation assigned to a personality file in the gﬁ
CIA's Mexico City Station. A file for the 2
retention of information in written form arranged
according ‘to individual's names.

\‘: a 'i N ;‘ﬂ

Photographic basa: EHouse, apartment, or building used for
nousing cf photogracaic surveiliance equipment and
the acents Who oOperate it. . Always.located near
the target. I e i 3 '

i |

'-,’,'.7‘.“'&\,}?""\
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Pitched: Made an effort tb'recruit as an agent,

asset
Or source.

Production: Materials or information generated by an
operation or project.

at a specific person, institution or thing, _
with the aim of collecting information, influ-~

encing behavior, etec. ) -

Project files: A folder for the retention of information
- generated by, or relating to a project. Gene-
rally broken down into four sub-files: Devel-

opment and plans, production; support; and
operations. ' : T

Psuedonym: False name assigned to CIA officers for use
in communication channels.

Pulse camera: A camera with a shutter that is automat-
‘ ically tripped by a triggering device activated
by changes.in light density.

§a ' Project: A group or set ‘of .operations by the CIA aimed

‘ Resuma: Daily summary of important conversations on
4 surveilled telephone lines prepared by monitors
in the listening post. '
Selected Out: Phrase used when a Foreign Service officer
1s retired after having been in one grade for the
2 maximum period of time and is not considered
qualified for promotion to a higher grade.
Source: A person who either wittingly or unwittingly A
; provides information to the CIA.

Station: A CIA over-seas installation. It is the
Headquarters for operations in a particular
j country and is ussually located] deseqbcs

" le<ahon .’]the country
in which 1t 1is situated.

Subject file: Folder for +he Tetention of infcrmation in

A ‘ . wWritten fornm arranged by the subject mattrer of
gﬁ - the inﬁp;mat}on” “-:ned' o — -
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Target: A person, institution or thing at which a
project, operation or pitch is aimed.

VLS-2 trigger device: A machine which automatically
triggers the shutter of a camera when it :
senses a change in light density. Used along

with a camera and a spotting scope in a "pulse
‘camera." :

GG,
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APPENDIX SEVEN: LISTING OF CIA DOCUMENTS CITED.

Annual Fitness Report on Anﬁ Goodpasture, 1/14/64.

Artic]e; with note in margin, in Oswald P file, by -
Robert S. Allen and Paul Scott, "CIA Withheld

Vital Intelligence from Warren Commission,"
10/21/64.

Blind Memorandum entitled "Delay in sending the first
cable about Oswald.® “ '

B]ind-memorandum re: Lee Harvey Oswald/Silvia Tirado
de Duran, Source: LI/4, 11/26/63.

oy _
- CIA Component Report on wiretap operations, "ZRSOLO

and ZRJIOINT: Two Telephone Tap Operations," Paul
Levister. A

DIR 74830, 10/10/63. (A “"DIR" is a cable from Head-
quarters to a field station. In this report the
field station is always Mexico City.) Wk

DIR 84886, 11/23/63. /Cympﬂﬂ )AﬂkC'A*JMDSi%y&%,f?
S (7 ol M
DIR 84888, 11/23/63. WA CULZINI T WU |

DIR 84916, 11/23/63. /vvv$%k%,r£zav'
DIR 85371, 11/28/63.

DIR 87770, 12/9/63, with attached note.
DIR 88680, 12/13/63.

DIR 90466, 12/21/63.

DIR 16823, 7/4/67.

Draft of letter from Win Scott to John Barron, 11/25/73.

Foul Foe, The, by Winston Scott writing as Ian Maxwell.

HMMA 4300, 3/12/56. {An "HMMA“ is a dispatch from
Mexico City to Haadquarters. ;

. TRERT™Y S0 TRy oy ey
HMMA 14793, 4/8/60. é Jig 3;?3_{3é§55 ;
.o . i E=n N s S U DL
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HMMA 21845, 7/30/63.
HMMA 22005, 8/23/63.
HMMA 22135, 9/13/63.
HMMA 22267, 10/8/63.
HMMA 22307, 10/18/63.
HMMA 22433, 11/7/63.
HMMA 22452, 11/7/63.
HMMA 22536, 11/9/63.
HMMA 22726, 1/16/64.

t

HMMA 23343, 4/30/64.
HMMA 26006, 4/30/65.

D N NG 1 N - N T ‘Gﬂﬁh. NG,

HMMA 26160, 5/21/65.
HMMA 26414, 6/22/65.
HMMA 31303, 2/7/67.

‘G :‘-w}sa

HMMA 32243, 5/27/67.
- HMMA 32497, 7/11/67.

" \;x-'ia

HMMW 12725, 7/8/64. {An “HMMW" is a dispatch from CIA
Headquarters to Mexico City.)

HMMW 13645, 5/13/65.

6 ¥

HMMW 15557, §/34/€7.

HMMW 15488, 5/13/67. ({Mexico City Copy.)

‘»'-,,va. i

Inspector Seneral Report, 1977, Tab 5-2.

Log Film 1#3; 9725733 thra@ggﬁii
- - - '_-Y .

W;f;,
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entitled "LIMITED 17 July 63 (J110) to 9 Dec 1963

(J163) from Archives-Job # 70.209 Box # 1, LIMITED
Production material. S .

Log Film 144, 10/1/63 through 10/3/63, in CIA file

entitled "LIMITED 17 Ju1y>63 (J110) to 9 Dec 1963

(J163) from Archives-Job # 70.209 Box # 1, LIMITED
Rroduction material. v

LIONION Project Renewal Reqdest, 1/1/66.

Memorandum éntitled "Response to HSCA request of 25 July,
1978," 8/20/78. :

Memorandum for the Record fﬁom W. David Slawson re: Trip
to Mexico City, 4/22/54_ 

Memorandum from Chief DDP/PG to Chief of Operations/DDP,
2/3/61. : .

- Memorandum from Chief of FI[OPS to Chief of Operations/

DDP, 1/8/60.
Memorandum from Chief/WHD, to COS/Mexico City, 12/30/63.
Memorandum from "JKB" re: Oscar Contreras, 7/10/67.
Memorandum.from Shepanek-td Scott Breckinridge, 7/31/78.

Memorandum from Winston Scott to the files re: June
Cobb, 11/25/64. ,

Memorandum:to Crark Ahdersoﬁifrom Winston Scott, 11/27/63,
with seven attachments. .

Memorandum to TDP fronm Ehief/WHD, i/21/¢4.

Memorandum to the Lzgal Attache from the COS/Mexico City,

7/15757.
Aemorandum to the Amkassader from Winsisan Scott, 10/16/63,
re “lLee Jswald Cantact with +tha Soviet Embassy."

Mexico City iavestizatiom Chranology, Bulxy # Wx-7241,
Volume .., ... . e Y
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MEXI 6453,
from Mexico City.)

MEXI 6453,
MEXI 6534,
MEXI 7014,
MEXI 7023,
MEXI 7024,
MEXI 7025,
MEXI 7029,
MEXI 7033,
MEXI 7054,
MEXI 7101,
MEXI 7105,
MEXI 7364,
MEXI 9332,
MEXT 9440,
MEXI 5621,
MEXI 5741,
MEX1 1950,
MEXI 1991,

NGtz
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10/8/63. (Mexico copy. A "MEXI" i< a cable

10/9/63. (Headqﬁérters copy.)
10/15/63.
11/22/63.
1;/23/63m
11/23/63.
1i/23/63.
11/23/63.
11/23/63.
11/24/63.
11/27/63.
11727/63.
12/12/63.
5/6/64.
6/19/64.
12/16/55.
12/29/65.
6/29/67.
7/5/67.

from Ana Goodpasture to Mexico City Station Cuban
Section, 2/3/86. :

Noze to Luis Echevarria, i1/23/83.

' ?-t-.
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!
“
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re: "Background on Mexico Station Support Assets
(Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Embassies) ;"
2/10/77.

Project Renewal Request, 1/11/65, attachment to HMMA 25141.

Report on Oswald from John Scelso, C/WH/3, to James
Angleton, C/CI, 12/24/63." _

Review of Project LIEMPTY, attachment to HMMA 15979
11/18/60." I

. W R A

Review of Project LIEMPTY, attachment to HMMA 17999,
10/31/61.

Review of Project LIEMPTY, attachment to HMMA 20054,
10/18/62. : '

Review of Project LIEMPTY, attachment to HMMA 22387,
10/25/63. ’ .

Routing and Record Sheet for DIR 74830, 10/11/63,/
Routing and Record Sheet for MEXI 7028, 11/23/63.

Routing and Record Sheet for MEXI 7033, 11/23/63.

Teletype from the CIA to the State Departﬁent, FBI and
Navy, DIR 74678, 10/19/63

Transcript from Cuban Embassy, 9/27/63.

Transcripts from Russian Embassy, 9/27/63, 9/28/63,‘
10/1/63 and 10/3/63. ‘ '

Undated Draft of 1977 CIlA Staff Report, Tab F, "Mexico

Station Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Embassies
(1953)."

drite-up: Nal?ace B. Rowton_meeting #ith LIRING/3, 5/26/67.

% e 6w % de Yk

Note: ia a<dlition t9 tne ab0v2 Tisted documents many Sum-
marize of Tile reviews, depositions of employvees, -
interviews of employees, etc, are cited in the report,
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