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you

of the Wgrren Bocmission. I ksve now read part of what you were given,

R79%

o s, 12, Frederick, Ed, 21701
| Lo~ 8hy/m :
Senator Cherles lagthies _ : -
UoSosmte ) : v ° .. : L
Washington, D.C. 22570 - T e
" |Dear EHac, : - e

After very lons effort I've finaJJ.} obtained gn instalzent of the F3I's Tecords on me.- .

e I you resz &y last letter you msy recall I asked you if you had taken gt face value what

end others oz the “hurch cou=ittee had been spoon fed about those of ws called "oritics” |

. —— .

I an distregsed that you would even ap;éar €to accept such vile stuf? without ém AR
ing me sbout it. If it were not so Orwellisn, so totally authoritarian ang the Practise

- our own governzent I'd eczll it &arbage. I knew the F3I would do this kind of thing and
.‘# I aid pot ask you for cories of what related to me, s0 that there could be & response -

e
. bl

in the cozmittee's files, I know T esked Schweiker and Zert, peither of whom responded,

“1.

W¥hat I've zone througk trus far is obviously incozplete for the Period supposedly -

covered, Whether 41t is included, out of order, in wket I am told is yet to be sent I have

" Do way of knowinz, I have passed the 11/8/66 mems to Mervip Wetson for LAT that your

the

comittee printzd witrmout nznes end the attachred pems op Ree If you have retzined g cory,

ttozc half of the fiwgt bege and the first Peregraph of the second are obliterated

en the copy pravided to me. Mo Teason has been zivern me. Bo claiz $o exempiion is specified

Bere or elsewhere. This has become the standard FEI device to frustrate successful spoeal,

If I get & claiz to a1 *he exezptions involved it will be & major job just to &0 thrc-auaz. - -

811

of tois eazein., I3 itself that irpedes my other work, bi'ney intend to stop it, &s another -
Jou wey not Lzve says: "The derger seemws considerable if be is not stopped now, "

This wes in comnection with a scheme they had for having an -agent sue me, I've

cently deposed that suthoriterian in an FOIA suit. When he made a per erence to these

¢ords of wiich I tten had po knouledzge after the depesiticn wes over, not to interfere -
e

ith it, I told the 4AUSA and representative of the PZI Office of Legal Counsel thst 4f

would sue I'd waive the statute of limitatioms, I later wrote this psn the ‘sane thing,

Bg bit to sue erd put ks reputatioz and his work on the line, He has oot respended,

- d/did pot 1ib 2 gl Ko, ¥y work about b is accurzte ans faithful,

For &1l their Power eand their willingnmess o use it, witpess scheing 4o bresk me with

& gourious suit iz the neme of an agent, these people are dike night~sneaks, They can do -
tIT.‘Ls khnd of dirty work exly in secrecy., I'1l caxe to their actual fear of daylight in respong—
€ to the specifies not hidden 4n the 11/8/66 attachmen<,

I had not been for Jears and their files also show this,

The openins peragrarh is factually icaccurate. This, too, is tymicel of the FET Iive
to know, Tre pursose of the inaccuracy is Put-dowt. I'm only a chicxen farmer, fy then

Nert ttey have =y Senate exployment, agein with the wrong dates, and my firing, This . .

is attributed +o “percitting certsin icforzation to lesk to the Rress. Senator LaFolletée -

. cm:ﬁ.de.ntia,J; izforzation to e newspaper and the Sangtor wes quite certain the newspeper
involved yxxx wes the 'Dﬂ.lj Worker,! a former eest coast comzunist newspaper.® ... A

I w2s not on the Sepate payroll. I elected not to go back 1o the Jjob from which I wes <

- T

Except that I was fired, whkich is oot literally true, &very word of this is falge,

detailed, I wes the admiristrative assistant to the Administretor of the Farm Secuzity. . ¥

c— . = e e ge ol . B e L e e

ddzinistration, I wes then the corittee's editor, custodian of the’ public recordani Lo
- hotiing else. The commdttee held no secret e and I possessed ng secrets +o leak,\ T
- - F St B .-

. 1% s - P ; -
~ There also was no lesk, The r.atenal__was pz'-g_n‘g&. Iou/ca.n get ii“/fm tke I':'.bra:y R
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:, | their testimony,

of Congress. Beary Berger ceme »acﬁro‘ss relevent records in the Kine Vorkers' records
in whick ke was working last su=mer, It was g letter to Yohn Lewis from ke._rd.ner Pt
veckson, & “wwis lobbyist and a ¢lose friend of mine, It re=inded e of what I had
forgotten, that g superior had told me +o give proofs to a Tr=porter. However, the -
Tecord was public, the volune was beingz printed and it was- not g ‘secret hearing, One of
Ty jobs was to make the galley proofs available to the press instead of transcripts
because the corporate officials from whon we ‘took testizory were perzitted to correct

(Ee.n:y said he had iever seen gp -zlo;iﬁg endnrsea;nt of a yo-mé-;naﬁ.ever;ibis in-

. '|eluded soretling else I'a forgotten, that I Irepared testimony for the saving of the
. |Wagner Act end i+ wag 80lid testikony thet was not rebutted., It wes del;vezjsd by ene of

Lewis' top essistants. Remember, this is tmm 1930s.) -
The reporter was not a Communist . He wes gn anti-Lommunist, It was pot the Daily

- Worker. It was a lebo- Dsws ssrvice. The men was the lgte Eenry Xom, if you kmew iz )
- When he and Henry Fleischer hsd the pablic-reletioms 888nCy fenry nov has, .

- The reel reason leFollete vanted to get rid of me 33 that Jackson and I lobﬁted

ther aprroriation for the subcorzittee he wented to die, Ee got .along.ve.u'-.unough on
is fether's reputation, Ze did not like to work and on the cormitiee he did nope, I

rared his firg: questioning at the firgt bearing, heving to work around the clock: for
: to do it while he was livirz it up, not aven 8howing up .at the office, The most
Work he ever did was to read & briefing in advanse of the kearing,

: ‘ That investization was of the mizratory worker sltuation in Celiformia, Remenber
Stednbeck!s Grapes of ¥rath? Without me and that lobbying, which had to get around FDR -
444, there never would heve been that invest gmtion, Should I be ashamsd pow? or .7
then? Wes it .wrong then? So the first tiie he had g cozplaint, however false it :was,
IEPouete ‘8ot his vengeance in a ¥ay he could defend with his labor support.

w .Part of the next Peragraph is obliterated in Ty eopy. I'm certain 4t is as mrejudicisl
-and unfaithful as what remains, that I was ope of 40 fired by the State Departnment, "be-

of suspicion of being a com=unist or BJaving comruni st gynrethies.” As this does sz,
:Ee was later allowed to Tesipgn without Dreiudice,” my empheeig, ‘2 fact I led the defemce

the 10 of us and erranged for it. In later wiihdrawirz its action, much 4o +the Chazsrin
Hoover apnd the F3I, State apologized for i+. The begdline of the day, which should ‘have
b?en in the files your cozittee had,.was ™hacked down.” It was a Rloy by the Beanderthslg
%ho had moved iz and taken cantrel over more than "eecuzity" urfer the ¥clarran Aet, singe
beld wmConstitutional, . : .

I tkink I wrote you after obtaining pPart of the State files only., When Stete esked
'tl?e FEI for a name-check gn 22 the FEI lded and gaid it kad no files on me, The resson
:Lq azterent: these records cannot stand exs~inmation and they were not about ‘to let them be
exarined in a loyalty hearing, That the FEI aig lie is in the records I've just obtained
froo it, together with the high-level contortions +o contrive & sementical by-ress. The
deal they finally cooked up is a2 typical pon sequétur - State had not aszed them to ipe
vestizate me, . )

Yy defense was mo bomo by the lew firm ther headad by tbe late Judge Thurman Armold.

I hac"helped kim when he wag 4o charge of IJ anti-trust, with all my iavestigative reporting

Saz eartels apd the like, Hs or ome of the cther peripers inierested “rs. Ogden Beig
of the New York Herald fmibune, who. assigned Bert Andrews to do & story, It is. ane of the
Zany missing from the State £ile -and the ope I'vye Just received. It inclnded an dntertiew
'wi'l‘:h Hoover in wkich Boover told him that thsre really was nothinz agzainst any of us and

that if g couple had been his ‘employees he'd haver told us thzat we knex Deonlie we ahoupif

be careful about. State ¥es forced to "back down.” ¥e were Virtually all Jews. Two were
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‘ 1t has been zaay months since I wrote Dtate about correcting the files it did let )
‘ze have, far froz 211, under the Privacy Act, I still await a response and the rest of
tkhe files, - .. - - B e

Next there i:= the real gem, "It is alleged that Weisberz held an.annual celebration ..
of the Russiar “evoluticn. eeeaz Hmcenic at his residence end was sttended by 25 t0 0 w=
known people...” . o -

The gnlv tires thet many people were at ‘the farm, not the home, was on tbe annusl -
outing of thc Jevish Welfare Boerd for Washington-area service personnel and their fami-
lies. 4nd it vec oot at the time of ‘the Russien revoluticn, vikich was in November, but -~ 7"
ic September, efier the high holy days. It was arranged hy e rabbi we knew, Iou should
renenber the deligh: of kids in seeing ezzs hatch, baby chicks, ducks and geese and

other faer= creztures. That is what it wase . They kad a Fenie at.oqr.fm, DO _DOTEs T T —

In the F3I's own records rather than those they pessed along the ®alleged® is misging,

The actuzlify is thst 4» +hose deys, et tke request of USIA, T had chellenged the . .
USSR to peaceful cozpetition in poultry. Leter Stete asked me to go there and show then
bow to reise better chickens. You may not recall it but I won first Prize for the whole
United States in the only dressed poultry competition ever held. You should remember my = -
ﬁromtianal werx o= <ke poultry industry.. LT T T T s - T T

RS . T .
P omew e

I do 2ot know whzt wes mesked in the comies provided me. I have FEI records that are .
less that\ full ans zuch less than trutkful about 8some, like their gensing up with the Dies
cozittee in an ettexpi to frame me. To survive thet monstrous tusiness I had 4o take
gTand jwry ewey from the AUSA and then pewsuade it to indiet +he Dies agent. I think
t hes not hapoened since end I know of no esrlier case. After he got pestdd the <ap
'gfe FZI hed fed iz as by oy persistence alonme he did,that AUSL, then third man in the ~—- -
! e

. - -

L - T -

fice of ike U.S.Attormey in Weshingtan end later chief war crmimes prosecutor in Tekyo,
had s0 much respect 222 so zuch concern for me that he gave me a transcript of the grand
jury testizony. 8e tcld me the time mighi coze when I mizht peed it for my defense, given

32t he h2d seen. If he were not dead I would not be"telling you this. Wmile the trans— —

ipt is not iz oy office I can locate it if you have any doubts. You krow he risked Ids --—
" envire career in an effort to atone for what he ked ‘almost dome to a kK3, which is what
1 then wes. Tre TZI hod hed two agents confine me, illegally, o pressure me izto sign= .
ing & false confessicn, I merely sat and refused. When they blinked they let me c2ll my -
davyer, taritmer in tre lew fizm Drev Peersan arranged for Jacksor!s defense and mine.
‘at‘_‘:so:‘s friezde, lire “een ichesan.and others of that firn, who I met through J'ac!san,
ran lire hell wkez he asked then to be counsel. The union did oot dare provide cdunsel
beceuse the wiole I-azeup hsd as its sdded burpose getiing the wnion movement.,

The F3I kos not =iven me the copy of the false confession it tried to Pressure me
ne inti—icdate nme inte sig=inz. Eowever, it 8lipoed up and gave me & record showing they
had actuslly &istriduted 4t to FII offices. I huve a record referzing to it. 4nd so Dies

%o cov 2 mlez for kis wretched minionm, - ~ - -
The szme men was also in on a real Plot %o throw Roosevelt out. I mede the mistake &f _
‘Frusﬁ:.: toe FII with those recordy believing they'd be retwrned, It was a shuddering - e
;‘.i:,:;. It involved the highest military personags. How that I'nm getting my records tom R
gether for an archive for some years I've been trying to recapture these Tecords for *_"f.’{,v _
c.‘;;eposi‘.:, Sor stulsois today god for the future, The Department of Justice hes mrovided
coctenporaneous mroof thet the FEI lied to me over the disposition of them. The FEI claims -
to kave destroyed them, meaninz a copy they mads. The. Criminal Division returmed them +o B
the F3T after the alleged date of destructicn. I aweit tbe next lie. LT S :
In the F3I records there is an allegation. that I wes a co-worker, put in a warmer wey,
with one suppected of involvement in the *Gregory® case. If my recollectonm is correct that
the case of & lideral dew ¥amk Yeal economist, Cregory Silvermaster, The mesked reference
ees to be that my boss when I worked for the governzent had been at 2 perty with him, I --

knew my boss because the goverzmzent vut me %o work under him. I &p not naw what Mo
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politics were. I know he was & liberal. I know he praised me for a larze research job I
had done, to identify the preminent Comounist labor leaders in one of the four Latin
Anerican areas into which the Pivision wes divided. (So did the man with whor I was fired
for who= I did &% end another with whon I was fired who wanted me 4o do it for his area,
Obviously this kind of inforzation was essential for our diplomats.) The alleged "grep-
ory" man was driver out of tre country as hs was hounded froa job to Jjob, last + heard of
os

]

be first of & two-volume anti-Castro study. =~ o
I cen orly wonder what else was fabricated, what wes obliterated from the poison ‘sent

pat I was a Hew Yezler appears like an epmithet in the spooks' former secrets = when I

2s part of the Few “eal govermment, That I em not even a perty-lining Dewscrat you should
now very wells I doubt I have known & dozed Commmnists in &y 64 years. 4 heve known many
ore who could be czlled fascists. - : ) : . .

Two aspects of tzis trouble me much. One is that you appear to have let yourself be

rfluenced unilaterally well as you know me end my beliefs. That:you would credit such

tuff without even esking ms and not respend when 1 raised the questiorn with you. The

ther is that this reflects to me the cepebility of the FZI and others like it to inti-

idete the “ongress while the Congress is actuelly investigating it and them. They show

ou what they can do to you and the Congress trembles. And it is a fact, these kinds of

tthoritariens have tne mears and the disposition to hurt those who oppose authoritsrian~—
» which they represent. 4 politicel figure who kss to run for re-election has somethirng

‘to tixink about. e,

In the records I have received there is a theme of Treporting, critical of my faith
in the Congress to clean up the mess the execulive agencies and the Cozmissicn mesde in -
t%:s JFX mssassinetion, I do not bave that faith today. As you may hzve seen I've been
exposin: the dishonesties of the Bouse comdittee, which is updated Fclertzyiss to ze in
miustified criticisms of the agencies. I guess the middle is 2 lonely plzee and thet

rdswocrih wac correct about being in the forefront in =n eras of change, &y first book,
y;u mey recell, askei for can';'ess 40 investigate. Jou spoke to Eanny Celler about it
T 1965. Toe FSI does not like that., These refords show it. '

In the records I heve gome over I do not think there is a single page that is =~
tff-.-*.t.‘:f 1 and fair, Scme of the contrivances, especially about the perfection of the
irector when he mede terrible mistakes, are aickering. They differ in degree only from
t 4 have seen in ceptured files of ememy authsriterizniss, Yhat T em szring is that
re is involved much more than the hurt to me. This rerresents a clea~ and present
znzer to thz commtry aznd to z free systen of socisty.

Thzt burt to me wes the design is explicit. Prior to obteinins these records I had
obtained others in an FOIA suit. They spell it ovie This is now in a court record in
‘@ case iz which the FEI is & defendent, They have not chellenged it in eny way. They

te It is their own record, their own words, the diktat of their dictetor.

‘ Perfection is not s human state, Hac. Now that my health is agasin impeired I am more
-inciined, especially when I go over records like these, to consider my own record. My
cord for accuracy is entirely untouched. I have no reasenm to be ashmsed of xy recori for
integrity. I do find, thanks to thes FEI's eniirely izprover spying, thet I wes much too
1 servative at the begirming, much toogenerous in seeking justifications for wrongdoing.

Whex we lasi mat I was recovering froc preumonia and pleusisy., Shorily thereafter I

PR e
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it bhas incressed sincs, There now is an incormpletely dizgnosed -arteriel complication. I
- bave undertaker an enormous job. I wdll do as mich of it as I can as well as I cen for

C.el personalpnvacyp.gnts ic the archive. But I will rise o defend my reputation if it

i ke was in Candda, teaching pest the age of retirement to make ii., fe had just published

o tke ¥hite House, what exists in the records still withheld, I have never been a Comuniss.

wgs bosrmitelized for acute thrombophlebikis, By then there had been permanent damage, I feer

->

" tever good it cen do, whatever value it cen have. I have arranged for a permanent arckive
of a1l my records. Tnis inclndes the poison I em seeking from the government, I have weived
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is challg.eged.. To dete it hes never been toc =y face. Only the kind of vemon to which you
2 your colleagues have been subjected. To the degree it is possible for me to do it
on paper I will correct tnis evil Srezecenda.

Widesmread as pon-cozpliance 1s I have obizined enough to yrovic’.e a basis This is 2
se=rle. In tife perkaps taere will te more. The CI: hes not yet complied.with my requests
fé‘* thas records on me, froz 1571 they ‘have not cozpliei, They have given me & few peges,
less thas & had obtained elsewhere, snd khsve been sitting on an appesl for yeers. I hope
to be able to sue all these authoriterians. -~

In one of the FOIL suits I toox the witmess stznd last year to tick off cases of B
¥FSI pzrjury. I was not cros: execined on this. No agent caze to testify in his own defense,
FoI counsel as well as <he AUSA had ¢ crack at cvoss-ezemining me and daring to fryt0 - -
pull some of the stufl you've been suoaac.ea i to. The 4US4 pooped out on the c-oss ezanina-
tion end the FZI l:-wyer reczined silent

I will not accept official perjury if I cen do nothing about +he willingness of the -
surts to tolerate it. T also will not Be intimindsted by these peoble. The wrong they

, must be ended or the couniry is not sefe. I feer the pe..anent ham to the nat!.on fm .
he wrong that h2s taken most of ©y racent years. )

. e -\\-.‘-. ......

) ol

In the authentic sense of the azbuszd word, not that g:.ven i‘t 'Dy ".:he Koo‘ve"'s, the .
Carthys, the Dieses and tzeir lind, I coasider myself a patriot and my vork & petriotic
deavor. Hy work is not end nsver hes bean the pursuit of a whodumit. It gddresses the
metioming of the besic institutions of our society. When they melfunction we are all

2 éznger and so, in &y view, is rifresentative soc:.ety end any mea.m...gfu. coneept

" freecdoz. . .-

-l el L <

m————— - -

Wnether or not you respond I do asz th=t if you have such stuff as I have cited in
sur £files you keep a copy of this with ite I this can 'still be done with the records of
e “hurch coz—itiee I wouwld ages ceciate that.

m'ﬁ

Sinecerely,

Harold Weisberg




