
To Quin Shea from Harold Weisberg, appeals: 
King assassination records; 
jFK assassination records 

8/2/78 

Ulile ordinexily I would delay to have time to acquire more information nd to be t‘c- able to provide copies of records to save your staff time the circumstances that lead 
to my making these appeals now -auggest that thi-FII is off on a Cointelpro Operationi 
avirmt me and is determined to waste-as much of the time I have left as it 

If this is not the intent it is the effect. 
As of the information -1  not/have available, which is quite incomplete, the sug- 

gestion of news renpgement by the FBI cannot be avoided.. 
Ordinarily also I would write you separately about these two historical subjects. 

I have oily one life and one work. Interference with and intrusion into any aspect of 
my -work is for me intrusion into all of it. fn this case both are intc:rtwined by acts 
and failures to act by the FBI. 

It in an accepted belief and practise that schalarn are entitled to first use of 
their work and what it yields. With regard to the Byers matter, of which you are awarei, I filed two ap;eals, first a verbal one by my lawyer and immediately a written one. At 
his request and without any quid pro OW or other conditions I assigned this first use to Bob Adams of the mlt. 44ouis cost Dispatch. °ecause of the distance that -separates us 
and the news maaagement that had already been -accomplished I anked - Mr. Adema to inform 
you of this and I asked my lawyer to confirm it to you. In return  _I was led to believe 
that this first use would be preserved and would be followed by .a general release. his 
appears to have been confirmed to .zy lawyer yesterday afternoon by FBISA EOrace P. Beckwith 

Ky lawyer read the released records to me, in part, by phone, after which I immediate"'• conferred with .1:;.r. 414.27.%.  There is content in the released records that require the know- 
ledge of a subject-expert if the information is to be reported honestly .and fairly and 
not as part of an official -proapgencia campaign. this content is of such a - nature that 
the lest and most hoaect-and honorable reporters might well be mis6id in reporting it 
and thus sight mislead the country. 

After supper lazt tight hr. Piams-phaned me to inform me that his editors had told 
him that a story on these Byers. records was moving on the New York Times wire as an 
exclusive to the New York imes. 

On the first segment of Good Morning America shortly after 7 a.m4 the treatment of 
the content cf these records amounts to cfficial propaganda. .It was limite to the rep- / resentation that James Karl Bay had been paid 510,000 after the &sag'.= L of 
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and subject expert whether or not this was the FBI's intent. 

Whether or not the FBI .so intended thif also is an obvious manipulation of the 

upcoming souse Assassinations Committee hearings.Sr. Ray reportedly is to be the first 

witness at those hearings. 

In connection with the foregoing I remind you that fora decade the F21 refused to 

do anything about my FOIL recuests for information relating•to the King assassination, 

forced me into lengthy and costly litigation to obtain it and once it could no longer 

withhold this information *ftem-ee.- ne again denied me first use by placing It in its reading 

room andmaking it available to all. In this the FBI appears also to have led UI to 

believe that UZI was responsible fpr this major release of formerly secret records.121 

therefore isformed the entire world that it excluisivkly had- done the work-I in fact 
did at great personal cost.In itself this was costly and hOrtful to me and to my work. 

With regard to the records Ea iieckwith cave hr. "esar for ne yesterday I appeal 
withholdings from them. I also ask for a copy of the identical records from the files of 

the FBI .St..Iouis'Field Office and for the records that it appears to me must -exist 

relating to the finding and release of the records released. I believe that the records 

not provided must exist also in e.b.Lig and possibly in other field offices. 

It is the FBI's explanation of the withholding of 	records that are within the 

content of =REIN records, all of which I was to receive, that as eperiencalFTZ agent 

made a simple error and misfiled them. (I was mot•aware that Sas did their own filing.) 

The FBI's story, if not cover story, is that when a search was made for records relating 

to Nx. -Byers these released records were located on Earch.13.of this year and then rushed 

to FBIECe attention the liaison with the rouse committee. 
These records are also within the ETTRY17 records, relating to which iO addition to 

-sy request there were FBI—taitiated stipulations covering the St. jituis field office. 

Bowever, the St. iouis office appears not to have sentZ. copy to the attention of the' 

FOIL unit or in any other way sought to comply with the stipulations, of which it VMS 

aware.. This failure was duplicated by FBI.BZ. As E. result there was the extensive if not 

also misleading news stories of which you are aware while I was for months denied this 

record and. any use of it. Inference of news management cannot be ignored in this. The 
BI does know its busineso and enough FBI senior personnel are aware of 

The Fla appears to have undertaken -a new unilateral revision of the Act. his is 

that it has the right to withheld by misfiling and the right to continue to withhold 
after discovery of the misfiling. If this could be the case - there would be no FOIL. I 

contest and appeal this FBI interpretation and its acts pursuant to this interpretation. 



Another consequence of this PIZ news rrrPgemear by FOIL misinterpretation is the 

fact that the millions of people reached by this moraines ABC telecast•were not told 

that the Byers records include a serious Aisputiag of anything he .night say because be 
is a "very treacherous max guy-" and other such - evaluations. 

If by any chance the FBI misfiled in 1974, the 1978 discovery of the 1974 record 
should have been followed by correct filing,  which .in turn _required MURKIN filing and 
providing of copies to me. It now appears that even after the record was located, read, 
understood and forwarded it still was not filed in EMRKIN. On the basis that it is and 
should have been filed under EM:IN in 1974 and thus provided to me I appeal alliths 

withholdings from it and reprocessing under the proper standards for historical cases. 

In this I do not request disclosure of the identity of- the informer. I do appeal part 

of the apparent withholding of informer filings  -RI this I mean that I do not appeal 

the withholding of the special file designation -subordirmte to the initial file designa-

tion by which a copy was routed to informer files. I am .aakiag that the fact of this 

filing now be reflected by not obliterating the first numbers of informer filings I 

believe these first number for cr4 minsil  informants are 137, for political 134. They 

are not secret and are not properly withheld. 

The leak and misuse of these records, now for the second. time, in my belief puts 

them in a special different category. and requires the disclosure to me of what under 

other circumstances might be withheld. hie is all the content not urgently required 

to be withheld relating to all the other information, whether or not it has or can have 

any =IN   N. Byers himself has been thrust into a different position. In 

addition to the leak the FBI arranged for him to be a secret witness before the :louse 

assassins committee,- as he was at.least on May 8 of this year, to my personal observatioa. 

I believe misuse e1irtin,4tes the proper application of b2 claim and that the -stead:a:ads 

for 7(C)1 and (D) should be those of the Attorney General's 5/5/77 state eat. 

Misuse also requires special kinds of response to me relating to the content aileginr 

that a Short stocky man who walked with a limp paid Ray 410,000. No such records have 

been provided. This content both in 1974 and 1978 required the most diligent III 

investigation. ABC states there was none. I am agleire fora special file search of all 

possibly relevant files and a first-person affidavit fvom those who make such searches. 

presastatemeat, whether or note truthful, does not meet the affirmative obligation 

imposed upon the FBI by the Act. 

If there is any investigation of this alleged oversight, I 44t also request all 

records of any such investigation. 



It is my belief that this entire matter of the Byers records should be looked into 
by the Departmet*, not the FBI. If this happens. I also request all relevant records. 

With regard to JFK assassination records that remain withheld from me, I had 
several inquiries yesterday. These were from a Texas reporter and from three.inde-
pendent researchers who came hare. Because of these withholdings I was not able to 
provide the assistance that ordinarily I would have provided. 

Also involved is the release to one 1.J.Webermen, who styles mmsPlf.a 
of photographs taken from a Min= camera possibly possessed by Lee Harvey Oswald or 
Michael Paine. (It is possible that these photographs had already been removed from the 
camera and processed earlier.) 

Mr. MoCreight wrote Mr. Weberen a covering letter I believe you should obtain and 
read and thereafter apply as FBI standards for the JFK and Xing records. As read to. me 
by phone Mr. MoCreight stated that because of the special historical importance of the 
.IFI.records the FBI was practising no withholding at all. 

I was led to believe that as the 	released.any JFK records copies would be 
provided to me. In not a single instance has this happened. I have not received copies 
of any such records. Specifically I have not received copies of these photographs and 
any relevant records. 

On the subject of photographs, it has been ,a long time since I offered to go to 
and review the files of JFK assassination photographe and see if I could limit 

request for copies of then. The FBI has not evenaCknowledged my letter and this 
added effort to accomodate it. 

"elated to this is the unexpected providing of copies of photographs of President 
Kennedy's clothing by the FBI. The photographs provided are limited to those i specified 
I did not want. I repeated my request for the clormng photographs I did and do want. 
1 long time has passed and my letter has not been ac4lOwledged. 

Because of my special circumstances and a record that leads to the belief it is not 
possible to accomodate the FBI or obtain any voluntary compliance from it I now request 
prints of all JFKassasoination photographs. By this I mean to include not only those that 
are at FBIRQ and in the reading room. I mean to include all of those squirreled away 
in field offices, including Dallas and l'ew Orleans bet hot limited to them. On still 
photographs I will accept -04 5x7 prints where they are clear and sufficiently com-
prehensible. vtherwise I ask for 8x108. With regard to movie film my request is for 
positive prints except where stills were made, in which event I include Copies xi of 
all such stills. The FBI has left me no real choice. I empress the hope that with 
regard to other POLE, matters it will not continue to eli...nate my opOtions. 


