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To Quin Shee fror Earold We;sberg, apoeals: 8/3/78 K 6 fé
King sesassination records; ‘ (;
JFX assassination records ' L

While ordinerily I would delay to have tize to acquire wore information and to be {«
able to provide cogpies of records to save your stelf time the circumstances tha: lead
to my meking these appesls now suggest that the FZI is off on & coi.ntelpm operationg
against me and is determined tc waste as zuch of the time I have left as it can.
If this is not the intent it is the effect. ¢
4s of the irformation I potyhave available, which is quite incomplete, the sug=
gestion of neus cansgerent by the FEZI cannot be avoided.
Ordinarily elso I would write you seperately about these two historicel sub jects.
I have orly one life and cpe work. Interference with and intrusion into any aspect of
ry work is for ze intrusion irto sll of it, In this cese both zre izturtwined by act
and feilures to act by the FEI.
It iz an accepted belief anc practise thzt schclars are eatitled to first use of _
their vwork end what i+ yields. ¥ith regerd to the Byers matter, of which you are awere) '\
1 filed 4w preals, first e verbal one by &y lewyer and izzediately a written cnme. &t
his recuest and without any quid pro quo or cther conditionms I aszigned this first pse
to Zob Adams of the “t, * ou;s “ost Dispatche Pecause of the Cistsnce that separates us
and the news management t..a.. hed alresdy been accomplished I asxzed Mr, Adems to i=form
you of this and I scied Ty lawyer to confirm it 1o youe Iz ret vz I was led o bBelieve
that this first use would be Preserved and would be followed by a general release, h:.s
appears to have been corfirmed o cy lewyer yesterday aftermoon by FSISA Ecrace T, Deckw ik
Ey lowyer read the released records to me, in part, by phone, after which I immedistcl
conferred with ¥r. idams, There iz content in the releesed records thet require the knowe
ledge of & subject-expert if the irformation is to be reported honestly and fairly and
not as pert of an offieisl Proapgends campeign. *his centent is of such a nature that
the test ercd most honect and honorsble Terporters ...:.g_h well be msgid in reporting it
and thus might mislesd tre countx
4ifter supper loct night hir, &dens phoned e to izform me thet his editors had +olé
3o tzat 8 story on these Zyers records wes Zoving on the New Iork Times Wire as an
exclusive to the New York “izes,
Cp <he first segment c.:“ Good ¥orning America snortly after 7 s.me the trestment of

the content of these records amounts to cfficial Propaganda, It was l:.::.te" to the rep-

Tesentstion that Jemes Earl Ray had been paid $10,000 after the ass ign of Ir. Hre

for the assessination of Dr. King, - / — / A/ - .
This is zot & fair representation of the content, whether or rot th content is .

truthful cr eccurate. RN SRR <,i\

It is the incvitable coreecnerce of fenirl ol f9mad ven 4a {1r mrmSane . e d ol



ant subject expert whether or not this was the Fil's intent, .

YWhether or cot the FBI so inténded thi: also is an obvious manipulstion of the
uscoming Gouse assassications Comittee hesrings. Tir, Ray reportedly is to be the first
witness at those hearings. R

in conmection with the foregoing I remind you that for a deczde the FEI refused to
do anything stout my FOIA re\':_ues:ts for information relsiing to the Xing assassination,
forced me into lengthy end costly litigetion to obtain it and omece it cculd no donger
withhold this informstion %m.me agein denied me first use by pleciny it in its reading
room and meking it avaeilable to alls, In this the FEI appears also to have led UFI <o
believe that UZI was responsible fer this major relesse of formerly secret reccrds. LPT
therefore izfcrmed the entire world that it excl'.:,_fsivily h[an Gone the work I iz fact
did at great personal cost.ln itself this wes cosily 2nd heriful to me and +o Ty vWoTrke

With regard to the recerds Sa feckwith pave Ep, ‘:esa.r for me yesterdey I appeal'
withholdings from them. I also ask for a2 copy of *he identical records from the files of

the #EI St. Lowis Field Office and for the records that it appears to me must exist
relating to the finding and release of the records released., 1 believe that <he records
not provided zmust exist also in FBIEQ and possibly in other field offices.

' ;t is the FEI's explaration of the witbholding of these records thst sre wiihin the

content of FURIZH records, all of which £ waz to receive, +thzi en expericncel FEI agent

§ Dade & simple error and misfiled them. (I wes not awere that SAs did their own filing. )

}. The FEI's story, if ot cover story, is that when & search was made for records reletizs
tc ¥r. Byers these releesed records were locatied oo March 13 of this year ard then rushed
to FSIEC attention the liasison with the Eouse coxmitiees

These records ere also within the LIRXIL records, relating to which in 2ddition to
&y request there were FAl-initisted stipuletions covering ihe St. Houis field office.
Eowever, the St. éouis office nprears not tc have sent w copy to the attention of the
FOIL: unit or iz any otker way sought to comply with the stipulations, of whick it was
aware. This failure was duplicated by FEIHQ. 4s 2 resul®t there was tbe extersive if rnot
elso wmisleeding news stories of which you are asware while I was for monihs denied thic
record and any use of it. Inference of news z:.anagemen‘.: cennot be ignored in irnis. Tre
rZI doce imow its buzinesc end enough FEZI zenior perscinel ere mware of Cede 791880

Tre ¥TI apiezrs tc have undertaken s mew unilaters) revision of the Act. “his is
that it has the right to withheld by mis¥iling end the right to continue to h‘i"thhold
efter discovery of the miafiling. If this could be the case there would be no FOLA. I
coctest and appesl this FEI interpretation and its acts pursusnt to this interpretaticre



dnother consequence of this FII news ceocegement by FOIA misictcrpretation is the
fact that the millions of people réached by this morning's ABC ielecast were not told
“hat the Byers records include z sericus :Aispu-‘ti.r.g of enytring he might say because he
is a "very ‘rescherous xmxx guy" ard other such evalustions.

If by any chance the FBI misfiled in 1974, <the 1978 diccovery of the 1974 record
should have been followed by correct filing, which in turn required MURKIN filing and
rroviding of copies to me. It now appears that even after the récord was locsted, read,
wnderstood and forwarded it still was not filed in MURKIN. On the basis that it is and
should have been filed under KURKIN in 1974 and thus provided to me I appeal allfthe
withholdings from it and reprocessing under the proper standards for historicel cases,
In this I do not request disclosure of the identity of the informer. I do appeal part
of the epparent withholding of informer filinz. By this I mean thet I do not appeal
the withholding of the special file designation subordinate to the initial file desiena-
tion by which 2 copy was routed to informer files. I am asking that the fact of this
filing now be reflected by not obliterating ths first numbers of informer filing. I
believe these firs{ number for cr:m.nal informants are 137, for political 134. They
are not secret and are not properly withheld.

The leak and misuse of these records, now for the secbnd time, in my beldief puts
ther in a special different category and requires the disclosure to me of wnat under‘
other circumstances might ve withheld. 'Ihis is all the content not urgently required
to be withheld relating %o all the othe:l':vinfomation, whether or mot it hes or can have
any XURXIN relationshipe My. Syers himself hss beer thrust into a different position. Iz
addition to the lesk the F31 arranged for him to be a secret witness before the House
assassins commitiee, as he was alt least on May 8 of this year, to my perscnal observaticn.
1 believe misuse eliminatas the proper application of b2 claim and that the 'standéds
for 7(C)f and (D) should be those of the attorney Ceneral's 5/5/77 stetement.

Misuse elso requires special kirds of response to me relatirg to the content alleéi.n.—:
that a ahort stocky man who walked with & limp peié Rey $10,000. No such records have
been provided. This content both in 1974 and 1978 required the most diligent FEI I
investigation. &4EC states there was none. I am asking for a special file search of all
possibly relevant files end a first-person affidavit fpon those who make such searches.
4 presgstatencnt, wnetber or not} truthful, does not meet the affirmative obligetion
irmposed upon the FBI by the Acte.

If there is any investigation of this alleged oversight, I Aif also request all
records of any such investigation.



It is my belief that this entire matter of the Byers records should be locked into
by the Department, not the FEI. If thls happens.I also request all relevant records.
¥ith regard to JFX assassinatlon records tRat remadn withhelé from me, I had
several inquiries yesterday. These wers from a Texss reporter and from three inde-
peadent Tesearchers who came here. Because of these withholdings I was not able to
- provide the assistaznee that ordinarily I would have provided.

41so involved is the relesse to one A.J -Webermgn, who styles himself a "ippie,"
of photographs taken from a Minox camera possibly possessed by lee Harvey Uswald or
Michael Ppine, (It is poss:.ble that these photographs hed alrealy been rexoved from the

camera and processed earlier.)

¥r. McCreight wrote Mr, Weben;an a covering letter I believe you should obtain and
read and thereafter apply as FEI standards for the JFK and Xing records. 4s read to ze
by phone Mre McCreight stated that because of the special historical isportance of the-
JFE records the FRI was practising no withholding st all. .

I was led to believe that as the Pl released .any JFK records copies would be
provided to mes. In not a single instence has this happened, I have not received copies
of any such records. Specifically I have not received copies of these photographs and
any relevunt records. |

On the subject of photographs, it bas been a dong time since I offered to go to
and review the files of JFX assassination pPhotographs and see if I could limit
request for copies of them, The FEI has not even -eckmowledged xy letter and this
added effort to accomodate it, :

Related to this is the unexpected providing of comies of photographs of President
Kennedy's clothing by the FBI. The photographs provided are limited to those I specified
1 did not wante I repeated my request for the clotking photograpns I did and do want.

4 long time bas pessed and my letter bas not been sclmowledged,

Because of my specisl circumstances and & record *hat lesds to the belisl it is noi
possible to accomodate the FBI or obtain any -volunts:ry cozplience from it I now request
Prints of 211 JFX essassination photogrsphs. By this I mean to include not anly those thst
are zt FBIEQ and in the reading room. I mean to include 2l of those squirreled sway
in field offices, including Dallas and “ew Orleans byt hot limited to theg. On still
photographs I will accept $ff 5x7 prints where they are clear and sufficisntly com—
prebensible, Yitherwise I ask for 8x10s. With regard to movie fils my request is for
Positive prints except where stills were made, in which even: I include copies xx of

r

all such stillse The FBI has left me no real choice. I express the hope that with

»

regard to other FCIA motiers it will not continue to eliminate my o;kj?ions.

l/’ . 1’.9 A~



