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Q. VWednesday, July 10, 1968, and we sye with Mr. snd Mrs., Philip Geraei II.
As of now, I'm just testing the volume.

Mrs. - except that aé far as we know. I know that I have always been honest
with them snd I feel certain that Philip has wlways been honest.

Q. Let ms play this back.
Mrs., - with the psople who have asked us questions.

Q. Yes. Let me play this back to chsck the volune.
- Now, would you begin by making a record of what Philip told you or what
you know sbout when and how meny times snd for what purpose Philip went
to see Carlos Bringuier.

- ¢ees

Q. Yes,

Mrs. ... This was right after ths Guban -~ Castro took over Cubsa., Am&.Fhilip
was in the Scouts end they were colleeting clothing for the Cuben people
and the churches were collecting clothing end everybody was all koyed
up on doing somsthing for the Cuban people. Uh - Philip had studied
Spenish in school and was very interested in the language And this one

d day he went to town, he was with & friend, and they waslked down Cansl
Street, you _know, towards the river, and he noticed on the aide street
the sign, C6 roce, and it was Spenish and it caught his eye, so he
went down there and there were Spanish papers snd books in the stors,

30 he and the friend went in this store - :

Q. You remsmwber which friend thet wes? Wes that Bill Dwyser?

Mrs. Uh -

Qs If you'rs not certain -

Mrs. I am not certain., It could bes, I am not certain., I just know he -
Q. Don't say if you'me not certain,

Mrs. - did have a friend with him.

Q. Roight.

Mrs. Anyhow, they beeame interested. It drew their attention because it
was Spanish, And so they got te talking to the wman who owns the store
and he sald - uh, I think this was Carlos Bringuleros - and he said
that he was Cuban and uh - of cource, Philip became inter - had alresdy
been interested in the Guban people and he ssked if there was anything
he could do to help the Cuban people. And Carlos told him no, that the
only thing he could do would be to get a good education if he wanted to
fight Communism because he was gnly 1L ves ol 0 W
was too young toc do anything worthURILe. s GO Te Know wWaer

it was, but another time he went back. He did go back seversl times,
I¥ was during the summer.

Q. At this point let me interrupt you to meke a record of what I told you
before we started taping in faiwﬂ&&g§§?ryom pecple. I told you that in
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his testimony before the Warrem Commission whiech is published; I've

told you how to get coples of 1%, - that Carlos Bringuiser ssid - the
import of Carlos Bringuier's testimony is that for the first time
Phllip entered his store on August 2, 1963. Now I know that's not

true, but I wanted the record to show that, bsfore we started the

tape, this is in your intersst. I told you this. I want the record

to show alsc that before we started to tape I %ave You to keep page 8§
of the typescript of Philip's testimony where I called to your attention
at the top of the pege a substantive change where the language that shows
that Fhilip was at Carlos's more times than one was removed. And again
in your interest, I'm telling you that I said this was a change made by
Wesley J. Liebeler, the lawyer whom you ymm know questiomed Philip. I
only interrupted to make an honest record in your inyerest. Please ‘
proceed. One other thing. I also told you that I have a Secrst Service
report which shows that Philip and Carles had a written agreement on

a sale of bonds dated about Jume 21, 1963. Now continue.

Mrs. PFPhilip started going to Carlos Bringuier's place in the sarly summer, l
Q. Yes. | '

Mrs. Right after school closed. 4nd uh - he went seversl times. vhen he'd
go to town, he'd go there. 4nd uh - he showed us some bonds snd told us
that he was golng to sell them for ths Cuban people to raiss money for
the Cuban psople. At this time his father and I both spoke to him and
told him that we could not be sure of the intentions of these Cubana,
or whether they were good or whether they were Communists, and that he
would do better to mind his own business, deliver his papers, collect
on his papers route and teke care of his own intersests, and thst he was
lucky to be an American boy and he should just act like a normal American
kid, go out and have & good time, He was too young to be invelved in
this politicel stuff. Well, he didn't listen becauss hs went around and
my neighbors told wme thet he had come to them selling bonds, and they
asked me what he was doing colleocting this money. Also, somsbody called
to find out - it might have been Cerlos - if he had gotten a permit to
go selling these things. I think he had to go to the uh - where do you
go to get a permit to sell things house to house?

Q. City Department.

A. Well, this was when I found out Philip wes still involved with it, you
see., I thought he had given it up. So then I really got onto him and
he told me he had already collected monsy and he had already taken it
down there. 4nd I got very annoyed with him, and I told him not to do
it any more. We really put owr foot down this time. Because we did
not know that he was selling these things. We thought that when we teld
him not to get involved he'd listen toc us. So he had gone several times
and given money tc Jarlos because he had receipts for them. and I called
Better Business Buresu snd I galled the FBI to find out if this was a
good organization or not.

@« May I interrupt you at that point. Do you still havs copies of those
receipts? If you still have those receipts, I'd like to make copies
of them, And I hope they are dated. The date could be importent..s
Philip also gave money, ss I rememwber the evidence, after the date that
Carlos testifised.

¥Mra. Well, I think he went in there after Kennedy was killed, tog, and I '
" 1liked éa,killed;him for that. Well, anyhow, Garlos was cadling about

\‘_\
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Q.

Communism and - you kaow, the Communists had taken over Cuba -
Carlos always talks about that,

Mrs. - and you know, this was the bilg thing to talk sbout. Uh - and he, uh -

Q.

uh, talked - I told Fhilip he couldn't be sure whether or not Carlos was

- & Commmnist, so the best thing to do would be to avoid the man completely.

We didn't know and we weren't sure about him and his charaecter and his
invelvement and uh -

Carlos is not a Communist, but nonetheless your instincts wers good.

. ' M}“’S e« Well -

I'm making a note of the fact that Mr. end Mps, Geracl have just given

we a shoebox of material and attached to a booklet of 50-cent bonds is

s ocaxrd reading, "I received $2.50 from the ssle of bonds of the Cuban ‘
‘Student Directorate, New Orleans, July 5, 1963, Carlos Bringuier, Dele-
~gete." And 1t is written on the baek of a card of the Casa Roca, Mr.
Bringuler's placse of business at 107 Decatwr St. Some of this book of
bonds apparently has been sold. There are & few stubs, and there 1a

alig a?mta » "PBI Harrigen, 522 4671" and on the cover - I beg your
pardon

 Mrs, That!'s ...

S ”“Wﬁkﬁ was not accepted was b

And on the cover of the bonds, which ia stamped DRE, is the neme of
Alberto Muller, 30 years, and the number 113761-780. I wanted to meke
that identification, then I'm gdng to turn 1t off.

We stopped recording while Mr. Geracl was looking *:. SOWe Papers.
Wetve been tallking. Philip was in the Civil Air Patrol in the Moisant
group. He told his parents he did not know David Ferrie and the com~
mander of the greup of which Philip was a member at the time he was a
meuwber was a woman. Not David Ferrie, And you heve no reason to
believe that he kmew David Ferrie under any other circumssances. Mra.
Geracl ls nodding her head no which decesnt't show on here.

: Mrs, No.
Q. That's all right. I said it for you. I'll turn it off again while
you're looking threugh the papers,. '

Hr, Geraci haes given me a letter on the stationery of the sheriff's
office, St., Temmany Parish, dated lj May 1965.

I make & record of this because it dates the time Philip had run away
ﬁ;gsﬁm. Geraci ssays that the date on which he left home was April 20,
965,

Mr, Gersci has handed we & letter dated 3 June 1965 on the letterhesad
o £ El Frente Alpha 66 ¥28 MRT, It's addresged to both Mr., and Mrs.
Gersci, It's signed by Charles A, Stesle, Jr., Propaganda Sectien,
and the return address 1s 109 SW l12th Ave., Fla, HMiami, Fla., Uh «

. the wh - letter refers the Gersecis %o Mr. louls Bretis - B like in boy-

3115 Elysisn Pields Ave,, New Orleans. The letter says that Philip hmd,
during the peried that he'd run sway, mede no effort to get in teush with
‘any of the kaown Alphs 66 people, and here I want to note that before

we started taping, the Geracis said that while Philip wes interested in
Alpha 66, he was never actually s member because he was too young.

Jesse ILeVontaine alwo was not & i or. The Gerscis' ¢pinion is that
yoause he was more or less of a

m{ﬁ:m
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Philip made a trip to Mexicc and Mr. Gersci has just handed me a
certified paper that showe the date. It is exe - %he notary iz esxecuted

~on July 7, 1964. It wes a paper prerequisite to his going te Mexico

end dates his trip into Mexico in the summer of 196l.
I've just asked the Geracls &f they recall whether on his leaving
Mandevills FPhilip saw Carlos. Mrs., Gersci doesntt know, but Mr, Gerasi

thinks that he did. And the resson I ask you this 1is becsuse I undepr-

stand he did. You see, that was much later, Well after the gssag -

- What are the approxzimeite dates of his being in Mandeville? I think we
should meke a record of thate.

- Mrs. From June 1, 1965, round Septewber 1, 1965 -
Qe Yes., U -
Mrs. And -
Q. There was no definite dlagnosis in terms éf a chronic disesse or illnaaa;

The psychlatrists at Mandeville and others told ths Geracis that what
Phillp bad was difficulty in juvenile adjustment that he would outgrov.
Is that a felr sbatement? Right. _ _ : )
Mr. Geracl has just put away the box of materials we were going through,
end agaln we were chatting, and I'm going to paraphrase what he said
and if there's anything I say¥ that is incorvect, he'll change 1+,
Philips library on guerrilla werfare, whieh included such things as
how to make bowbs, was kept by the sheriffts office when it was ree
ported that Phillip raen sway. There was only ons book on Judo. The
publisher of the mmterisl on guerrilla warfare that Philip had is Pane
thre Press of Bouldsr, Colo. Do you recall about how many books there
were or any other titles? Did he have his name on sll of them?

I really don't remeuber. _
@k&y. Were there a number of thew? More than cne?
Oh, yes. There were six or elght booke. They kept them.
Yes.
He has gotten books from them from time to time. |
Yes. Unless there's saﬁﬁthing else in these papers wa've gone over,
I think we should go back to some of the things we've dlscussed before

we started taping. .
Philip was at the Silver Dollar once, or perhaps twice. Mps. Geraei

- remembers once, Mr. CGeracl seems %c think twice, and neither one knows

Q.

how he was directed there or how he got there. GCorrect?

 Yes.,

And I'wdiX already axg&ainad to them that Carlos Bringuiler had directed
fwc other psople in 1963 to the Silver Dollaw,

There is alsc in the file a letter in 1965 from J, Bdgar Hoover referring
t0 edding Philip to the missing persons 1list. And very recently the

Geracis have received another letter from Hoover, asking if they want
Philip, who hasn't been missing for some ya&rs,;zzz;an & missing persons

1ist,

e



Geraci -~ 5

whether
I just asked Mr. and Mrs. Geracl 1f Philip said/he had met Oswald more
ﬁhan one time.

Mps. I think it was Just once. f

Q. Do you recall whether you ssked him,that? Well, let me explain to you
, that in Philip's testimony and Vance Blaylock's testimony it is clear
that they placed the dabe in July, the middle of July of 1963. Carlos
Bringuler places the date at either Aug. 2 or Aug. 5. And there is an
inference here that it happened more than one time. There is an in-
ference in other records that 1t hapyenad more then one time, and that's
" why I'm asking 1f he ever gave you any indication.

uya? nc. He didn't,
Qs Yes. 3Shell i turn it ofr? :
Mrs., Uh - turn it off «.. ‘

Qe We've besn discussing whether or Qﬁt Philip could have seen Oswald wmore
ghan once and Mrs. Geraci just doesn!t know., Is that a fair way to put
£?

u”s. LR K
Q. You have no reason to beliaVtha took - yes. That's all.
MrS. oee

Qe+ That's r1§hx. This is from what he told you. Right. Did he ever dis-
cuss it with you, Mr. Geraci?

Mr. Noymusookkdmbt All of us mgethex-, Philip and us.

Q. Yes. Now we were talking befcre sbout an incident involving a Mario
. whose name you seem to remewber is what I think it is, that of Mario
Bermudez. Would you care to meske arecord of that in your own words, l
including, if you can, the approximete date and a description of the
man as Philip gave it to you. Is 1t falr to say that all you know of
~ this is what Philip teld you? : ,

Hl’ﬁu ‘{m L

Q. Mrs. Geracl asked me to turn the tape off, and while it was off she
: explained that the first knowledge they had of any connection between
Philip and the man we believe is Marioc Bermudsz came from Raul Navas,
RA¥YL NAVAS., Alse, Peron, PERONor PERR O N, both
frienéa of Philips, telked sbout thda. And also in this context, that
?sytn away to evold an sppointwment with a paychiatrist and the

Gerta Just don't know where he could have gotten the monsy with which
he ran away. Is that a falr statement of what you said when it was off
or is ehsre aything you think should be sdded? L

Wrs. No. He didn't have much money. He went because of his appoin

imm

with the psyohistrist and I think he told us he only had about $20 with
him, so he went to Jackson and he got a job right eway and he got a reom
and he - he talkked the lady into letting him pay her vent at the end of
the week Instead of in sdvance, and she fel% sorry for k&ﬂxﬂﬁ& she did
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Q¢ 4And we - we know he had some employment there before he returned. Is
there an inference - is it - are you suggesting that in your wind there
is 8 suggestion that Philip may have gotten some money freom Mario?

Mrs. No. He didn't get wmonsy frowm Marice. He -~ when he ran away, all he
had was & few dollsrs that he had on hand.

Qe Yes. Uh - did -~ did Philip tell you that he hed had nothing tc do with
Msrio® .

Mrs, Yes,

Q. That Mario had taken him in his ecsr and had offered - on the éecend
- ocoasion had offered to let him drive the car®

Mrs, Yes.

Q.  Yes.,. Uhvm

Mrs. He got out of the car and walked homs.
Q. And that was seﬁe considerable distance.
Mrs. Yes. |

Q. It wes along the lake front, was it not, that Philip seid Mario had
takren him?

Mrs. Well, it wasn't close to here. It was sither the laksfront or Gen-
tilly or scwmeplace, '

Q; Yes. I think earlier you said "onee" to each Place, am I correct?
Mrs. ... |

Q. Is that your raéolleetion?

Mrs, Yes.

Qs 'And all you know of are two ocoasions with Mario and Philip.

Mrs., Yes.

Q. Would Fhilip tell you anytning further sbout this when you questioned
him? '

Mras. Uh - well, he said he realized how foolish it was and how dangerous
it was %o get involved with soweonse like that,

Qc Yos.

Mrs. and, uh - you know, I told him that we had always warned him sgainst
 geing wlth strangers, or People who tried to give you something for
- nothing. He said he realized thet was foolish and he wouldn't have
anything else %o do with him. .

Q. When ws'ware not #aping I think I should record for - to meke the
record falr to you, we have identified to you Mario Bermudez sz &
Latin Gelompian, has an imperﬁ~exper®ghusinasa, and a man who has a
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reputation of hav.tng been an associate of elay Shaw in a numhor of wtys.
-Phis was while we were not taping.

You also mentioned a Carles in the same cemeam Would you care to
make a record of that?

Krs. .;‘

e it T T

Q. Do you remember his last mm? 7 ‘ | _

Mrs. I might have- been ﬁhinking of Hario Fignex‘os(?). I was prebably
- thinking "of HMario. . '
(At this pcint: the ﬁape seeums te ]smve been bm'ping every few words.)

t‘ Iwaa a miéaema@mm Now, ?hilip gaeve you a deseription of Hemia
and + think it woul& be wak‘.l 1;@ mp&at is.

‘?ali,g ’hadn’t sald mytp;ag abmxb -
Mrs. It Masn!y ?hifip, gﬁ w&§ these kias.

Q. In gase the microphone dildn't pick that up, Mrs. Geraci said it waan't
Philip who geve the desoription, 1t was Raul and Kerry. Right.

Mrs. Right. or SETTI R,

Mr. They said that he uas short, stealéy:—built‘ ana they gave us'all kinds
"~ of descoription of automobiles and said he had two automobiles. Ope was
supposed to be white or light-colored sports car and the other wss a

stationwagon. ‘l,‘
Q. -Did they give you any further deaeription as to his enmplaxien, what -
 whether he had = mustza&he -

Mr. Ne. Only that he was spanish. or Latin, but that's agaut all.

Q. Hrs. Gerasi has told me while the tape was off that 1t was her under-
stending that this “erio went to the Frost Top, a frozen custard plaes,
to pick up the beoys. It was neer the high schol. She found eut sbout
it and she reported this to the school authorities.

I'11 turn it off again,

m's. Geraci also uexz's to the junior high school,
Mrs. - eamamed about ahia thing, too.

Q. We were discussing the dates on which Philip could have been at Carloa's.
And it's Mps. Gersoi's resellection that she took a look in advance
downtown when she went $o the dentist and that prior to the testimony
’betasgz the warren Commisaion ahae and the Blayloéks consulted their

. POCT 3 - :

Mrs. No, it: was just us.

' \m that whatever date ?Ians.ga Fﬁk on it came from th
axﬁaraeaqnmtly teatified before the Warrean € }

; sgeh indlested thet it was im July mﬁm
aaeﬁ.@n is abewz; the m&am af July. B
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Q. Mr. Geracl just recalled something that Philip had told him thet I'm

Mr. This wesn's Philip's exact words, but this was Xhe an inference that I
got from what he did say; I don't remembser the exact words, But uh -
he inferred that, uh, when COswsld end Carles Bringuiercs hed met at the
‘store that they met on friendly bterms, they shook hands and - end telked
in & friendly menner, and hs found it strange that a few days later they
were fighting on the streasts.

Q. Yss. Do you think that covers the entire incident?

Mr. Yes.
Qs Okay.

Mrs. Geraci has just started to explain that becauss she knew Philip had
besn to see Carlos Bringuler and because Carlos Bringuler's neme had
been linked with Oswald, at the time of the assassination, she rsised
the question with Philip and - it had to do with Oswald - the pictures
of Oswsld. Pleass continus. '

Mrs. In newspaper and on IV, and Philip said he did not remember seeing
the man; he was not familiar. Then there was mors news stories, morse
coverage on TV, but Philip wasn't here for that, he went to cewmp with
the Bey “couts, So - '

Q. That was for part of a weekend?

Mra. Yez. That was 8 couple of days. So the next time he saw pictures wes
when the FBI man came and he had a glossy print. Well, as saoon as Philip
looked at it, he says, Yes, I've seen that man. nd he said where he had
seen him. I was completely surprised bscause he did not recopgnize what
was in the paper or what was on TV. -

Q. You'rs gertain that he did not recognizs it. It's not just that he didn't
tell you the truth.

Mrs. No, I think he wes telling me the truth. I don't think he recognized
the picture. But it was a diffserent, you know -

Yes., . |

¥rs. Zkxwmx 4 glossy printi 1s sharper

Q« Is sharper.

Mrs. 4nd they had s front view and a side view. And this he recognized,.
Q. Did you ses shat ploture?

Mrs. Uwm~hm. |

Q. Let me turn the tape off. I went to show you a picture and you tell me
if 1t's thet one. | |
I have shown Mrs, Geraci a seriss of plctures, including s New Orleans
arrest phcﬁs§r&ph of Qewald, and this suggests the ploture that Philip
was shown, Ls that fair? A } - S

=
e
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Mrs. Right.

Q.

We stopped the tape at this point and I played it back to Mr. and Mrs.
gGersci, and they;ve been thinking, and it's their opinien that Pailip
was asway for part of the weekend probably beginning on Friday afternseon
and that the FBI men Harrigan, whose name was earlier identified, didnt't
come until Monday and probably after school. Mrs. Geracl is not clear
on what pert of the day and is mot clear on whethsr or not Philip was
in school, but I have told her ubat the testiwony of Phillp and Vance
is, thet they had met im school, disoussed it, and Phillp had told Vance
he had recognized Oswald's picture before the FBI men showed it to her
and while we don't really kmow what that is, as we were discussing 1%,
Mps., Geraci thinks it's possible Philip just thought maybe he didn't
went to say. Is that fair? .

Mrs. That sounds about right.

Qe

Yeos,

End of tape.



