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- " MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON
MR BEHOP . G . ).y M

MR. SULLIVAN - )
Vhile talking to Attorney General Remsey Clark on another matter,
he asked how the Janes Earl Ray lnvestlgation looked now. 1 eeid I thought ’
it was wore or less styn:1ed in legal technicalities in Great Britain us it has
to go through a long procees on exteadition. I comnicntsq tiiat, of course, the
. lawyer who has gone over lo represeat Bay 18 & formor FEL Agent; that he is
. no good and was the altorniy in the Mre. Viols Livwzo casc, iut, of course,
- we got convlcticus ia thal, Lt this lawyer has elways baon stroogly pro-Kian,
. 1 eald he was Mayor of Lh wingliam, Llabame, &t one thine and at that time
| he was a strong supporter of "Bull" Cunnor aad ¥ thouglt It sizalflcant that
Ray should get a fellow wio hes certalnly a strong smcll of the Elan about him,

' 1said be denies Lial o i5 o answan or that ke ever attendcd any of their N
| meetings and he clalima h2 Jdoes nat kngw how Rey came to ask [or hins as his N
 lawyer, 1 sald that ey clnlcaz he rend about him in the newspaper when he NS
- was In the penltentinyy In Mirsourl. The fttorney General said he does not NNy
' see how Ray would remember that, I egreed and told the Attorney General ',

that the lawyer and his son, who 18 a parlner, weant over to Lngland and we

. alerted our London Office to alert the British ag to his bauk;,round %o they ~ N

' would know with whomn thoy are deallng, _ , Sy
. ~

} The Attorney Zencral asked how long ago the fellow was with the

. Bureau and I stated {t nuuet have boon before the war, The Atturney General ',

~ then asked how lopg he wae with the Bureau and I toid hiry abeut three years [

. and that he thea wept Into tlie practice ol law and got Into polltics in Birmingham !

- and, a8 I had €ald, ha was a very strong supporter of *Bull” Cunnor in the use

' of pollce dogs, ct cotem, in ¢ivil rigts mattere. I sald he was the lawyer

+ in the Liuzzo case and won in the local court and then it went into the Federal

| court on civil xighitz ard he lost., 1 said he has made many public statements

' against Martin Luther Zing when King was living and he has strong animosity -

o —_ggainst King and agalnst Kennedy. 1 sald it was aignificant that he i3 the '

" sLnach

L __:auomey sclected by Ray to represent bim In the trial in this country. § said .1
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he does not intend to ask for a change of venue i he 1s {o be tried in Memphis,
The Attorney General asked if we were getling any gvidence that Ray had
somebody helping him and supporting him and I told him none whatsoever.

I sald we were chocking various lines as to Ray and Sirhan Sirhan In the
Robert F. Kennedy case as to the mysterious woman in the pantry of the
Ambassaduer Hotel and so far they have all follen through, 1 erid the girl

in the Sirhan case has refused to take a lie detector test, Lut I thought the
police were ygolng to give her one aithough 80 far ehe has refused to take one.
The Attorney General asked if this were the woman in the polka dot dress and
1 told him It was the one who claimed she saw the wonian in the polka dot dress,
The Attorney General gaid he had read the report on her and got the feeling
she was unbalanted. I comunented that she was sceking publicity.

I continued that we are alﬁo checking as to who was with Sirhan.
Sirhan at the rifle range when he was practicing with the revolver as weld

as persons with him when he bought the ammunition. I stated in thege
Instances they were men.

. I stated that in Ray's case, we have not found a singie angle that
would indicate a conspiracy. I said the only significant thing is the oney
he had and which he apent {reely In paying bills and I thought that could have
been obtained from a bank robbery. The Attorney General sald that if we
could show he robbed the bank at Alton, it would be helpiul. I said we are

. working on that because he was paying his bills with $50 bills up to his arrest.

I sald on the other hand he stayed at flop houses and never stayed at a first-
class hotel but at the same timo he gpent, I thought, $1200 or more in buying
guns and the car, which I thought was $1500, and then he took dancing lessoans,
bartender leerons, and lossons in picking locks, and that 13 why I think security
is co exceedingly ir:portaat not only in England but un the way back to this

. country and when lie gets here,

The Attorney Genoral commented that he hoped my men cén bring

. him back #nd asked if that were satisfactory, I told hiw it was and that I

would be strongly of the opinlon, unless there is a compelling reason to the
contrary, that he ought te be brought back by milftary plane; that 1 could not
see any ditfoerencoe between a military plane, a Cunard lirer, or Pan American;
and on the Military plane we would have our Agents and have Ray confined with
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leg irons and handcuffs. I said he is a dangerous individual and is not a damn
fool; that he is desperate and will moke any effort to escape that he can. I ‘
said I thought he should be landed at the Naval airport in Memphis and not
the regular airport. The Attorney General asked if we should have & repre-
. Bentative of the Memphis Police lJepartment on board or not, and I gaid [
- Would not think so. I said [ would think we would be reaspousible for taking
. him from the British and arrange with Frank Holloman to have the Memphis
- Pollce at the airport in Memphis on arrival, but to do it almost on an "eyes
only™ basis 8o there will be no leak as to where or when he {8 coming In
. because we will be plagued by the press, as they are trylng everything they .
. can In England to got a line on when he s being moved. I said I noted the
| lawyer says he expects to be advised exactly when and where he will depart.
. The Attorney General commented that he will know when ho gets in, -

| : I #21d there is a military 2irport in London end I thought that is

' Where the military plane ghould lsnd H 1t goes from this country with

| absolute silenca on the part of the Commapding General as to its departure;

_ that the first knowledge in this country would come when he is delivered to

the Meruphls Police with sufficient time to get him into Jail, I sald the

plane shculd arrive 80 as not to allow them to go through the ¢lity in the daytime

' ‘ but to arrive arcund 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning. The Attorney General said

he was sure that.was exactly right. I sald otherwiee there will be efforts to.

kill him if thero is & conapiracy and if there is no conspiracy, the supporters

of Dr, King will do everything in their power to klil him. [ gald the sine

. thing is true in the cape of Sirhan Sirhan in Los Aungeles because the feeling:

- .on behalf of the Kennedy followers is so strong that they will have to take
- great precautinng to see he is not killed, I said it would be & horribhle thing
as it would be charged it wes done by the Federal Government or somcthing

. like that and for thet reason It must be very carefully handled both as to
transportaticn of Ray from London and fncarceration, if he is cver extradited
a8 I thiuk it is going to drag on for five or six weeks. I said what Iam afrald of
44 that there 18 going to develop in this country criticlsm on the part of the British
in getting this fellow back here, I said people have asked how soon he will be :
brought back and I have told them it 18 up to the British as it Is not our re-.
sponsibility a8 we have done everything so that he has legal representation,
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The Attorney General stated that iissistant Attorney General Fred
Vinson, Jr., will be going back over to England Monday night as the Home
 Sscretary and our Ambassador asked that he come back, Ile said that we have
' urged in every way thst it be speeded up because of the strong feeling in this
~ country about it, ' )

‘The Attorney Gneral nsked then if 1 thought & wilitary plane is
| better than leasing a commerciel piane sad I zaid [ add beviuse when you
. lease 2 commercial plane, you woula pave a crew, unless you put 8 military
crew on it, but there wuuid be no purpuse putting a nillitary crew on a
commercial plane, i said I could not see any legal difficulty as the method
of getting him back does not make much diffierence as to the legality of the
thing or the hnage of it. 'the Attorney Geueral commented that he had been
thinking the other way. { said he i8 u dangervus man snda has proven himself
to be very clever a8 ue hgded fur various parts oi the woria 8a I thought
he was Leaded iur Drusssis tu jum tie wercenuriss wnd be nad plans to go
to Rhodesla ani be waa In visbon where he ladd arcund tor asout a week and
came back to lL.ondon., £ said the Loudon Yolice have uever boou able to pick
up whet he was doing for the balance of the time. I said h2 is a slippery,
shrewd individual 2ud Le i3 wivst cuntewptucus in wanner uni action with:
the prison suthorities over there. 1 suid anctoer thing avout tse British is
that they are not tight on cecurity as they do nut scaxci & pirson unless he s
convicted and they du aot search auybeody visiting sonwone in jail, but that
is the old British procedure. Ihe Altorney Genersl comunentied that it is
absolutely wrong, 1 s8aid I thougbt any person visillng a prisouner ought tobe
. seagched. ‘The Attorney Genaral said he thought my mnen talked them into doing ‘
that. I sald they finally did, but they always tslk 20oul traditions over there.
- The Attorncy General comnented tuat they were about as strict as anybody on
~ those.

L i aald 1 u;ought we have 2 very serious problem in movmg this fellow
and we ought to do it with very carefully lald out plans and take him into the

" Naval airport o Memphis and arrangt to turn him over to Holloman and then
announce he 1s in the custody of the Miermphis Police. The Attorney General

~ said he hoped my men were working on that so we will be ready and I told
Mm we were, .
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I told the Attorney General that the men who were in London were e "

back here, as one man's father had a serious heart attack. I szid one is |
Special Agent Zeiss, whom he may remember, and the Attorney General sald
he did, that he was a close friend of his father's and his son knows him, too.
I said he will be on the plans and so would John T. Minnich. The Attorney

" General commented this would be ideal, .

The Attorney General asked how we thought Ray got the three names -
‘he used. I said this again shows his astuteness as all three are living people

residing in Canada who never knew him and never heard of him. I said on

the other hand, Ray spent last year,when he was wandering around the country,
a great portion of the time in Canada and I thought he was planning this thing
and secking a double identity iike Sneyd, Gait, and Bridgeman and checking

~ out those nemes 0 if there were any check made on his application for a birth

certificate, they .ould ascertain such a person existed. 1 said this shows his
shrewdness, I said I think we are dealing with a man who is not an ordinary
criminal in the usual sense, but a man capable of doiog any kind of a sly act, -
The Attorney General said he was exceptionally clever,

I said Birhan Strhan is a different individual as he is a fanatic and

- killed Robert Kennedy because he spoke in favor of Israel and this feliow

being an Areb became intensely bitter against Kennedy and felt he should be -
killed, which he did, but he §s a fanatic and Ray 1s not a ianatic in that scnee.
I sald I think Ray is a racist and detested Negroes and Martin Luther King

- and there Is indication that prior to the Merophis situation, he had Mormatlop |

about King speaking in other towns and then picked out Memphis. Iszaldl
think he acted entirely alone, but we are not closing our minds that others
might be associated with him and we have to run down every lead,

I said we are getting more crank letters and lctters about other
people who are going to be killed who are in high office, such as Senator

_Edward Keunedy, et cetera. I said one does not realizc how many outs

are loose in this country until we have a case like this. The Attorney General

. said it brings them out. I sald we have to be careful of all of them; that we
take about three away a week who come to my office who complaln about

persecution and sometimes they are armed and we send them to the hospital
and thea they are sent to St. Elizabeth’s and in two or three months they are
back on the streets. The Attorney General said we are going to have to

find new ways to deal with that problem as it is aot ¢ffective now, I said-it
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. 18 a problem for the psychiatrists but they are apparently doing little to cure
them, but they are mentally unbalanced, The Attorney General said it is a
public safety problem now. I said I do not favor the view that the country
is depraved and all that, I said I think we have a great block of fine people =
in this country; that there may be some depraved citizens, but it is not a T
-depraved goclety, The Attorney General sald he thought there was too ‘much
emphasis today in the press that soclety 1: sick; that it is the mshionabie
thing to do. )

I said I hoped the new Commission the President has appointed
will keep a balanced viewpoint as to that because the other Commission
went {ar astray in regard to white racism. I aaid there is racism but not as
predominantly as the Kerner Commiseion found it to be. The Attorney
General sald he had never found it so. I sald as an example take the meeting
yesterday (Solidarity Day); that more than 50% of those who attended were white
and it was not predominantly Negro. The Attorney General said that was

surprising to him and he felt better to see it that way, I sald this shows
that white racism is not as predominant as we have been led to belteve,
I said I hope the Eiscnhower Commission'when they get around to thelr
findings view it with an unemotional attitude. The Attorney General sald
there are some good people on the Commisslon, I sald it scems it should
be done without emotionalism or crying fire, I said I get annoyed with the
editorials about our sick soclety as X do not belleve there is such a thing
- in this country although there are some 8ick citizens, The Attorney General
said that If I could make this point in the Law Enforcement Bulletin on the
Director's page, thought it would be helpful. I sald I have been working
on that just recently; that the ldea was glven to me by McGill of the Atlanta -
Constitution. I said he had a fine editoriel about the attacks on the ¥F5I
because we had not found the King murderer alter two months and the cracks
- that we were not trying to find him and then he quoted several verses ol the
Bible which portrayed Christ 28 not Interested in the poor, but it showed
- again that there ls always an offort to tear down and destroy. 1 commented
" that X thought there was a tendency to debunk cur Patriots in history. I said

it was that sort of thing that I thought drove President Johnson from runaing
: for a second term and the Attorney General agreed.
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. 1 mentioned the Students for a Deinocratic Society as a minority
group dominating and the Attorney General said it was a tiny group., Isald
it 1s 2 bad group and it played a big part yesterday at this meeting as they -
attended but it was just like the Columbia University thing. I sald that was staged
only about thirty individualg who cloged the university which has thousands of
students. The Attorney General sald they are a pretty clever and effective -
group and have to be watched carefully, I said they are more effective then
out and out communists. The Attorney General said they are doing more
harm. I said they are moving into every area they can and we have been
watching them closely and we have some good Informants., The Attorney
General said he thought that is really vital because they are a dangerous

group.

The Attorney General expresaed his appreciation and said he would
Kzep me posted on this registration of guns, - . .

Very truly yours,
a Jo' [' “’
Jolm Edgar Hoover .
Director ’ -
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