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os At approximately 10:30 a.m, DONALD F, WOOD 
was contacted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport 
Highway, Birmingham, and advised that he is the son of 
ROBERT E, WOOD, SR., who is the owner of the Aeromarine 
Supply Company, WOOD was discreetly questioned con- 
cerning the sale of a Remington caliber 30,06 rifle, 
serial number 461476, which Aeromarine had purchased 
from Wimberley-Thomas in August, 1966, DONALD F, won 
immediately stated that he had heard the accounts of the 
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day ©ti 
the radio and had immediately recalled selling a rifle, 
as was described in the newspaper as the murder weapon, te 
an individual about a week before the murder, WOOD 
immediately searched for and found a sales invoice in his 
records and indicated that on Saturday, March 30, 1968, he 
had sold this gun to an individual using the name HARVEY 
LOWMEYER, 

After obtaining both copies ‘of this sales 
invoice, Mr. WOOD was requested to accompany the inter. 
viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the FBI, which 
he agreed to do, Mr, WOOD was transported to the Birni nre 
ham Office of the FBI, where he furnished the following 
Signed statement: 

"Birmingham, Alabama 
April 5, 1968 

"I, DONALD F, WOOD, hereby make __ 
this statement to Special Agent. __ 
who has identified himself to me as a Special 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I 
reside at Wiyigeeeeeits, Birmingham, Alabama and 
subscribe to e€ ; te Gphone number I am 

_ employed by my father, ROBERT E, WOOD, SR. at the 
Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway, 
Birmingham, Ala,§ as a salesman, 
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"On Friday, March 29, 1968, sometime 
in the early afternoon I had just returned from 
lunch when I observed ¥r, U. L. BAKER, alee a 
salesman, completing the sale of a rifle to an 
indi vidual unknown to.me, Mr, BAKER. had jut 
Sold this man a Remington, Model 700, Caliber 
.243 Winchester with a 2x~7x Redfield Scope 
mounted thereon, Mr, BSKER had made this sale 
and had also mounted and bore sighted the scape 
on our machine, This individual also bought or. 
box of 20 rounds of .243 Norma ammunition, He 
paved cash for this sale, When I first obsere:d 
this man he was dressed in a dark business suat 
with a white shirt and tie, as well as I remember, 
He was approximately 5'8" tall, 150 to 160 pound: 
and had dark hair, He had a medium complexich ama 
appeared to be a meek individual, This indivaduai 
had given his name as HARVEY LOWMEYER and state 
that he resided at 1907 South llth Street, 
Birmingham, Alabama, He also advised that he was 
36 years of age, _ : 

"This information was not given te me: 
personally by this individual, but I determined i+ 
from the bill of sale that was prepared by 
Mr. BAKER, 

"Following the sale this individual left 
the store carrying the gun in a cardboard box 
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing Company, 
This box was used because with the scope mountes 
the rifle would not fit in the normal Remington bex, 
He also took the empty Remington manufacturer's 
carton with him when he left, 

"It was, as best I recall, either later 
that afternoon or early the following Saturday 
morning when this individual called on the tele. 
phone and stated that he had had a conversation 
with his brothers and decided that the gun he havi 
purchased was not the gun he wanted and he Pegincested 
whether he could exchange it for a Remington, ‘ore? 
760, 30,06 caliber, I advised him that we acsuwid 
make this exchange but that it would cost hin a“ 
additional $5,00, 
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"At approximately 9:00 AM on Saturday, 
March 30, this same individual returned to the 
store with the gun he had previously. purchased, 
When he returned the gun he had the gun still i« 
the Browning box, I told him that £ would change 
the scope from the caliber ,243 rifle to the 
Model 760, but that it would take me until approvie 
mately 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and I 
instructed him to return at 3:00 o'clock and to rring 
the original Remington box for the caliber ,243. 
weapon with him when he came as I would need a how te 
store the gun in, I gave him the Model 760 gun and 
I believe that I left it in the Browning carton, ! 
did not receive the $5.00 because in exchanging the 
scope I had to use a Weaver base and rings insntrad j 
of the Redfield base and rings and this made up the , 
cost difference, I also exchanged tir box of .243 he 
caliber ammunition for a box of 30,06 ammunition O 
which I believe was Peters Core Lokt, 150 grain, — 
20 rounds per box, He left the store carrying the wen my 
in the cardboard box. | 

"During the course of our dealings on 
Saturday I asked this individual why he didn't want 
the caliber .243 gun and I told him that it war 2 
big enough gun to bring down any deer in Alabama,” He es 
stated in an offhand manner that he wanted the 3%, 16 ee 
caliber gun because he was going to use it to hunt an oo 
Wisconsin, a 

"At the present time this is all that fF can _. 
remember concerning the transaction with this indivi. ar 
dual, : 

"4/5/68 

“I bave read this signed statement anj 
accept where I have initiated one correction, I 
find it to consist of this and two other pages sna 
it is true and correct. 

"/s/ DONALD F, WOOD 

'/s/ QnA special Arent, 
FBI, 4/5/68, WF

. 

"'/s/ QTE eeawMls, Special Agent, 
FBI, Birmingham, 4/5/68." 
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JOHN WEBSTER DE SHAZQ, . few Mountzir 
Brook, furnished the following: 

DE SHAZO is a regular and frequent customer at Aero- 
marine Supply Company, Airport Righway, Birmingham. DE SHA20O 
is also a member of the National Rifle Association (NRA) amd 

‘therefore has an extensive and avid interest in weapons, 

On March 29, 1968, DE SHAZO went to the Aeronmarine Supply — 
Company, arriving sometime around 3:00 P.M. He was there for 
about one to one and one-half hours, At the time he arrived, 

‘the son of the owner, DON WOODS, was out to lunch, and DE S#Azx) 
wanted to conduct his business with WOODS, About twenty minutes: 
after DE SHAZO arrived, a man in a dark shade of brown business 
suit which was wrinkled as if he had been working or travelitig¢. 
came into the store, DE SHAZO said his first impression of this 
man was that he did not look like a hunter or ah outdoorsman, 
and that he appeared to be out of place in the store, It was 

- @pparent to DE SHAZO in watching this man that he did not 
know anything about rifles, ‘He looked at and handled severai 

- different weapons and finally decided to buy a Remington 
Model 700.,243 Winchester, He also ordered a Redfield Variable 
scope. The total cost of this purchase would have been abaut 
$270, DE SHAZO recalled saying to this man, "You've really 
got quite a gun there ~ you'll have to learn how to use it." 
The man replied that he was going deer hunting with his brother, 
or brother-in-law, in Wisconsin, who had invited him te hunt, 
This man also said that he was now able to buy a rifle sm he 
was going to get a good one.. Sometime while DE SHAZO was 

' observing this man, he noticed that he could detect the odeov 
of alcohol on his breath, He said the. man was not drunk, 
bleary-eyed, nor was his speech Slurred, but he had defimitetly 
been drinking, DE SHAZO said when he left the store this 
purchaser was still in the store waiting for a salesmar: named 
BAKER to get the scope sight mounted on the rifle that this 
man had purchased, 
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. On April 6, 1968, JOHN DENNIS HANNERS, Qa, 
furnished the following: . 

HANNERS went to the Aeromarine Supply Company on 
Airport Highway twice on March 29, 1968. The first time was 
. about 10:00 A.M., and he was there for about an hour, during 
which time he made a purchase, He returned sometime between 
2:00 and 2:30 P.M., and stayed until sometime after 4:00 F.¥. 
About fifteen minutes after he arrived, a man wearing a business 
suit, dark brown in color, came in and looked at some rifles. 
From this man's actions it was obvious to HANNERS that this 
man knew little or nothing about rifles. He was waited on wy 
an employee named BAKER, He finally purchased a Remington, 

‘model unknown, rifle and ordered a scope sight to be instalied 
.at that time. HANNERS left sometime after 4:00 P.M. and at. 
that time this purchaser was still in the store, At the time 
HANNERS left, the purchaser was watching BAKER equip the rifie 
with the scope sight. HANNERS said he is quite positive he 
could identify this purchaser if he ever saw him again. 

. HANNERS recalled that this purchaser talked to a 
_customer who was in the store at the same time on March 29, 
_1968, which customer was buying a gun case for a Varmint 
model rifle, This customer apparently was well known to BAKER 
and HANNERS recalls seeing this customer have some conversation. 

‘with the purchaser of the rifle, 

HANNERS advised he had no conversation with this 
purchaser nor did he hear him mention any name, locality, ote ie - 
'pation, residence, and/or automobile. . When HANNERS left the 
'store he noticed there were several cars parked in the store 
parking lot, but could not recall any one specific car, exce7t 
a small red midget-type compact. HANNERS further said he hsd 
fever seen the purchaser of the rifle before nor has he seen 
him since this occasion, 
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. Mrs, CATHERINE REEDY, Manager, Safe Deposit 
Box Section, main office, Birmingham Trust National — 
Bank (BTNB), Birmingham, Alabama, furnished the following 
information concerning safe deposit box number 5517, 

She advised that a review of the contract for . 
this box reflects that ERIC S, GALT, 2608 Highland — 
Avenue, South, rented this box on August 28, 1967, for a 
period of one year at an annual rental of $7, She said 
that the rental ledger card reflected that GALT surréndered 
the keys to this box on December 13, 1967, (prior to 
expiration of his contract) and a notation on the ledger 
card states he had moved out of town, 

Mrs, REEDY advised that she recalls the keys 
were received from GALT through the mail and that GALT 
had enclosed a letter saying he was returning the keys 
as he had moved out of town and that if anything was 
remaining in the box that the bank was to destroy the items, 

| Mrs, REEDY added that the envelope the letter was received 
4 in has been destroyed and she does not recall what postmark 

the envelope bore, 

‘Mrs, REEDY stated that on December 13, 1967, the 
box was opened in the presenze of bank officials BRUCE 
BEYER, C, E, KIRKPATRICK, BILLIE BENDER and herself, and 
the box was found to be empty. She advised that a nota- 
tion to this effect was made on the record of access to the 
safe deposit box, 

Mre, REED’, on examining the contract on this 
box executed by GAL om August 28, 1967, stated that she 
is certain she accepted the contract from CALT and, to the 
best of her recolleciion, she is certain GALT rented the 
box on the morning c!: August 28, 1967, and at that time 

. GALT did not have anything to put into ths tox, but advised 
her he would retunn “iter in the day to place something in 
the box, She added jhat, although normal banking hours a 
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safe deposit boxes until 4:00 p.m. She etated thet, according 
to the record of access to GALT's safe deposit boz, he had 
entered the box at 2:32 p.m. on August 27, 1967, end stayed 
their for & period of seven minutes, having checked out at 
2:37 p.m. 

Were, REEDY advised that each time a customer goes 

to his box, either she or her assistant will go to the box 
with the cus tomer to assist the customer in getting the box 
and the bank employes will then place his initials by the 
Signature of the customer, She added that each time 2 
customer enters the box be will sign the record of access. 
The record of access will be stamped showing the date and 
nme the customer entered the box and the time the customer 
eaves, 

Mrs, REEDY advised that, according to the record 
of access, GALT entered the box on dates and times set forth 
below and that DIANNE BATTLES, an employee of her ‘Section, 
assisted GALT in going to the box: 

DATE TIMES 

August 28, 1967 2:32 p.m. to 2:37 p.m. 
September 5, 1967 1:52 p.m. to 1:56 p.m. 
September 21, 1967 11:04 a.m, to 11:08 a.m. 

Mrs. REEDY advised that on September 28, 1967, her 
initials appear by GALT's signature, indicating she assisted 
GALT in going to the box on that, date and that GALT was at 
the box from 16:26 a.m. to 10:19 a.m. 

irs, REEDY stated that she recalls GALT's name; 
however, she was unable to recall anything specific con- 
cerning him and could not describe hir, She is certain she 
would not be able to recognize him again if she saw kim sinct — 
she had only limited contact with him. 

She advised that when GALT opened the account she 
does not recall any specific conversation with im and, since 
she did not make any notation ox the contract ar to vhere he 
was employed, she feels he probably told her he was self- 
employed, or possibly did not give her an answer to this 
question, ° 
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Mrs, REEDY stated that the only other person 
in her section who may recall GALT is DIANNE BATTLE, who 
had been employed in this section until January 17, 1968, 
when she resigned from the bank. 

Mrs. REEDY added that only she and one other 
employee are assigned to this section and, therefore, there 
is no one else in the section who would have known GALT. 
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