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Documents trace smear
of Kennedy aide to ]

cal resource in Johnson’s 1964 -
presidential campaign, because . 1
Johnson distrusted Corbin and oth-. . g
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MU history professor

digging through files

of Haover, Zablocki

ByPATRlCKJASPERSE
©1891, The Milwaukee Jounat

: TbeFBI Jeaked: daogamym-
formation to Milwaukee Congress-

gmnaemcntJ Zablochandee-

“ who was alhed wnh Johnso;ns ri-

vals, John and . Robert Kennedy,
newly. disclosed .records from the

1960s show. .

" The derogatory mformatum in-

* -cluded allegations that the adviser,
. Paul Corbm, had becn involved in

communist-activities in the 1940s.

. Some of those allegauons may have

found their way into Milwaukee
-Journal articles and a subgquent
congressional mthxganon of Cor-

v bm,reoordsshow

The docmnents pro\nde an in-

. triguing glimpse of the anti-com-

munist fervor- and .cutthroat poli-

tics of the 1960s that played out

behind closed doors in Washing-

ton,DC.,andworkedthcxrwayto

Wisconsin. - -
Thcdowmentsalsoshow that

. the FBI served asa va]uable politi-

er holdovers from the, administra-
tion of John F. Kenned who was
assassinated in November 1963.
Arthur Schiesinger Jr., an axde
to John F. Kennedy, saxd in a
recent interview with The Journal
that he was not surprised that J.
Edgar Hoover, the FBDs longtime

director, was providing - -informa- -

tion to Johnson.

“Hoover hated Robert Kentiedy

and Johnson was delighted to get
the mformauon, said Schiesinger,
who now is a historian at City
University of New York. '
Documents from: Zablocki’s ar-

chives and FBI records were pro-

vided to The Journal by Atham
Theoharis, a Marquette University
history professor He is an expert
on FBI procedures and will publish

a book this fall titled “The Secret’

Files of J. Edgar Hoover.” ,

The Journal has previously re-
ported that FBI records obtained
by Theoharis showed that:

B Former US Supreme Court -

Justice Abe Fortas leaked confiden-
tial deliberations to the FBL.

. 1 Ronald Reagan gave the FBI
information on suspected commu-
nist activities in Hollywood in
1947,

er at the suggestion of in aide to
former Wxsoonsm ‘Sen. - Joseph R.

».,. is and one of his gradu-

. -ate students, Stephen Leahy, ob-
e FBI .records about Cor-’

tamed

of‘thou involved in the
political . maneuvering . have died,

er and the Kennedys.

orked in John'F. Kennedy's
presidential campaign. US

en. Robert Kennedy landed
Corbin a job as top aide to John M.

“unhappy it

wasn’t one of his men being ap-
and tried to get Oorbm'

removed, Theoharis said. :

card-can'ymgmember

of theOoumst Party in the

'40s. The FBI report is in Za-
blocki’s files, along with an Aug.

ing Corbin, Zablocki, John-.

bin, who was from' Janes- |

f
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o from his Democratic Party ob

.was the source ‘of the mformatlon 'ﬁ
;and the object. was to .smear-Cor- "
" bin. Two. da;&after the story, Za-

"blocki calléd for Corbin’s firing '
* Zablocki also. exchang

“lefters with“Edward’ Kerstein, the“’_,

“Journal reporterwhowrotemostof

.-the stories about Gorbin.- .- e

A September 1961 letter ﬁmn
Zablocki to Kerstein said: “I must
say that when .

N

y
thomugh' More
power-to_you.
‘Please_keep,me.”
“informed of any'
“further develop-_
ments  as* you
know: exactly I
where I stand'on” I(ERSTEIN
this issue.”

An October letter to Zabloch

* from Kerstein said: “I'll keep you

informed on whatever additional
information I am able to- acquire

“on my assxgnment rga.rd.mg Paul -

Corbin.

Kerstein is retired and lives in
Hales Comers. He said that he was
assigned to the story by an editor
who. received ‘a tip about Corbin.
Kerstein said he"did not know the
source of the tip. He said Zablocki -
was not the source for the initial

ngmmm. ._Corbin Kenned mda,
* this hme in*i9’54 to Presldent & Salmger ‘noy
' s ABC £ News in-
thmugh -a; spokesv
'~ was not aware:

story, though-

{;ormanon for latct storm on Cor-
Zablocki’s motive. was opposi-

tion “to communists being in the

. Democratic Party,” Kerstein said.

" -The 'Journal stories and Za--

~ blocki’s ‘continaing complaints -
about Corbin prompted the House - -

Committee on Un-American Ac-
tivities to hold hearings on Corbm
recordsshow. . -

Kerstein was one of the witness-
es who testified about Corbin’s al-
leged Communist Party activities.
nggftem testxﬁed in November
1

~  Corbil $aid ‘at the tirié That Ha~

hadneverbeendcomxmmst,but ‘

several committee witnesses_testi-
fied that Corbin was active in the
Communist Party in the 1940s.

The committee reached no con-
clusion, and Corbin retained his
job with the Democratic National -
Committee,

FBI records indicate the agency
again provided information about

other
Johnson

Johnson distrusted Corbin and

sc'veral other former advisers to

. John F. Kennedy. Johnson be-
Tlieved them to be loyal to rival
‘ Democrat Robert Kennedy. -

- A January 1964 memo to Hoo-
ver from one of his top aides,
"Cartha De - Loach, said Johnson
“would get Corbin removed from_

his Democratic Party job.
; Corbmwasfomedoutofhxs;ob

- with the Democratic National
Committee in February 1964.- A
memo to Hoover from De Loach a--
month later indicated that informa--

tion “specifically furnished ‘at the
direction of the president” got Cor-

. bin and another Democmnc advxs-

er fired.

" Another Match 1964 netfio to-
H[oover from De Loach said the
FBI also gave Johnson information

about several other former Kenne-
dy aidés —

MARQUETTE PROFESSOR Athan Theoharls s ‘doifig e
_tobe tltled “The Secret Files of J. Edgar Hoover. '

.toJohnson. -

- dent. “While s

including press secre-
tary Pierre Salmger whom John--

' “& reporter for
London, said
oman that he
hat the FBI had
turned inforthatiop about him over ,

De o vaxsmured
and lives in ton Head, S.C.,
smd, “I recall nothing
y&rsagosmoell the FBL”

De Loach s d,d:wv«‘ever that
'l [1C5 d
checks at the request of the presi-
ome people may -
think it's political, other people
may reahze it .. thhm the

closed reoords furth
how politicized eFBIwasdunng
Hoover’s reign.

“When Hoove; xann,xtcertam-
ly wasn’t non-palitical -at all, and
Johnson wanted it that way,”

. Schiesinger said. Godknowswhy
. Johnson wanted this stuff. Johnson
*.just liked to have s

ff on people.”

I's been 21

dis-

t
1
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Paul Corbm~was'an mtelhgent,
aggresswe *opportumsnc political -
operative ‘whose *associates “ranged *
from Sen. Joseph:R.' McCarthy to
. President John E..Kennedy to CIA
Director William Casey, aeoordmg
to those . who
knewCorbm.

- “Corbin was
a totally ‘uncon-:
trolled - missile -
and ‘sort- of an-
entertain-ingz
rogue,” ~“Arthur!
Schlesmger J
said in an inter:

Schlesmgcr et w1

also wrote a’ biography of Robert..
Kennedy; and now is a historian at
City University of New York. "+ i ;

A January 1964 memo to for-

ver aide, :described ‘Corbin as “the .
former member of the Communist
Party in Wisconsin who has quite a
big mouth and throws his werght
aroundmnsxdembly" [ORT

-'«' 5t

was an aide to John F Kennedy '
and wrote a Pulitzer Prize-winning -
book about .the slain president. He .

mer FBI Director J:Edgar Hoover
from Cartha De Loach,’a top:Hoo-"

An arucle by Ken Bode m The ._

New Repubhc, prmted shonly afler -

“Corbin’s death at 75 last year, said:

" “For more ‘than 30 years, Corbin .

" operated as the wild card of Ameri-,
----- can politics, behind the scenes and

.-at the margins.’
“With his taxlored _suits, broad

“brimmed fedoras, raspy voice and
 :Billy ‘Martin. of. politics, not be-

.. ‘cause 'he was ‘a brawler, but be-
- cause; like the spiky Martin, where

Corbin - went, havoc was sure to
follow,” vrote Bode, a former N'BC
polmcal oon'espondent_

:Corbin, who was bord

wville. For a time, he was a business
r.partner in a ﬂag-seﬂmg business
“with Wisconsin Sen. Joseph R. Mc-~

1°sader. ;

FBI records -4nd Mllwauke’b
. Journal stories alleged that Corbin,
was active in the Commumst Party
of Wisconsin in the 19403, some-
thmg Corbin denied.

- In 1960, Corbin worked in John
F Kennedy s presidential -cam-

paign-and afterward was hired as a
staff member at the Democratic
-National - Committee, where he
served as Atty. Gen. Robert Ken-

* unparalleled nerve, Corbin was the -

lﬂ Cal'law T:M‘
~-day jmmigrated to the: “United ? *
Statesm*l936andsetﬂedm]ana-“ .

C.a.rthy, the antl—commumst cru— -

*~ Président!, Ly '3, s
foroed Corbin -out~of ‘the. Demo- -
 cratic National Cormittee job in  }

1964 after Corbin worked in the_ t

New Hampshire primary to pro-

mote a movement to draft Robert

Kennedy for vicé president.

After Robert K

T

}vhcn hewas ssed.
ormer President, xmmycarter’lr. TS |
debate - briefing. book’ to William !

«Casey,. the - director” of’Roxl)aala‘f‘
R s campaign who was. later |-
A 1984 House subcommittet

. that .investigated the - matter said | |

testimony that Corbin had gwen,

with US Rep. Clement J. Zablocki {second from
from right) at the Jefferson Hotel in Atlantlc City.

IN 1964, Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy (left) chats."

-right) and Wisconsin Gov.. John Reynolds (third -

0 [N *
Reynolds later was appo!nted a Ijudgeum:i
is now on senlor status as a federal judge in the
Eastem District of Wisconsin. Ken edy was assas-
sinated in 1968 and Zablocki died in 1983, '




