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"were interested in Tees 000. 

a a ee also stated that the jniy othexs 
- Andiviaua meeting with Ralph’ LNU)- SONS 

- ‘were his former wife, ii Soames “ 
_._ Of, the bar. . He stated 

| “phe da. aware of the. facts as 

resolve an allegation by Sd EE that he. 
and his brother were offered payment in 1967 to urder 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

BACKGROUND: This case pertains to the ‘shooting death of a cere 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James - -) | 

Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and presently} is - ae 
in local confinement.’ 

By teletype dated 1/5/76, our Atlanta bE fice advised a 
of information furnished by one fwho, in == * yb 
essence, claims he and his brother, ., While in’. 
an Atlanta bar in October ~ November, 196/, were! approached by \ 
a mutual friend, who asked the if they... 

told| them he woul 
put them in contact with an individual who would pay them to 
murder King. Approximately one week later at th @ same bar, . 

were approached by an individual named alph ‘Gast : am 
own), who said "I guess yo& know why I'm here * and 

subsoquen cn cs his briefcase displaying what he said was . 
$25,000... said they told Ralph they’ needed time to. 
think it over. lph replied "if ici is not made up 
now, I can't do business with you. ". said | Ralph ever. 
said the money being offered was to kill King. states _ 
neither he nor his brother were four in murder of _King.. ae A Ale rae, 

and im : 

irst-hand RNOW edge , 
e described them to her 

HNHsbap (10) 9 CONTINUED ~ ¢ ER vA — | ; os aa . 

2 1 ‘976 - Buy U US, Soin Bonds Raley on the b Paral Sang an. 
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aim. CRD- stated Um Spours not be int 

at e; determine es where’ Ces hbo 

witnesses developed during interview. CRD will na- 

. tion whether should be given a polygraph "°° 

examination u pletion of the above investigation. 

. request from Mr. Murphy has been confirmed in wri 

wy . 
“4 ‘ / ‘ 

Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 

RE: _MURKIN = 
, 

observed Ralph (LNU) enter and_ exit the bar but had 
stated. 

nottentered into the conversation. (aa Oy 

he re son he believes he and his] were contacted by 

catise his brother - years for 

and had a re utation for peing an expert with |... 

a shotgun. creel he is willing o take a |. 
Yr. Se polygraph in 1s Ma 

DETAILS: On 1/6/76, this matter discussed with Mr. Robert ee 

Murphy, Chief, Criminal Section, Civil Rights ..°. 

Division’ (CRD), U. S. Department of Justice and he requested 

immediate investigation to resolve this allegatio . Mr. _ Murphy 

requested the following investigation: ‘ 

intervicv (i. CIEE 2 
information they have re this allegation by 

obtain artist's conception of Ralph (LNU) from 

determine present whereabouts, including reside 

to determine if he ever was incarcerated = ; 

Ray and handle any additional obvious and logical leads 

developed, such as the interview of any additiona oe 

ing.’ 

| co “Atlanta has been advised by separate co 

conduct. this investigation immediately. . 

ACTION: For information. . You will be advised of 

oo developments. ; 


