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- 2 a , ‘7 Tos Dep. AD Adm. 

Memorandum 
Mr. caafigs . pate: © 12/12/75 

A ‘ 1 - Mr. Adams — 
FROM °: ip. S. Peel 1_.- Mr. Callahan 

nose 1 ~ Mr. Gallaghe 
a ‘ . 1 - Mr. O'Connel 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 1 - Mr. Peelman 
me 1 - Mr. Lawn tet 
: “ 1 - Mr. Cochran . 

1 - Mr. Moore 

. This is the case involving the murder of Martin. 
Luther King, Jr., in Memphis, Tennessee ,” in April, 1968... 

Attached is a copy of a UPI release dated: 12/11/75," 
in which Harold Weisberg, an author who has written several books 
critical of the Warren Commission, the FBI, Secret Service, © 
and various police agencies, alleged that law enforcement . _ 
units “from Tennessee to the Department.of Justice" hid eee 
evidence and "contrived the story that Ray was a| "lone — 
unassisted assaassin." Weisberg made the follow ng allegations 
pertaining to the FBI: 

ALLEGATION: There were marks on ‘Ring’ s clothing| which could 
not be matched to any possible effect of the - 

bullet. 

FACT: Autopsy reports in describing the damage to he 
right side of the face of Dr. King where the single - | 

bullet struck indicated "... there was a. large. ge aping wound . 

In the autopsy report, Dr. J.T. Franc sco déscribes 
_the entrance wound by stating there was "... extensive excavat 
lesion affecting the right side of the face ... with a fracturé 
of the right side of the mandible." (Iower jaw). 

The FBI Laboratory report dated 4/29/68 sets out 
the following information in relation to the examination of . 
the clothing of Dr. King. RED foe Le as ke . Gol § 

"There is a large hole in the right front portion 
of the collar of the shirt. The necktie has been forcibly 

» torn apart. im the right front. neck portion also.  Theebjectu. S. 

Te BERT Saas 
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-ox objects causing the damage were larger than a bullet of || 

- FACT: Under FOIA, Mr. Weisberg did request numer 

“the letter “Of the Deputy Attorney General to Wei 

~- - 
“ - 

Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 

RE: MURKIN ~ 

#30 caliber size and irregular in sizé as all of the yarns were, 

bréken, not cut. One or more segments of bone could not e 

be’ eliminated as the cause of the damage.” : 

ALLEGATION: The FBI knew there was no mark on the windowsill 

from which Ray was said to have fired the rifle. voy oe ate 

FACT: Examination of -the bathroom from which the shot was fired 

; revealed that the bathroom window was jammed open to a 

height of about 3". Lt. J. D. Hamby, Homicide Bureau, Memphis ” 

Police Department, removed the windowsill because the sill. 

",.. appeared to have a recently made indentation.” ~ oar 

The FBI Laboratory report of the examination of. th 

windowsill dated 4/11/68, stated that the board bears a recent- 

dent which could have been caused by a light blow from the oe 

muzzle of a weapon. The dent contains microscopic marks of the 

type which could be produced by the side of the barrel at the 

muzzle but insufficient marks for identification aes 

on the board due to the physical nature of the wo 

the results of an 
which killed. Dr. — 

suit, he obtained. 
ALLEGATION: Weisberg stated that he had asked fo 

spectrographic analysis of the bulle 

King and was told there was none. Under his FOIA 

such an analysis. 

us material 

the results : 

pertaining to this investigation, includin 

of any spectrographic analyses. 

oe The FBI denied this request by letter d 

and based this denial on the fact that James Earl, 

appeal pending in the U. S. 6th Circuit Court of 

denial was reversed by the Deputy Attorney Gener . 

In his letter dated 12/1/75, Deputy At orney General - 

I and stated, | 
Tyler modified the denials for material by the F 

in error, that "... analyses were made only on the clothing .- 

of Dr. King at the time of his death.” ae 

cos The erroneous information furnished to Weisberg a * 

let came from 
concerning the- specfrographic analysis of the bu 

berg and ho 

from this Bureau. 
: whys : le na ‘ ’ ~ Pane ‘fee 

ACTION: None. , For information. ~ § — A 

at OND 
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WASHINGTON CUPID) -- A PRIVATE inv ESTIGATOR WHO 

Plan. & Evol. . 

Spec. fav. ___ 

Training —___. 
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DOCUMENTS UNDER THE FREEDO™ OF InTORMATION ACT SAID TODAY THEY SHOW TEDERAL OFFICIALS LIED AND CONTRADICTEN THEMSELVES .ABQUT THE #2: ACSASSIMATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KIIG JRe ak, TH CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WAS SLAIF IN 1958 IN MEMPHIS. JAMES EARL Rey PLEAD=D GUILTY IN 19°S To THE SLAYING AND WAS) SENTENCED To 9S YEARS IN PRISON. ae 7 Poe WHO SAIN HE HAS INVESTIGATED THE SLAVING FoR”: HAROLD WEISBERG, 
. SEVEN YEARS, CHARGED THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT UNITS "FROM TENNESSEE TO .” Ex IVED" THE STORY... 
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_ THE DEPARTS 
‘THAT RAV WAS 

ON KING'S — =. COULR NOT BE MATCKED TO ANY POSSIBLE ETFECT OY THE BYLLET ~ 
KREW 

WAS SAID. TO HAVE WelsPEne ALLEGED THAT 
BULLET, AMD UAS TOLD THE 

Lvsts, # 
UPI 12-11 

E SAID. 
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